
 

 

St. Basil the Great 

Melkite Greek Catholic Church 

St 

 

January 15, 2023 

Address  

15 Skyview Drive 

Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865  

Tel (401) 722-1345  

Parish Website 

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

Facebook   

https://www.facebook.com/

StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek 

CatholicChurchRI/ 

YouTube  

https://bit.ly/3gkI2Uk 

Email 

office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

 

Office hours  

Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm  

Divine Liturgies  

Sunday Divine Liturgy 

9:00 AM - 11:15 AM 

 

Pastoral Emergencies  

and anointing of the sick   

(401)722-1345  

Holy Mysteries 

 

Reconciliation 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will 
be available before the Divine 

Liturgy or by appointment 

 

Baptism 

Please arrange with the pastor 

 

Marriage 

A notice of at least 6 months should 
be given to the pastor, before the 
proposed wedding date to arrange 

for the required interview and 
instructions 

 نشيد القيامة باللحن السابع
 ت،لولتحت لللِلالت ،ليل   ت،ل ل  ل ت 

َ
 بصليلكل لل

َ
لاشيت

 
َ
 رسليلل

َ
لحت،ت نوحَ حاملاح ت،طيب تلى لرحٍت لأم ح
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اللحححن  -قنداق دخول ربنا يسوع المسيح الى الهيكل
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Troparion of the Resurrection (7th tone) 
You destroyed Death by Your cross. You opened paradise 
to the thief. You changed the weeping of the myrrhbearers, 
and commanded Your apostles to proclaim that You, O 
Christ God, have risen, granting to the world great mercy. 
 
Troparion of St Basil The Great 
Your voice has sounded all over the earth, that accepted 
your preaching. You gave a divine explanation of doctrine, 
and made clear the nature of creatures, and set a rule of 
life for men. Holy Father, and Kingly Priest, intercede with 
Christ God to grant us great mercy. 
 
Kondakion of the Presentation of our Lord (Feb. 2nd) (1st 
Tone) 
O Christ our God who through your birth have sanctified 
the virginal womb and have blessed the arms of Simon, 
You have come today to save us.  When wars prevail, keep 
your people in peace and strengthen our Public 
Authorities in every good deed, for You alone are the lover 
of Mankind. 
 

 
Twelfth Sunday After the Holy Cross  إ عشر بعد ت،صييب

 تلاحد ت،ثانف

http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gSoG7RG4sA-lGDWDfFIE4hFNeub9DgACqHVjFC25_XLZYIOxnKWCfvSk
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3gkI2Uk%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3A4ZovTontTErgD-KhDBkZAqs9QkFTlT-dWmDF16jJlbbjf1K3HeSg2ag&h=AT0l5abQIbAo_FiI6C90Jrc-zoSOPpjSiOu0Xz8dZmmbbOqnLKYOfBoKDMOrOVpIBM-PJOxEe5s7WvS5OeAhdguFWCFUmiLlnGaUn1xuJHbaD74fN0-3Hd3dRV
mailto:office@stbasilthegreat@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Our church organizations: 

 

MAYA: Organization of 

Melkite Catholics ages 18 – 26 

(and at least 1 year out of high 

school) under patronage of our 

bishop, the Most Reverend 

Nicholas Samra.   

https://melkite.org/maya  

 

MYO: Provides a common 

forum for all the young people 

of St. Basil's Church, and that 

the Organization initiate, 

coordinate, and direct 

religious, social, educational, 

and humanitarian programs 

designed to promote the 

involvement of its membership 

in the Christian Faith and the 

Melkite tradition.  

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html 

 

NAMW: Promotes and 

supports vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life in 

the United States.   

https://melkite.org/namw  

 

 

 

ون بعد العنصرة  الاحد التاسع والعشر
 مقدمة الرسالة

  للوليللعلهللا 
َ
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ي عشر بعد الصليب

 الاحد الثان 
 11-17:12لوقا 
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 للا  ييللون لقللا : أ

 
للا. لللأ سللامللريَّ
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َ
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َّ
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صل. 
َّ
 تيوانل قد خي

Epistle for the 21th Sunday After Pentecost  
PROKIMENON (Tone 4) 
How great are your works O Lord! 
In wisdom you have wrought them all. 
Stichon: Bless the Lord, O my soul! 
You are very great indeed, O Lord my God! 
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians 
Brethren, when Christ, our life, appears, then you too shall 
appear in glory. Put to death whatever in your members is of the 
earth: immorality, uncleanness, lust, evil desire, covetousness, 
which is a form of idol-worship. Because of these passions, God’s 
wrath comes upon the sons of disobedience and you yourselves 
once walked in them when they were your [way of] life.  But now, 
you too put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, abusive 
language and foul-mouthed utterances.  Do not lie to one 
another.  Strip off the old man with his deeds and put on the 
new, one that is being renewed towards perfect knowledge 
according to his creator’s image (Cf. Gn.1:26) Here there is no 
Gentile and Jew, no circumcised and uncircumcised, no Barbarian 
and Seythian, no slave and freeman, but Christ is all things, and in 
all. 
ALLELUIA 
String your bow, go forth, reign for the sake of truth, meekness 
and righteousness and your right hand shall lead you 
wonderfully. 
Stichon: You loved righteousness and hated iniquity: therefore 
God, your God, anointed you with the oil of joy above your 
companions. 
 
GOSPEL: LUKE 17:12-11 * (12th Sunday After the Holy Cross) 
At that time as Jesus was entering a certain village, there met him 
ten lepers, who stood afar off and lifted up their voice, crying, 
“Jesus, master, have pity on us.” And when he saw them, he said, 
“Go, show yourselves to priests.” And it came to pass as they 
were on their way that they were made clean.  But one of them, 
seeing that he was made clean, returned, with a loud voice 
glorifying God, and he fell on his face at his feet, giving thanks; 
and he was a Samaritan.  But Jesus answered and said, “Were not 
the ten made clean? But where are the nine? Has no one been 
found to return and give glory to God except this foreigner?”  
And he said to him, “Arise, go your way, for your faith has saved 
you.” 

Prayer for Christian Unity 

O Our Lord and God, Jesus Christ, 

on the eve of your redemptive suffering, 

You fervently asked your heavenly Father that all your fol-

lowers be one, as You are One with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit.  We implore You, divine Master, To bestow upon all 

Christian Churches the unity of faith, of hearts and of pur-

pose, so that they become one flock under the leadership 

of One Shepherd according to your wish. Grant us, Lord, to 

love one another as You loved us, So that, seeing our unity, 

the world may believe in You and embrace your message 

of peace and love. 

For You are the Prince of Peace and Lover of mankind and 

to You we render glory, and to your Eternal Father, 

and your All-holy, Good and Life-giving spirit, now and al-

ways and forever and ever. Amen  

 صلاة لأجل وحدة الكنائس 
 أيها السيد الرب يسوع المسيح إلهنا، 

 يا من في عشية آلامه الخلاصيةّ 
 صلىّ بحرارة إلى ابية السّماوي،

 ليكون جميع أتباعه واحداً كما أنت واحد   
 مع الآب والروح القدس،

 نتوسّلُ اليك أيها المعلمّ الإلهي، 
أن تنَعمَ على كنائسكَ بوحدة الايمان  

 ووحدة القلوب ووحدة العمل الرسّولي،
 تحقيقاً لرعبتك في أن تكونَ رعيةً واحدة 
 تحت إمرِة راعٍ واحد. 

هَب لنا، أيها الربّ، أن نُحبَّ بعضُنا بعضاً 
 كما أنتَ أحببتنا، بالبذَلِ والعطاء،

حتى إذا شاهد العالم وحدتنا في 
الايمان، آمن بك واعتنق انجيلكَّ ومجّد 

 معنا، بفمٍ واحد
 ٍٍ وقلبٍ واحدٍ، اسمكَ الجدير بكل كرامة
والعظيم الجلال ايها الآب والابن والروح 

القدس، الآن وكلّ أوانٍ وإلى دهر 
 الداهرين.

 آمين  

https://melkite.org/maya
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
https://melkite.org/namw


 

Prayer for the dead 

O God of all spirits and of all 
flesh, who have destroyed 
death, overcome the devil, and 
given life to the world: grant, O 
Lord to the souls of your 
servants, who have departed 
from this life, that they may rest 
in a place of light, in a place of 
happiness, in a place of peace, 
where there is no pain, no grief, 
no sighing. And since You are 
gracious God and Lover of 
mankind, forgive them every sin 
they have committed by 
thought, or word, or deed, for 
there is not a man who lives 
and does not sin: You alone are 
without sin, your righteousness 
is everlasting, and your word is 
true.  
For You are the Resurrection 
and the Life, and the Repose of 
your departed servants, O 
Christ our God, and we render 
glory to You, together with your 
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving 
Spirit, now and always and 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 2023: TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE HOLY CROSS.  FATHERS PAUL OF THEBES 
AND JOHN THE HUT DWELLER. 
 
1:00 a.m.  DIVINE LITURGIES:  
 
+    TONY AMIN ISHAAC  By the community of St. Basil’s. 
+    ELIZABETH NOURY (Birthday Remem.) by her daughters and their families. 
+    M/M WILLIAM & FLORENCE SALOME by the Family. 
+    SAMUEL N. HAGGAR (25th Anniv.) by the Family. 
+    MRS. OLGA FAGER (27th Anniv.) by Mrs. Joan Katen. 
 
11:15 DIVINE LITURGIES: 
+    TONY AMIN ISHAAC  By the community of St. Basil’s. 
+    ALEXANDRA HADDAD by Joseph & Yolanda Saggal. 
+    MARY BAROODY (VA) by Deacon Gilbert & Mimi Altongy. 
+    EFRAIN MARTINEZ by Alberta Mardo. 
+    VIOLETTE (HAGGAR) SAGGAL (Australia) by Joseph Saggal, Patrick Saggal & Pamela Pacheco. 
+    GEORGETTE S. SAGGAL by Bud & Mary Saggal & Family. 
+    MICHAEL GEORGE BOUDJOUK (NJ) by Ron, Tina Isbitsky & Family. 
+    JEANNETTE AYOUB DAIKH (Aleppo, Syria) by Samir & Hanaa Boudjouk. 
+    MARIE SAURIOL by Laila Raheb. 

Divine L i turgy Intent ions  



 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Ask and you shall 

receive, seek and you 

shall find, knock and it 

shall be opened," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos, Your Most 

Holy Mother, I knock, I 

seek, I ask that my prayer 

be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"All that you ask of the 

Father in My Name, He 

will grant you," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos Your Most 

Holy Mother, I humbly 

and urgently ask your 

Father in your name that 

my prayer will be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Heaven and earth shall 

pass away but My word 

shall not pass away," 

through the intercession 

of the Theotokos Your 

Most Holy Mother, I feel 

confident that my prayer 

will be granted.  

 
SACRIFICIAL GIVING:  January 8, 2023:  Budgets: $6,007.00:  Envelopes: $5,880.00, Loose: $127.00; Can-
dles:  $107.00; Building Fund: $135.00 :  Addit’l Fuel: $130.00; Addi’t’l Melkite Diocesan Support: $15.00;  
Addit’l  Initial Offerings: $125.00; Addit’l  Christmas Offeriings: $25.00;   Stole Offerings: $125.00; Home 
Serve Refund: $346.40; Hall Rental: $200.00; Addit’l Flowers: $20.00; Cemetery: $217.00.                                                                                                 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Before making any ENGAGEMENT/BAPTISM/MARRIAGE RECEPTION PLANS, please con-
tact the Church in advance.  We would rather not have you disappointed if you’ve already made commit-
ments without checking our schedule first. 
 
GENERAL HOME VISITATIONS, SICK CALLS, HOSPITAL VISITS:  Father Ephrem has been fully vaccinated 
and is now available for these parish services. Just email him at office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com and 
leave him your message. PLEASE! NO GRATUITIES!   A cup of coffee or tea is just fine. He looks forward to 
in-person contact. 
 
2023 ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDARS are available – free for the taking – at both entrances of the church. By 
following the liturgical cycle of the church year and remembering the Saints each day is an excellent way 
to attach yourself more closely to the worshipping community that is the church. 
   
ENVELOPE USERS: It would be helpful to us if you could please check off the amount on the outside of the 
budget envelope. This will allow for more efficiency and accuracy in the recording of your budgets. Thank 
you kindly! 
 
Also, it has been observed that some people have forgotten to fill their budget envelopes with their offer-
ing (some sealed, others unsealed), and it is awkward to put us in this kind of position. We humbly ask you 
to be more careful in this regard. 
 
IN PRAYERFUL REMEMBRANCE:  Please continue to remember in your prayers all the needs of the parish 
family, the sick and suffering, those who have asked for our prayers, the priests and bishops of the Catho-
lic Church, those people who have been denied their basic human rights and dignity, the oppressed, the 
lonely, the homeless and those who suffer, and those who have no peace of mind or heart. 

 
CLEANLINESS & HEALTH:  Please pick up after yourselves and the children during and following Coffee 
Hour; insects and rodents are attracted by what we leave throughout and around the interior and exterior 
of the building; it takes but a few moments to clean up well. Cultural Center, kitchen, and bar should al-
ways be free of open food items. Everyone: please take note. Hall dining tables, coffee serving areas, stain-
less steel tables, counters, sinks, stove, etc. should be soap washed after every use and before leaving the 
building. The custodian does not always come in on our desired schedule. Thank you! 

mailto:office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com


 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Ask and you shall 

receive, seek and you 

shall find, knock and it 

shall be opened," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos, Your Most 

Holy Mother, I knock, I 

seek, I ask that my prayer 

be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"All that you ask of the 

Father in My Name, He 

will grant you," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos Your Most 

Holy Mother, I humbly 

and urgently ask your 

Father in your name that 

my prayer will be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Heaven and earth shall 

pass away but My word 

shall not pass away," 

through the intercession 

of the Theotokos Your 

Most Holy Mother, I feel 

confident that my prayer 

will be granted.  

 

NO COST MEDICAL EQUIPMENT LOAN PROGRAM 
 
Medical Equipment for home use only to those in need and the willingness to return when no longer needed. 
wheelchairs ,Electric beds, hoyer lifts, crutches, shower chairs etc. 
 
If you have medical equipment you own and don’t need anymore, they would appreciate the donation of the 
equipment. Contact Br. Donahue, cell phone: 401-451-018 
 

ROBERT J. ALLEN MEDICAL DISTRIBUTION CENTER 
116 Long Street 

Warwick, RI 
 

Cell Phone 401-451-0184;  Open Fridays 1:00 A.M.- 12 Noon 
 

Email:   medcenter@rimasons.org 
 

AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE       FIRST COME FIRST SERVICE BASIS 
 
 
CHURCH UNITY OCTAVE:   From January 18th to the 25th, the whole Church celebrates a Unity Octave in hon-
or of the Chair of St. Peter. Prayers and supplications are addressed to God that He may hasten the day of 
reunion, according to Christ’s prayer “that all may be one, like You,  O Father, and I are one.”  This reunion of 
all Christians is to constitute the fullness of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. 
 
O Our Lord and God, Jesus Christ, on the eve of your redemptive suffering, You fervently asked your heavenly 
Father that all your followers be one, as You are One with the Father and the Holy Spirit. We implore You, 
Divine Master, to bestow upon all Christian Churches the unity of faith, of hearts and of purpose, so that they 
become one flock under the leadership of One Shepherd according to your wish.  Grant us, Lord, to love one 
another as You loved us. So that, seeing our unity, the world may believe in You and embrace your message 
of peace and love.  For You are the Prince of Peace and Lover of Mankind and to You we render glory and to 
your Eternal Father, and your All-holy, Good and Life-Giving Spirit, now  and always and forever and ever. 
Amen! 
 
 
EPHESIANS 4:22-24:  Many of us like to make resolutions in the new year. It’s a great idea to get off to a 
fresh start and begin now, good habits.  Ephesians 4:22-24 speaks to this. 
 
 
REFLECTION: “Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams die, life is a broken-winged bird, that cannot fly.”  -  Lang-
ston Hughes    
 

mailto:medcenter@rimasons.org
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POPE FRANCIS ON THE TEN LEPERS.  

1. GOD INVITES US TO ACKNOWLEDGE GOD’S GIFTS WITH WONDER AND 
GRATITUDE. LET US NOT FORGET TO GIVE THANKS TO GOD. 

This Sunday’s (cf. Lk 17,11-19) Gospel invites us to acknowledge God’s gifts 
with wonder and gratitude. On the way to his death and resurrection, Jesus 
meets ten lepers, who approach him, keep their distance and tell their 
troubles to the one whom their faith perceived as a possible saviour: “Jesus, 
Master, have mercy on us!” (v. 13). They are sick and they are looking 
someone to heal them. Jesus responds by telling them to go and present 
themselves to the priests, who according to the Law were charged with 
certifying presumed healings. In this way, Jesus does not simply make them a 
promise; he tests their faith. At that moment, in fact, the ten were not yet 
healed. They were restored to health after they set out in obedience to 
Jesus’ command. Then, rejoicing, they showed themselves to the priests and 
continued on their way. They forgot the Giver, the Father, who cured them 
through Jesus, his Son made man. 

All but one: a Samaritan, a foreigner living on the fringes of the chosen 
people, practically a pagan! This man was not content with being healed by 
his faith, but brought that healing to completion by returning to express his 
gratitude for the gift received. He recognized in Jesus the true Priest, who 
raised him up and saved him, who can now set him on his way and accept 
him as one of his disciples. 

2. ARE WE CAPABLE OF SAYING “THANK YOU”? HOW MANY TIMES DO WE 
SAY IT DAILY? 

To be able to offer thanks, to be able to praise the Lord for what he has done 
for us: this is important! So we can ask ourselves: Are we capable of saying 
“Thank you”? How many times do we say “Thank you” in our family, our 
community, and in the Church? How many times do we say “Thank you” to 
those who help us, to those close to us, to those who accompany us through 
life? Often we take everything for granted! This also happens with God. It is 
easy to approach the Lord to ask for something, but to return and give 
thanks… That is why Jesus so emphasizes the failure of the nine ungrateful 
lepers: “Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was 
no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” (Lk 
17:17-18). 

3. MARY, OUR MOTHER IS OUR MODEL OF A HUMBLE HEART CAPABLE OF 
RECOGNIZING THAT EVERYTHING IS GOD’S GIFT AND OF GIVING THANKS 
TO GOD WITH HUMILITY. 

On this Jubilee day, we are given a model, indeed the model, to whom we 
can look: Mary, our Mother. After hearing the message of the Angel, she 
lifted up her heart in a song of praise and thanksgiving to God: “My soul 
magnifies the Lord…” Let us ask our Lady to help us recognize that 
everything is God’s gift, and to be able to say “Thank you”. Then our joy will 
be complete. 

It also takes humility to be able to give thanks. In the first reading we heard 
the singular story of Naaman, the commander of the army of the King of 
Aram (cf. 2 Kg 5:14-17). In order to be cured of his leprosy, he accepts the 
suggestion of a poor slave and entrusts himself to the prophet Elisha, whom 
he considered an enemy. Naaman was nonetheless ready to humble himself. 
Elisha asks nothing of him, but simply orders him to bathe in the waters of 
the River Jordan. This request leaves Naaman perplexed, even annoyed. Can 
a God who demands such banal things truly be God? He would like to turn 
back, but then he agrees to be immersed in the Jordan and immediately he is 
cured. 

The heart of Mary, more than any other, is a humble heart, capable of 
accepting God’s gifts. In order to become man, God chose precisely her, a 
simple young woman of Nazareth, who did not dwell in the palaces of power 
and wealth, who did not do extraordinary things. Let us ask ourselves if we 
are prepared to accept God’s gifts, or prefer instead to shut ourselves up 
within our forms of material security, intellectual security, the security of our 
plans. 

Significantly, Naaman and the Samaritans were two foreigners. How many 

foreigners, including persons of other religions, give us an example of values 

that we sometimes forget or set aside! Those living beside us, who may be 

scorned and sidelined because they are foreigners, can instead teach us how 

to walk on the path that the Lord wishes. The Mother of God, together with 

Joseph her spouse, knew what it was to live far from home. She too was long 

a foreigner in Egypt, far from her relatives and friends. Yet her faith was able 

to overcome the difficulties. Let us cling to this simple faith of the Holy 

Mother of God; let us ask her that we may always come back to Jesus and 

express our thanks for the many benefits we have received from his mercy. 

 A Lifestyle of Thanksgiving 



اعتدنا أن نبني علاقتنا مع الله على أسس عديدة. منها مثلاً الخوف، وكأن الله 
قاضٍ أو منتقم. أو الحاجة، وكأن الله خادم لحاجاتنا، نحبّه حين يحققّها ونجدف 

عليه حين لا يلبيّها. لذلك نطرح دائماً السؤال على أنفسنا، حين لا نجد في لحظة 
ما حاجة نطلبها من الله، السؤال ماذا نصلي؟ لأننا ربطنا الصلاة بالطلبات. 
والصلاة بالأساس هي غير ذلك. الصلاة هي عشرة مع الله، هي الوقفة في 

 حضرته، وهي إذن حياة علاقتنا به.

ما امتاز فيه الكتاب المقدس عن أديان عديدة في زمنه هو تشديده على تسبيح الله 
” هبة مجانية منه“وتمجيده، أي شكره. والمبدأ هو أن كلّ شيء في الدنيا هو 

نأخذها وليس بإمكاننا دفع أي ثمن مقابلها، لذلك نعترف بالجميل ولا نقدر إلا أن 
احمدوا الربّ “نشكره عليها. كتاب المزامير، خاصة، ملآن بالتسبيح والشكر، 

إن جوابنا الوحيد على العطايا الإلهيّة هو ”. هللوييا–لأنه صالح وإلى الأبد رحمته 
أنهم عرفوا الله، ولم يمجدوّه ولا “الشكر والحمد. إن خطيئة الوثنيين كانت 

فأي شيء لك لم “(. كلّ شيء في الدنيا يدفعنا إلى الشكر، 11، 1)رو ” شكروه
 ؟”تأخذه

في العهد الجديد، يسيطر جوّ الشكر لله على كلّ التفاصيل، فيسوع ذاته كان يشكر 
في تكثير الخبز والسمك وفي العشاء السريّ. وصلاته … ثم يبارك ويكسر

الوداعية تسمى صلاته الشكرية، لأنه يرفع الشكر للآب، لقد جاء ليجعلنا نشكر 
 (.21، 11الآب معه )يوحنا 

بولس الرسول هو لاهوتيّ الشكر، لأن الخلاص لم يكن بالأعمال إنمّا بالنعمة 
في أورشليم ” العلاقة الوحيدة -الصلاة“الموهوبة مجاناً. وسفر الرؤيا يعلن أن 

 هناك سيبطل الطلب وتبقى المحبّة.”. الشكر“الجديدة هي 

والشكر هو صلاة الكنيسة. فنحن نشكر الله عند نهوضنا من النوم. ونشكره بعد 
الطعام لأنه يشبعنا من خيراته الأرضيّة. ونشكر على النهار كلهّ قبل النوم. ونكرر 

، أي الحمد ”المجد للآب والابن والروح القدس“ونكرر دائماً عبارة المجدلة: 
والحمد للآب والابن والروح القدس. هذه العبارة هي عبارة شكرية لأن العجز في 

التعبير عن الشكر يدفعنا إلى رفع المجد والتسبيح، كأقصى شكل للشكر. وعندما 
يجتمع المؤمنون يقومون بشكر الله، في سرّ الأفخارستيا )الشكر( أي القداس 

، كما نقول في الكلام الجوهريّ. ”لنشكرنّ الربّ “الإلهيّ. نحن المتفرّقين نجتمع 
نحن نجتمع إذن لنشكر، لذلك القداس الإلهيّ هو عملنا الأوّل حين نجتمع. نقدم 

 القرابين تقدمة شكر، والرحمة والعبادة ذبيحة شكر وتسبيح.

هذه هي صلاتنا الحقيقيّة، في الكتاب وفي الطقوس. ولكننّا أحياناً عديدة نفسدها 
 ونحصرها في درجاتها الدنيا. هناك إذن درجات أربع للعبادة والصلاة.

الدرجة الأولى هي درجة البرص التسعة، الذين طلبوا حين احتاجوا )صلوّا(، 
ولم يعودوا شاكرين. ولم يربطهم العطاء ” مضوا“ولكنهّم مجرّد أن نالوا طلبهم 

بالمعطي ولا الهبة بالواهب. هذا هو شكل صلاتنا مرّات عديدة، حين نضع الله في 
 قفص خدمة حاجاتنا.

والدرجة الثانية هي درجة الأبرص العاشر، الذي لمّا لاحظ أنهّ برأ من مرضه 
عاد وشكر وسجد. ولكن مشكلتنا بالأساس أننا لا نلاحظ إحسانات الربّ وهداياه 
المجانية. ولطالما نعيد كلّ شيء جيد لأنفسنا، وليست قليلة المرّات التي نعيد فيها 

إلى العطايا الإلهيّة. ” ننتبه“كلّ سوء إلى الله، لنعاتب أو نشك أو نجدف. علينا أن 
إن مطالعة الكتاب المقدس وسير القديّسين وممارسة الأسرار الكنسيّة تفتح أعيننا 
المغلقة على العالم كعطية إلهيّة، ونقرأ في كلّ نواحيه محبّة الله المجانية، عندها 

 نستطيع أن نشكر.

وهناك درجة أفضل، نصلي فيها عالمين أن الله وهّاب للعطايا دون حساب، وأنه 
على ما  -كما نقول في أفاشين القداس-نصلي فيها … أحبنا ونحن بعد خطأة

نلاحظه من عطاياه وعلى ما لا نلاحظه، على الإحسانات الظاهرة والإحسانات 
غير الظاهرة. لقد أوصى الربّ في الإنجيل ألاّ تعرف شمالنا ما تعمله يميننُا حين 
نجري الإحسان. ولا بدّ أنّه أول من يطبّق هذه الطريقة. والأكيد لنا أننا لا ندرك 

 مقدار إحساناته حتىّ تلك التي لا نراها، لأنه محب البشر على الدوام.

أما الدرجة الأخيرة فهي حين نشكر ونحن في ضيق وشدةّ. حين نعرف أنّ الله 
محبّ ومعطٍ ليس فقط في ظهور عطاياه الجيدّة، ولا من إيماننا أنّه يهبنا ويرعانا 

ولو لم نرَ ذلك. ولكن نشكر حتىّ في ساعات الألم والشدائد لأن العطية من الله 
والبليّة ليست منه. آلامنا ليست دليلاً على الهجر الإلهيّ، إنمّا قد يكون لها أسبابٌ 
عديدة أخرى. نؤمن أنّه حين تكثر الآلام تكثر النعمة، وأن السيدّ يشاطرنا آلامنا 

وهو معنا فيها أكثر من اللحظات التي نحياها في الراحة. الربّ إلى جانبنا في 
الشدةّ وليس هو سببها. لذلك نعرف عن القديّس يوحنا فمّ الذهب أنهّ بعد خدمة 
للكنيسة شاقة وصادقة نفُِي ظلماً، ولما كان في منفاه على فراش الموت بسبب 

الحمد “البرد والضعف والتعب، جاء إليه تلاميذه فسمعوه في تلك اللحظات يقول: 
 ”!لله على كلّ شيء

أليس العشرة قد طهروا فأين التتتستعتة؟ ألتيتس التجتمتيتع أختذوا كتلّ شتيء، فتأيتن 

 آميـن”. الشكر لله على كلّ شيء“الشاكرون؟ هذه صلاتنا: 

 أنت هو إبني الحبيب، بك أنا سُررت.  
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Follow this link for Bishop François Beyrouti’s full letter. 
 

Or to make a commitment  

Please follow the link below: 
https://melkite.org/eparchy/2022-bishops-appeal  

 Bishop’s Appeal 2022-2023 

https://holycrossmelkite.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ea8c42155516637063ff2bf9d&id=7064ed3303&e=b216504884
https://holycrossmelkite.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ea8c42155516637063ff2bf9d&id=607912dc6f&e=b216504884
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 The Divine Liturgy Schedule 
 

Sunday Divine Liturgy  

• 1:00 am  

• 11:15 am 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available  

Tuesday to Friday before or after the Divine Liturgy.  



Announcements  
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Byzantine Kids Magazine! 

Get a full yearly subscription: 12 monthly issues, delivered to your door, for only $10/issue!   
https://www.byzimom.com/product-page/byzikids-magazine-12-month-subscription 

 
The team at ByziKids Magazine strongly believes in the power of prayer!   

Proceeds from your subscription will be donated to the support of Eastern Christian monastic communities!   
For more information about the monasteries we help, see our mission statement on the ByziKids page of ByziMom.com!  

 

FREE Online Byzikids Magazine for December :  
https://www.byzimom.com/_files/ugd/2121a6_3c9e72a4acdd4c11983535b7b2281437.pdf 

https://www.byzimom.com/_files/ugd/2121a6_3c9e72a4acdd4c11983535b7b2281437.pdf
https://www.byzimom.com/_files/ugd/2121a6_3c9e72a4acdd4c11983535b7b2281437.pdf
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 “CUSTOMIZE YOUR DREAMS”  

SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM MADE JEWELRY & ON-SITE  
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Feel Better Live Better  
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