
St. Basil the Great 

Melkite Greek Catholic Church 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

 الأحد الثاني عشر بعد العنصرة

St 

Address :  
15 Skyview Dr.  
Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865  

Parish Website : 
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

Facebook :  
https://www.facebook.com/
StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek 
CatholicChurchRI/ 

YouTube : 
https://bit.ly/3gkI2Uk 

Email : 
office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

Telephone : (401)722-1345  

Office hours :  
Tue-Sat 9:00 am to 4:00 pm  

Divine Liturgies :  
Sundays at 10:00 am 

Pastoral Emergencies and anointing 
of the sick:  (401)722-1345  

Holy Mysteries:  

Reconciliation: every Sunday before 
the Divine Liturgy or by appointment 

Baptisms: Please arrange with the 
pastor 

Marriages: a notice of at least 6 
months should be given to the 
pastor, before the proposed 
wedding date to arrange for the 
required interview and instructions. 

Resurrectional troparion (Tone 3) 
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad! For the 
Lord has done a wondrous deed by his arm: he has 
crushed death by his death, becoming the first to rise 
from the dead. He has delivered us from the mouth of 
Hades and bestowed great mercy upon the world. 
 
Troparion of the Dormition (tone 1) 
In giving birth you have preserved your virginity and in 
falling asleep you did not forsake the world, O Mother of 
God. You have passed to life being the Mother of Life. 
Through your intercession, save our souls from death. 
 
Troparion of St Basil 
Your voice has sounded all over the earth, that accepted 
your preaching. You gave a divine explanation of 
doctrine, and made clear the nature of creatures, and set 
a rule of life for men. Holy Father, and Kingly Priest, 
intercede with Christ God to grant us great mercy. 
 
Kondakion of the Dormition, (Tone 2) 

 Neither death nor the tomb could hold the Mother of 
God, our watchful Protectress and our unfailing hope. 
Since she is the Mother of Life. Christ who dwelt in her 
ever-virginal womb lifted her up to the eternal life   
 
Hirmos 
All human generations bless you, O Mother of God.  The 
laws of nature were bypassed in you, for your birth-
giving left you a virgin and your death became the herald 
of your life.  O you who remained virginal after having 
given birth, and alive after having died, O Mother of God, 
deign always to save your inheritance! 
 
Epistle of the Divine Liturgy 
PROKIMENON: Ps.46: 7, 2 (Tone 3)  
Sing praise to our God, sing praise! Sing praise to our 
King, sing praise! Stichon: All you peoples, clap your 
hands! Shout to God with cries of gladness! 
 
READING from the first epistle of St. Paul to the 
Corinthians  
BRETHREN, I remind you of the Good News I preached to 
you, and which you received, and in which you stand, 
through which also you are being saved, if you hold fast 
to it as I preached it to you — otherwise you would have 
believed in vain. For I delivered to you first of all what I 
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 طروبارية القيامة  )باللحن الثالث(

سل ل ف فِ ل ف   لسلفًّا ا
ا
ن
ِ
فاَبل  نَف ا

ِ
لس  ف فتفرِفَّا

ِ
لتِ فاَب فيفات.  لسلما لِتفرفحِ ا

قفال
ِ
قفَفا
ن
مفوسَبلتَ

ِ
لبِكًِّلس  َِ لباليوَبلت ا

ِ
لسليوَ ِ بماِ دِهِبلتتِطِئ

حيةبل لسلعالمل ظ مِلسلًّا
ِ
 منلجوْفِلسلجح مبلتم ح

 

 طروبارية رقاد والدة الإله )باللحن الأول(

قفاد لمفالِفًّ فتِلسلفعفالفم،ل فال َُ ل ي
لتلادِكلحرظتلسلبتول ة،لتف  ي

ف 

لسلففحفف ففاابل لبففيففالَقففكلَ   ل ففتقففكلسقففتففَففمففتلك لسلففحفف ففاا لسهلففإب تسلففدا

 بشرا تكلِ َاينلمنلسليوَلقروس ا

 

 طروبارية القديس باسيليوس
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ِ
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ِ
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ِ
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 القنداق

لسلفيفًّدتدل لسلشفرفا فاَ،لتسلفًّجفالل فللإ ي
 
للالِجرفللف ي
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 النشيد لوالدة الإله

لسلالففإلتحففدجففبففطففجففيففيفف لسلاجفف ففا لِفف ل ففالتسلففدا سيففتففرففالسلففبففتففو ل لكل،
سل َ ة،لَنلحدتدلسلطب عةلقدل مبتل  كبللانلسلفولادالحفرفظفتفكل
لبفعفدلسلفولادال يتفولا،لتسلفيفوَل فاَللفكل فحلفوقفاللفمفحف فاابل فالمفنل ي

سقكلدسًيا لمللإ  يتو ،لتلعدلسليوَلح ةبل  الَ لسلالإللمصي

 

جيا الالهية :   رسالة الليتر

 مَدمةلسلًّسالة

فَفوسل
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Our church organizations: 

 

MAYA: organization of Melkite 

Catholics ages 18 – 26 (and at 

least 1 year out of high school) 

under patronage of our bishop, 

the Most Reverend Nicholas 

Samra.  https://melkite.org/maya  

 

MYO: Provides a common forum 

for all the young people of St. 

Basil's Church, and that the 

Organization initiate, coordinate, 

and direct religious, social, 

educational, and humanitarian 

programs designed to promote 

the involvement of its 

membership in the Christian Faith 

and the Melkite tradition.  

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/

myo.html 

 

NAMW: Promotes and support s 

vocations to the priesthood and 

religious life in the United States.   

https://melkite.org/namw  

 

**Sunday School and all other 

church activities are suspended 

due to COVID-19 . 

 

 

ل لتآلففًِّلسلفف ففل  لسلففًّسففلب للففجففيففيفف ا
لثففم  ثففملِففًّسلىللفف ففعففَففوِ ،
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ِ
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ُ
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ُ
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   31 – 11:  11الانجيل متر 
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لِ
ِ
ول بلتل فنلسنل ف فت

ُ
له
م
لتسحد

ا
لسلا
م
 الح
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ِ
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ِ
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 طلبات خاصّة 

ليفولفاللسلف فوَتقفا،ل • لَإ  منلَجللشرفاللجفيفيف لسلفيفصفايف
دت  ل يج  ت.ًّ عوسلكل كلسلشكًّ،لكل كلقفطفمفبلل لكي

حَمبل َ ،ل استجبلتس   ال

سَحةِل • وسليولاللسل وَتقا،لت
 
منلَجللجيي لسلاينلِو 

ل ي
فعِففرفمليفًّحفيفتفكلف 

 
،لتِفيفت لَإ  يمف

 
قفرفوسِفرفملمف لسلففَفد

َ ل ل ل ففففا لقففففطففففمففففب لكلفففف ففففك ففففيففففات ، لسلم  سلففففيففففمفففف ففففوَ
حَمبل   استجبلتس

ل • ي
لف  لَإ  لتسلفففعفففامفففمففف لَإ  نففف لتسلفففيفففيفففًّ  لس  فففبفففال لَجفففل مفففن

ليفولفاللل سليجا  لَإ  ،لسلاينل عت ونلبفالفيفصفايف ي
سلصح 

لِفحفيفيِفرفمل
ْ
رمللفمفخفطفًّ،لَن

ِ
لح اِ لَإ  ن سل وَتقا،لمعًّ 

للفدمفتفرفم،لكلف فكل ي
دالف  ةلسلج   ل ميرملبالصح  تِيُنا
حَمبل َ ل استجبلتس  قطمبل ال

للففبفف ففان،ل • ي
ل  ففًّسدلشففعففبففكلف  مففنلَجففللسلشففرففاللسلففتففا  

َ،ل ثَففةلسلاقففرففجففا لكففا سل لمففنلجففًّ  سلففايففنلَ ففتففبففوسلبففجففًّسٍ 
للهفففففحفففففا فففففال لَإ  يمففففف

 
لسلفففففَفففففد لمففففف  لس بفففففد فففففة سحفففففةِ تسلفففففًّ 

،َ حَمبل سلاقرجا َ ل استجبلتس  كل كلقطمبل ال

ل • ي
،للالس يالف  .لس د   لَوعلسل ا ل ي

ك لف  منلَجللسلم 
لتسلعًّس.،لكل كلقطمبل الل لب ان لَإ  َ.ةلت ممط تسو

حَمبل  َ ل استجبلتس

   

had also received: that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again 
the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He 
appeared to Kephas, and after that, to the Twelve. Then He 
was seen by more than five hundred brethren at one time, 
many of whom are still with us, while some have fallen asleep. 
After that, He was seen by James, then by all the apostles, and 
last of all, as by one born out of due time, He was seen also by 
me. For I am the least of the apostles, and am not worthy to 
be called an apostle, because I persecuted God’s Church. But 
by God’s grace, I am what I am, and His grace in me has not 
been fruitless — in fact, I have labored more than any of 
them, yet not I, but God’s grace with me. Whether it be I or 
they (who speak), this is what we preach, and this you have 
believed. 
ALLELUIA: Ps.30: 2,3 (Tone 3) In You, O Lord, I have hoped: let 
me never be put to shame. In Your justice, save me and 
deliver me. Stichon: Be for me a protecting God, a sheltering 
house to save me. 
 
The Holy Gospel 
GOSPEL: Matthew 11:11-21 
At that time a certain young man came to Je-sus and said, 
“Good Master, what good work shall I do to have eternal 
life?” He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is 
good but God. But if you will enter into life, keep the 
commandments.” He said to Him, “Which?” And Jesus 
answered, - ‘Thou shalt not kill, thou shalt not commit 
adultery, thou shalt not steal, thou shalt not bear false wit-
ness, honor thy father and mother, and, thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself.” The young man said to Him, “All these I 
have kept; what is still lacking in me?” Jesus said to him, “If 
you will be perfect, go, sell what you have, and give to the 
poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow 
Me.” But when the young man heard these words, he went 
away sad, for he had great possessions. But Jesus said to His 
disciples, “Amen I say to you, with difficulty will a rich man 
enter the kingdom of heaven. And further I say to you it is 
easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle, than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.” The disciples, 
hearing this, were exceedingly astonished, and said, “Who 
then can be saved?” And looking upon them, Jesus 
 
Special Petitions 

• For all your people who have proven positive with the 
Covina virus, that they may be restored to full health and 
offer you their praise and thanksgiving, we pray to you, 
Lord, hear us and have mercy. 

• For all those who have died as a result of the corona virus 
that he may be granted rest with the Saints and the 
mercy of God in the Heavenly Kingdom, we pray to You, 
Lord, hear us and have mercy. 

• For doctors, nurses, and all in health care, risking their 
lives to minister to those afflicted with the corona virus, 
that they remain safe, and in good health as they serve 
others, we pray to You, Lord, hear us and have mercy. 

• For all your people in Lebanon who were hurt during the 
disastrous explosion, that they may be restored to full 
health, and for those who died that they may be granted 
rest among the Saints, we pray to You, Lord, hear us and 
have mercy. 

https://melkite.org/maya
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
https://melkite.org/namw


O Jesus, Who has said, "Ask and 

you shall receive, seek and you 

shall find, knock and it shall be 

opened," through the 

intercession of the Theotokos, 

Your Most Holy Mother, I knock, 

I seek, I ask that my prayer be 

granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, "All that 

you ask of the Father in My 

Name, He will grant you," 

through the intercession of the 

Theotokos Your Most Holy 

Mother, I humbly and urgently 

ask your Father in your name 

that my prayer will be granted. 

 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, "Heaven 

and earth shall pass away but 

My word shall not pass away," 

through the intercession of the 

Theotokos Your Most Holy 

Mother, I feel confident that my 

prayer will be granted.  

 
 
 
 

St. Basil’s Announcements: 

 
SACRIFICIAL GIVING:  AUGUST 11, 2020:  Budgets: $1874.00, Envelopes:  $1,844.00; Loose:  $30.00; 
Building Fund:$365.00;   Stipends: $285.00;: Candles: $73.00.                                                                                                                             
 
Any parishioner, young or old, interested in reading the Epistle in English or Arabic at the Liturgies should 
contact Father Ephrem or the Deacons as soon as possible. Presently, during the summer, there is no 
schedule and Father Joe has been calling for volunteers. If you wish to read at this time, please call Fr. 
Joe.  This is the last time for new or past readers. You must register your name or you will not be included 
in the schedule. 
 
Please be advised that the weekly bulletin has not been printed due to the COVID-19 guidelines and 
restrictions, but presently, information is available online, church face book page and on you-tube. 
 
“Work for the Lord, the pay isn’t great, but the retirement plan is out of this world.” 
 
Due to the escalating situation in Lebanon and the Middle East, please remember in your prayers and 
sacrifices, the victims and their families of this unfortunate devastation. Let us open our hearts and 
offer any assistance to this noble cause. Envelopes have been placed at the entrance to the church 
where you can place your generous gifts in the basket provided to aid our brothers and sisters in 
Lebanon in their recovery from the disastrous explosion in Beirut.  Gifts and donations will be 
forwarded to the Diocese so that they may arrive to the proper beneficiaries. All Checks should be 
payable to the DIOCESE OF NEWTON. May Christ God have mercy on His people. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Today, August 23rd, 2020, there will be a special collection taken up for MELKITE DIOCESAN SUPPORT. 
Please help subsidize our monthly payment of $1,645.00 for the operation of our Diocese, which amounts 
to $19,740,00 per year. Please give generously. 
 

MYSTERIES OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION: The three Mysteries of Baptism, Chrismation and Holy Eucharist 
are always celebrated together in one ceremony. One month notice is required and one baptismal 
preparation meeting is required with the pastor. 

MYSTERY OF HOLY CONFESSIONS: In one way or another, we have neglected God. None of us have lived 
a perfect life. No matter what we have done, we can always return home. Available weekly one hour 
before the Divine Liturgy or by appointment.  

MYSTERY OF HOLY CROWNING: Six month notice, an initial meeting with the priest, marriage 
preparation sessions are required. You must be an active member of the parish. 

MYSTERY OF HOLY ANOINTING: Available for anyone who is ill. Please contact Fr. Ephrem 

IN GOOD STANDING: For your Pastor to sign letters of recommendation, family and student school 
related papers, character reference or any civil document for a registered parishioner, one must be in 
good standing with the Church, spiritually and giving noticeable TIME, TALENT, & TREASURE on a regular 
and continuing basis to our parish.  

ST. BASIL’S FELLOWSHIP will meet after the Divine Liturgy in Cultural Center. Because there was a little 
hiatus since the last one, we urge and encourage all members to be in attendance.  Please mind your 
social distancing to keep everyone safe. 

PLEASE NOTE: There is no charge for the celebration of the Holy Mysteries (Sacraments). However, it is 
appropriate to offer a gift of thanksgiving.  Following are the suggested offerings to the Church for 
parishioners who request pastoral services. Liturgy $10.00; 40-Day Memorial $35.00; Baptism $75.00; 
Wedding $300.00; Funeral $300.00. 



 

Prayer for the dead 

O God of all spirits and of all 
flesh, who have destroyed 
death, overcome the devil, and 
given life to the world: grant, O 
Lord to the souls of your 
servants, who have departed 
from this life, that they may rest 
in a place of light, in a place of 
happiness, in a place of peace, 
where there is no pain, no grief, 
no sighing. And since You are 
gracious God and Lover of 
mankind, forgive them every sin 
they have committed by 
thought, or word, or deed, for 
there is not a man who lives 
and does not sin: You alone are 
without sin, your righteousness 
is everlasting, and your word is 
true.  
For You are the Resurrection 
and the Life, and the Repose of 
your departed servants, O 
Christ our God, and we render 
glory to You, together with your 
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving 
Spirit, now and always and 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

TODAY, AUGUST 23, 2020: TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. LEAVE-TAKING OF THE FEAST OF 
THE DORMITION OF OUR BLESSED LADY THE MOTHER OF GOD; COMMEMORATION OF THE HOLY 
MARTYRS LUPPUS AND OF THE HOLY HIEROMARTYR IRENAEUS, BISHOP OF LYONS.                                                                                                                             

10:00 a.m.  DIVINE LITURGY: 
 
 +     REV. ALBERT AZRAK by M/M Zaky Nassaney. 
 +     CABRINA PASQUALINE CIPRIANO by Hon. Thomas Lazieh & Family. 
 +     HON.  LOUIS E. AZAR, ESQ. by Michael & Afaf Ashkar.    
 +     DONALD AJMO by Ron & Mary Di Gregorio. 
 +     VICTORIA PROCHNIAK by Kawsar Boudjouk & Children. 
 +     RICHARD S. PROCHNIAK by his children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. 
 +     MICHAEL FAYAN by his Family.  
 +     MARY LAMONTAGNE by Ron & Mary Di Gregorio & Family.    
 +     STEVEN KILSEY by his brother Jeffrey Kilsey. 
 +     JOSEPH P. AZAR, JR by Faiz & Susan Albatal. 
 +     ANITA & JOSEPH BRULE by the Family. 
 +     YOUSEF AGHIA by M/M Tony, Andree & Janet Charchafliah. 
 +     JAY PAUL by his parents, Dr. & Mrs. Biswa N. Paul. 
 +     RIZKALLAH DEKKI by Gloria Deckey. 
 +     GEORGE BOUDJOUK by Jared & Stephanie Hart. 
 +     ALBERT J. KISHFY by Edmond Shabo.   
 +     YUSUF & BLANCHE MUSSALLI by Georgette F. Saggal. 
 +     GEORGE DECKEY by Jane Jabren. 
 +     GEORGEANNA DECKEY by Joanne & Thomas Sabbagh. 
 +     ROSE KHOURY by Dr. & Mrs. Roland Ghanem. 
 +     JULIA & FRED KISHFY by the Family. 
 +     ELIAS J. KISHFY by the Aleppian Aid Society & Ladies’ Auxiliary. 
 +     YOUSSEF MADOUR by Paul Ashkar & Family. 
 +     FRANCIS A. SAGGAL by Bud & Mary Saggal. 
 +     WAYNE LACY by Vinnie & Barbara Soucar. 
 +     MARK HADDAD by Mrs. Catherine Kando. 
 +     VINCENT H. CAPALDI, JR. by Marcos & Marie Valentin. 
 +     GEORGE P. BANNA, JR. by Mrs. Shirley Moon Lemay. 
 +     LOUIS SIMON SARKAS & MATHILDE SARKAS by their granddaughter, Dr. Jennifer Sarkas. 
 +     ELIAS JOSEPH SARKAS by his daughter, Dr. Jennifer Sarkas. 
 +     HALA ASHKAR KARRAZ by M/M George Mardo & Family. 
 +     MARJORIE & ANTHONY TAGER by the Family. 
 +     JOSEPH BERETTA, SR. & ADRIANNE BERETTA by the Family. 
 +     ANN BERETTA MORFILI & NORMAN BERETTA, JR. by the Family. 
 +     HOLY & FORGOTTEN SOULS IN PURGATORY by M/M Joseph Saggal. 
For the wellbeing, health, protection  and salvation of the servants of God; Archdeacon George Yany, Jackson 
Scholz, Sally Gravino, Leigh-Ann Di Gregorio, Francine Robat, Fred Koussa, and Samir Boudjouk. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 2020:  THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST.  COMMEMORATION OF OUR FATHERS AMONG THE SAINTS ALEXANDER, JOHN AND PAUL 
THE LATTER, ARCHBISHOPS OF CONSTANTINOPLE. 
10:00 a.m.  DIVINE LITURGY: 
 
+    Souhail Albatal & Haiat Neima by their children. 
+    REV. ALBERT AZRAK by Mr. Dennis Dakake. 
+    JOSEPH & ANGELA KAYATA by Michael & Barbara O’Rourke & Family. 
+    CHARLES & ANNE O’ROURKE by Michael & Barbara O’Rourke & Family. 
+    LAYLA ANGELA CHARETTE by Uncle Michael, Auntie B., Greg & Katie. 
+    GEORGE & ELLA (LAZIEH) HARRIS by Hon. Thomas Lazieh & Family. 
+    MARY A. MOON (11th Anniv.) by her children & grandchildren. 
+    MARY WAKIM TAHHAN by Samir & Hanaa Boudjouk. 
+    YOUSEF AGHIA by Marwan & Afaf Ashkar. 
+    JOSEPH P. AZAR, JR. by George Madour & Family. 
+    GEORGE P. BANNA, JR. by Mrs. Joan T. Ray. 
+    ANITA & JOSEPH BRULE by the Family. 
+    VINCENT H. CAPALDI, JR. by Brian & Christine Gilmore & Family. 
+    ROSE KHOURY by Dr. Roland & Micheline Ghanem. 
+     DONALD AJMO by Michael & Lina Raheb & Family. 
+     HON. LOUIS E. AZAR, ESQ. by Deacon Gilbert & Mimi Altongy. 
+     JAY PAUL by his parents, Dr. & Mrs. Biswa N. Paul. 
+     VICTORIA PROCHNIAK by M/M Jamil Mardo & Family (Beirut, Lebanon). 
+     YOUSSEF MADOUR by Anthony Brahimsha & Family. 
+     DR. YUSUF & BLANCHE MUSSALLI by Jalal & Souad Dekki. 
+     GEORGE BOUDJOUK by James Procter & Family. 
+     GEORGEANNA DECKEY by Terry McMichael. 
+     STEVEN KILSEY by his brother Jeffrey Kilsey. 
+     WAYNE LACY by Sally Gravino. 
+     ELIAS J. KISHFY by Samir & Hanaa Boudjouk. 
+     GEORGE DECKEY by M/M George Mardo. 
+     JULIA & FRED KISHFY by the Family. 
+     ALBERT J. KISHFY by M/M Stephen Walsh & Family. 
+     FRANCIS A. SAGGAL by Joe Sackal. 
+     RIZKALLAH DEKKI by George & Sherine Mussalli. 
+     MARK HADDAD by Ken, Ann, Allyson & Kimberly Sabbagh. 
+     HALA ASHKAR KARRAZ by Joe & Yolanda Saggal. 
+     MARJORIE & ANTHONY TAGER by the Family. 
+     JOAN ZAINYEH by Shirley Moon Lemay. 
+    AMANDA ROWEY by her parents, Anthony & Fadia Rowey. 

Divine Li turgy Intent ions  



 

This Monday, August 24, 2020, 

Deacon Dr. Gilbert Altongy  
will celebrate his 6th Anniversary of Ordination to the Diaconate.  

We offer our heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to  

Deacon Gilbert, his wife Mimi and his Family.  

We thank God for the generous and selfless ministry 

 rendered to our community.  

Many more blessed years filled with Peace, health and joy! 

HAPPY DIACONATE ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY!   



The three synoptic Gospels – Matthew, 
Mark and Luke – all record Christ’s 
meeting with a rich young man who 
sought His guidance. The young man 
(Luke calls him a “ruler”) seeks to know 
what to do to have eternal life. Christ 
responds by telling him to keep the 
commandments. When pressed to be 
more specific, the Lord begins by listing 
the Ten Commandments. Then He 
quotes the Great Commandment from 
Leviticus, “You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.” 

The young man says that he has kept all 
these commandments from his youth 
and presses the Lord to tell him what 
more he should do. The Lord Jesus then 
attempts to lead him from a stage of merely being obedient to 
God’s commandments, to one of being in a relationship of love 
with God. 

Christ tells the young man what must happen “If you want to be 
perfect” (v. 21): he must give his wealth to the poor and follow 
Jesus as He went from place to place proclaiming the kingdom of 
God. The Lord offered this inquirer the chance to join the company 
of His disciples, to show that he preferred life with Christ to 
enjoying his possessions. The young man declined. 

 

What Does It Mean to Be Perfect? 

The Lord has held out this goal of “perfection” before, in the 
Sermon on the Mount. Being “perfect” seems an impossible task if 
we think it means absolute perfection without any fault or stain. In 
the Greek of the New Testament (and our Liturgy), however, to be 
“perfect” or to be “complete” might best be translated “to be all 
that we were meant to be:” living in the light of the Lord, walking 
in His way. Jesus pushed His hearers to go beyond the 
commandments to arrive at a more godly way of life. 

The path to perfection, as Christ teaches, begins with making a 
choice between following Him and devoting oneself to enjoying 
the things of the world. As He said so clearly, “No one can serve 
two masters: for either he will hate the one and love the other, or 
else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and mammon” (Mt 6:24). 

 

Do I Serve Mammon? 

Most of us do not think that we are “serving mammon.” We may 
even look down on the obviously greedy or on people driven by 
addictions. Yes, there are people who “serve” money, drugs or sex. 
They may be slaves to alcohol or tobacco. We don’t believe that 
we are controlled like that. 

To reflect on just how our ego may be tied to the things of this 
world, consider how difficult it is to fast for any length of time: 
how much we feel the loss of a favorite food and to what lengths 
we go to find a pleasing substitute… and how happy we are when 
the Fast is over. 

In addition, “mammon” can also include the non-material wealth 
of this world: power, prestige or social position. How do we feel 

when another is promoted over us, receives a 
bigger bonus or a more lucrative assignment. 
Serving mammon takes many forms and they all 
interfere in some way with our relationship to 
God. 

 

The Fathers on the Power of Mammon 

When St John Chrysostom commented on this 
Gospel passage, he noted that being devoted to 
the things of this world did not make you free. 
“The rich man is a slave, being subject to loss, and 
in the power of everyone wishing to do him 
harm” (Homily 46 on Matthew). Serving 
mammon is a form of slavery. 

In another place, Chrysostom said, “If you see 
someone greedy for many things, you should 

consider him the poorest of all, even if he has acquired everyone’s 
money. Be accustomed to judge poverty and affluence by the 
disposition of the mind, not by the substance of his possessions. 
Serving mammon is a kind of poverty. As some people today 
phrase it, “What you own, owns you.” 

 

Asceticism and the Pursuit of Perfection 

The choice between serving God and mammon is at the heart of 
Christian asceticism, where making that choice is lived and 
experienced on a daily basis. It is most intensely observed by 
monastics, but also by Christians living in this world, married or 
single. A person living an ascetic life tries to distance himself or 
herself from being tied to the passing pleasures of the world so as 
to be more open to following Christ and living the life of God. 

People often consider life with God as something of the world to 
come It is clear to most people, even in the wider society, that our 
earthly attachments have no place in heaven. A recent installment 
in Dan Piraro’s widely syndicated cartoon strip, Bizarro! makes this 
point. Two long-time residents of heaven are observing two 
younger ones. “Most of the new arrivals seem incapable of 
conversation,” the eldest notes. “They just stare at their hands in 
despair,” trying to text, but there are no electronic devices in 
heaven! 

Yes, there are no cigarettes, no movies, no alcohol in heaven. To 
be without them would surely frustrate someone who has made 
enjoying these things the focus of life. Thus some Christian 
thinkers have observed that to be in heaven without the object of 
one’s passions would actually be to dwell in hell. 

But the differences between this age and the age to come are not 
really the point. Life with God, transformation into the image of 
God, begins now, with baptism. That life is meant to be 
experienced in ever deeper ways as we mature in the Christian life 
here, as well as in the life of the age to come. The Christian seeks 
to avoid anything which can captivate our minds and, at best, 
distract us from that relationship to God. Following Christ is meant 
to be the real source of our joy here on earth, as well as in the 
world to come. Serving Christ in worship and ministering to Him in 
the needy should be our joys, rather than obligations to be gotten 
through as quickly as possible. The Christian life, to paraphrase St 
Catherine of Siena, is meant to be “heaven all the way to heaven.” 

 Relationship of love with God 



 
August Liturgical Calendar 

Jesus Christ, you travelled through towns and villages “curing every disease and illness.”  

At your command, the sick were made well.  

Come to our aid now, in the midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience your healing love.  

Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their strength and health through quality medical care. 

Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and neighbors from helping one another. 

Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders. 

Stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow. Be with those who have died from the virus.  

May they be at rest with you in your eternal peace. Be with the families of those who are sick or have died.  

As they worry and grieve, defend them from illness and despair. May they know your peace.  

Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals who seek to heal and help those affected  

and who put themselves at risk in the process. May they know your protection and peace.   

Be with our priests and spiritual care givers.  May they know that they are loved and cared for. 

Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act with charity and true concern for the well-being of the people  

they are meant to serve. Give them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that will help prepare for or prevent future outbreaks.  

May they know your peace, as they work together to achieve it on earth. 

Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this illness or only a few, 

 Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In place of our anxiety, give us your peace. 

For You are a God of mercy, kindness, and love, and we glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever and ever. Amen. 



 
Following Jesus—Kids bulletin 

Jesus and the rich young man 



 COVID-19 Updates 



Announcements  



 

New England Stone 

15 Branch Pike  

Smithfield, RI 02117 

(401) 232-2040  

Monuments . Benches . Paving Blocks 

772 Dexter Street., Central Falls, RI 
www.massudflooring.com 

 Carpets-Vinyl-Hardwood-Laminate-Ceramic Tile 

       “Come See The Massud Family Today” 

James M. Procter 

Sales Manager 

NMLS# 23362 

Toll free :  844-500-5552X3501 

Direct :   401-589-1601 

Mobile :  401-744-1532 

E-Fax :   866-449-9855 

James.Procter@nationslending.com 

800 Oaklawn Ave. Suite C-201, Cranston, 

RI 02920 

 

Joseph Raheb 

Attorney at Law 

650 Washington Highway 

Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865 

401-333-3377 

James A. Briden  
Attorney At Law 

Blais Cunningham & Crowe Chester, LLP 
P.o.Box 1325      150 Main street Pawtucket, RI 02862 

www.Blaislaw.com  

401-723-1122 Fax : 401-726-6140 

Email : jbriden@blaislaw.com 

 

Offshore Seafood 
‘Quality at its best’ 

Fresh  Frozen 

 

Bob Marcoux 401-737-3763 

Stephen m. Cushman, CPA., MST 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Regal Consulting Group  

Real Estate Consulting and Valuation 

 

Michael P. Lefrancois Jr.  

President & Chief Consultant 

640 George Washington Hwy-Bldg B 

Suite 103-Lincoln RI 02865 

401-626-6619 

mike@regalcgroup.com 

MICHELLE H. LEFRANCOIS 

Sales Associate 

369 South Main St.  

Providence, RI 02903 

401-274-1644 
 

M  401-935-5854 

F   401-331-1719 

E   Michelle.Lefrancois@LilaDelman.com 

401-274-8400    

Fax : 401-274-9242 

Email: steve@mlcpa.com 

webpage: mlcpa.com 

  

Proud to be part of your community.  
401.233.4700 — www.navigantcu.org 

New location:  
3102 Mendon Rd. Cumberland, RI 02864 

Phone: (401) 658-1155  

Advertisements 

https://nbgqa.com/new-england-stone/


Advertisements 

Gonsalves/Pastore Realty 
121 Broad Street, Cumberland,  

RI 02814 

V. Edward Fayan 
Broker/Associate * Licensed in RI & MA 

Bus: 401-728-2770  Cell : 401-474-7271 

NAYCO 
Great Family Store 

190 Front Street 

Lincoln Shopping Center 

_________________________ 

724-7504 

 

www.fayanlaw.com 

Park Printers, Inc 
Service-Quality-Affordability  

Full service Printing since 1976 

496 Power Road, Pawtucket, RI  

401-728-8650 

    A Brilliant Choice! 

   Carl J. Sahady 
   President 
   Narragansett Shopping Plaza 
   (Next to Stop & Shop) 
   Pawtuckett, Rhode Island 
   401-728-8101 

 

Shirley A. Moon Lemay, CPIW 
 

Tel : 401-725-0070 

Fax : 401-726-2620 

P.O. Box 158, One Walker Street 

Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865 

Keith E. Fayan, Esq. 
Hope Artiste Village 

1005 Main Street, Unit 1204 

Pawtucket, RI-02860 

T: 401-475-2755  F: 401-223-6387 

kef@fayanlaw.com 

Admitted in Mass & RI 

 

  

 “CUSTOMIZE YOUR DREAMS”  

SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM MADE JEWELRY & ON-SITE  

JEWELRY AND WATCH REPAIR WHILE YOU WAIT  

Cash 4 *Gold/Silver/Diamonds/Platinum*  

Sami Karraz, President - 508-643-3543  

ElieJewelers@comcast.net  

999 South Washington St., N. Attleboro, MA 02760  

(EMERALD SQUARE MALL LOCATED ON THE FIRST FLOOR)  

Feel Better Live Better  
 

Lincoln: 401.475.6599  

Cranston: 401.533.9616  

N. Smithfield: 401.597.5840  

Warwick: 401.737.4581  

E. Greenwich: 401.398.7988  

Providence: 401.276.0800  

Coventry: 401.615.3140  

Lincoln: 401.475.6599  

PATRICIA MELKOUN VP of Administration  

www.elitephysicaltherapy.com  

pmelkoun@elitephysicaltherapy.com  

 
If you wish to advertise your business in our weekly bulletin,  

please email  
office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com 


