
 

 

St. Basil the Great 

Melkite Greek Catholic Church 

St 

 

February 4,  2024 

Address  

15 Skyview Drive 

Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865  

Tel (401) 722-1345  

Parish Website 

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

Facebook   

https://www.facebook.com/

StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek 

CatholicChurchRI/ 

YouTube  

https://bit.ly/3gkI2Uk 

Email 

office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

 

Office hours  

Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm  

 Divine Liturgy  

Winter Schedule Begins This week 

Saturday: 9:00 AM  

Sunday: 11:15 AM 

 

Pastoral Emergencies  

and anointing of the sick   

(401)722-1345  

Holy Mysteries 

 

Reconciliation 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will 
be available before and after the 
Divine Liturgy or by appointment 

 

Baptism 

Please arrange with the pastor 

 

Marriage 

A notice of at least 6 months should 
be given to the pastor, before the 
proposed wedding date to arrange 

for the required interview and 
instructions 

 
 نشيد القيامة باللحن الثالث

لتفرح السماويات، وتبتهج الارضيات. لأن الرب صنع 
 اززالززمزز،ت، وصززار ازز زززرو 

و
 اسززاعززطىء، وووت الززمزز،ت

ب
اً عزز

 الزز زالززل 
و
الامز،ات، ونقزنززمقزا مزا جز،م الززحز زيززل، ومزنز 

 عظيلو الرحمة. 
 
 

نشيد دخول ربنا يسوع المسيح الى الهييي يا بياليليحين 
 الاول

 الالهِ ال مرات الممتلئة قِ مزة، لأقزه مزنزِ  
و
إفرحي يا والطىة

ي 
 
 الزمهزا  زل  

ب
 إلهُنا، مُزنزاًا

ُ
ق شمسُ ال طىلِ المسي  نشر

 عزز  
 
هز ،  ززااِز 

ً
 اللًاززطى

ُ
 نهززهزا الدززيز 

و
 نقزا

َ
ح الزظزز و. وافززرو

 قف،سِنا، والمن لو علينا االنيامة. 
و
 مُ تِ 

و
 ذِراعي 

 
 

 طروبارية القديس باسيليوس
  
َ
زززا
 
ززِ ززل
و
ي اززز  الأرل. فزززاقززهززا  ززطى  

 
  
و
زز 
ُ
 مززنززز ززن

و
لززنززطى ذان

 
و
، ونوضز زا

ب
زا  إلزهزي 

ب
 بيزاقزا

و
نا ال نائطى ا م ، المي اه بيَّ

. فيا نهزهزا اُبُ   البشر
و
 نخ ق

و
ما

َّ
 الكائنات، وقظ

و
طبي ة

ي 
 
، إبتهز  إ  الزمزسزيز ه ا لزه    ذو الكهن،ت المل،كي

ال ارُّ
 خ ص قف،سنا. 

 
 

 قنداق الختام باللحن الاول

 
و
س المست،دن

َّ
ا ام،لطىءِ  طى  ا له، يا مو

ُ
ها المسي  نهُّ

 
و
 اما يلي ، لنطى اادرت

و
 يطىي سم ان

و
، وبارك البت، ي 

ي 
 
 اس وٍ  

و
ت   وخللاتنا. فاحفظ رعيَّ

ب
اُن نيضا

ها الم بُ  ال روب، ونيطى عبيطىك المها نحببتهل، نهُّ

ه وحطىك. 
 البشر

 

 
Troparion of the Resurrection (tone 3) 
Let all in heaven rejoice, and all on earth be glad, for the Lord has 
exerted power with His arm: By death He has trampled upon 
Death and has become the firstborn from the dead. He has 
delivered us from the bosom of Hades and has granted to the 
world great mercy  
 
 
Troparion of the Encounter (Tone 1) 
Hail, O Full of grace, Virgin and Mother of God: for from you has 
arisen the Sun of Justice, Christ our God, enlightening those who 
stand in darkness. You too, O just Elder Simeon, rejoice, for you 
carried in your arms the Redeemer of our souls, our Resurrection. 
 
 
Troparion of St Basil 
Your voice has sounded all over the earth, that accepted your 
preaching. You gave a divine explanation of doctrine, and made 
clear the nature of creatures, and set a rule of life for men. Holy 
Father, and Kingly Priest, intercede with Christ God to grant us 
great mercy.  
 
 
Kontakion of the Encounter (Tone 1) 

O Christ our God, who through Your birth have sanctified the 

virginal womb and have blessed the arms of Simeon, You have 

come today to save us. When wars prevail, keep your people in 

peace and strengthen our public authorities in every good deed, 

for You alone are the Lover of Mankind. 

 
 
 

 Sunday of Meat-Fare - 3rd Day of Celebration of the Feast of the of the Presentation of 
our Lord - Commemoration of our Holy Father Isidore of Pelusium 

http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gSoG7RG4sA-lGDWDfFIE4hFNeub9DgACqHVjFC25_XLZYIOxnKWCfvSk
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3gkI2Uk%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3A4ZovTontTErgD-KhDBkZAqs9QkFTlT-dWmDF16jJlbbjf1K3HeSg2ag&h=AT0l5abQIbAo_FiI6C90Jrc-zoSOPpjSiOu0Xz8dZmmbbOqnLKYOfBoKDMOrOVpIBM-PJOxEe5s7WvS5OeAhdguFWCFUmiLlnGaUn1xuJHbaD74fN0-3Hd3dRV
mailto:office@stbasilthegreat@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Our church organizations: 

 

MAYA: Organization of 

Melkite Catholics ages 18 – 26 

(and at least 1 year out of high 

school) under patronage of our 

bishop, the Most Reverend 

Nicholas Samra.   

https://melkite.org/maya  

 

MYO: Provides a common 

forum for all the young people 

of St. Basil's Church, and that 

the Organization initiate, 

coordinate, and direct 

religious, social, educational, 

and humanitarian programs 

designed to promote the 

involvement of its membership 

in the Christian Faith and the 

Melkite tradition.  

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html 

 

NAMW: Promotes and 

supports vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life in 

the United States.   

https://melkite.org/namw  

 

 

 

 
 مقدمة الرسالة

 
ب
، لنطى اان  ي خ صا ي وتسبيحي

 الربُّ  ،ت 
ي 
، وا  الم،تِ لل يُسلمن 

ب
ده ا
ْ
ي الربُّ تأ

 ندبن 
 

 )2: 9ا   8: 8ك،رقثس   1الرسالة )
زنزا 
ْ
زل
 
ا
 
 ن
َ
زا إِن
َّ
ق
و
بُزنزا ا  َ، لأ  اوو لا يُزنزر 

َّ
 ال 
َّ
يا إخ،ة، إِن

زك. ولزكزا احزمروا ان 
ُ
زنزن
و
زَ  لزل ق

ُ
 لل قأا

َ
 وإِن
َ
د
و
دً
و
ل ق
 
ل

 
و
 لزلزضز زفزات. فزنقزه إِن ر ك

 
ة  سُل اقكل  ما م ار

و
ي ،ن

ي بزتزاِ الاونزان، 
 
  
ب
كئا
َّ
 ال لل، مُت

و
 المي ل 

و
قا
 
، ن
ٌ
حطى
 
ن

ا  ذاائ  
 
ى ضماًء، إِذ  ، ض يف، ع  ن ف  هتن،َّ

 
ن

 الضزز ززيززف 
ُ
، الا 

و
الاونزان  فززيززهزلزز ، اسززبززبِ عززلزمِزز 

جله. و  ما إذ تزطز زئز،ن إِ  
و
 لأ
ُ
 المسي 

و
المي مات

ززززمِزززاً زززل الضززز زززيززززف، اقزززمززززا 
و
 ض
و
الاخززز،ة، وتزززحَززززرحززز،ن

 الزز زز ززاوُ 
و
تززطزز ززئزز،ن إ  الززمززسززيزز . فززلززملزز  إِن اززان

 
و
ز 
ّ
شِزك
ُ
 ن
َّ
، ف   اُ  الزلز زلو إِ  الاازطى، لزئز  ي

ح 
 
 ن
ُ
 
ّ
يدك

 يسز ن 
ُ
يزا
 
مزا رن
 
  ن
ب
 حزرا

ُ
لسزا

 
  ن
 
 رسز،؟

ُ
لسزا

 
. ن ي
ح 
 
ن

ي الزرب  إِن لزل 
 
قزتزل عزمز ي  

 
لسزتزل ن

 
بزنزا  ن المسي  ر 

ي 
ت 
و
ي رسزز،لٌ الززيززكززل، لأ

 إِ   خززريززا، فززنِت 
 
كززاَ رسزز،؟

 
ن

ي الرب. 
 
قتل  

 
ي  ، ن

 خاتلو رسالن 
 

  لل يا
 
و
ك
َ
ي هزز،وِ الضززيزز ، لززيزز ززضززطى

 
 الززربُّ  

و
لززتززسززتززحززلززب لزز 
 اسلُ إِلهِ ي ن،ب

 
و
 ماًان 

َ
، وبارك

و
 خلِكَ يا ربُ ش   

 
 نحطى مرفع الل ل
 )46-31: 25الاقحي  )من  

ي محطىءِ، وجميعُ 
 
 ال الرب: من  جات اباُ الانسانِ  

الم ئ ة النطىيسيً  م ه، حينئمٍ يحلسُ عز  عزر  
زهزل مزا 

و
 از زض

زيُزمزاً  ُ
و
عُ لطىيه از  الامزل ف حَمو

ُ
حطِىء. وت مو

 مزا الزحزطىات. ويزنزيزلُ 
و
 الراعي الطرام

ا ض، اما يُماً  ُ
ززمِززيززنززة والززحززطىات عززا يسززارة. حززيززنززئززمٍ   عززا يو

و
الززطززرام

 ، ي ين،ل المل  للمها عا يمينه: ت ال،ا يزا مز زاركي نت 
ي 
 اندززات الزز ززالززل. لأت 

ُ
 لززكززل مززنززم

 
رنزز،ا الززمززلزز  الززمزز ززطى

 
ُ
، كزنزا ي

زمز،ت 
ُ
سزنزت

و
 ف
ُ
، وع دزا ي

ج ا فأط متم،ت 
 
ب
، ومززريضززا ي

ززمزز،ت 
ُ
ززسزز،ت

 
ززك
و
 ف
ب
، وعززريزاقززا ي

ززمزز،ت 
ُ
 فززنويززت

ب
غزريزز ززا

. حززيززنززئززمٍ  َّ تززيززتززل إِ ي
 
 ن
ب
 مزز ززبزز،سززا

ُ
، وكززنززا ي

ززمزز،ت 
ُ
زز ززطىت
و
ف

 
ب
 جائ زا

و
هناك
 
، من  رن : يا رب    ائليً 

و
يحي ه اللاطىين،ن

 
و
هززنززاك

 
وعزز ززدززان فسززنززيززنززاك، ومززن  رن

 
طزز ززمززنززاك، ن

 
فززأ

 فز زسز،قزاك. ومزن  رنهزنزاك 
ب
و عزريزاقزا

 
 فزنويزنزاك، ن

ب
غري زا

  فزيزحزيززبُ الزمزلزز  
و
تزيزنززا إلزيز 

 
 فزأ
ب
 نو مز زبز،سزا

ب
مزريضزا

 ن ،لُ لكل، إِقكل الما ف لتل ذل  
و
وين،لُ لهل: ال  

ي فز زلزتزمز،ء.  حزيزنزئزمٍ  ي  ؤلات اللاغار فزن 
اأحطِى إِخ،ت 

ي يزززا 
 لزززلزززمهزززا عزززا يسزززارء: اذ زززبززز،ا عزززن 

ب
يضزززا
 
يزززنززز،ل ن

ة  التزس ومز ئز زتزه. 
 
م عيً  إ  النار الااطىية الم طى

 فززززلززززل 
ُ
، وعزززز ززززدززززا ي

 فززززلززززل تزززز زززز ززززمزززز،ت 
ُ
ي جزززز ززززا

لأت 
 فززلززل 

ب
، وعززريززاقززا ي

 فززلززل تززؤوت 
ب
 غززريزز ززا

ُ
، وكززنززا ي

تسززنزز،ت 
. حزيزنزئزمٍ  ي

وًروت   فزلزل تز
ب
 وم بز،سزا

ب
، ومريضا ي

ت س،ت 
 
و
 ويززنزز،لزز،ن: يززا رب  مززن  رنهززنززاك

ب
يضززا
 
يززحززيززبزز،قززه  ززل ن

 نو 
ب
 نو مزريضزا

ب
و عززريزاقزا

 
 ن
ب
و عز زدزان نو غزريزز زا

 
 ن
ب
جزائز زا

ن،لو لزهزل:    حينئمٍ يُحيبُ ويو
و
 ولل قططىم 

ب
م ب،سا

 لكل، الما لل تف ل،ا ذل  اأحطى  ؤلات 
ُ
ُ  ،ل 

 
 ن
و
ال  

ي لل تف ل،ء. فزيزم زبُ  زؤلات ا  عزنزابٍ  اللِاغار فن 
 ا  ال ياة الااطىية. 

و
اطىي، واللاطىين،ن

 
 ن

 
PROKIMENON: Psalm 117:14,18 (Tone 2)  
My strength and my courage is the Lord, and He has been my Savior. 
Stichon: The Lord has chastised me through his teaching, yet He has 
not delivered me to death. 
 
A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians 
Brethren, food does not commend us to God.  For neither shall we 
gain any advantage if we eat, nor suffer any loss if we do not.  And 
yet, beware lest perhaps this right of yours become a stumbling-
block to the weak.  For if a man sees you who “have knowledge” 
sitting at table in a place dedicated to idols, will not his conscience, 
weak as it is, be emboldened to eat idol offerings? And through your 
“knowledge” the weak one will perish, the brother for whom Christ 
died.  Now, when you sin in this way against the brethren and wound 
their weak conscience, you are sinning against Christ.  Therefore, if 
food scandalizes my brother, I will never again eat any more meat so 
as not to scandalize my brother. 
Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? 
Are you not my work in the Lord? And if to others I am not an 
apostle, yet to you I am.  For you are the seal set upon my 
apostleship in the Lord 
 
ALLELUIA: Psalm 19:1; 27:9 (Tone 2)  
The Lord shall hear you on the day of distress; the name of the God 
of Jacob shall defend you. 
Stichon: O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance. 
 
GOSPEL: Mt. 25:31-46, Sunday of Meat-Fare 
The Lord said, “At that time when the Son of Man shall come in His 
majesty, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of 
His glory; and before Him will be gathered all the nations, and He will 
separate them one from another, as the shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats; and He will set the sheep on His right hand, 
but the goats on the left.  Then the king will say to those on His right 
hand, Come, blessed of My Father, take possession of the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry 
and you gave Me to eat; I was thirsty and you gave Me to drink; I was 
a stranger and you took Me in; naked and you covered Me; sick and 
you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ Then the just 
will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and 
feed You; or thirsty, and give You to drink? And when did we see You 
a stranger, and take You in; or naked, and clothe You? Or when did 
we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ And answering, the 
King will say to them, ‘Amen I say to you, every time you did it for 
one of these, the least of My brethren, you did it for Me.’ Then He 
will say to those on His left hand, ‘Go away from Me, accursed ones, 
into the everlasting fire which was prepared for the devil and his 
ministers.  For I was hungry, and you did not give Me to eat; I was 
thirsty, and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger, and you did not 
take Me in; naked and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and 
you did not visit Me.’  Then they also will answer and say, ‘Lord, 
when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or 
sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?’ Then He will answer 
them, saying, ‘Amen I say to you as long as you did not do it for one 
of these least ones, you did not do it for Me.’ And these will go into 
everlasting punishment, but the just into everlasting life.”                

https://melkite.org/maya
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
https://melkite.org/namw


 

Prayer for the dead 

O God of all spirits and of all 
flesh, who have destroyed 
death, overcome the devil, and 
given life to the world: grant, O 
Lord to the souls of your 
servants, who have departed 
from this life, that they may rest 
in a place of light, in a place of 
happiness, in a place of peace, 
where there is no pain, no grief, 
no sighing. And since You are 
gracious God and Lover of 
mankind, forgive them every sin 
they have committed by 
thought, or word, or deed, for 
there is not a man who lives 
and does not sin: You alone are 
without sin, your righteousness 
is everlasting, and your word is 
true.  
For You are the Resurrection 
and the Life, and the Repose of 
your departed servants, O 
Christ our God, and we render 
glory to You, together with your 
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving 
Spirit, now and always and 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 

THIS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2024:  EIGHTH SUNDAY BEFORE PASCHA.  SUNDAY OF MEAT-FARE.      

                                                                                                                        

9:00 a.m: 
 
+    LOUISE AMEEN (8th Anniv.) by Judy Wilchynski. 
+    WALTER R. MOON (Birthday Remem.) by his sister, Shirley. 
+    ANITA & JOSEPH BRULE by M/M Norman E.Kishfy & Family. 
+    JULIA, FRED, ELIAS J. KISHFY by M/M Norman E. Kishfy, 
 
11:15 a.m: 
 
+    ROSE & HUNEIN KHOURY by Micheline Ghanem. 
+    VICTOURIA GEORGE ALCHIKH by Farid & Ebtisam Dib & Family. 
+    YOUSEF GEORGI DEEB by M/M Gabriel Peters. 
+    MAGEE MARTINEZ by Deacon Gilbert & Mimi Altongy. 
+    JOHN R. ROWEY by Najib & Seda Hana. 
+    JOSEPH P. HANNA by Elias & Barbara Deeb.  

Divine L i tur gy Intent ions  



 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Ask and you shall 

receive, seek and you 

shall find, knock and it 

shall be opened," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos, Your Most 

Holy Mother, I knock, I 

seek, I ask that my prayer 

be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"All that you ask of the 

Father in My Name, He 

will grant you," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos Your Most Holy 

Mother, I humbly and 

urgently ask your Father 

in your name that my 

prayer will be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Heaven and earth shall 

pass away but My word 

shall not pass away," 

through the intercession 

of the Theotokos Your 

Most Holy Mother, I feel 

confident that my prayer 

will be granted.  

SACRIFICIAL GIVING:  January 28, 2024: Budgets: $2,282.00 (Envelopes: $2,235.00; Loose:  $47.00; Candles: 

$84.00; Stole Offerings: $250.00; Building Fund: $40.00; Melkite Diocesan Support: $230.00; Addit’l Fuel: 

$20.00.                         
 

Father Ephrem has now been here three and a half years and has been fully available for parish services. Just 

email him at office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com and leave him your message. PLEASE! NO GRATUITIES! A cup of 

coffee or tea is just fine. He looks forward to in-person contact this New Year. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Anyone who is planning an ENGAGEMENT/BAPTISM/MARRIAGE RECEPTION PLANS is kindly 

requested to notify a member of the clergy BEFORE reception/party plans are made.  The Clergy may be already 

scheduled for something else on the day that you have rented a hall/restaurant.  Following this policy will help 

avoid any later misunderstandings. 
 

2024 ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDARS are available-free for the taking-at both entrances of the Church.                        

Following the liturgical cycle of the church year and remembering the Saints each day is an excellent way to 

attach yourself more closely to the worshipping community that is the church. 
 

REFLECTION: “Deal with the faults of others as gently as your own.”   -   Chinese Proverb 
 

ANY NEEDS OR THOUGHTS, CONCERNS, QUESTIONS, MISUNDERSTANDINGS, SUGGESTIONS, ETC. that you 

may have, please do not hesitate to contact any member of the Parish Advisory Council or any 

standing committee immediately.  Explanations/Corrections/Discussions/Changes will never be made unless all 

bring these concerns to us. Let us remain the united and caring community that we are. 
 

IN PRAYERFUL REMEMBRANCE:  Please continue to remember in your prayers all the needs of the parish fami-

ly, the sick and suffering, those who have asked for our prayers, the priests and bishops of the Catholic Church, 

those people who have been denied their basic human rights and dignity, the oppressed, the lonely, the home-

less and those who suffer and those who have  no peace of mind or heart. 
 

RHODE ISLAND CATHOLIC’S ANNUAL FEBRUARY SUBSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN is underway. To subscribe to your 

national award-winning diocesan newspaper, just drop the specially marked Subscription Drive weekly enve-

lope into the collection basket; log onto w.w.w.thericatholic.com and click Subscribe at the left order renew and 

even pay for your subscription online with a credit or debit card or call the newspaper’s Circulation Desk at 272-

1010 to subscribe by phone. Your Diocesan Newspaper depends on its faithful readers to continue its 146th year 

mission of bringing the good news of the church to your home each week.  Subscription only $30 per year. 
 

CLEANLINESS AND HEALTH: Please pick up after yourselves and the children during and following Coffee Hour; 

insects and rodents are attracted by what we leave throughout and around the interior and exterior of the 

building; it takes but a few moments to clean up well. Cultural Center, kitchen, and bar, should always be free of 

open food items.  Everyone: please take note: Hall dining tables, coffee serving areas, stainless steel tables, 

counters, sinks, stove etc. should be soap washed after every use and before leaving the building. The custodian 

does not always come in on our desired schedule. Thank you! 

 

PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE of any change of address or telephone number information. This will cut 

down on returned mail and time waste. Unfortunately, this has been an ongoing request but to no avail. Kindly 

give this your undivided attention and as Our Lord says in His parables: “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  

Thank you! 

mailto:office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com


The fellowship committee will be holding elections 

for chairperson, co-chair, and secretary at the next 

monthly meeting on Wednesday, February 7, 2023 

at 6:30 PM in the cultural center. Anyone who is in-

terested or who would like to nominate someone 

for a position please contact  

Sandra Elias at   (401) 617-8433.  



 Following Jesus 
Kids bulletin 





 

  

This Sunday the Church offers for us to contemplate on the Last 
Judgment, which is to come. In the Creed we say, "...He [Christ] shall 
come again with glory to judge the living and the dead..." We are still 
awaiting the Second Coming, and Jesus promised that He will return 
(see Mark 13). 

In the reading for this Sunday the Lord gives us, a rather brief, 
description of what will happen when He comes again, and calls all 
(living and the dead) to the judgement, the Final Judgement.  

If you read through the Gospel above and find yourself a bit scared, 
then good! Christ's words should instill some fear in us. And fear is 
good. In both the Psalms and Proverbs we find this verse, "The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom" (Psalm 111:10 & Proverbs 9:10). 
Yes, the Lord is both compassionate and loving, but He is also the Judge, 
and His judgment is just. Meaning, if we choose to follow Him today, 
right now, then He will judge according to that. If we choose to abandon 
Him, however, His judgment will also reflect that. God desires nothing 
less than our salvation, but He will not change Who He is and His 
judgment based on our desires.  

I would like for us to focus on three aspects from the reading: 

1. Why sheep vs goats? 

2. Grace & works 

3. Who are the least of Christ's brothers and sisters? 

Why sheep vs goats? 

What did goats ever do to be compared to the condemned sinners? 
What is so special about sheep that they are the symbol of the 
righteous? 

Keep in mind that Christ calls Himself the Good Shepherd and we are His 
herd, His sheep. 

Both sheep and goats were considered clean according to the Jewish 
Law, but there are some differences between them. Sheep were 
considered more valuable than goats, and were usually raised in greater 
numbers, and were much more obedient. The last part is very important 
here - the sheep are obedient.  

The shepherd walks in front of his sheep because they follow him. While 
the goats tend to go on their own and do their own thing. That's why 
sheep illustrate the righteous people - they follow the Shepherd's voice 
and are gently and productive.  The goats, on the other hand, indicate 
the unrighteous people (the cursed ones) because they go on their own 
way, without paying attention to the Shepherd. 

Grace & works. 

For centuries now there have been debates among Christians about the 
grace of God and our works. Are we saved by the grace of God alone? 
Or is our salvation dependent on our good works? Is it both or neither? 

 

The Orthodox Church has always taught, based on the words of Christ, 
that we are saved by the grace of God. But this does not mean that our 
behavior is irrelevant, as this Sunday's reading clearly illustrates.  

The righteous people will be saved, inherit the Kingdom of God 
prepared for them, because they do something right. They feed the 
hungry, welcome the strangers, clothe the naked, and visit the sick and 
imprisoned. But that's not really the point. The point is that they do it 
without even thinking about it twice.  

That's what separates the sheep from goats, the righteous from the 
cursed, those who are saved from those who are condemned. Right 
now, right at this moment, all of us are saved. Christ has died on the 
Cross, and resurrected, trampling down death by death, and bringing 
salvation to the humanity. Our behavior is the reflection of this fact. If 
we truly believe that we are saved, then we will act accordingly, that is 
feed the hungry, welcome the strangers, clothe the naked, and visit the 
sick and imprisoned, etc.  

In other words, we are not saved because of our supposed good works, 
rather we do good works because we are saved, because God has 
bestowed His grace on us. Our behavior is the reflection of our 
salvation. 

Does your behavior reflect your salvation? If not, and you are still 
breathing, then you still have time to change that! 

Who are the least of Christ's brothers and sisters? 

The least among Christ's brothers and sisters can be anyone from the 
poor to His followers, but most importantly someone who is in need. 
Some of the Holy Fathers say that the poor are saved because they let 
others exercise their Christian love.  

Why are they called the least? Because Christ's followers are humble, 
they do not seek self-exultation, they are the poor in spirit (for theirs is 
the Kingdom of heaven) (Matthew 5:3). They are also the least because 
they are literally poor. And all the poor are Christ's brothers and sisters. 

- - - - - 

Be an obedient sheep, rather than a free-spirited goat :)  

because you are saved. 

The Sheep and the Goats 



 

  

إذا أتيت يا الله على الأرض بمجدٍ، فترتعد منك البرايا بأسرها، ونهرُ النار يجري أمام 

لني  ني حينئذٍ من النار التي لا تطُفأ، وأه ِ عرشِك، والصُّحف تفُتَّح، والخفايا تشُهَّر. فنج ِ

 قنداق أحد الدينونة.”. للوقوف عن يمينك أيها الد يان العادل

هذا الأحد يسُمى أحد الدينونة أو أحد مرفع اللحم وهو الأحد الثالث من الآحاد الأربعة التي 

تسبق الصيام الكبير )الصيام الأربعينين المقد س( والتي تعُرف بآحاد التهيئة للصوم 

 الأربعيني.

يسي والعشار وأحد الإبن الضال عن  من بعد أن رأينا في الآحاد السابقة، أي في أحد الفر 

أهمية الإستعداد للصوم الكبير من خلال فضيلة التواضع والصلاة المنسحقة مع العش ار 

وأهمية التوبة أو الرجوع إلى الله، مع الإبن الضال، يبرز موضع الدينونة  والأعمال 

 الصالحة في هذا الأحد.

 

أحد مرفع اللحم، هو اليوم الأخير المسموح فيه بأكل اللحم قبل الصوم الكبير وبدأً من يوم 

الإثنين نرفع اللحم عن الموائد المسيحية. أما الأحد القادم فهو مرفع الجبن وهو الأسبوع 

الأخير الذي يسُمح فيه بأكل البياض ومن يوم الإثنين يرُفع الجبن عن الموائد ونبدأ بالصيام 

 الكامل عن الزَفَرَين ) اللحم والبياض(.

( وهو يأتي من بعد 64  -13:  52القراءة الإنجيلية من إنجيل متى الإصحاح )

” علامات المجيء وانقضاء الدهر”  الإصحاحات التي تتضمن كلام الرب  يسوع عن 

والأمثال التي تليها عن السهر والإنتظار: مَثلَ الخادم الأمين والعبد الرديء، مَثلَ العذارى 

 العشَْر ومَثلَ الوزنات.

في هذا الأحد تشُد د الكنيسة على أن الصوم عن الطعام وحده لا يكفي إن لم يكن مُقترناً 

يا أخوة، إن ”  بالأعمال الصالحة. رسالة الأحد تشرح هذه الفكرة بقول الرسول بولس: 

(. 8:  8كور  3” )  الطعام لا يقُربنا من الله، لأن إن أكلنا لا نزيد وإن لم نأكل لا ننقص 

 يأتي الجواب على كيف ينبغي أن نسلك في الصوم في تعليم الرب  يسوع عن الدينونة.

تعليم المسيح عن يوم الدينونة هو ليس بمثلَ بل هو وَصف لما سيحدُث في الأيام الأخير 

عند المجيء الثاني. هذا يؤكد حقيقة حدث الدينونة. نقول في دستور الإيمان عن المسيح 

هذا يؤكد أن حدث الدينونة سوف يتم “.  وأيضاً سيأتي بمجدٍ ليَدين الأحياء والأموات ”  أنه: 

سوف تجُمع إليه كل ”  عند المجيء الثاني. سوف يدين الرب  يسوع الجميع دون استثناء 

نحن نصلي إلى الله الرحيم والشفوق والمُتحن ن لكننا لا يمكن أن نعزل الله عن ”.  الأمم

 صفاته الأخرى وهي أنه الدي ان العادل أيضاً والذي سيجُازي كلُّ إنسان حسب أعماله.

يقول الرب  أنه سوف يَفرز البشر إلى مجموعتين، إلى خِراف وجِداء، لقد استعمل الرب  

هذا التمييز على أساس أن كلا من الخراف والجداء هما من الحيوانات العاشبة ولكن 

الفرق كبير من حيث السلوك بين الخراف والجداء. فالخراف معروفة كونها وديعة 

: 31ومُسالمة وهي تعيش ضمن جماعة واحدة وتعرف صوت الراعي وتتبعه )يوحنا 

(. أما الجداء فهي رمز للشراهة والشهوة. الجدي يفُضل العيش منفرداً كما أنه 34  -36

 يتميز بالعدوانية والشراسة.

إن الدينونة سوف تكون على أساس معيار المحبة وأعمال الرحمة، كيف نسلك مع قريبنا 

وكيف نظُهر له محبتنا؟ لقد وضَع الرب  يسوع المحبة والرحمة معياراً للدينونة وللفصل 

ً أو ”  بين اليمين واليسار أي المخلَّصين والهالكين.  كنت جائعاً وعطشاناً، غريباً ومريضا

 فماذا فعلتم بي؟” مسجوناً 

د الرب  يسوع نفسه مع المُعذ بين والمتألمين والمنبوذين، وهو يدعوهم  إخوتي ”  لقد وح 

وكل ما نعمله لأحد أخوة يسوع الصغار فهو يذهب إلى شخص السي د له المجد. ”  الصغار 

إن خدمة المحتاج والغريب هي خدمة للمسيح نفسه. لقد وعت الكنيسة المقد سة أن الطريق 

 إلى الله تمر  عبر القريب.

 

)يا أولادي لا نحُبَّ بالكلام ولا باللسان بل بالعمل والحق ”  يقول يوحنا الإنجيلي:   ”3 

إذا  قال أحدٌ إني أحبُ الله وأبغضَ أخاه فهو ”  ( ويضُيف التلميذ الحبيب: 38:  1يوحنا 

كاذب لأن من لا يحُب أخاه الذي أبصره كيف يقدر أن يحُب الله الذي لم يبُصره ، من 

 (.53 -51: 6يوحنا  3” ) يحُب الله يحب أخاه أيضاً 

 

 القديس يعقوب يسأل ما هي منفعة الإيمان بدون أعمال؟

إن كان أخ وأخت عريانين ومعتازين للقوت اليومي فقال لهما أحدكم امضيا بسلام ”  

استدفئا واشبعا ولكن لم تعطوهما حاجات الجسد فما المنفعة؟ هكذا الإيمان أيضاً إن لم يكن 

 (.31 -36: 5له أعمال ميتٌ في ذاته )يعقوب 

لقد أدركت الكنيسة الأولى أهمية خدمة الآخر المُتألم عن طريقة المحبة والرحمة، القديس 

ً مهماً. القديس باسيليوس  436يوحنا الرحيم بطريرك الأسكندرية )  +( يعتبر نموذجا

+ ( تجسيداً لفعل الإيمان بالأعمال، بنى خارج مدينة قيصرية كبادوكية  116الكبير ) 

(،   Basiliad()تركيا حالياً( التي كان أسقفاً عليها، مدينة أخرى سماها مدينة المحبة أو 

عاً خدماتياً ورعائياً متنوعاً يتضمن بالإضافة إلى الكنيسة، بيوت للفقراء، مستشفى  كان مُجم 

ومضافة للغرباء وميتم ومدارس مهنية لتأمين العمل ولقمة العيش للمحاجين، التي أكسبتها 

د العمل الخيري  شهرة عالمية كبيرة كونها كانت الأول من نوعها في العالم والذي يجُس ِ

 ( Christian Philanthropyالمسيحي ) 

كما أن التفكير بالنار لا يدُفأ الجسد كذلك الإيمان من ”  يقول القديس مكسيموس المُعترف: 

 الخرفان والجداء
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The Holy Sacrament of Reconciliation is available be-

fore and after the Divine Liturgy or by appointment. 

 

Divine Liturgy  

• Sunday at 9:00 am & 11:15 am 



Announcements  









Announcements  
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New England Stone 

15 Branch Pike  

Smithfield, RI 02917 

(401) 232-2040  

Monuments . Benches . Paving Blocks 

772 Dexter Street., Central Falls, RI 

www.massudflooring.com 

 Carpets-Vinyl-Hardwood-Laminate-Ceramic Tile 

       “Come See The Massud Family Today” 

          (401) 724-6674 

James M. Procter 

Sales Manager 

NMLS# 23362 

Toll free :  844-500-5552X3501 

Direct :   401-589-1601 

Mobile :  401-744-1532 

E-Fax :   866-449-9855 

James.Procter@nationslending.com 
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Raheb Law 
 

Joseph Raheb, esq.       Alexander j. Raheb, esq. 

Samuel j. Raheb, esq.  Adrienne f. Raheb, esq. 

 

650 GEO. WASHINGTON HWY., #200 
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Blais Cunningham & Crowe Chester, LLP 
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Regal Consulting Group  
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401-626-6619 
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401-274-1644 
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Fax : 401-274-9242 
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Proud to be part of your community.  
401.233.4700 — www.navigantcu.org 

New location:  

3102 Mendon Rd. Cumberland, RI 02864 

Phone: (401) 658-1155  

 

 

https://nbgqa.com/new-england-stone/
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Gonsalves/Pastore Realty 
126 Broad Street, Cumberland,  
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V. Edward Fayan 
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NAYCO 
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_________________________ 

724-7504 

 

www.fayanlaw.com 

Park Printers, Inc 
Service-Quality-Affordability  

Full service Printing since 1976 

496 Power Road, Pawtucket, RI  

401-728-8650 
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   Carl J. Sahady 
   President 

   Narragansett Shopping Plaza 

   (Next to Stop & Shop) 

   Pawtuckett, Rhode Island 

 

Shirley A. Moon Lemay, CPIW 
 

Tel : 401-725-0070 

Fax : 401-726-2620 
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Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865 

Keith E. Fayan, Esq. 
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 “CUSTOMIZE YOUR DREAMS”  

SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM MADE JEWELRY & ON-SITE  

JEWELRY AND WATCH REPAIR WHILE YOU WAIT  

Cash 4 *Gold/Silver/Diamonds/Platinum*  

Sami Karraz, President - 508-643-3543  

ElieJewelers@comcast.net  

999 South Washington St., N. Attleboro, MA 02760  

(EMERALD SQUARE MALL LOCATED ON THE FIRST FLOOR)  

Feel Better Live Better  
 

Lincoln: 401.475.6599  

Cranston: 401.533.9616  

N. Smithfield: 401.597.5840  

Warwick: 401.737.4581  

E. Greenwich: 401.398.7988  

Providence: 401.276.0800  

Coventry: 401.615.3140  

Lincoln: 401.475.6599  

PATRICIA MELKOUN VP of Administration  

www.elitephysicaltherapy.com  

pmelkoun@elitephysicaltherapy.com  

   

Offshore Seafood 
‘Quality at its best’ 

Fresh  Frozen 
 

Bob Marcoux 401-737-3763 


