Address
15 Skyview Drive
Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865

Tel (401) 722-1345

Parish Website
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek
CatholicChurchRl/
YouTube
https://bit.ly/3gkl2Uk
Email

office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com

Office hours
Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Divine Liturgies
Sunday Divine Liturgy
9:00 AM - 11:15 AM

Pastoral Emergencies
and anointing of the sick
(401)722-1345

Holy Mysteries

Reconciliation

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will
be available before the Divine
Liturgy or by appointment

Baptism
Please arrange with the pastor

Marriage
A notice of at least 6 months should
be given to the pastor, before the
proposed wedding date to arrange
for the required interview and
instructions

ST. BASIL THE GREAT

MELKITE GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday of the Samaritan Woman

Antiphon Prayer

O Only begotten Son and Word of God, You ordered all people
to come to You and drink the Water of Life that purifies from
sins. Quench the thirst of our sinful souls with the flow of your
Divine Blood. Make us bear the fruits of the divine virtues. Fill
us with wisdom by the Grace of your Divine Spirit,

For You are our Light and our Resurrection, O Christ God, and to
You we render glory and to your Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving Spirit, now and always and forever
and ever.

People: Amen.

Troparion of the resurrection (Tone 4)

The women disciples of the Lord, having learned from the angel
the joyful announcement of the resurrection, and having
rejected the ancestral sentence, proudly told the apostles:
Death is despoiled. Christ God is risen, bestowing to the world
great mercy.”

Troparion of Mid-Pentecost (Tone 8)

At the middle point of this festive season, give my thirsty soul
to drink from the waters of true worship, for You called out to
all men and said: “Whoever is thirsty, let Him come to me and
drink.” O Christ God, fountain of Life, glory to You!

Kondakion of Pascha

Though You went down in the tomb, O immortal One, You
overthrew the power of Hades and rose victorious, O Christ
God. You greeted the ointment bearing women, saying
“Rejoice!” You gave peace to Your apostles, and to those who
had Fallen resurrection.

Epistle: Acts of the Apostles 11:19-30

Hhow grﬁzat are your works O Lord! In wisdom you have wrought
them a

Stichon: Bless the Lord, O my soul! You are very great indeed, O
Lord my God!

READING from the Acts of the Apostles

In those days when the disciples were dispersed by the
persecution that had broken out over Stephen, they went all the
way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to
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mailto:office@stbasilthegreat@gmail.com

Our church organizations:

MAYA: Organization of
Melkite Catholics ages 18 — 26
(and at least 1 year out of high
school) under patronage of our
bishop, the Most Reverend
Nicholas Samra.
https://melkite.org/mavya

MYO: Provides a common
forum for all the young people
of St. Basil's Church, and that
the Organization initiate,
coordinate, and direct
religious, social, educational,
and humanitarian programs
designed to promote the
involvement of its membership
in the Christian Faith and the
Melkite tradition.
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html

NAMW: Promotes and
supports vocations to the
priesthood and religious life in
the United States.
https://melkite.org/namw

none but the Jews. But some of them were CKprlots and Cyreneans,
and as they reached Antioch, they were speaking to the Greeks,
announcing the Good News of the Lord Jesus. And the Lord’s hand
\vaa%wnh them, and a great number believed and turned to the

or
And word concerning them came to the ears of the church in
Jerusalem and they sent Barnabas as far as Antioch. And when he
got there and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced and encouraged
them all to stay in the Lord with steadfast hearts: for he was a good
man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great multitude
was added to the Lord. And Barnabas traveled to Tarsus, looking for
Saul, and when he found him, he brought him back to Antioch. And
it happened that for a whole year they took part in the church
meetings and taught a large number of people, and it was in
Antioch that the disciples were first called “Christians.”
Now in those days some profits from Jerusalem came down to
Antioch, and one of them named Agabus got up and revealed
through the Spirit that a dire famine was threatening the whole
world — and it occurred during the reign of Emperor Claudius. And
so, the d|5C|ﬁIes decided to send relief to the brethren living in
Judea — each one as much as he could afford — and this they did,
sending it to the presbyters by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.
ALLELUIA (Tone 4)
String your bow, go forth, reign for the sake of truth, meekness and
righteousness, and your right hand shall lead you wonderfully.
Stichon: You loved righteousness and hated iniquity: therefore God,
your God, anointed you with the oil of joy above your companions.

Gospel of the Feast: John 4:5-42

At that time Jesus came to a town of Samaria called Sichar, near the
field that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now Jacob’s well was there.
Jesus therefore, wearied as he was from the journey, was sitting at
the well. It was about the sixth hour. There came a Samaritan
woman to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me to drink,” for his
disciples had gone away into the town to buy food. The Samaritan
woman therefore said to him, “How is it that you, although you are
a Jew, ask drink of me, who am a Samaritan woman?” For Jews do
not associate with Samaritans. Jesus answered and said to , her. “If
you onl}/ knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give
me to drink,” you perhaps would have asked of him, and he would
have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have
no pail, and the well is deep. Where can you get living water from?
Are you greater than our father Jacob who gave us the well, and
drank from it, himself, and his sons, and his flocks?” In answer Jesus
said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again. He,
however, who drinks of the water | will give him shall never thirst;
but the water | will give him shall become in him a fountain of
water, springing up unto life everlasting.” The woman said to him,
“Sir, give me this water that | may not thirst, or come here to draw.”
Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband and come here.” The
woman answered and said, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her,
“You have said well, | have no husband, for you have had five
husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. In this
you have spoken truly. “The woman said to him, “Sir, | see you are a
prophet. Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you say
Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship. # Jesus said to
her, “Woman believe me, the hour is comlnﬁ when neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship
what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is
from the Jews. But the hour is comin , and is now here when the
true worshippers will worship the Fat er in spirit and in truth. For
the Father also seeks such to worship him. God is s irit, and those
who worship h|m must worship in spirit and in trut ” The woman
said to him, “lI know that the Messiah is coming (who is called
Chrlst) and when he comes, he will tell us all things.” Jesus said to
her, “I who speak with you am he.” And at this point his disciples
came; and they wondered that he was sEeaking with a woman. Yet
no one said, “What do you seek?” or “Why do you speak with her?”
The woman therefore left her water-jar and went away into the
town, and said to the people, “Come and see a man who has told
me all | have ever done. Can he be the Christ?” They went out from
the town and came to meet him. Meanwhile, his disciples begged
him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” But he said to them, “I have food to eat of
which you do not know.” The disciples therefore said to one
another, “Has someone brought him something to eat?” Jesus said
to them “My food is to do the will of the one who sent me, to
accompllsh his work. Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months,
and then comes the harvest’? Well, | say to you, lift up your eyes
and behold that the fields are already white for the harvest. And the
one who reaps receives a w dge and gathers fruit unto life
everlasting, so that the sower and the reaper may rejoice together.
For herein is the proverb true, ‘One sows, another reaps.” | have
sent you to reap that on which you have not Iabored Others have
labored, and you have entered into their labors.” Now many of the
Samaritans of that town belleved in him because of the word of the
woman who bore witness, “He told me all | have ever done.” When,
therefore, the Samaritans ’had come to him, they begged him to stay
there; and he stayed two days. And far more believed because of his
word. And they said to the woman, “We no longer believe because
of what you have said, for we have heard for ourselves and we
know this is in truth the Savior of the world,” the Christ.
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Prayer for the dead

O God of all spirits and of all
flesh, who have destroyed
death, overcome the devil, and
given life to the world: grant, O
Lord to the souls of your
servants, who have departed
from this life, that they may rest
in a place of light, in a place of
happiness, in a place of peace,
where there is no pain, no grief,
no sighing. And since You are
gracious God and Lover of
mankind, forgive them every sin
they have committed by
thought, or word, or deed, for
there is not a man who lives
and does not sin: You alone are
without sin, your righteousness
is everlasting, and your word is
true.

For You are the Resurrection
and the Life, and the Repose of
your departed servants, O
Christ our God, and we render
glory to You, together with your
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving
Spirit, now and always and
forever and ever. Amen.

Divine Liturgy Intentions

TODAY, SUNDAY ,MAY 7, 2023: FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER. _SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN
WOMAN.

10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy: CELEBRATION OF FIRST RECONCILIATION OF 2" GRADE STUDENTS.

(First Confession was heard Wednesday, May 3, 2023 in the Church at 5:00 p.m.)

FIRST RECONCILIATION

CONGRATULATIONS to the following students of Religious Education on this happy and blessed
occasion:

GIRLS; ROSE LEFRANCOIS & ISABELLA RODRIGUES

BOYS: KARIM BADRO & HUNTER PISE

Instructions for their First Reconciliation were provided with the assistance of their teacher, Mrs.
Christine Barrett, and aide, Saif Joseph.

Our sincere thanks for a job well done! Following the Divine Liturgy, everyone is cordially invited
to a reception in the Cultural Center prepared by George Ghazal and the Breakfast Club Com-
mittee. We are grateful to the parents & the Sunday School Program under the leadership of
Mrs. Barbara Deeb & Thomas Soucar for all the arrangements, those who decorated and pre-
pared the set-up of the Cultural Center, those who made donations, and to each and everyone
who assisted in making the Catachetical Sunday School Year, and the Celebration of First Reoncili-
ation for the success that it was. We look forward to another thriving year come the Fall.




SACRIFICIAL GIVING: April 30, 2023: Budgets: $3,081.00: Envelopes: $2,927.00, Loose: $154.00; Candles:
$102.00: Stole Offerings: $1,905.00; Building Fund::70.00; Addit’l Easter Offerings: $110.00; Addit’l Melkite
Diocesan Support: $160.00; Addit’l Fuel: $100.00; Additil Shepherd’s Care: $39.40.

GENERAL HOME VISITATIONS, SICK CALLS, HOSPITAL VISITS: Father Ephrem has been fully vaccinated and is
now available for these parish services. Just email him at office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com and leave him your
message. PLEASE! NO GRATUITIES! A cup of coffee or tea is just fine. He looks forward to in-person contact.

PLEASE NOTE: Anyone who is planning an ENGAGEMENT/BAPTISM/MARRIAGE RECEPTION PLANS is kindly
requested to notify a member of the clergy BEFORE reception/party plans are made. The Clergy may be already
scheduled for somethingelse on the day that you have rented a hall/restaurant. Following this policy will help
avoid any later misunderstandings/hurt feelings. Thank you!

TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE: We are all llinks of a chain. A chain is as strong as its weakeskt link! What kind
of link are you? Let us make this year 2023 the year that we give more of ourselves om the strengthening of the
chain of St. Basil the Great Community. Hopefully, many more will step up in their real understanding of parish
membership.

Do you feel the nudging of your reminder angel, assigned to help you understand your new responsibility?

To be a real member of the parish goes beyond having one’s name on the mailing list. It consists of real love,
involvement and commitment in living the Faith within your parish. The giving of oneself is a sacrifice to which
we are all called. The areas of regular and consistent TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE are all evidence of one’s
real and active membership in the Church. Won’t you be an angel too by moving up to the next level of support,
making up your donations and support missed while you were away? | will continue to watch over you, your
loved ones and our beloved Melkite Church of St. Basil. By the actions of you and your entire family, each of you
demonstrates how much you care for your parish. Please love it and bless it as your Lord loves and blesses it!

TODAY, SUNDAY, MAY 5, 2023, there will be a special collection taken up for the UPKEEP, MAINTENANCE &
IMPROVEMENT OF THE CEMETERY. Please be as generous as you can, and we thank you for your continued
support in providing a peaceful resting place for our beloved deceased.

I’M AWFULLY WELL FOR THE SHAPE I’'M IN

There’s nothing whatever the matter with me; I’'m just as healthy as | can be.

| have arthritis in both of my knees; and when | talk, | talk with a wheeze.

My pulse is weak, and my blood is thin, but I’'m awfully well for the shape I'm in.

Arch supports | have for my feet, or | wouldn’t be able to walk on the street.

Sleep is denied me night after night, and every morning | look a sight.

My memory is failing; my head’s in a spin.

But I'm awfully well for the shape I'min.

The moral is, as this tale we unfold, that for you and me who are growing old,

It’s better to say, “I'm fine,” with a grin, than to let them know the shape we’re in.
Author unknown

REFLECTION: “A new broom sweeps clean but an old broom knows the corners.”  -Virgin Islander (on
friendship)

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Ask and you shall
receive, seek and you
shall find, knock and it
shall be opened," through

the intercession of the
Theotokos, Your Most
Holy Mother, | knock, |
seek, | ask that my prayer
be granted.

O Jesus, Who has said,
"All that you ask of the
Father in My Name, He
will grant you," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos Your Most
Holy Mother, | humbly
and urgently ask your
Father in your name that
my prayer will be granted.

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Heaven and earth shall
pass away but My word
shall not pass away,"
through the intercession
of the Theotokos Your
Most Holy Mother, | feel
confident that my prayer

will be granted.
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On the fifth Sunday of
Pascha we read the Gospel
about a Samaritan woman’s
conversation (also known as St.

Photini) with our Lord Jesus
Christ at Jacobs well. This
Gospel reading has great

significance to us as Orthodox
Christians, due to the fact that it
foreshadowed the establishment
of Christ's Church here on earth,
the day on which the Holy Spirit
descended upon the Holy
Apostles and  Christ's new
covenant was established, known
to us today as Pentecost. Christ
makes this evident to the
Samaritan women when He tells
her “Woman, believe Me, the
hour is coming when you will
neither on this mountain, nor in
Jerusalem, worship the
Father” (John 4:21).

For its time, the entire
conversation that Christ had with
the Samaritan women was
completely revolutionary, not only
did it give insight to the
forthcoming establishment of
Christ's holy Church here on
earth, but it gave additional
insight on how His future faithful
will pray and worship. He does
this by revealing the active role
and impact the Holy Spirit will
have on each of his newly chosen
people (the new covenant: the
Gentiles and all who believe in Him) in worship and prayer; for Christ
said to the Samaritan woman: “But the hour is coming, and now is,
when true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the
Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:23-24). In “spirit”
meaning to worship with one’s soul because God Himself is bodiless
and as Blessed Theophylact Archbishop of Orchid and Bulgaria states
“He must be worshipped in an incorporeal manner appropriate to the
soul, which is both spiritual and bodiless”. In “truth” meaning to
worship God in full reality or with a pure mind, contemplating the
divine nature of God. No longer will worship and prayer to God be
confined to one area as the Samaritans and Jews believed. For the
Samaritans believed that God was only present and could be prayed
too on Mt. Gerizim (the location where Isaac was taken to be
sacrificed by Abraham) as for the Jews, they believed the temple in
Jerusalem was the only location where God was present and can be
prayed too. This is why the Samaritan woman told Christ “Our fathers
worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is
the place where one ought to worship” (John 4:20). Christ reveals in
this Gospel account of the Samaritan woman that it's no longer
important at what location you pray, but it's how you pray. Christ tells
the Samaritan woman “If thou knowest the gift of God” (John 4:10). In
this case, “the gift of God”, implies the abundant graces of the Holy
Spirit, which will now have a great impact on the spiritual lives of
Christ’s future faithful and on how they will worship and pray to Him.
Through the “gift” of the Holy Spirit, His faithful will now be able to
communicate, pray and worship to God at any location and at any
time. Now God’s new covenant is able to pray with and through their

spirit. As Apostle Paul stated “God is
my witness, Whom | worship with my
spirit”. (Romans 1:9)

The “gift” of the Holy Spirit is given to
each of us during our Baptism when
the priest chrismates or anoints us
with holy chrism, saying “"The seal of
the gift of the Holy Spirit". The Apostle
Peter said “Repent, and let every one
of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins;
and you shall receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit.” And in 2 Corinthians 1:21-
22 it states “Now it is God who makes
both us and you stand firm in Christ.
He anointed us, set his seal of
ownership on us, and put his Spirit in
our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing
what is to come.” Christ describes this
“gift of God” or the Holy Spirit to the
Samaritan woman as “living water”.

As the Holy Spirit graces our lives, the
more we want to share it with others
and the yearning to know more about
God and unite ourselves with Him
becomes ever greater, indeed our
soul becomes a spring gushing forth
yearning to know and love Christ as
much as we can. Christ makes this
evident when he tells the Samaritan
women “Whoever drinks of this water
will thirst again, but whoever drinks of
the water that | shall give him will
never thirst. But the water that | shall
give him will become in him a fountain
of water springing up into everlasting

life”. (John 4:13-14).

The question we must ask ourselves is do we take the
opportunity to seek and drink of the “living water” that Christ provides
us? Has our fountain run dry? Do we truly thirst for God? Do we truly
try to seek Christ in our lives? Do we truly try to abide and follow the
teachings of His Gospel? The answer is no. Nowadays, we turn to
God when it is convenient for us, we don’t take the time to truly learn
about the Son of the living God, we don’t make an effort to make
Christ the center and everyday part of our lives, if we did “the living
water” would be graciously poured upon us daily, but instead we end
up choosing to be “part-time Christians”. More and more it seems that
we want to live by our own Gospel and not by the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Instead, we should actively seek out Christ in our lives just as
the Samaritan woman did when she asked Christ “Where then do You
get that living water?” (John 4:11)

Therefore, during this fifth Sunday of Pascha each one of us must
strive for that “living water” each day so that we may never find
ourselves spiritually parched for God’s presence in our lives. Just as
the Samaritan woman wanted to learn about Christ and asked Him
“give me this water, that | may not thirst” we also each day must ask
Christ to give us His “living water” so that it may spiritually sustain us
during these difficult times that we live in as Christians. The more we
humble ourselves and ask Christ for this “living water” the more our
lives will be filled with the grace of the Holy Spirit spreading love and
joy, not only within our own households, but to all those who
encounter us and know us. By sharing the “living water” with others,
we become true disciples and witnesses of our Risen Lord Jesus
Christ. Glory be to God for all things!
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Sunday Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am
We would like to remind you that on Sunday, May7th, there
will be only one Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m., to celebrate the
First Reconciliation of the 2nd Grade.

We look forward 1o joining together to honor our children on
this special and blessed occasion.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available
Tuesday to Friday before or after the Divine Liturgy.
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St. Basil The Great
» Melkite Greek Catholic Church

Check our website
for Church news and updates at
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com

On Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilMelkiteChurchRI1/

YouTube
https://bit.ly/2VigvnS

Contact us for information and ideas
office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com

2 COR 9:7

” Donations are greatly appreciated especially during this
pandemic crisis. Please click on the link below to donate.
Thank you and God bless you and yours.




MELKITE CATHOLIC ‘& EPARCHY OF NEWTON

Bishop Francois forms
New Vocation Team

The goal is to create a “Culture of Service &
Vocations™ within the Melkite Catholic Church

s Bishop Frangois Beyrouti begins his episcopal

ministry, he is emphasizing the Lord’s invitation to
“serve one another humbly in love” (Gal 5:13). In this
spirit, one of his key priorities is to strengthen our focus
on vocations throughout the Melkite Catholic Eparchy
of Newton.

Thanks be to God, over the past few years, the
Melkite Catholic Church in the United States has been
blessed with many new vocations to the priesthood and
diaconate. Looking toward the future, we can also see that
many parishes have aging clergy who have been faithfully
serving for so many years. Thus, there is a serious need
to ensure uninterrupted pastoral care for our 50 churches
and communities and to respond to the needs of our
faithful who are asking us to establish new parishes.

hus Bishop Frangois has convened a new Vocation

Team, headed by Fr. John Mefrige and composed of
four other priests from each region of the eparchy. The
challenge for the team is threefold.

The first task is to re-organize our efforts, both by
standardizing the formation of priests and deacons, as
well as establishing a clear process for men to discern
God’s call.

Secondly, Bishop Francois’ vision is that new
vocations will flow organically from active ministry in
local parishes. Put simply, the men who will one day serve
as priests and deacons must now be serving generously
in other capacities. A campaign is planned to identify
these men—Dboth single and married—and invite them to
discern a potential role as reader, subdeacon, deacon, or
priest.

T

7

Finally, the Vocation Team aims to dramatically
improve communications about vocations within the
eparchy. For example, the Melkite Catholic community in
the United States needs to see the joys of married clergy
with families, as well as the blessing of men who serve
celibately or enter monastic life. We have a number of
digital and print projects planned for 2023 and beyond.

In summary, the Vocation Team is preparing to enter
a multi-year process of organizing, inviting, and
communicating a “pro-vocations” message throughout
the eparchy. The overall vision is to build upon the core
message that Christ calls all to serve—in all sorts of
capacities—to make us a true ecclesia, a living Church.
Every vocation is vital, including marriage and family,
nuns, monks, and the clergy who lead our liturgical

worship. 5

INSIDE

Three Key Areas of the
New Vocation Plan

1. Organization
2. Invitation
3. Communication




Organization

BEGAN NOVEMBER 2022

Vocation Team Roles

Fr. John Mefrige in San Antonio, Texas, is the
director of our new Vocation Team. He is joined by
representatives from various regions:

o Fr. Dimitri Saliba - Western Region

o Fr. Elias Dorham - MidAtlantic Region
o Fr. Philip Raczka - New England

o Fr. Bryan McNeil - Deacon Formation

In addition to representing a region of the eparchy, each member will also
take on specific roles, including:

¢ Vocation promotion and communications
 Interviewing potential candidates

» Handling the application process

o Opverseeing the formation of seminarians

SPRING 2023

Clergy & Candidate Databases

One essential task is to update the biographical information of all our clergy.
This will help Bishop Francois to review the assignments of each deacon and
priest and plan for future transitions and retirements. For example, simply
knowing the birth dates of all priests allows us to project retirement dates
and estimate how many new men we need in formation to serve our growing
communities. Similarly, our Vocation Team is streamlining the way we keep
track of prospects with a new database of candidates.

2023-2024

Standardizing the Application
& Formation Process

We have had a wealth of excellent candidates, but
their paths to ordination have been widely varied.
Our plan is to standardize the entire process, for
both priests and deacons, beginning with a new,
more rigorous application process, and continuing
with well-defined tracks for both married and
celibate seminarians.

t

“linvite all who feel drawn
to deeper service to boldly
respond to the Lord’s call!

// ~Bishop Francgois




Invitation

Becoming Fishers of Men

A call to deeper service is always a call from Christ
himself. Experience shows, however, that the call is most
often mediated by parish priests. Over the next three
years, the role of priests as “inviters” will be a recurring
theme in our regular Clergy meetings and annual
Clergy Conference. We will also be sending resources to
equip priests to be mentors to men in their parishes. The
goal is to encourage priests to be true “fishers of men.”

FALL 2023
WINTER 2023-2024

Called | 'y 1e 7 Online Discernment Meetings

Will You Help Identify Future Clergy? Men who are submitted in the Called by Name
campaign will be invited to begin the discernment
process through a series of online meetings with

Perhaps the most exciting part of our

Vocation Plan is a campaign to identify Bishop Francois and the Vocation Team. The purpose
candidates for readers, subdeacons, is to open dialogue and offer guidance for listening to
deacons, and priests. “Called by Name” God’s call.

will be an eparchy-wide process in

which clergy and laity can submit the SPRING 2024 Q

names of men in our parishes who may

be called to these ministries. Importantly, candidates Discernment Retreat

should be longstanding, faithful members who have Those who have faithfully participated in the online
demonstrated stability of life and a heart for service. meetings will be invited to an in-person Discernment
As Jesus told us: “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, Retreat. This is an opportunity for talks, personal
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one prayer, and Liturgical Prayer. The goal is that after the
another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that retreat, we will have a good sense of the next cohort
you also should do as I have done to you” (John of men who will advance into formation, either to-

13:14-15). ward diaconate or priesthood.




APRIL AND NOVEMBER, 2023-2024

Bi-annual Vocation Days

Twice a year, in Spring and Fall, the Vocations Team
will prepare resources for parishes to place special
emphasis on vocations, by preaching as well as in
children’s catechesis and youth ministry. This will
align with the readings and Feast days in our Melkite
Catholic liturgical calendar.

New Online Presence for Vocations

We will include robust vocation pages on the Melkite
Catholic Eparchy of Newton’s website, Melkite.org.
This will refresh our online presence, and provide a
platform for our Called by Name program and other
Vocation resources.

Other Communication Efforts

In Year Two of our Vocation Plan, we would like to
re-energize our social media presence, specifically
with a series of videos on priests, deacons, and sem-
inarians. We will also work on an e-newsletter with
tips and encouragement for young people to live out
their baptism and discern their vocations

HHIH

MELKITE CATHOLIC ‘&

SPRING AND FALL, 2023-2024

Vocations Bulletin

In the coming months, keep your eyes open for our
Vocations Bulletin! It will be similar in format to this
Vocation Plan and will include articles and photos
highlighting our new seminarians, readers, subdea-
cons, deacons, priests, monks, and nuns. We will also
focus on their families who nourish them and also
highlight couples who are in ministry together The
overall goal is to show that living out one’s baptism is
the path to holiness—and that responding to God’s
call begins with faithful service and an open heart.

All Have a Role to Play

The Vocation Plan is not just the work of the
Vocation Team. It requires the enthusiastic
support of clergy, educators, and those who
work with youth. Above all, it requires families
who make their home a true domestic church.
All are encouraged to find some role to play.
Keep in mind that our Melkite Catholic Eparchy
of Newton’s Vocation Plan is open to your
feedback and creativity. Feel free to be creative
in your parish and to share with us your ideas
and most importantly begin to develop a culture
of ministry that encourages Vocations in your
family and parish. It is never too early to reply
personally or to keep your eyes open to send us
names of those you feel should be encouraged to
serve in this way. i

EPARCHY OF NEWTON




BYZANTINE KIDS MAGAZINE!
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Interview with a Modern-day

Missionary Family:

The La tandes, Word Search, 3 : o
2B Caught you listening.. And MORE! B e d e ' Farik VL

Get a full yearly subscription: 12 monthly issues, delivered to your door, for only $10/issue!
https://www.byzimom.com/product-page/byzikids-magazine-12-month-subscription

The team at ByziKids Magazine strongly believes in the power of prayer!
Proceeds from your subscription will be donated to the support of Eastern Christian monastic communities!
For more information about the monasteries we help, see our mission statement on the ByziKids page of ByziMom.com!

FREE Online Byzikids Magazine for May :
https://tinyurl.com/mswsxhi9
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https://tinyurl.com/mswsxhj9
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

As of 12/30/2022

St. Basil the Great
$ Melkite Greek Catholic Church

15 Skyview Drive Lincoln, Rl 02865

Sharing our Faith

SECURING OUR FUTURE

Parish Community Facts:

Total Registered Families: 415

Outstanding Goal: $340,000 Active Families: 250

Contribution Ranges: $20 to $50,100 % of Active Families Participation: 51%

000

“It’s not about how much we give, but how much love we put into giving”
-Mother Teresa

Current & Future Projects:

Church Roof Repair: Project completed, estimated
cost of $400,000...final cost $321,000.

Parking Lot Sealing: Project complete at both Rectory &
Church...final cost $14,000.

Rectory Roof Repair: Proposals received, estimated
cost $18,000, pending review.

Church Window Repairs: Proposals received,
estimated cost $9,000, pending review.

HVAC & Boiler Replacement: Proposals received,
estimated cost $196,000.

Interior Repairs, Expand Storage & Vent Cleaning: Partial
proposals received. Vent cleaning estimated cost $9,000.

Exterior/Masonry /Walkway Repairs: Awaiting
proposals.

TS LS

e

@
Security Cameras/Door Upgrades: Camera system
complete, final cost $10,500. Door proposal received,
pending review.

Flooring Upgrades: Proposal received, estimated

cost $50,000 (carpeting for Church, Cultural Center,

office & hallway), pending review.

Important Highlights

* We are extremely grateful to all of those who have contributed and supported the campaign thus far.

The finance committee has begun strategy planning on maximizing the return of current financial reserves for future projects. God willing, this will
prevent the need for another capital campaign and allow for a more spiritual focus!

As reflected above, donations have varied in amounts, we do not expect everyone to support with the same amount...However, we do pray that
everyone will support this important campaign!

This is an open and transparent campaign, if you have any questions, suggestion, or concerns Fr. Ephrem or any of the committee members would be
more than happy review/discuss during coffee hour or feel free to call them at the numbers listed below.

For more information contact any of the committee Jeff Boudjouk: 401-441-2737
members, click here, or scan this code with your Ann Sabbagh: 508-243-1190

Smartphone Camera!
Kyle Mardo: 401-578-5369
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MASSUD&SOMNS

—— FLOOR COWVERIMNG, INC., —
ESTABLISHED 1972

(401) 724-6674
772 Dexter Street., Central Falls, Rl

www.massudflooring.com
Carpets-Vinyl-Hardwood-Laminate-Ceramic Tile
“Come See The Massud Family Today”

OWNED & OPERATED

FOR OVER 48 YEARS!

Schedule your appointment

JAMES M. PROCTER
SALES MANAGER
NMLS# 23362
TOLL FREE :

¢ DIRECT :
MOBILE

notions EFAX.

o JAMES.PROCTER@NATIONSLENDING.COM

844-500-5552X3501
401-589-1601
401-744-1532
866-449-9855

Ie n I ng 800 OAKLAWN AVE. SUITE C-201, CRANSTON,

RI 02920

New England Stone
15 Branch Pike
Smithfield, Rl 02917
(401) 232-2040

Monuments . Benches . Paving Blocks

MICHELLE H. LEFRANCOIS
Sales Associate

369 South Main St.

Providence, RI 02903

401-274-1644
Lila Delman M 401-935-5854

F 401-331-1719
Real Estate
E Michelle.Lefrancois@LilaDelman.com

RAHEB LAW

JOSEPH RAHEB, ESQ. ALEXANDER J. RAHEB, ESQ.
SAMUEL J. RAHEB, ESQ. ADRIENNE F. RAHEB, ESQ.

650 GEO. WASHINGTON HWY., #200
LINCOLN, RHODE ISLAND 02865

phone 401-333-3377 fax 401-334-4152

STEPHEN M. CUSHMAN, CPA., MST

‘AH ”””ll Certified Public Accountants

Mardo, Lachapelle & Palumbo, LLP
221 Broadway Providence RI (}Z‘B(H

401-274-8400

Fax : 401-274-9242
Email: steve@mlcpa.com
webpage: mlcpa.com

€

LINCOLN TAX SERVICES

nnnnnnnnnnnnn

SHARON DESIMoNE, EA
401-651-1112
LincolnTaxServicesof RlI@yahoo.com
650 George Washington Hwy.
Lincoln, Rl 02865-4206

JAMES A. BRIDEN

Attorney At Law

Blais Cunningham & Crowe Chester, LLP
P.0.Box 1325 150 Main street Pawtucket, Rl 02862
www.Blaislaw.com
401-723-1122 Fax: 401-726-6140
Email : jpbriden@blaislaw.com

REGAL CONSULTING GROUP
REAL ESTATE CONSULTING AND VALUATION

MICHAEL P. LEFRANCOIS JR.

PRESIDENT & CHIEF CONSULTANT
640 GEORGE WASHINGTON HWY-BLDG B
SUITE 103-LINCOLN RI 02865
401-626-6619
MIKE@QREGALCGROUP.COM

= Navigant

by “ CREDIT UNION

Y i

Proud to be part of your community.
401.233.4700 — www.navigantcu.org

COSTIGAN O’NEILL FUNERAL HOME

0 Phone: (401) 723-4035

220 COTTAGE STREET - PAWTUCKET, Rl 02860
John H. O’Neill

Vincent P. O’Neill
“Catholfic Funeral Directors”™
FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATION SERVICES

New location:
3102 Mendon Rd. Cumberland, Rl 02864
Phone: (401) 658-1155



https://nbgqa.com/new-england-stone/

ADVERTISEMENTS

NAYCO

Great Family Store

190 Front Street
Lincoln Shopping Center

724-7504

Gonsalves/Pastore Realty
126 Broad Street, Cumberland,
RI 02864

Centuy,
2l
V. Edward Fayan

Broker/Associate * Licensed in Rl & MA
Bus: 401-728-2770 Cell : 401-474-7279

Shirley A. Moon Lemay, CPITW
‘ Tel : 401-725-0070

Fax : 401-726-2620
Blals P.O. Box 158, One Walker Street
INSURANCE Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865

Keith E. Fayan, Esq.
%N Hope Artiste Village
1005 Main Street, Unit 1204
LAW. Pawtucket, RI-02860
T:401-475-2755 F: 401-223-6387

kef@fayanlaw.com
Admitted in Mass & Rl

www.fayanlaw.com

A Brilliant Choice!

Diamond Carl J. Sahady

President
Narragansett Shopping Plaza
(Next to Stop & Shop)

Cleaners Pawtuckett, Rhode Island

Park Printers, Inc
Service-Quality-Affordability

Full service Printing since 1976
496 Power Road, Pawtucket, RI
401-728-8650

Aicensep

INSIIRED

“NO jOB T00 SMAI.L"

“NO JOB TOO BIG”

Elfe X lernclors

“CUSTOMIZE YOUR DREAMS”

SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM MADE JEWELRY & ON-SITE
JEWELRY AND WATCH REPAIR WHILE YOU WAIT
CASH 4 *GOLD/SILVER/ DIAMONDS /PLATINUM*

SAMI KARRAZ, PRESIDENT - 508-643-3543
ELIEJEWELERS@COMCAST.NET
999 SOUTH WASHINGTON ST., N. ATTLEBORO, MA 02760
(EMERALD SQUARE MALL LOCATED ON THE FIRST FLOOR)

Feel Better Live Better Lincoln: 401.475.6599

‘ Cranston: 401.533.9616
N. Smithfield: 401.597.5840

\ .
ELITE Warwick: 401.737.4581
PIvSICAL THERADY E. Gr.eenw1ch: 401.398.7988
L - Providence: 401.276.0800
Coventry: 401.615.3140

YouR HEALTH. YOUR CHOICE.

Lincoln: 401.475.6599

PATRICIA MELKOUN VP of Administration
www.elitephysicaltherapy.com
pmelkoun@elitephysicaltherapy.com

Ve Offshore Seafood

‘Quality at its best’
Fresh Frozen

Bob Marcoux 401-737-3763

Northeast

INVESTMENT GROUP

Jeffrey M. Boudjouk
Managing Partner - Wealth Advisor
jeff@northeastinvestmentgroup.com

Phone: 401-213-8315 - Toll Free: 855-232-6748 « eFax: 401-329-0039
1000 Chapel View Blvd., Suite 200 « Cranston, RI 02920
www.northeastinvestmentgroup.com

Al VLN we Thinking About Selling?
& | KELLERWILLIAMS ‘v |1 Contact Justin for a Complimentary Home Valuation

Justin Dower

Listing Specialist & Realtor®
Licensed in RI, MA & NY

@ (631) 466-1399

Find me: Justin.SpectrumREC.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated  Equal Housing Opportunity




