Address
15 Skyview Drive
Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865

Tel (401) 722-1345

Parish Website
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek
CatholicChurchRI/
YouTube
https://bit.ly/3gkl2Uk
Email

office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com

Office hours
Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Divine Liturgies
Sunday Divine Liturgy
9:00 AM - 11:15 AM

Pastoral Emergencies
and anointing of the sick
(401)722-1345

Holy Mysteries

Reconciliation
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will
be available before the Divine
Liturgy or by appointment

Baptism
Please arrange with the pastor

Marriage
A notice of at least 6 months should
be given to the pastor, before the
proposed wedding date to arrange
for the required interview and
instructions

ST. BASIL THE GREAT

MELKITE GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH

il ,ﬁgﬁs
AL

Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Antiphon Prayer

O God of mercy and compassion, Who do not want the sinner to
die but to repent and live, we ask You to shine the Light of your
Face upon us. Convert us to You, for the enemy has deceived us
and stripped us of your grace. Restore to us our initial vestment.
Open to us the doors of your great mercy, that we may enter your
heavenly Dwellings with the Elect and praise your glory forever.
For You have sent your Only-begotten Son in forgiveness to the
World. Through Him we render glory, thanksgiving and worship to
You Eternal Father, and to your All-holy, Good and Life-giving
Spirit, now and always and forever and ever.

Troparion of the resurrection (2nd tone)

When You descended to death, O immortal Life, You destroyed
Hades by the splendor of Your divinity. And when You raised the
dead from below the earth, all the heavenly powers cried out to
you: “O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to You!”

Troparion of the Feast

Hail, O Full of grace, Virgin and Mother of God: from you has
arisen the Sun of Justice, Christ our God, enlightening those who
stand in darkness. You too, O just Elder Simeon, rejoice, for you
carried in your arms the Redeemer of our souls, who grants us
Resurrection.

Troparion of St Basil The Great

Your voice has sounded all over the earth, that accepted your
preaching. You gave a divine explanation of doctrine, and made
clear the nature of creatures, and set a rule of life for men. Holy
Father, and Kingly Priest, intercede with Christ God to grant us
great mercy.

Kondakion of the Feast

O Christ our God who through your birth have sanctified the
virginal womb and have blessed the arms of Simeon, You have
come today to save us. When wars prevail, keep your people in
peace and strengthen our Public Authorities in every good deed,
for You alone are the Lover of Mankind.
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http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gSoG7RG4sA-lGDWDfFIE4hFNeub9DgACqHVjFC25_XLZYIOxnKWCfvSk
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3gkI2Uk%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3A4ZovTontTErgD-KhDBkZAqs9QkFTlT-dWmDF16jJlbbjf1K3HeSg2ag&h=AT0l5abQIbAo_FiI6C90Jrc-zoSOPpjSiOu0Xz8dZmmbbOqnLKYOfBoKDMOrOVpIBM-PJOxEe5s7WvS5OeAhdguFWCFUmiLlnGaUn1xuJHbaD74fN0-3Hd3dRV
mailto:office@stbasilthegreat@gmail.com

Our church organizations:

MAYA: Organization of
Melkite Catholics ages 18 — 26
(and at least 1 year out of high
school) under patronage of our
bishop, the Most Reverend
Nicholas Samra.
https://melkite.org/mavya

MYO: Provides a common
forum for all the young people
of St. Basil's Church, and that
the Organization initiate,
coordinate, and direct
religious, social, educational,
and humanitarian programs
designed to promote the
involvement of its membership
in the Christian Faith and the
Melkite tradition.
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html

NAMW: Promotes and
supports vocations to the
priesthood and religious life in
the United States.
https://melkite.org/namw

Kondakion of the Prodigal Son

In my foolish wretchedness, | ran away from Your glory, and |
squandered wickedly the riches you have given me. And so now, like
the Prodigal Son, | cry out to You: | have sinned in your sight, Merciful
Father. Receive now that | repent, and make me as one of Your hired
servants.”

Epistle 1 Cor 6:12-20 Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Prokimenon (Tone 1) Psalm 32:22,1

May your kindness, O Lord, be upon us, for we have hoped in you.
Exult, you just, in the Lord; praise from the upright is fitting.

Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians

Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are fitting. All
things are lawful for me, but | will not be brought under the power of
anyone. Food is for the belly, and the belly for food, but God will
destroy both the one and the other. Now, the body is not for
immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. For God has
raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by his power.

Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall | then
take the members of Christ and make them the members of a
prostitute? By no means! Or do you not know that one who cleaves tot
a prostitute becomes one body with her? For the two, it is said, shall
be one flesh (Gn.2 : 24). But he who cleaves to the Lord is one spirit
with him. Flee immortality. Every sin a man commits is outside the
body, but the immoral man sins against his own body. Or do you not
know that your members are the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in
you, whom you have from God and that you are not your own? For you
have been bought at a great price. Glorify God therefore in your body
and in your soul which both are God’s.

Alleluia (Tone 1) Psalm 17:48,50

O God, you granted me retribution and make peoples subject to me
and saved me from my raging enemies.

Stichon: Therefore | will proclaim you, O Lord, among the nations, and |
will sing praise to your name.

Gospel: Luke 15: 11-32 (The Parable of the Prodigal Son

The Lord told this parable: “A man had two sons. And the younger of
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that
falls to me.” And he divided his possessions between them. And not
many days later, the younger son gathered up all his wealth and
traveled to a far country; and there he squandered his fortune in loose
living. And after he had spent all, there came a severe famine over that
country, and he began to suffer from it. And he went and joined one of
the local landowners, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. And
he longed to fill himself with the pods the pigs were eating, but no one
offered to give them to him. But when he had come to his senses, he
said, ‘How many hired men in my father’s house have bread in
abundance, while | am perishing with hunger! | will get up and go to my
father, and will say to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and
before you, | am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as
one of your hired men.” And he got up and went to his father. But
while he was yet a long way off, his father saw him and was moved
with compassion and ran and fell upon his neck and kissed him. And
the son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before
you, | am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the Father said
to his servants, ‘Fetch quickly the best robe and put it on him, and give
him a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet; and bring out the
fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; because this my
son was dead, and has come to life again; he was lost, and is found.”
And they began to make merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and
as he came close to the house, he heard music and dancing. And
calling one of the servants he asked what this meant. And he said to
him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened
calf, because he has got him back safe.” But he was angered and would
not go in. His father, therefore, came out and began to beg him. But he
answered and said to his father, ‘Look, these many years | have been
serving you, and have never disobeyed any of your orders; and yet, you
have never given me a kid that | might make merry with my friends. But
when this son of yours comes, who has devoured your wealth with
prostitutes; you have killed for him the fattened calf!” But he said to
him, ‘Son you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours; but we
were bound to make merry and rejoice, for this your brother was dead,
and has come to life; he was lost and is found.””
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https://melkite.org/maya
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Divine Liturgy Intentions

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2023: NINTH SUNDAY BEFORE PASCHA. SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON.

FOURTH DAY OF CELEBRATION OF THE PRESENTATION.

9:00 a.m. DIVINE LITURGY:

MICHAEL MASSUD by Richard, Christine, Rebecca & Marissa Barrett.

WALTER R. MOON (Birthday Remem.) by his sister, Shirley.

LOUISE AMEEN (7™ Anniv.) & GEORGE AMEEN (23™ Anniv.) by Judy Ameen Wilchynski.
YVONNE COLABELLA by the Family.

+ 4+ + +

11:15 DIVINE LITURGY:

Prayer for the dead

O God of all spirits and of all
flesh, who have destroyed
death, overcome the devil, and
given life to the world: grant, O
Lord to the souls of your
servants, who have departed
from this life, that they may rest
in a place of light, in a place of
happiness, in a place of peace,
where there is no pain, no grief,
no sighing. And since You are
gracious God and Lover of
mankind, forgive them every sin
they have committed by
thought, or word, or deed, for
there is not a man who lives
and does not sin: You alone are
without sin, your righteousness
is everlasting, and your word is
true.

For You are the Resurrection
and the Life, and the Repose of
your departed servants, O
Christ our God, and we render
glory to You, together with your
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving
Spirit, now and always and
forever and ever. Amen.

ROSE & HOUNEIN KHOURY by Micheline Ghanem.

GEORGE LAYOUS by Sonia Layous.

VIOLETTE (HAGGAR) SAGGAL (Australia) by Shakib P. Mashata.
JEANNETTE AYOUB DAIKH (Aleppo, Syria) by Bishara & Wafaa Tahhan.
MARIE SAURIOL by Dr. Jason Boudjouk & Ms. Jiana Daikh.

MICHAEL GEORGE BOUDJOUK (NJ) by Mr. Albert & Lina Kishfy.
GEORGETTE S. SAGGAL by Joseph & Yolanda Saggal.

VICTORIA PROCHNIAK by her family.

+ 4+ + o+ o+ +




SACRIFICIAL GIVING: January 29, 2023: Budgets: $3,039.00: Envelopes: $2,935.00, Loose: $104.00; Candles:

$92.00; Building Fund: $80.00 : Stole Offerings: $545.00; Melkite Diocesan Support: $267.00; Hall Rental:
$150.00; New Year’s Reimbursement: $150.00.

PLEASE NOTE: Before making any ENGAGEMENT/BAPTISM/MARRIAGE RECEPTION PLANS, please contact
the Church in advance. We would rather not have you disappointed if you’ve already made commitments
without checking our schedule first.

GENERAL HOME VISITATIONS, SICK CALLS, HOSPITAL VISITS: Father Ephrem has been fully vaccinated and is
now available for these parish services. Just email him at office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com and leave him
your message. PLEASE! NO GRATUITIES! A cup of coffee or tea is just fine. He looks forward to in-person
contact.

2023 ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDARS are available — free for the taking — at both entrances of the church. By
following the liturgical cycle of the church year and remembering the Saints each day is an excellent way to
attach yourself more closely to the worshipping community that is the church.

ENVELOPE USERS: It would be helpful to us if you could please check off the amount on the outside of the
budget envelope. This will allow for more efficiency and accuracy in the recording of your budgets. Thank you
kindly! Also, it has been observed that some people have forgotten to fill their budget envelopes with their
offering (some sealed, others unsealed), and it is awkward to put us in this kind of position. We humbly ask
you to be more careful in this regard.

IN PRAYERFUL REMEMBRANCE: Please continue to remember in your prayers all the needs of the parish
family, the sick and suffering, those who have asked for our prayers, the priests and bishops of the Catholic
Church, those people who have been denied their basic human rights and dignity, the oppressed, the lonely,
the homeless and those who suffer, and those who have no peace of mind or heart.

CLEANLINESS & HEALTH: Please pick up after yourselves and the children during and following Coffee Hour;
insects and rodents are attracted by what we leave throughout and around the interior and exterior of the
building; it takes but a few moments to clean up well. Cultural Center, kitchen, and bar should always be free
of open food items. Everyone, please take note: Hall dining tables, coffee serving areas, stainless steel tables,
counters, sinks, stove, etc. should be soap washed after every use and before leaving the building. The custo-
dian does not always come in on our desired schedule. Thank you!

NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12", there will be a special collection taken up for your FUEL OFFERINGS. Please
help defray the cost of heating the church and rectory, as prices are escalating rapidly. Also, we must not for-
get that utilities are more than doubled in our new complex. Your generosity would be greatly appreciated.

CLERGY CONFERENCE: Father Ephrem and all active Melkite Clergy will be attending the Annual Clergy Con-

ference in San Antonio, Texas from Monday through Friday, February 6-10, 2023. Father John Mefrige, pastor
of Three Hierarchs Parish is the host of this convocation of clergy. Most Rev. Francois Beyrouti, Eparchial Bish-

op of Newton, will preside over this conference and all liturgical services. Our prayers and best wishes are
with them as they enjoy intensive talks on their pastoral and spiritual life. May they have a fruitful and uplift-
ing week in their daily prayer, personal reflection, and social get-togethers, with an added hope for real
growth in the Spirit.

i
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0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Ask and you shall
receive, seek and you
shall find, knock and it
shall be opened," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos, Your Most
Holy Mother, | knock, |
seek, | ask that my prayer
be granted.

O Jesus, Who has said,
"All that you ask of the
Father in My Name, He
will grant you," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos Your Most
Holy Mother, | humbly
and urgently ask your
Father in your name that
my prayer will be granted.

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Heaven and earth shall
pass away but My word
shall not pass away,"
through the intercession
of the Theotokos Your
Most Holy Mother, | feel
confident that my prayer
will be granted.
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NO COST MEDICAL EQUIPMENT LOAN PROGRAM

Medical Equipment for home use only to those in need and the willingness to return when no longer needed.
wheelchairs ,Electric beds, hoyer lifts, crutches, shower chairs etc.

If you have medical equipment you own and don’t need anymore, they would appreciate the donation of the
equipment. Contact Br. Donahue, cell phone: 401-451-018

ROBERT J. ALLEN MEDICAL DISTRIBUTION CENTER
116 Long Street
Warwick, Rl
Cell Phone 401-451-0184; Open Fridays 9:00 A.M.- 12 Noon

Email: medcenter@rimasons.org

AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE  FIRST COME FIRST SERVICE BASIS

RHODE ISLAND CATHOLIC’S ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION DRIIVE is underway. Your diocesan newspaper depends

on its faithful readers to continue its 146-year mission of bringing the good news of the church directly to you.

If you are interested in starting a new subscription or continuing to receive Rhode Island Catholic in your
mailbox each week, please either drop the specially marked parish budget envelope into the collection basket
at Liturgy, call Circulation Manager Sue Richard at 401-272- 1010 ext. O, or visit the newspaper’s website,
www.thericatholic.com, and click on Subscribe to order and pay for a subscription. The cost for a year of in-
home delivery of the newspaper is only $30. Online payments, checks or money orders (made payable to
Rhode Island Catholic) is preferred.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: All the faithful who have recently changed their address or who are planning to do so,
remember to inform the church office at (401) 722-1345. Please also be sure to update new telephone num-
bers because there is  a cost that the Church has to absorb which adds up slowly but surely.

FEBRUARY 2nd

Feast of the PRESENTATION of our Lord, God and Savior JESUS CHRIST to the Temple, and PURIFICATION of
the Blessed VIRGIN MARY

In the Byzantine Rite, the title of this feast is Hypapanty, a Greek word that signifies “Meeting” for the Presen-
tation is in fact the first meeting of the Lord with his people. The birth of Christ, the adoration of the shepherds
and wise men had been confined to the small circle of the Holy Family’s abode. Today, Christ appears in the
midst of his people, for Simeon and the Prophetess Anna represent the elect. Christ, being an infant at the
time, acted through his Mother Mary’s miraculous motherhood placed her above the Mosaic Law, yet she
chose to obey it. Forty days after the birth of her Son, she went to Jerusalem in order to offer the prescribed
sacrifice: a lamb, or if the parents’ means did not permit it, two doves or two young pigeons.

The Church has maintained until the present day the meaningful ceremony of “churching.”

REFLECTION: “Think before you speak. Read before you think.” Fran Lebowitz, The Fran Lebowitz Reader

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Ask and you shall
receive, seek and you
shall find, knock and it
shall be opened," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos, Your Most
Holy Mother, | knock, |
seek, | ask that my prayer
be granted.

O Jesus, Who has said,
"All that you ask of the
Father in My Name, He
will grant you," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos Your Most
Holy Mother, | humbly
and urgently ask your
Father in your name that
my prayer will be granted.

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Heaven and earth shall
pass away but My word
shall not pass away,"
through the intercession
of the Theotokos Your
Most Holy Mother, | feel
confident that my prayer
will be granted.
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The Parable of the

Prodigal Son
Lluke 15: 11-32

www.happysaints.com

Jesus told a story about God's mercy: A man
had two sons. The younger one saii, ‘Father,
give me my share of you{ estate.’

After taking his money, the son left to a far
country and squandered his wealth

Soon, he had 1o work in a pig farm to feed
himself. He felt sorry for his sins and decided
1o go home to beg for forgiveness,

As he approached his house, his father came
out to hug him. The son said, ‘Father, | have
sinned against heaven and against you.'

The father told the servants 10 prepare a big
feast as he said, 'My son was dead, and is
alive again!’

The elder son was angry when he heard this
but his father said, "Son, all that is mine is
yours. We should rejoice for your brother was
lost and is found!'

This story shows how God is like. He is a
Father Who forgives us despite our past
wrong-doings and He asks us to forgive those
who have hurt us. He eagerly waits for us to
return to Him everyday!

1 will be merciful
and remember their

sins no more.”
Hebrews 8:12

www.happysaints.com
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Remember to make a plan to
give alms to those who are
less fortunate! How will your
family do that this lent?

—————

January 29: Sunday of the
Publican and Pharisee:
Work on humility and feast!
Did you know that we are
expected NOT to fast at a
this week?
Even on Friday! It's true!

27
It's not just about food! |
Prepare your prayer plan
too! Will you attend
Presanctified Liturgy? Say
the Jesus Prayer? etc?

We need to practice humility
by doing so, and also get rid
of all the goodies in our
pantries this week. Make
Publican and Pharisee
Cookies! See the recipe and
instructions at

et R b .
20 _"m>m._.
/ Begin to eat up the 31 _ o‘ﬁ the m_._no%aq.s\;: 3
treats you have Di mgwq:. February 1 Simeon Humility is also FEAST!
stored in your pan- f _mn.,_hmm s:_ :<o=_‘ . FeAsT! simplicity. Will yousimplify | 1o pharisee boasted while 4
try and refrigerator MBL y w _n__ ! Which activities will you your environment .c< taking e PUbl e rInUE bled FEASTI
sothey won't tempt 00ds m._.m allowe fast from and which wi down decorations in your himself. Practice the Jesus We all need to cultivate the
you. and which are you begin to do during the house, or your room, for the Prayer today. ; ¢ humilitv. which
ﬁ 5 %zﬁ_zm wsm = i LHMM Mmg”md hhﬁkm&m””mm
ast, and why.
% God does. Pray for this
grace today.
February 5: TG PRODIGL £

Our Countdown to Great Lent Calendar 202

Sunday of the Prodigal Son:
Work on mercy and forgive

ByziMom.com! your neighbor. Remember,
26 Compiled to coordinate with The Zacchaeus Tree by Lynne Wardach; avaikable from the gift shop page at ByziMom.com the son returned and fell
Don't fall out of your tree! . prostrate before his father
Make sure your plan s Pre-Lenten Weeks of Preparation to beg forgiveness.
practical and safe. Discuss New Giléhdai Edition We do this before our
it with your parents and/or Heavenly Father too, when
your Spiritual Father first. we make prostrations in
prayer.
2 4 Whatever you doforthe | 6
Wh limb YOUR t atever you do for the i
SM ﬂm%csn\ __nhx_dma néﬂwm Make a card or say a prayer least of your friends, you ch *S. fForgh Do you know how to make
uc_‘_ you downl ——— | forthoseyou know who do for Jesus! Doa good 5 mmmm.w.q_.ﬂ om~m_<wmmm~m prostrations like the Prodi
p i 5 h 16 Sometimes just deed for someone today. Eneay.Lc redt vas Son? You may want to
Surround yoursef wit e knowing someone cares begins tomorrow! tice them!
supportive friends. Bad habits imprison . practice them!
those who cultivate can help them heal and feel Ask forgiveness of everyone
% them. Do you have any | better. in your household so that you
Make a plan for fasting bad habits that you — may begin the fast tomorrow 7
and discuss it with your ﬁm__w to _u_m :Mm :2__% with a n_mnz m%_a humble iore ST e
family. Tryto do one SMmM M%:ﬂ: ﬁﬂ%mwmﬁo: - made you angry? Show
more thing than you did @5 i Y e 0 8 ; "\ them forgiveness today to
last year! J 35 .| prepare for the fast.
—l}l\|’ —
23 People who are ashamed
Zacchaeus worked hard to see oJm: can TTONSNEEREIS 8
Jesus. Pray for the grace to 2l i i
; Be quick to forget the shame The Prodigal son took his
make a good effort this Lent f oth d bring i February 12: father for granted. Go to
of others and never bring it to !
i ] Sunday of Meatfare/Last Judgment: our parents today and tell
anyone's attention. What o e ———— your p \
you do for the least of your 11 them how much they mean
brethren? . . Today is the first to you.
January 22 14 13 Listen B.SE ly 6 this Gospel reading All Souls Saturday:
Zacchaeus Sunday: " because it contains the answers to the Pray for the De- 10 |
Establish your plan and get ready to climb! jeiiee A Pm.oc_m piresgand ey al, Fnal b ol d! . 9
Bt oweran i vt strangers in your thirst for all sorts of This is how we will be judged before God parted! The Father rushed to | . Prodigal Son was so
discuss what this will look ke in your home. church, school /] things like love, and it’s important that we get it right. Make a list of greet his son when he hungry he onged to et
Ask your parents what they expect from you group, or patience, or | Bt i i thasg %ﬁ..m:mn_ % repented. Be eager imal food. Make a pl
neighborhood whom | and instructions at ByziMom.com! your family for animaitood. ake apian
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When we read the story out of context, we sometimes wonder why Jesus
would talk about the elder brother at all. It feels like an interruption in the
parable or an unnecessary add-on. There’s a lost sheep, a lost coin, a lost
son... and then, “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field.” It's somewhat
anti-climactic. There could be little doubt in His hearer’s minds, though, that
the muttering elder son was an illustration of the muttering Pharisees and
teachers of the law who could find no pleasure in the repentance of sinners
because of their own self-righteousness and indignation. While Jesus
described the wayward son, they were probably disgusted by his actions. He
didn’t care about his father at all! He just wanted his money. He took off
and indulged in one party after another without any thought of his father...
that is, until he found himself penniless and slopping pigs. Thank
God they were not like that! It's the same attitude the Pharisee displayed in
Luke 18:9-14. In that parable, the Pharisee thanks God he is not like that
humbled tax collector, and then he lists all his religious accomplishments.
When the elder son in the story of the prodigal son tells his father, “All
these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders,” they
were probably thinking, “Now, there’s someone we can relate to! He's the
good one!”

But Jesus tags on the elder brother description to drive the point home that
the younger brother wasn’t the only one who showed disregard for the
father. Both sons were “lost.” They were equally in need of being found. In
the parable, the father actually went looking for the older brother, just as
the shepherd actively searched for the lost sheep and the woman searched
for the lost coin until she found it. The one who was truly lost was the one
who thought he wasn’t — the one who didn’t recognize his need.

This is what we could term “The Elder Brother Syndrome.” It's why we look
at a reprobate “sinner” and recognize his need of Jesus immediately but fail
to see the need of the prideful soul sitting in the front pew week after week
and year after year.

The younger-brother types are the ones who are adventurous and risk-
taking. They distrust institutions (like government and religion), shake off
constraints, and desire to experience all that life has to offer. When they sin,
they sin big and bold and everyone knows it.

The elder-brother types are the rule-keepers and people-pleasers who work
stable, predictable jobs, hold traditional values and are risk-averse. Many
faithful church attendees are elder-brother types who tend to see their type
as “good” and the other type as “bad.” If only everyone could be more like
them, the world would be a better place. But Jesus’ parable reminds us that
the ones who are truly “lost” are the ones who don’t realize their need.
Here are a few characteristics of the elder brother in the parable and how
we can make sure we don’t fall into the trap of pride, anger, resentment,
and indignation.

He thought because he obeyed the rules, he deserved blessing. Have you
ever found yourself asking God to heal someone because she deserved it or
because she has been faithful for so many years?

Have you caught yourself thinking surely you will make it to heaven simply
because you go to church every week and you don’t break any rules? We
are very much prone to keeping a checklist and treating our salvation like a
contract. If we just do enough of the right things, we’ll make it. That’s how
the elder brother felt. “All these years I've been slaving for you...yet you
never gave me even a young goat...” He was mad because he didn’t think he
was getting what he deserved for his faithful service. Have you ever felt
short-changed by God? Have you felt that your service has been overlooked

and that you deserve a pat on the back? Has your pride puffed you up to the
point where you think it's actually possible to earn God’s grace and
blessing?

His motive was to receive, not to show love to his father. Perhaps the real
reason the elder brother was so angry was because his younger brother had
squandered half of their shared inheritance.

Now that he has been welcomed back into the family, they would both
receive a slice from a much smaller pie when their father died.

He didn’t care about his father any more than his younger brother had
when he demanded his inheritance while his father was still alive. So, for us,
our relationship with our heavenly Father should center on pleasing Him,
loving Him, and growing closer to Him, even if it means we don't get
everything we want. If you don’t wind up with a “mansion over the hilltop”
when you get to heaven and find yourself in a one-room apartment in the
new Jerusalem, will you be disappointed? Are you serving God only for the
promise of getting a crown or walking on streets of gold? Or do you want to
know Him more than you want another breath? Love for Jesus must be our
starting point, without loving only to get something, even if that something
has been promised and is beneficial to everyone. Our motives must be pure.
If you’re only serving God so your spouse will return to you or so you'll get a
better job or so He'll bless you financially, then your motives are tainted.
Love Jesus for who He is, not what He can give you.

He thought his brother’s sinfulness was unforgivable. The elder brother was
indignant that “this son of yours who has squandered your property with
prostitutes” was the object of his father’s affection and celebration. His
father might be willing to forgive, but by golly, he wouldn’t! His standards
were higher than his father’s. This sin was unforgivable. While the younger
brother might be his father’s son, he was no longer a brother to him. How
pompous and arrogant! But Christians do this all the time. They judge and
hold past sins against one another. They identify people as “former” this or
“ex” that. Instead of offering the clean slate of forgiveness, they hang on to
the dirt so they can bring it up again later. If the father, who has been
wronged, can forgive, why can’t we? And as | was reminded once through a
sermon by Dr. Earle Wilson, forgiveness means forgiving yourself, too. If
God can bring himself to forgive you, then you can forgive yourself, too.
Your standard is not higher than God's!

He resented his father’s joy and refused to share in it. Think of the long,
dark, heartbroken nights this father had spent worrying about his lost son.
Think about his disappointment as days turned into months and perhaps
years of longing for him to return. And now he is so full of joy that everyone
in the household and probably the town came to celebrate with him. And
the elder son won’t even come to the party. He didn’t share his father’s
heart. He didn’t share his joy. As Christians, our hearts should be broken by
the things that break the heart of God. And they should also be filled with
joy by the things that bring joy to the father. That means we need to know
Him and what He truly wants. We need to get on the same page as God and
see the world through His eyes. | admit this is not always easy to do. But
we’re not on this planet to look out for our own interests. We’re here as His
ambassadors to represent Him to a world that is lost and in need of a
relationship with Him. If we can’t catch His heart and reflect it, then we
don’t know Him as well as we need to.

God help all of us! May we never become the Pharisees who are blinded by
our own “goodness.” May we search our hearts daily and examine ourselves
on the inside rather than just the outside.
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR

Preparation of Presentation
of our Lord Jesus Christ to

2 <

Presentation of our Lord
Jesus Christ o the

Thursday

F Sunda Monday Friday Saturda

Sts Simeon & Anna

St lsidore of Pelusium

John 1:43-51

Matthew 18:10-20 Matthew 4:23-5:13

the Temple Temple
2 Peter 3:1-18 Hebrews 7:7-17 1 John 2717 1 Timothy 6:11-16
Mark 13:24-31 Luke 2:22-41 Mark 14:3-9 Luke 20:45-21:4
5 6 7 8 =19 10 <11
Sunday of the Prodigal St Elian St Luke the Greek Holy Prophet Zechariah Leave-taking of the Feast | StCharaampos First Saturday of the
Son of the Presentation of Our dead
SBLEN o sal Lord Codlll 0 cucd)
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 1 John 2:18-3:8 1 John 35-22 1 John 321-4:11 1 John 4:20-521 2 John 1-13 1 Caorinthians 10:23-28
Luke 15:11-32 Mark 11:1-11 Mark 14:10-42 Mark 14:43-15:1 Mark 15:1-15 Mark 15:22-25, 33-41 Luke 21:8-9, 25-27, 33-36
—_—
12 13 - 114 s 15 (R J 16 o ({7 ® e 1 StiLeo
Pope of
Rome
Meat-fare Sunday St Martinian St Maron the Hermit St Onesimos St Pamphilos and his St Theodore Saturday of Ascetics
palll ade sai companions L AT [P VI
1 Corinthians 8:8-9:2 3John 1:1-15 Jude 1:1-10 Romans 146-9 Jude 1:11-25 Ephesus 58-18 Romans 14:18-23,16:25-27
Matthew 25:31-46 Luke 18:29-40, 22:7-39 Luke 22:39-42, 45-23:1 Mt 26:57-75 Luke 23:2-34, 44-56 John 19:25-37 Matthew 6:1-13
19 20 @®*i29 @22 @e 23 @e 24 @< 25 -
Ch 1 of Holy and Holy Father Timothy Relics of Martyrs at St Polycarp of Smyrna 1= Akathist St Tarasios
coa ghye Great Fast Eugenios LA gl shed maill digncl
sl g dall | ;
Haslnales 2 Corinthians 4:13-18
Romans 13:11-14:4 1 Corinthians 3:18-23 Fomans 8:14-21 Mark 11:22-26 & Romans 15:30-33 pairoRry2 27 ieawsi] =2
Matthew 6:14-21 Luke 21:8-36 Matthew 6:1-13 Matthew 7:7-8 Matthew 7:7-11 John 15:1-7 Mark 2:23-3:5
26 27 ®=|28 @®=
Sunday of Orthodoxy St Procopias 5t Basil the Confessor
Hausigi § aal
Hebrews 11:24-40 Romans 15:1-7 Galatians 6:2-10

P church MajorFeasts )i Abstain from Meat

@rmfmm midnight until noan

Lenten Season
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Sunday Divine Liturgy
. 9:00 am
. 11:15am

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available
Tuesday to Friday before or after the Divine Liturgy.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Wotoorme t6

St. Basil The Great
» Melkite Greek Catholic Church

Check our website
for Church news and updates at
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com

On Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilMelkiteChurchRI1/

YouTube
https://bit.ly/2VigvnS

Contact us for information and ideas
office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com

? 2 COR 9:7

Donations are greatly appreciated especially during this
pandemic crisis. Please click on the link below to donate.
Thank you and God bless you and yours.
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Online Programming classes for Lower School Students

All proceeds to benefit Saint Basil MYO!

Offering:
* Intro Scratch Class for Grades 3-6 (Saturday mornings at 9am)

Scan to register!
Four one-hour sessions Feb 11, 18, 25, and March 4 for a $20 donation E

www.jamcodinglab.com
jamcodinglab@gmail.com
(781) 562 9977
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St. Basil the Great Melkite Greek Catholic Church

15 Skyview drive — Lincoln RI02865
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Stva@nai@gy
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& Fr. Ephrem's B Birthday

Saturday, February 11, 2023
7:00 pm t0 12:00 am

Doors open at 6:30 pm
(Snow Date, Feb. 18)

Featuring

George Maalouf and Ensemble
Life Band & DJ

Ticket includes Mazza & Dinner
From Kaza Maza Restaurant
North Providence, Cash bar

Tickets and info:

Joe Massud 508-802-7585

Chris Barrett: 401-265-0386

St. Basil Rectory : 401-722-1345 orany MYO member

Tickets purchasedin advance only -
Deadline Sunday, Februarys, 2023
All proceeds go to 5t. Basil's MYO

-----------------------------

Please complete this form and mail to: 5t. Basil Rectory, 111 Cross St. Central Falls Rl 02863
Or place inthe Sunday collection basket at Church

Name # ofadults. 555

Address # MYO or 17 and under 545

| am unable to attend but would like to
FPhone number make a donation tothe MY O §




ANNOUNCEMENTS

As of 12/30/2022

St. Basil the Great
Melkite Greek Catholic Church

15 Skyview Drive Lincoln, Rl 02865

Sharing our Faith

SECURING OUR FUTURE

Campaign Facts: Parish Community Facts:

Total Registered Families: 415

Outstanding Goal: $340,000 @ Active Families: 250

Contribution Ranges: $20 to $50,100 % of Active Families Participation: 51%

“It’s not about how much we give, but how much love we put into giving”
-Mother Teresa

Current & Future Projects:

7

Church Roof Repair: Project completed, estimated s =

Parking Lot Sealing: Project complete at both Rectory &
cost of $400,000...final cost $321,000.

Church...final cost $14,000.

Rectory Roof Repair: Proposals received, estimated

,v",':',/A ‘ N
q:l ')
\_) cost $18,000, pending review.

Interior Repairs, Expand Storage & Vent Cleaning: Partial
proposals received. Vent cleaning estimated cost $9,000.

Exterior/Masonry /Walkway Repairs: Awaiting

Church Window Repairs: Proposals received,
estimated cost $9,000, pending review. proposals.

HVAC & Boiler Replacement: Proposals received,
estimated cost $196,000.

\ Security Cameras/Door Upgrades: Camera system

complete, final cost $10,500. Door proposal received,

pending review.
Flooring Upgrades: Proposal received, estimated
cost $50,000 (carpeting for Church, Cultural Center,

office & hallway), pending review.

Important Highlights

We are extremely grateful to all of those who have contributed and supported the campaign thus far.

The finance committee has begun strategy planning on maximizing the return of current financial reserves for future projects. God willing, this will
prevent the need for another capital campaign and allow for a more spiritual focus!

As reflected above, donations have varied in amounts, we do not expect everyone to support with the same amount...However, we do pray that
everyone will support this important campaign!

This is an open and transparent campaign, if you have any questions, suggestion, or concerns Fr. Ephrem or any of the committee members would be
more than happy review/discuss during coffee hour or feel free to call them at the numbers listed below.

For more information contact any of the committee Jeff Boudjouk: 401-441-2737
members, click here, or scan this code with your

Ann Sabbagh: 508-243-1190
Smartphone Camera!

Kyle Mardo: 401-578-5369
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Mysteries of Healing, W
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Know your Faith,
Countdown'to Great venc
Get a full yearly subscription: 12 monthly issues, delivered to your door, for only $10/issue!
https://www.byzimom.com/product-page/byzikids-magazine-12-month-subscription

The team at ByziKids Magazine strongly believes in the power of prayer!
Proceeds from your subscription will be donated to the support of Eastern Christian monastic communities!
For more information about the monasteries we help, see our mission statement on the ByziKids page of ByziMom.com!

FREE Online Byzikids Magazine for February :


https://www.byzimom.com/_files/ugd/2121a6_8d75e457eb4147858244268abea40417.pdf
https://www.byzimom.com/_files/ugd/2121a6_8d75e457eb4147858244268abea40417.pdf

ADVERTISEMENTS

MASSUD&SOMNS

—— FLOOR COWVERIMNG, INC., —
ESTABLISHED 1972

(401) 724-6674
772 Dexter Street., Central Falls, Rl

www.massudflooring.com
Carpets-Vinyl-Hardwood-Laminate-Ceramic Tile
“Come See The Massud Family Today”

OWNED & OPERATED

FOR OVER 48 YEARS!

Schedule your appointment

JAMES M. PROCTER
SALES MANAGER

NMLS# 23362
TOLL FREE : 844-500-5552X3501
¢ DIRECT : 401-589-1601

MOBILE :

notions EFAX.

o JAMES.PROCTER@NATIONSLENDING.COM

401-744-1532
866-449-9855

Ie n I ng 800 OAKLAWN AVE. SUITE C-201, CRANSTON,

RI 02920

New England Stone
15 Branch Pike
Smithfield, Rl 02917
(401) 232-2040

Monuments . Benches . Paving Blocks

MICHELLE H. LEFRANCOIS
Sales Associate

369 South Main St.

Providence, RI 02903

401-274-1644
Lila Delman M 401-935-5854

F 401-331-1719
Real Estate
E Michelle.Lefrancois@LilaDelman.com

RAHEB LAW

JOSEPH RAHEB, ESQ. ALEXANDER J. RAHEB, ESQ.
SAMUEL J. RAHEB, ESQ. ADRIENNE F. RAHEB, ESQ.

650 GEO. WASHINGTON HWY., #200
LINCOLN, RHODE ISLAND 02865

phone 401-333-3377 fax 401-334-4152

STEPHEN M. CUSHMAN, CPA., MST

‘AH ”””ll Certified Public Accountants

Mardo, Lachapelle & Palumbo, LLP
221 Broadway Providence RI (}Z‘B(H

401-274-8400
Fax : 401-274-9242
Email: steve@mlcpa.com

webpage: micpa.com

€

LINCOLN TAX SERVICES

nnnnnnnnnnnnn

SHARON DESIMoNE, EA
401-651-1112
LincolnTaxServicesof RlI@yahoo.com
650 George Washington Hwy.
Lincoln, Rl 02865-4206

JAMES A. BRIDEN

Attorney At Law

Blais Cunningham & Crowe Chester, LLP
P.0.Box 1325 150 Main street Pawtucket, Rl 02862
www.Blaislaw.com
401-723-1122 Fax: 401-726-6140
Email : jpbriden@blaislaw.com

REGAL CONSULTING GROUP
REAL ESTATE CONSULTING AND VALUATION

MICHAEL P. LEFRANCOIS JR.

PRESIDENT & CHIEF CONSULTANT
640 GEORGE WASHINGTON HWY-BLDG B
SUITE 103-LINCOLN RI 02865
401-626-6619
MIKE@QREGALCGROUP.COM

Nawgant

CREDIT UNION

Proud to be part of your community.
401.233.4700 — www.navigantcu.org

COSTIGAN O’NEILL FUNERAL HOME
Phone: (401) 723-4035
220 COTTAGE STRLELCT - PAWTUCKET, Rl 02860
John H. O’Neill

Vincent P. O’Neill
“Catholfic Funeral Directors”
FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATION SERVICES

New location:
3102 Mendon Rd. Cumberland, Rl 02864
Phone: (401) 658-1155



https://nbgqa.com/new-england-stone/

ADVERTISEMENTS

NAYCO

Great Family Store

190 Front Street
Lincoln Shopping Center

724-7504

Gonsalves/Pastore Realty
@n‘UI}’ 126 Broad Street, Cumberland,
2II® RI 02864
V. Edward Fayan

Broker/Associate * Licensed in Rl & MA
Bus: 401-728-2770 Cell : 401-474-7279

Shirley A. Moon Lemay, CPITW

‘ Tel : 401-725-0070
: o Fax:401-726-2620
: Blals P.O. Box 158, One Walker Street

INSURANCE Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865

Keith E. Fayan, Esq.

%N Hope Artiste Village

1005 Main Street, Unit 1204
LAW.. Pawtucket, RI-02860
T:401-475-2755 F:401-223-6387

kef@fayanlaw.com
Admitted in Mass & RI

www.fayanlaw.com

A Brilliant Choice!

Diamond Carl J. Sahady

President
Narragansett Shopping Plaza
(Next to Stop & Shop)

Cleaners Pawtuckett, Rhode Island

Park Printers, Inc
Service-Quality-Affordability

Full service Printing since 1976
496 Power Road, Pawtucket, RI
401-728-8650
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“NO JOB TOO BIG”" “NO JOB TOO SMALL"

Elfe X lernclors

“CUSTOMIZE YOUR DREAMS”
SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM MADE JEWELRY & ON-SITE
JEWELRY AND WATCH REPAIR WHILE YOU WAIT
CASH 4 *GOLD/SILVER/ DIAMONDS/PLATINUM*
SAMI KARRAZ, PRESIDENT - 508-643-3543
ELIEJEWELERS@COMCAST.NET
999 SOUTH WASHINGTON ST., N. ATTLEBORO, MA 02760
(EMERALD SQUARE MALL LOCATED ON THE FIRST FLOOR)

Feel Better Live Better
eel ette ve bette Lincoln: 401.475.6599

Cranston: 401.533.9616
N. Smithfield: 401.597.5840

\ .
ELITE Warwick: 401.737.4581
PIvSICAL THERADY E. Gr.eenw1ch: 401.398.7988
L - Providence: 401.276.0800
YoUR HEALTH. YOUR CHOICE. Coventry: 401.615.3140

Lincoln: 401.475.6599

PATRICIA MELKOUN VP of Administration
www.elitephysicaltherapy.com
pmelkoun@elitephysicaltherapy.com

Ve Offshore Seafood

‘Quality at its best’
Fresh Frozen

Bob Marcoux 401-737-3763

Northeast |

INVESTMENT GROUP

Jeffrey M. Boudjouk
Managing Partner - Wealth Advisor
jeff@northeastinvestmentgroup.com

Phone: 401-213-8315 - Toll Free: 855-232-6748 « eFax: 401-329-0039
1000 Chapel View Blvd., Suite 200 - Cranston, RI 02920
www.northeastinvestmentgroup.com

el WL w Thinking About Selling?
ez KELLERWILLIAMS %%/ Contact Justin for a Complimentary Home Valuation

Justin Dower

Listing Specialist & Realtor®
Licensed in RI, MA & NY

@ (631) 466-1399

Find me: Justin.SpectrumREC.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated  Equal Housing Opportunity




