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Address  
15 Skyview Drive 

Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865  

Tel (401) 722-1345  

Parish Website 
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

Facebook   
https://www.facebook.com/
StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek 

CatholicChurchRI/ 

YouTube  

https://bit.ly/3gkI2Uk 

Email 
office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

 

Office hours  
Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm  

Divine Liturgies  
Tuesday through Friday at 9: 00 AM 

Sunday  
English 9:00 AM 
Arabic 11:15 AM 

 

Religious Education 

Sunday 10:00 am—11:15 AM 

 

Pastoral Emergencies  
and anointing of the sick   

(401)722-1345  

Holy Mysteries 

 

Reconciliation 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will 
be available before the Divine 

Liturgy or by appointment 

 

Baptism 

Please arrange with the pastor 

 

Marriage 

A notice of at least 6 months should 
be given to the pastor, before the 
proposed wedding date to arrange 

for the required interview and 
instructions 

Antiphon Prayer  
O Christ God, You alone are the Light of the world. Enlighten our 
spirit as You enlightened the eyes of the Marys. Gladden our 
hearts with faith and peace; and as You raised us up from the 
grave of our sins an delivered us from the power of Darkness, 
make us also worthy, in your great mercy, to light the lamps of 
our souls from the resplendent Light of your Glorious  
Resurrection, for You are our Light, our Life and our Resurrection, 
O Christ God, and to You we render glory, thanksgiving and 
worship, and to your Eternal Father and your All-holy, Good and 
Life-giving Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. 
 
Troparion of the Resurrection, (Tone 2) 
When you descended to death, O Immortal Life, You destroyed 
Hades by the splendor of your Divinity, and when you raised the 
dead from under the ground, all the Powers of heaven cried out: 
O Christ our God, the giver of life, glory to you. 
 
Troparion of Joseph (Tone 2) 
The Noble Joseph, taking down your spotless body from the 
wood and wrapping it in a clean shroud with aromatic spices, laid 
it in a new tomb.  But on the third day, You arose, O Lord, and 
bestowed great mercy upon the world.   
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Our church organizations: 

 

MAYA: Organization of 

Melkite Catholics ages 18 – 26 

(and at least 1 year out of high 

school) under patronage of our 

bishop, the Most Reverend 

Nicholas Samra.   

https://melkite.org/maya  

 

MYO: Provides a common 

forum for all the young people 

of St. Basil's Church, and that 

the Organization initiate, 

coordinate, and direct 

religious, social, educational, 

and humanitarian programs 

designed to promote the 

involvement of its membership 

in the Christian Faith and the 

Melkite tradition.  

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html 

 

NAMW: Promotes and 

supports vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life in 

the United States.   

https://melkite.org/namw  
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Troparion of the Myrrh-bearers 
The angel stood by the tomb and cried out to the Ointment-
bearing Women: “Ointments are for the dead, but Christ has 
proved Himself free from corruption.  Cry out, then: “The Lord is 
risen and has bestowed great mercy upon the world.” 
 
Kondakion of Pascha 
Though You went down in the tomb, O immortal One, You overthrew 
the power of Hades and rose victorious, O Christ God.  You greeted 
the ointment bearing women, saying “Rejoice!” You gave peace to 
Your apostles, and to those who had Fallen resurrection.  
 
Epistle Acts 6:1-7,  
SUNDAY OF THE OINTMENT-BEARING WOMEN  
PROKIMENON (Tone 2) Ps.117: 14, 18  
My strength and my courage is the Lord, and he has been my Savior.  
Stichon: The Lord has chastised me through his teaching, yet he has 
not delivered me to death.  
 
READING from the Acts of the Apostles 
In those days, as the number of disciples increased; there arose a 
complaint among the Greeks against the Hebrews, in that their 
widows were being neglected in the daily service. And so, the twelve 
summoned the many disciples and said, “It is not good that we give 
up the word of God and serve at tables. Therefore, brethren, select 
from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit 
and of wisdom that we could put to this service, while we devote 
ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” And the plan 
was pleasing to the whole crowd, and they chose Stephen, a man full 
of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip and Prochorus and Nicanor 
and Timon and Parmenas and Nicholas, a recent convert from 
Antioch. These they presented to the apostles, who then prayed and 
laid their hands upon them. And God’s word was growing, and the 
number of the disciples increased considerably in Jerusalem; and 
many of the priests also accepted the faith.  
ALLELUIA (Tone 2) Ps.19: 1, 10  
The Lord shall hear you on the day of distress; the name of the God of 
Jacob shall defend you.  
Stichon: O Lord, save your king and listen to us on whatever day we 
call upon you. 
 
Gospel of the Feast:   Mark 11: 34-11:8  
(Christ’s Burial and Resurrection) 
THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MARK THE EVANGELIST   
At that time there came Joseph, the one from Arimathea, a councillor 
of high rank, who was himself looking for the kingdom of God. And he 
went in boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. But Pilate 
wondered whether he had expired so soon. And sending for the 
centurion, he asked him whether he was already dead. And when he 
learned from the centurion that he was, he granted the body to 
Joseph. And he bought a linen cloth, and took him down, and 
wrapped him in the linen cloth, and laid him in a tomb which had 
been hewn out of the rock. Then he rolled a stone to the entrance of 
the tomb. But Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Jose were 
looking on and saw where he was laid. And when the Sabbath was 
past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, 
bought spices, in order to go and anoint him. And very early on the 
first day of the week, they came to the tomb, when the sun had just 
risen. And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll the stone 
back from the entrance of the tomb for us?” And looking up they saw 
that the stone had been rolled back—now, it was very large. But on 
entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting at the right side, 
clothed in a white robe, and they were amazed. He said to them, “Do 
not be terrified. You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He has risen he is not here. Behold the place where they 
laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he goes before you 
into Galilee; there you shall see him, as he told you.” And they left 
and fled from the tomb, for trembling and fear had seized them; and 
they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

https://melkite.org/maya
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TODAY, MAY 1, 2022:  THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER.  SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN. 
 
11:00 a.m.   DIVINE LITURGY:   FIRST RECONCILIATION AND CELEBRATION OF JESUS FOR SECOND GRADE 
STUDENTS. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to the following students of our Religious Education Program who are celebrating their 
First Confession: 
 
GIRLS:  Raegan Almon, Emma Gilmore, Julie Ziud. 
 
BOYS:   Michael Alam, Angelo Boutros, Sharbel Boutros, Jacob Darazi, Luke Turbitt, Charbel Youakim, Charlie 
Ziud. 
 
Instructions for their First Reconciliation and the Celebration of Jesus were provided with the assistance of 
their teacher, Mrs. Christine Barrett, and aide, Saif Joseph.  
 
Our sincere thanks for a job well done!  Following the Liturgy, a special Collation reception is planned in the 
cultural center for all the parishioners, parents, students, relatives and friends. We are grateful to those 
who decorated and prepared the set-up of the cultural center, and to each and everyone who assisted in 
making the Catechetical Sunday School Year and the Celebration of Jesus the success that it was. 
 
A VOCATION VIEW:  In the Gospel, the Myrrh-Bearing Women were told to go out and announce the good 
news of the Resurrection. But they were afraid. They needed the apostles to encourage them in this 
ministry. In the Acts, the community felt the need for that ministry to continue to grow, and they looked for 
candidates among themselves. Have you encouraged vocations to priesthood, diaconate or religious life for 
our diocese?  We have a great need for them. 
 
CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR ARCHDEACON GEORGE YANY AND ALL OUR PARISHIONERS WHO PASSED 
AWAY DURING THE PANDEMIC: 
 

“On Sunday, May 22, we will be celebrating and memorializing those that have passed during 
the pandemic.  We will have one mass that Sunday at 10:30 with a complimentary luncheon 
for all following the mass in our cultural center.  We are asking the families of the deceased to 
bring a framed picture of their loved one to be displayed at a memorial table.  The picture can 
then be taken back home with you upon the end of the collation.  
Also, if you are planning to attend the collation and have not let us know yet, please contact 
Christine Durnin at   (401) 474-5805." 
 
REFLECTION:  Church meetings are so tightly controlled there’s no room to be “fools for Christ.” 

 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Ask and you shall 

receive, seek and you 

shall find, knock and it 

shall be opened," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos, Your Most 

Holy Mother, I knock, I 

seek, I ask that my prayer 

be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"All that you ask of the 

Father in My Name, He 

will grant you," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos Your Most 

Holy Mother, I humbly 

and urgently ask your 

Father in your name that 

my prayer will be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Heaven and earth shall 

pass away but My word 

shall not pass away," 

through the intercession 

of the Theotokos Your 

Most Holy Mother, I feel 

confident that my prayer 

will be granted.  



 
 
 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING: April 24, 2022:   Budgets: $1,895.00; Envelopes: $1,820.00; Loose: $75.00; Candles: 
$106.00; Stipends: $325.00:  Building Fund: 280.00; Melkite Diocesan Support: $296.00; Addit’l Cemetery:  
$25.00:  Addi’l Religious Ed: $10.00; Addit’l Easter Offerings:  $52.00.; Lilies:  $360.00; Eggs & Sweet Bread: 
$320.00. 
 
TODAY, May 1st, there will be a special collection taken up for the UPKEEP, MAINTENANCE, & 
IMPROVEMENT OF THE CEMETERY.  Please contribute generously for the peaceful repose of our loved ones 
who have gone before us to eternal life in the hope of the Resurrection. 
 
Please be advised that the weekly bulletin has not been printed due to the COVID-19 guidelines and 
restrictions, but presently, information is available online, church Facebook page and on YouTube. 
 
GENERAL HOME VISITATIONS, SICK CALLS, HOSPITAL VISITS:  Father Ephrem has been fully vaccinated and 
is now available for these parish services. Just email him at office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com and leave him 
your message. PLEASE! NO GRATUITIES!   A cup of coffee or tea is just fine. He looks forward to in-person 
contact. 
 
Canon Law prohibits accepting stipends or offerings for Liturgies more than one year in advance (rolling 
calendar) Canon 953.  The time within which Liturgies must be celebrated (1 year) begins the day the 
intention is received. (Canon 955 #2).  Formerly under the jurisdiction of the local Latin Ordinaries before 
the Exarchate was established under the leadership of the late Bishiop Justin Najmy of this Parish, all 
Melkites have been subject to the latter since its erection in 1966.  The Constitution of the Melkite Eparchy 
which is now a sole Diocese since 1976 still acknowledges this definitive protocol.  Our parishes follow local 
discipline in the various customs e.g.  every day clergy attire, stipends (Liturgy Offerings), etc. except in 
Liturgy and Ritual.  Our relationship with the local Latin Dioceses and Latin pastors must be permeated with 
a spirit of love and friendship and cooperation. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Presently effective, the schedule of offerings in the parishes is now: Liturgies: $25.00; 
Funeral: $300.00; Weddings: $300.00; Baptisms: $100.00. 
 
Thus far, all Liturgy Offerings received from Funerals, which exceeded more than one year or even more, 
have had the maximum and minimum celebrations.  Surplus ones have been deposited in the Building Fund, 
and placed on the altar and remembered collectively, similar to the customs of Spiritual Bouquets, 
Perpetual Mass Enrollments & Memorial Cards, as in Chapels, Shrines, & Monasteries. 
 
May the memories of our beloved deceased rest in peace & be eternal.  Many thanks for your 
understanding and undivided attention in regard to these canonical guidelines and restrictions. 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS: All the faithful who have recently changed their address or who are planning to do 
so, please remember to inform the church office at (401) 722-1345. Please also be sure to update new 
telephone numbers because there is a cost that the Church has to absorb which adds up slowly but surely. 
 
2022 ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDARS are available – free for the taking – at the entrance of the Church. By 
following the liturgical cycle of the church year and remembering the Saints each day, is an excellent way to 
attach yourself more closely to the worshipping community, that is the church. 
 
OUT OF RESPECT FOR THE HOUSE OF GOD, please remember to remove any chewing gum before entering 
the church building.  Also, please place your pagers and cell phones on silent. 

 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Ask and you shall 

receive, seek and you 

shall find, knock and it 

shall be opened," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos, Your Most 

Holy Mother, I knock, I 

seek, I ask that my prayer 

be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"All that you ask of the 

Father in My Name, He 

will grant you," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos Your Most 

Holy Mother, I humbly 

and urgently ask your 

Father in your name that 

my prayer will be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Heaven and earth shall 

pass away but My word 

shall not pass away," 

through the intercession 

of the Theotokos Your 

Most Holy Mother, I feel 

confident that my prayer 

will be granted.  
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ي القبور
ن الاموات ووطئ الموت بالموت ووهب الحياة للذين فن  المسيح قام من بي 

 ايها الاحباء: المسيح قام

 أكير من حبهم لذاتهم. وهذا 
ً
هم حبا الجميع يحبون. ولكن قلائل يجرؤون أن يحبوا غي 

. ولكن أن  ل الآخر على ذواتنا. أن نحب هذا أمر طبيعي
ّ
. أن نجرأ ونفض ي

هو الحب الحقيق 
ي أن نتجرأ ونحب حن  لدرجة تعريض ذاتنا إلى البذل. 

 نحب كما يريد الربّ فهذا يعنن

رن 
ّ
ي تذكرنا الكنيسة اليوم بعيدهن ، فبك

 كهذا أحبّت النسوة حاملات الطيب، الن 
ً
حبا

أول الأسبوع، أي صباح الأحد، مثل هذا اليوم الذي نحن فيه الان . فبمجرد انقضاء 
ي اللحظات الأولى من أول 

السبت، الذي لم يكنْ يسمح لهنّ فيه بالقيام بأي عمل، فن
ن  الأسبوع انطلقن إلى القير إلى الرب الذي خدمنه وأحببنه ليطيّبنه غي  خائفات أن يطلير

ه حجر عظيم وحراس.   مَنْ حُكم عليه ووُضِع على قير

اذ يصف الإنجيل النساء الحاملات الطيب ويشدد على جرأتهن وحبهن الشديد ليسوع، 
ية وخدمنه وحملن الهموم معه لما كان اليهود يضطهدونه،  ته التبشي  ي مسي 

فقد رافقنه فن
ي اخرج 

ويذكر الإنجيل عددا من النسوة حاملات الطيب  اشهرهم مريم المجدلية. الن 
ي بعد صعود المسيح ذهبت إلى روما لتبشر بقيامة 

. الن  ن منها المسيح السبعة شياطي 
ي جرت 

ي جميع الأمور الن 
ن الاموات . ورفعت إلى طيباريوس قيصر الرومانن المسيح من بي 

 مع المسيح من موته وقياته وظهوره لها  . 

ة الآلام  ي مسي 
ن وفيات حن  فن ي بيتهن مثل مرتا ومريم. النساء بقي 

و كان يسوع يرتاح فن
 ووقفن عند الصليب. 

ي الملكوت، لقد تحررت 
سها وعزز مكانتها فن

ّ
ي رفع شأن المرأة، بل قد

إن المسيح سع فن
ي يسوع المسيح بعد ان كانت بحسب التقليد اليهودي متحفظة ومتشددة. 

 المرأة فن

 

ي نشر الكلمة الالهية وهذا هو دور كل إمرأة فهي 
لذلك انجيل اليوم يظهر لنا دور المراة فن

ي تصون زوجها 
ي بهم حسب كلام الإنجيل، هي الزوجة الن 

ي أطفالها وتعتنن ي ترنر
الأم الن 

ي تحمي أخاها وتؤثر علية بكلمة الإنجيل. ما أعظمك ايتها 
بكلمة الإنجيل، هي الأخت الن 

ن الرب. فقد كللك بالمجد وجعلك مستودعا له ليأخذ منك  ي عي 
ة فن المرأة كم انت كبي 

ي الذي أعطاك اياه هو.   الجسد البشر

ا هو  ن )يوم الجمعة لدفن جسد الرب( كان رجلا ممي  ن الذين أتوا الى القير ايضا من بي 
ي الأعلى الذي يرعى 

ي المجلس الدينن
يف فن ه انه عضو شر ن يوسف الذي من الرامة، وما يمي 

 شؤون اليهود الدينية والأمور الطقسية. 

 

ويبق  السؤال حول هذا الشخص، لماذا دخل بجرأةٍ على بيلاطس الحاكم وطلب جسد 
َ جسد يسوع بكل سهولة، فقد كان هذا الرجل من الأعيان وعظماء  عطي

ُ
يسوع؟ وقد أ

الشعب وكان مواليا للرومان ولحكمهم. وكان أيضا محبا ليسوع، فقد حصرنّ كل ما يلزم 
ي الصخر. ويوسف هذا كان 

ه خصيصا له وقد نحته فن
ّ
ه الذي أعد ي قير

للدفن وقد وضعه فن
ي ذلك الزمان. 

 ينتظر خلاص اشائيل كبقية اليهود فن

مع ان انجيل هذا اليوم هو انجيل خاص للنساء يُظهر جرأتهن ومحبتهن الشديدة 
ليسوع، بعد ان ترك الرجال أثرا سيئا فالرسل هربوا ولم يظهر أحدا منهم، بطرس أنكر 

 وي  هوذا خان. 

ويبق  السؤال، هل هذا هو موقف الرجال؟ لا، فيوسف الذي من الرامة عوّض عن 
 الرجال بأعماله هو ونيقوديموس. 

ّ عن الأعوام 
ي عيد فصح اليوم؟ وما الذي تغي 

لكن يطرح السؤال ماهو الجديد فن
ي كل 

الماضية؟ الصليب هو الصليب والمصلوب هو المصلوب، والدم المهراق يقرب فن
 هذا العام ليس كما كنا أمس وما قبل أمس وما 

ً
ا ن . ولكن كيف نجعل العيد ممي  ن حي 

ن ومشدودين لضعفاتنا ولكن السؤال هو: كيف  ، ملتصقي 
ّ
 وما بعد الغد

ً
سنكون عليه غدا

 إلى حياة 
ً
 حقيقيا

ً
ي حياتنا؟ كيف نجعلها عبورا

نجعل أعيادنا بهية؟ وكيف نحيا القيامة فن
ي  ك بالعيد بثيابٍ عتيقة لوّثتها الخطايا، وليس لنا توبة نشي  جديدة ؟ كيف لنا أن نشي 
، ثوب الفضيلة والوداعة والمحبة. كيف ندخل الحياة الجديدة بثيابٍ 

ً
 جديدا

ً
بها ثوبا
 بالية؟

ي نفوسنا وعقولنا وقلوبنا وهمومنا ويأسنا، 
ي أكير الأحيان مسجون فن

يبدو الرب يسوع فن
ي حياتنا؟ والجواب 

نا ولا يتحرك فينا ولا يتجلى فن  لماذا يسوع لا يغي 
ً
ولذلك نسأل أحيانا

هو لأن حجر خطايانا الثقيل يحجب نوره عنا، ومهما حاولنا دحرجته عن صدورنا لن 
ف  ننجح، لأن ثقل الخطايا وتكرار العادة تكبّلنا وتجعلنا عبيد لها، ولكن المهم أن نعي 
بوجود الحجر الذي يرهق حياتنا الروحية، ولكي ننجح علينا أن نتعلم من مسلك 

 إلى قير السيد، وهنَّ يتساءلن: 
ي طريقهنَّ

ن كنَّ فن  حاملات الطيب حي 

ة إلى الهدف دون أن يستسلمن  من يدحرج لنا الحجر عن باب القير ولكن يتابعنَ المسي 
اء  ن يسوع، وقد استعدين بشر  بينهن وبي 

ً
لوجود هذا الحجر بأن يمنعهن أو يكون عائقا

ي إزاحة حجر 
 إذا أردنا ورغبنا فن

ً
طيبٍ غالىي الثمن ليكرمن به يسوع. وهكذا نحن أيضا

 ويحمل طابع التضحية
ً
ءٍ يكلفنا غاليا ي

 خطايانا الثقيل عن صدورنا، علينا أن نضحي بشر

 من شهواتنا وملذاتنا وكل ما كان يأشنا ويستعبدنا من خطايا، 
ً
يجب أن ندفع الثمن غاليا

 وبالحقيقة هو تافه، فرؤية 
ً
ا لأن الهدف والغاية أثمن بكثي  من الثمن الذي نظنه كبي 

ياء  ء مخالف لوصاياه، أن نتخلى عن الكير ي
يسوع تستأهل منا أن نتخلى عن كل شر

 والأنانية المعششة فينا وعن روح الغضب والتسلط. 

 

إذا استطعنا أن نتخلى عن كل ذلك، وحملنا طيوب التوبة والمحبة والتواضع معنا كل 
حزح من أمامنا كل العوائق ويعلن لنا قيامته.  ن  يوم عندها يرسل الرب ملاكه أمامنا لي 

ق فينا   يرفع عنا حجر خطايانا ليشر
ً
 جذريّا

ً
ا ّ حدث فينا تغي 

ُ
ن نحن بحاجة لزلزلة ت ي كل حي 

فن
ي فينا،  المسيح قام مرة من القير وإلى الأبد. 

 نور المسيح القائم ويحطم الظلمة الن 

 

ي أن المسيح قام فينا لأننا تخلينا عن ظلمة خطايانا وهكذا 
نحن نعلن اليوم يا احبانئ

تستمر مفاعيل القيامة فينا، إذا سلكنا وعشنا حياة الإيمان والمحبة، وشملنا قريبنا 
بالحنان والعطف فهكذا نقوم مع المسيح ونشهد لحقيقة قيامة المسيح، ويصبح 
 من نورٍ إلى نور 

ً
 مستمرا

ً
ي حياتنا وهكذا تصي  أيامنا كلها عبورا

حضور المسيح حقيقيا فن
حن  نصل إلى الفرح الأبدي . وهناك تروا مع الملائكة المسيح وتقولون المسيح قام . 

 حقا قام . 

 الإيمان والشكّ  



Who will roll away the stone for us? 
Who will roll away the sorrow of these times? 
Who will roll away the angst, the worry, and the fear that 
imprison our minds and hearts day to day? 
Who will roll away the burden, the onus, the pressure of the 
needs we have to meet and the families we have to support? 
 
Τhe Faithful Myrrh-Bearers arrived at the Tomb in the deep 
dawn, to complete their mission of anointing the Body of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in accordance with the prevailing Jewish 
custom, but they did not prevail, for He had risen from the dead. 
 
They were led by Mary Magdalene, from whom Christ had cast 
out seven demons. There was Salome, a daughter of Saint Joseph 
the Betrothed. Salome was the wife of the fisherman Zebedee 
and the mother of the Disciples, John the Evangelist and James. 
There was Joanna, the wife of Chuza, who was the steward of 
King Herod’s household. There was Susanna, and Mary and 
Martha, the sisters of Lazarus. And there was Mary, the wife of 
Cleopas who encountered the Risen Lord on the Road to 
Emmaus. 
 
The Women Disciples of the Lord were many, and they 
demonstrated a faith and commitment to Him in His earthly life 
that His Disciples could not. 
 
Last Sunday, we witnessed the fear of the Disciples, hiding in the 
Upper Room behind locked doors, afraid of the Temple 
Authorities. And we saw how the Lord transformed their fear 
into peace, and the disbelief of Thomas into faith. 
 
Today, we behold the devotion of the Myrrh-Bearers, whose 
love is mirrored by that of Nikodemos and Joseph of Arimathea, 
for together they took down the Precious Body of the Lord from 
the Cross, wrapped Him in linen with spices, and laid Him in the 
Tomb. 
 
But they did not realize that even in death, the Body of the Lord 
was life-giving. For the Logos of God was never separated from 
His human soul or His human body. 
 
They did not realize that He would not be inside the Tomb, 
waiting to be anointed, since His anointing had been 
accomplished before His Passion. 
 
Indeed, my beloved brothers and sisters, they worried about the 
stone, for they did not as yet understand that: 
… neither death nor life, nor Angels, nor Principalities nor Powers, 

nor things present, nor things future, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other created thing will be able to separate us from the love of God 
that is in Christ Jesus, our Lord! 
 
Not anything – certainly, not a stone! So what is the answer to 
our question today? 
 
Perhaps our question is not phrased correctly. It is not: “Who will 
roll away the stone?” It is: “Why is the stone already rolled 
away?” 
 
It is not about the weight of our grief, our isolation, our sadness, 
our fears, and our suffering. These are unavoidable; but we are 
not called not to focus this impossible weight.  
 
My dear Brothers and Sisters, the stone was rolled away not to 
let the Lord out, but to let us in. 
 
There is only one way to the Resurrection, and it is through the 
Cross, through the Tomb, through following our Lord Jesus 
Christ all the way to the end.  
 
What it is to live for others; To live for love, for mercy, for 
compassion, and forgiveness; To choose the good of everyone 
else above our own.   
 
“If you die before you die, 
You will not die when you die.”  
 
It is a willing choice, the same choice that led our Lord to die for 
us on the Cross. He willingly chose to die, as the Virgin so 
lovingly laments in the Holy Friday Homily of St. Symeon 
Metaphrastes: “So now let Your head sleep, my beloved Son, and 
let Your hands and Your feet rest. Others bow their heads in 
death, but not before they give up the spirit. But You bowed 
Your head, commanding death to come; only then did You give 
over Your spirit.” 
 
Even in the midst of the suffering and hardship that surrounds us 
daily, let us cast our cares upon the Lord for He cares for us. 
 
The stone will be moved – even if God must send His Angels 
from heaven to do so! Let us enter the Empty Tomb, a sure sign 
of the Resurrection and life eternal, that we may embrace a life 
of self-sacrifice, of altruism, of empathy, of compassion and 
above all love. 
 

 Who will roll away the stone for us 
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 Weekly Divine Liturgy Schedule 

 

 The Divine Liturgy is celebrated  
At St. Elias Chapel  

|(St. Basil the Great Melkite Greek Catholic Church) 

Tuesday to Friday at 9:00 am  

 

Sunday Divine Liturgy :  

English at 9:00 am—Arabic at 11:11 am 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available  

Tuesday to Friday before or after the Divine Liturgy.  
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 “CUSTOMIZE YOUR DREAMS”  

SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM MADE JEWELRY & ON-SITE  
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Cash 4 *Gold/Silver/Diamonds/Platinum*  

Sami Karraz, President - 508-643-3543  

ElieJewelers@comcast.net  
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Lincoln: 401.475.6599  

Cranston: 401.533.9616  

N. Smithfield: 401.597.5840  

Warwick: 401.737.4581  

E. Greenwich: 401.398.7988  

Providence: 401.276.0800  

Coventry: 401.615.3140  

Lincoln: 401.475.6599  

PATRICIA MELKOUN VP of Administration  

www.elitephysicaltherapy.com  

pmelkoun@elitephysicaltherapy.com  

   

Offshore Seafood 
‘Quality at its best’ 

Fresh  Frozen 
 

Bob Marcoux 401-737-3763 


