Address
15 Skyview Drive
Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865

Tel (401) 722-1345

Parish Website
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek
CatholicChurchRl/
YouTube
https://bit.ly/3gkl2Uk
Email

office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com

Office hours
Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Divine Liturgies
Sunday Divine Liturgy
9:00 AM - 11:15 AM

Pastoral Emergencies
and anointing of the sick
(401)722-1345

Holy Mysteries

Reconciliation
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will
be available before the Divine
Liturgy or by appointment

Baptism
Please arrange with the pastor

Marriage
A notice of at least 6 months should
be given to the pastor, before the
proposed wedding date to arrange
for the required interview and
instructions

Third Sunday of the Great Lent
Sunday of the Holy Cross

ST. BASIL THE GREAT

MELKITE GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Antiphon Prayer

O Christ God, You chose of your own free will to be raised on
the Cross for the sake of mankind. Have mercy on your people
called after your name. Grant to the Church, your Mystical
Body, to rejoice in your might. Safeguard all the peoples that
You reconciled by your crucifixion. As for us, who have been
sealed by the sign of your Cross, grant that we may not be
proud of anything but of your Cross, bearing at all time in our
hearts and our minds, the marks of your Holy Passion.

For You are our Light and our Sanctification, O Christ our God,
and to You we render glory, and to your Eternal Father, and
your All-holy, Good and Life-giving Spirit, now and always and
forever and ever.

Troparion of the Resurrection (7th tone)

You destroyed Death by Your cross. You opened paradise to
the thief. You changed the weeping of the myrrhbearers, and
commanded Your apostles to proclaim that You, O Christ God,
have risen, granting to the world great mercy.

Troparion of the Holy Cross

“O Lord save your people and bless your inheritance, granting
peace to the world; and protect your community by the power
of your Cross.”

Troparion of St Basil The Great

~ Your voice has sounded all over the earth, that accepted your

preaching. You gave a divine explanation of doctrine, and
made clear the nature of creatures, and set a rule of life for
men. Holy Father, and Kingly Priest, intercede with Christ God
to grant us great mercy.

&1 850
ﬁmuu}bwl&@)wu‘wwmﬁ
(SJ‘ 4.‘.,4.&.!! .b.i‘-b ‘d.o.wl.' M‘ d.ul.wu db‘
6‘-” u‘Q_LiJl @“‘3’ 0,443 cd.\).).o.: C_,_o_: & ‘_L\_wo
a)L“u Lm.u.g Q.’AJI 435 Was s cd.;.l.p ‘ay Lé.l».ll.w
Lngslg Lu5,1.9 é [IN{RTWES e }’l 5;;:.9., Y1 il
EVAEN] dn))l uLuu

@).: k.,l.a.“j “U)H Ml LQJT Glnad3s Gl I uL\B’
=935 ;;)»1 qﬂn Jls 295l FLEAl; Lad
UJ)AL.\.H)A; db ul3| Ko ‘d.@.u.ﬂ

el eanid)

Bl ool doludtll dygbgybo
g9 (pugdyall pall coidy cgall Eldiny Caiy
195,50 o Eluy @me e 4! cabal wdlel> <
@l Busle ! el Lol (Eand B bl o ean

dox )l gdac

JoV o=lL wlqaﬂ 4.:_)\.:3)]9
S SAFA[ER] (BRIt 2G5 dsk 6 pals
d;g'%af 1Bislg

gkl ] dybg,lo

(5.).]\ u.ln}gulé 48 l.g_vLs uo))’\ LS@ SN &\.} aa)
(LS dauds Cmupgly gl) Blo Blasdl cols @
OeeSIl 93 LI Y Lol L el BT Ewlhsg
g (35 § WY ranal] J] S ¢ Soko)



http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gSoG7RG4sA-lGDWDfFIE4hFNeub9DgACqHVjFC25_XLZYIOxnKWCfvSk
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3gkI2Uk%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3A4ZovTontTErgD-KhDBkZAqs9QkFTlT-dWmDF16jJlbbjf1K3HeSg2ag&h=AT0l5abQIbAo_FiI6C90Jrc-zoSOPpjSiOu0Xz8dZmmbbOqnLKYOfBoKDMOrOVpIBM-PJOxEe5s7WvS5OeAhdguFWCFUmiLlnGaUn1xuJHbaD74fN0-3Hd3dRV
mailto:office@stbasilthegreat@gmail.com
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Our church organizations:

MAYA: Organization of
Melkite Catholics ages 18 — 26
(and at least 1 year out of high
school) under patronage of our
bishop, the Most Reverend
Nicholas Samra.
https://melkite.org/mavya

MYO: Provides a common
forum for all the young people
of St. Basil's Church, and that
the Organization initiate,
coordinate, and direct
religious, social, educational,
and humanitarian programs
designed to promote the
involvement of its membership
in the Christian Faith and the
Melkite tradition.
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html

NAMW: Promotes and
supports vocations to the
priesthood and religious life in
the United States.
https://melkite.org/namw

Kondakion of the Annunciation

Triumphant leader to you belongs our prize of victory! And
since you saved us from adversity, we offer you, our thanks.
We are your people O mother of God! So, as you have that
invincible power, continue to deliver us from danger that we
may cry out to you Hail, O Virgin and bride ever pure.

Epistle of the 3rd Sunday of Lent, Hebrews 4:14-5:6,
Prokimenon (Tone 6)

O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance!

Stichon: To you, O Lord, | have called: O my Rock, be not deaf
to me!

Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews: 4: 14-
16;5:1-6

Brethren, since we have a great high priest who has passed
into the heavens, let us hold fast out profession of faith. For
we have not a high priest unable to pity our weaknesses, but
one tried as we are in all things, save sin. Let us then
approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we
may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

For every high priest taken from among men is appointed for
men in matters pertaining to God, so that he may offer gifts
and sacrifices for sins. He is able to have compassion on the
ignorant and erring, because he himself also is beset with
weakness, and therefore must make offerings for sin in his
own behalf as in behalf of the people. And no one invests
himself with this honor: only one who is called by God takes
it, as Aaron was. So also Christ did not glorify himself with
the high priesthood, but glorified the One who had spoken to
him, “You are my son, | this day have begotten you (Ps. 2:7).
“As he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek (Ps. 109:4).”

Alleluia (Tone 6)

Remember your congregation which you have acquired from
the beginning: you redeemed the scepter of your inheritance.
Stichon: God is our King forever: he brought about salvation
in the midst of the earth.

Gospel of the 3rd Sunday of Lent, Mark 8: 34-9:1

(Taking up the daily cross)

The Lord said: “If anyone wishes to come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me. For
anyone who would save his life will lose it; but anyone who
loses his life for my sake and for the sake of Good News will
save it. For what does it profit a man, if he gains the whole
world, but suffers the loss of his own soul? Or what will a man
give in exchange for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of me
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of
him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes
with the holy angels in the glory of his Father.” And he said to
them, “Amen | say to you, there are some of those standing
here who will not taste death, till they have seen the kingdom
of God coming in power.
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Procession of the Holy Cross after the Divine Liturgy



https://melkite.org/maya
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
https://melkite.org/namw

Divine Liturgy Intentions

SUNDAY, MARCH 12, 2023: SUNDAY OF THE HOLY CROSS.

9:00 a.m. DIVINE LITURGY::

+ ANTONIO & PALMYRA MELUCCI by the Family.
+ LILLIAN & JAMES L. SALOME by their children & families.
+ BRUCE CORRIGAN by Hon. Thomas Lazieh & Sons.

11:15 DIVINE LITURGY:

Prayer for the dead

O God of all spirits and of all
flesh, who have destroyed
death, overcome the devil, and
given life to the world: grant, O
Lord to the souls of your
servants, who have departed
from this life, that they may rest
in a place of light, in a place of
happiness, in a place of peace,
where there is no pain, no grief,
no sighing. And since You are
gracious God and Lover of
mankind, forgive them every sin
they have committed by
thought, or word, or deed, for
there is not a man who lives
and does not sin: You alone are
without sin, your righteousness
is everlasting, and your word is
true.

For You are the Resurrection
and the Life, and the Repose of
your departed servants, O
Christ our God, and we render
glory to You, together with your
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving
Spirit, now and always and
forever and ever. Amen.

ROSE & HOUNEIN KHOURY by Tony & Fadia Kabak.

MICHAEL GEORGE BOUDJOUK (NJ) by Nelly Kishfy.

VIOLETTE (HAGGAR) SAGGAL (Australia) by Jim & Mary Briden.
PAUL BESSETT by Joseph & Yolanda Saggal.

GLORIA RAWAN RAZOOK by Deacon Gilbert & Mimi Altongy.
JULIA, FRED, ELIAS J. KISHFY by M/M Norman E. Kishfy.
JOSEPH ABYAD by Deacon Gilbert & Mimi Abyad.

EVA YOUNES (Lebanon) by Youakim Family.

+ 4+ + o+ + 4+




SACRIFICIAL GIVING: March 12, 2023: Budgets: $4,561.00: Envelopes: $4,450.00, Loose: $111.00; Can-
dles: $104.00; Stole Offerings: $50.00; Fuel: $472.00; Addit’l Melkite Diocesan Support: $15.00.

TODAY, MARCH 12, there will be a special collection taken up for the UPKEEP, MAINTENANCE & IM-
PROVEMENT OF THE CEMETERY. Please be as generous as you can, and we thank you for your continued
support in providing a peaceful resting place for our beloved deceased.

PLEASE NOTE: Before making any ENGAGEMENT/BAPTISM/MARRIAGE RECEPTION PLANS, please con-
tact the Church in advance. We would rather not have you disappointed if you’ve already made commit-
ments without checking our schedule

GENERAL HOME VISITATIONS, SICK CALLS, HOSPITAL VISITS: Father Ephrem has been fully vaccinated
and is now available for these parish services. Just email him at office @stbasilthegreatchurch.com and
leave him your message. PLEASE! NO GRATUITIES! A cup of coffee or tea is just fine. He looks forward to
in-person contact.

2023 ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDARS are available — free for the taking — at both entrances of the church. By
following the liturgical cycle of the church year and remembering the Saints each day is an excellent way
to attach yourself more closely to the worshipping community that is the church.

THE SACRIFICIAL JOURNEY TO PASCHA

What can we do to attempt the imitation of the lives of those whom our Mother, the Church, holds dear?
There are lots of things. For starters, we can take advantage of what the Church offers to us during this
season of Great Lent. We can:
ATTEND PRESANCTIFIED LITURGY ON MONDAYS, 7:00 P.M.
ATTEND GREAT COMPLINE ON TUESDAYS, 6;30 P.M.
ATTEND THE AKATHIST HYMN ON FRIDAYS @ 6:30 P.M
FOLLOW THE PRESCRIBED LENTEN FAST
PARTICIPATE IN THE “SHEPHERD’S CARE” PROGRAM
RENEW OUR PERSONAL LIFE OF PRAYER
MAKE A SPECIAL EFFORT AT PERFORMING CHARITABLE ACTS

RULE OF FASTING IN THE DIOCESE OF NEWTON

So as not to burden anyone’s conscience, the Holy Synod of the Melkite Church permits each diocesan
Bishop to ease the canonical obligations of fasting, while, at the same time, exhorts all the faithful to fast
according to the ancient tradition. The minimal rule that Melkites in the Diocese of Newton must observe:
Fasting from all food and drink from midnight until noon, must be observed on the first day of Great Lent
(Monday, February 20”'), and on the last three days of Holy Week (Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Sat-
urday). Abstinence, at least from meat, must be observed on every Friday of Great Lent. These require-
ments are the minimum. The faithful are encouraged to do more, such as also abstaining from meat every
Wednesday or throughout the whole of Great Lent.

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Ask and you shall
receive, seek and you
shall find, knock and it
shall be opened," through

the intercession of the
Theotokos, Your Most
Holy Mother, | knock, |
seek, | ask that my prayer
be granted.

O Jesus, Who has said,
"All that you ask of the
Father in My Name, He
will grant you," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos Your Most
Holy Mother, | humbly
and urgently ask your
Father in your name that
my prayer will be granted.

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Heaven and earth shall
pass away but My word
shall not pass away,"
through the intercession
of the Theotokos Your
Most Holy Mother, | feel
confident that my prayer

will be granted.



mailto:office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com

THE GREAT AND HOLY TIME OF LENT

Great Lent involves deepening of our prayer life. This includes private prayer as well as the services
mentioned below. An important facet of Lent is Almsgiving. The “Shepherd’s Care” mandated in our
Melkite parishes and missions throughout the United States is one good way to put the Almsgiving into
practice. Various Services will be conducted during the weekdays of Lent, thereby making it convenient

for more people.

| Behold, the Bridegroom cometh at midnight,
\! and blessed is the servant
o whom He shall find awake....
*| Behold, therefore, my soul, beware,
| lest thou fallest into deep slumber....
But be thou wakeful, crying,
Holy, Holy, Holy, art Thou, O God.

-Holy Week

Journey through I.ent

This week, services will be held on Monday, Tuesday & Friday.

Monday, March 13, 2023: 7:00 p.m. Presanctified Liturgy
Tuesday, March14, 2023: 6:30 p.m. Great Compline
Friday, March 17, 2023: 6:30 p.m. Akathist Hymn

COMPLIMENTARY AGAPE LENTEN DINNER will be served on Friday, March 24" after the Akathist Service. You
are once again required to register with your name and number of people attending, on the sign -up sheets at
both entrances to the Church, to allow for an accurate order of food to be served.

EASTER FLOWERS: Many parishioners have followed the long-time tradition of donating lilies to the
Church for the Easter Season. If you would like to participate in this tradition, please sigh your name on

the bulletin board located outside the kitchen area. Since we have a larger sanctuary area to cover, we
would appreciate your generosity in this regard to enhance the Church at this most blessed season.
Please make your $10 offering to Christine Durnin.

REFLECTION: Think of life as something God has given us to manage or take care of. Everything comes from God.
We may use our talent or ability to achieve material goods, but the talent or ability is a gift from God to begin with.
Once you look at life this way, as a steward, it becomes clear that we just give of what we are, as well as what we
have. It means cultivating an attitude of generous giving and getting into the habit of thinking of others.

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Ask and you shall
receive, seek and you
shall find, knock and it
shall be opened," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos, Your Most
Holy Mother, | knock, |
seek, | ask that my prayer
be granted.

O Jesus, Who has said,
"All that you ask of the
Father in My Name, He
will grant you," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos Your Most
Holy Mother, | humbly
and urgently ask your
Father in your name that
my prayer will be granted.

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Heaven and earth shall
pass away but My word
shall not pass away,"
through the intercession
of the Theotokos Your
Most Holy Mother, | feel
confident that my prayer
will be granted.




Following Jesus
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On the Sunday of the
Holy Cross, our Priest
carries the Holy Cross
around the Church in a
special procession.  This
reminds us that Holy
Pascha is coming soon.
The Cross is our sign that
Jesus  Christ won  the
battle over death and evil.
It is a sign we can take
with us everywhere we go
to remind us we belong to
Jesus and He loves us,




OUR JOURNEY TO PASCHA! 2023

Created by Fr. Jonathan Bannon (ACROD)

Adapted by Fr Vitalii Stashkevych (BCC) for the Gregorian Calendar

SUNDAYS

THEMES / GOSPEL READING

HOW TO PARTICIPATE:

Fast - Free Week ]

JANUARY 29™

Normal Fast Week
FEBRUARY 5™H

Meatfare (5
FEBRUARY 12TH ’ .

Cheesefare
FEBRUARY 19TH

FAREWELL TO CHEESETODAY

15T Sunday of Lent # ||

FEBRUARY 26TH

2ND Sunday of Lent
MARCH 5™

RD Sunday of Lent
MARCH 12™

4™ Sunday of Lent
MARCH 19™

5T Sunday of Lent
MARCH 26™

PALM SUNDAY
APRIL 2NP ;

GREAT WEEK BEGINS

GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY

APRIL 7™ ‘ ng;

FEAST OF FEASTS!4
APRIL 9™

NO FASTING!

TRIODION WEEKS
Publican and the Pharisee
Epistle: 2 Timothy 3:10-15
Gospel: Luke 18:10-14

Show compassion on the poor
and distressed. Trust in God,
not yourself and ask for His help
before every task this week.

The Prodigal Son Returns!
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
Gospel: Luke 15:11-32

Schedule a Confession. Every morning
say, “Today | will be humble.”
Use up/freeze meats this week.

Pray facing East this week.
Christ is returning from the East and
we wait for Him!

Use up/freeze dairy this week.

The Last Judgement
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 8:8-9:2
Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46

Adam and Eve are cast from Paradise!
FORGIVENESS SUNDAY
Epistle: Romans 13:11-14:4

Matthew 6:14-21

Ask each other for
forgiveness each evening this
week before bed.

GREAT LENT BEGINS WITH FORGIVENESS VESPERS

SUNDAY of ORTHODOXY
Epistle: Hebrews 11:24-26, 32-12:2
Gospel: John 1:43-51

ST GREGORY PALAMAS
Epistle: Hebrews 1:10-2:3
Gospel: Mark 2:1-12

VENERATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
HALF WAY TO PASCHA!

Epistle: Hebrews 4:14-5:6

Gospel: Mark 8:34-9:1

ST JOHN of the LADDER
Epistle: Hebrews 6:13-20
Gospel: Mark 9:17-31

Bring an icon to church
for a procession.

Bring a prayer rope to be
blessed today!
Use it and pray the Jesus Prayer
each day this week.

Wear your cross to church and
kiss the cross
each morning with a bow!

Every time you climb stairs this week
ask St. John to help you reach
Paradise with the sign of the cross!

ST MARY of EGYPT
Epistle: Hebrews 9:11-14
Mark 10:32-45

Ask the Theotokos to offer you
and the world pure thoughts
and ideas this week.

GREAT AND HOLY WEEK Place your palm branches
ENTRY OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM and pussywillows behind
Epistle: Philippians 4:4-9
Gospel: John 12:1-18

GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY
JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS

CHECK WITH YOUR PARISH FOR

ROYAL HOURS AND VESPERS SCHEDULE

an icon at home
and in your car!

Refrain from TV, Internet &
Phones to honor Christ’s Death.

Greet everyone with

BRIGHT WEEK “CHRIST IS RISENI”
HOLY PASCHA! (CHRIST IS RISEN!) & say it before

Epistle: Acts 1:1-8 Gospel: John 1:1-17  good morning and goodnight!




-41 :238g) ) ".2lsgSIo
Lol Layl oaos (42
Loaic sL5>Vi g3Vl

))S.AJ u|)>\JLJ l.ug]m.x;

sl LUl Ldleall
| (_1_:*.\_9_1 u.99J| 9\9
s ._L.o.;_,..z]jl 7 Usle
10 : I)”lS;”L;JIMIUSJ.ls¢JJ.aJ\J;_L;JI9‘qUI_\.«.c
Si ,J.>)Udugb :o3MSl )] all Acg Lid 5 (2
i :_J)J| e il 8GN LS| I 5S35 1] &SV ‘CU)>uJ|

S2 8

(12 1u9.o_w )" CUQ.L.ZJ

sLpi=ly Legh slp=dly Oloy=l) giass O olizo linsko Joou vl
olssal ol ) &xopll Liws ol>gakl G sl
WJ_D_M Jo_wsls Layl 1ipS eloaV o (] G pdg (il
\J U_J)_> Lolwy‘omb L_S_)..Mo &03|JJ"U.uJy
ul l_g_J ug_xn_uu ,J_;,Q.&d |U9.anJ\JuJ.\J|LS|.Lu.Lx”\_.M
9_2_1 Lo cllidg QU||9.oyu|ugg;Ja.Luﬂ\Jw|d\Lc)bw

O &Y. Nl J=1 (o s V10T bide oy sl (08 s

- 8 8L

JLQ.CI Vg CS)JLJ PGS u| OSJy (Ugigniaud Jwsdl Lous pidiue
l_o_>_\_~u.>J|u|(13 1288%9) 'Mw|
189 0398 Uls awndl e slaruny Ol WSy o))l 7S 2ol 8 oo
L.S)_>| QJW u|>l.3.>9 >9>_u.d|9 ).g_u.d|9 ,og.a]l.; BUwe | P9 Lo.h_c
Jiiiaslls puSadl pgall 32 puS> JShing Jlaicl ade o,
ode B Lo, Losls agig olgd o g @ladl o szl
ool 38 ool pd ¢ _\JIUS.J " yulys Jgw3l] Jgis . Jos|
(25 :5abAe ) ” u|;,;_.,*J|9 sloaVl 2o Azl

Il SwlU yoladl luskos « wakal] Jos UL dg.aiioll Lo
u|)_>U| ‘_LL‘;_g).umJo..xu|MJS._5\.LCuqu| olieo i
wlslp b ol &l Gudy aze a5, sl OTUL pllell oo wlslphoVlg
Cl_cl_>_u.u &)La.u ol 2 S0 JS e uo_g.u Gl ol.&o |J@9 6)>|
q_1>|> 53 5l osill sl )rs_ews sloaVl Ll go Souino JSdus
..LL; alll sl ,Sing omedVl do>3ly slasll slol wlicly dsplyl
&l Luds a5V &bl lagy i Olill Olo,=Jl clisg i3>Vl

).AS.A.DJ' alsc wlool J..s uo 4c,ixo §)>| ul.o).>9 u|).>|

0sSy 0l JamWl Guys Ol (susy 138 Spuanal] gaii Ul suso Lo
iU u| MLL& .L\.>9J| l.;_)..uog Lu.lSQLa.LQ.CJ.Q.CJ_Lu).o .J.;z;\”
My|ww|bwwu|&xwuﬁb@@m
"Vl oe byle oS dalally aaiblll WS JSs Llssas JSs
53T OLour 2 hsd ;7S5 unl) e WYl 1o Jin csde Sala) o]
&oS i, ol ww@M|W|uﬂbM¢)
lewqumsmuwd\w»mm (18 12 pusdsS )
wq,u,lslgq,amswwﬂu@uw@s)mﬁ
U o

i) Blsl g8 Sl py,Sl ol wulo 03Si 1LE>VI 895 VI l.p|
sl ey poladl anday 2>l JS Bries Ul e ued] axod 59
o< Jhsh J.szz:J "TeligSho 59 ) b 55,831 T sdloel Blaxswl ols
olsl o Sl luwko o @l diinal) g9y all ;Soiug LLlas
crlo Jln (sle aexi « axoll @lyg yaill olsl sl CU|)9 wlaell

: Wiy A8 01pS d94 U owodysll wlgl zuss Lula Wl .3
il aJ] Ul b e . 3345 Vg Ayl Gangasll I o

Cl_.\_.\_L.oJ_o_>_;9 q_ul_Q_U).QS.Ab\_S\.&LUUI.\J)JKS.)JI”p_BJdLQS

abego " VLS Go—B8giui Linil WS-.‘.‘bLﬁc! uu-.!-‘-°J|
”w

J_i_,_e_ll lis o O3l bya>

o 0Mi] & ,_u Ji

.....
-

LUl sesYl Lo
L, w0l L o
LU\J ool E g
ool wggers Lol o NUTYCTUNTY

u)_” O > pLo| u99_9|9 u\” yx; Aoulsi d.\” ol .,56 u.u_u.n.”
Uiy &5yl 515815 aolol 8500 Lnwgai 0 U] dg5e0 o,Uaily
JGeV s &l Ll g Sy @ .aua) a9guiSo wsiblll
& olodl Wil JS s Wislas> iie bldac sl Llasdls axlall
& 0yt b LgiSo 90 e alsss p) ST Joslly dilaiunlls
J=l oo Uiaids L) Gwliiin V sl &5,V oJ] Wlisil acluw plss
réwlaa)l &Sl aimog LM

Mgaﬂowgw)md\mdﬂﬂoo

58 oliaw ol gy L3 @u ozl Uilou] Boss &9l Line 89,4
Ao 00 ameryo Undd puisi) 1lso s ,olsdly sVl aV
J—>| oo W) padei cacgiaidy Jriids Syidy goumids Jaisll os-ou|

JJie Llas) 3lsl wolall UlS 38) Sewkall Josu O >9.a.a.d| o
P37 Cl_._;_\_o_” dg.o_x” o0 09,0l tS)_uJ\“g u.;)g...xa.”

il Byl o geminll 1ol puanoll (Srlaal iSinl ,QleJI
pdledl oo ol " raclsV Sl dgss ol Lis <Gl Loy gai

w@plwﬁﬂw|wwpﬂwuﬁﬁbﬂw|wv
wsoly &5l > goleall (oo pSigs s eSuagyl pllall lig) plall
19 1150 59, ) ".all &oa> pii) &l pSLis) a>lg JS uJoJ bosic ‘o)

(2:16
ol wuazesly &yl Jid Joiss ol olise luako Josu Ui
Lo ool olslphoVlg o>V el M Wl 2l gy
"telos | sy puaXall Josy asdasl ’I_ o)l lis s>\,

(33 160> ) ".pllall Cule

coipndl puslly Juill Uy el Jois of oliso luko Joss of
Lo Uslps sl oVl ol oo ool all 83l il g el
il eloyl Sos Lilsls (58 asslul ashsdl Lios aslil Lilgp s
]oLn_wl ))_ii_a_w loic O.Luw Lio Q9w oy L.*Lc)gu_w sl
ol ouiall JB gl 5 Eainsly lowsil cro digasdl
8o sLaddl 26 o oass o380 o eyt ol gl
ol UGS & ‘,_@E\JT 30 dalb (e a2l 8Y5 &5 «oubML il

GV ™ ua.LJI Jis J:qJ oo s

&wwu)bw;jﬂ

| &pIVI &8,20)ls all &0
lad G sy ol ol



On the  Third
Sunday of Great
and Holy Lent, the
Orthodox Church
commemorates
the Precious and
Life-Giving  Cross
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Services include a special
veneration of the Cross, which prepares the faithful for the
commemoration of the Crucifixion during Holy Week.

The commemoration and ceremonies of the Third Sunday of
Lent are closely parallel to the feasts of the Veneration of the
Cross (September 14) and the Procession of the Cross (August 1).
Not only does the Sunday of the Holy Cross prepare us for
commemoration of the Crucifixion, but it also reminds us that
the whole of Lent is a period when we are crucified with Christ.

As we have “crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires” (Galatians 5:24), and will have mortified ourselves
during these forty days of the Fast, the precious and life-giving
Cross is now placed before us to refresh our souls and
encourage us who may be filled with a sense of bitterness,
resentment, and depression. The Cross reminds us of the
Passion of our Lord, and by presenting to us His example, it
encourages us to follow Him in struggle and sacrifice, being
refreshed, assured, and comforted. In other words, we must
experience what the Lord experienced during His Passion - being
humiliated in a shameful manner. The Cross teaches us that
through pain and suffering we shall see the fulfillment of our
hopes: the heavenly inheritance and eternal glory.

As they who walk on a long and hard way and are bowed down
by fatigue find great relief and strengthening under the cool
shade of a leafy tree, so do we find comfort, refreshment, and
rejuvenation under the Life-giving Cross, which our Fathers
“planted” on this Sunday. Thus, we are fortified and enabled to
continue our Lenten journey with a light step, rested and
encouraged.

Or, as before the arrival of the king, his royal standards,
trophies, and emblems of victory come in procession and then
the king himself appears in a triumphant parade, jubilant and
rejoicing in his victory and filling those under him with joy, so
does the Feast of the Cross precede the coming of our King,
Jesus Christ. It warns us that He is about to proclaim His victory
over death and appear to us in the glory of the Resurrection. His
Life-Giving Cross is His royal scepter, and by venerating it we are
filled with joy, rendering Him glory. Therefore, we become ready
to welcome our King, who shall manifestly triumph over the
powers of darkness.

The present feast
has been placed in

the middle of
| Great Lent for
another reason.

‘The Fast can be
likened to the

spring of Marah whose waters the children of Israel encountered
in the wilderness. This water was undrinkable due to its
bitterness but became sweet when the Holy Prophet Moses
dipped the wood into its depth. Likewise, the wood of the Cross
sweetens the days of the Fast, which are bitter and often
grievous because of our tears. Yet Christ comforts us during our
course through the desert of the Fast, guiding and leading us by
His hand to the spiritual Jerusalem on high by the power of His
Resurrection.

Moreover, as the Holy Cross is called the Tree of Life, it is placed
in the middle of the Fast, as the ancient tree of life was placed in
the middle of the garden of Eden. By this, our Holy Fathers
wished to remind us of Adam’s gluttony as well as the fact that
through this Tree has condemnation been abolished. Therefore,
if we bind ourselves to the Holy Cross, we shall never encounter
death but shall inherit life eternal

Icons Of The Commemoration

The most common icon associated with the Veneration of the
Cross is the same icon used on the Feast of the Veneration of the
Cross on September 14. In the icon, Patriarch Macarius is
standing in the pulpit elevating the Cross for all to see and
venerate. On each side of the Patriarch are deacons holding
candles. The elevated Cross is surrounded and venerated by
many clergy and lay people, including Saint Helen, the mother of
Emperor Constantine.

In the background of the icon is a domed structure that
represents the Church of the Resurrection in Jerusalem. This
church was one of the churches constructed and dedicated by
Emperor Constantine on the holy sites of Jerusalem.

Another icon related to this feast depicts the actual service of
veneration that is conducted in the churches on the Third
Sunday of Lent. In the center of the icon is the Cross (1). Itison a
table surrounded by flowers (2). Above the Cross is the image of
Christ in a partial mandorla representing His glory (3) . He is
blessing those who have gathered to venerate the Cross, the
rulers, clergy, monastics, and laity.
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To emphasize the theme dCSp(\IR' ((:ISC OF POWICR,
of this prayer--changing and idle walk.

our lives--we accompany

v b Great Buc give racher the spiric of
Prostration, kneeling

%% .nd touching  the chascicy, humilicy, pacience, and
forehead to the floor, love o Chq SCRVAINC.
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making the sign of the Uea, O Lord and King. gRANT e
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make Small Prostration, ages of ages. Amen.
bowing very low, = =

touching the floor with
the fingertips of the right hand, then standing and making the sign of the cross. The bows represent the

twelve hours of the day, and our awareness of the sins and shortcomings we suffer throughout each day of
our life.

The Prayer of St Ephrem is one of the main components of Lenten services in the Byzantine Church. It
signifies our awareness of our sins and of temptations, it proclaims our faith in the all-merciful God, and it
asks for the gifts and graces we need to lead a holy life. During Lent, it is a good practice to recite the
prayer of St Ephrem when you get up in the morning and before you go to bed at night.

Both privately and publicly, the Prayer of St Ephrem the Syrian is the characteristic prayer of Great Lent. It
reminds us that God is the Master of our lives, and asks God to free us from the sins of everyday life, like
pride and gossip and laziness and greed. In it we ask God to give us humility and love of our neighbor,
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Jesus said, 'and when you fast, do not look dismal, like
the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their

fasting may be seen by men. Truly, | say to you, they have THE Lo R D
received their reward. But when you fast, anoint your FORTY :

head and wash your face, that your fasting may not be DAYS YO (’ R
seen by men but by your Father who is in secret; and of LENT 6' 0 D

your father who sees in secret will reward you:' .
Matthew 6: 16-18 (Gospel of Cheesefare Sunday)

When people think of the word "Lent," the word "fasting" is one of the first things that comes to mind. The cornerstone of Lent is not fasting, but
repentance and growing in our faith. Fasting is a tool that is used to assist in spiritual growth. Fasting is also mischarac-terized as a form of
deprivation, rather than a spiritual discipline. Because fasting is so misun-derstood, it is many times done incorrectly.

In the Orthodox world, we use the word "passions" to describe tendencies that each person has that lead us to sin. Each of us has a "passion" for
anger, lust, power, greed, ego, etc. We do not get through life without wrestling with each of these, sometimes on a daily basis. The most basic
"passion" is hunger. While we can go a day without a lustful thought or an angry thought, we can't go more than a few hours without a hungry
thought. So, if we can or tame our passion for eating, we can hopefully tame our other passions. If we can discipline ourselves to go without
certain kinds of food, we can hopefully discipline ourselves so that we can go without certain kinds of behavior that are spiritually destructive.
Thus, fasting is not about giving up something only to get it back. Fasting is about getting control of our passions, maintaining control over them,
and ultimately giving control of ourselves to God.

If you've never fasted before, | would not recommend doing a strict fast. Try fasting from meat on Wednesdays and Fridays of Lent (and then
throughout the year), then next year try fasting Wednesdays and Fridays plus all of the first week of Lent and all of Holy Week. Then work up from
that.

Below is a guide of some levels of fasting:

®Level one -- Fast from meat on Wednesdays and Fridays and during Holy Week

®|evel two -- Fast from meat and fish on Wednesdays and Fridays and during Holy Week

®|evel three -- Fast from meat the entirety of Lent and Holy Week

®|evel four -- Fast from meat and fish the entirety of Lent and Holy Week

®|evel five -- Level four and eliminate dairy products during Holy Week

®|evel six -- Level four and eliminate dairy products on Wednesday and Fridays and during Holy Week.
®|evel seven -- Level four plus eliminate dairy products during all of Lent and Holy Week

®level eight -- Level seven plus eliminate oil and wine during Holy Week

®|evel nine -- The strict fast - no meat, fish, dairy products, wine or oil during the entirety of Great Lent

**Fish is allowed on March 25 (Annunciation) and Palm Sunday; oil and wine are allowed on Saturdays and Sundays, except for Holy Saturday.
After a few years at one level, challenge yourself to go up a level.

More important, however, than fasting from food, is fasting from the behaviors that are spiritually destructive. We need to fast from things that
get us in trouble - perhaps the television, alcohol, inappropriate materials on the computer and in movies, foul language, etc. Fasting also does not
mean "looking" deprived, complaining about what you can't eat, or making a show of your fasting. In fact, if you are fasting and you are invited to
someone's home for dinner and they serve meat, eat the meat, don't make a big deal out of your fasting. Also, do not pass judgment on others
who are not fasting to the degree you are. Saint Paul reminds us in Romans 14:3-4: "Let not him who eats despise him who abstains, and let not
him who abstains pass judgment on him who eats; for God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is
before his own Master that he stands or falls." As Christ tells us, our fasting is seen by our "Father who is in secret," and He will reward us for our
efforts.

Again, Lent is not a season of deprivation, nor should we "give up" something only to get it back once Lent is over. Lent is about repentance,
and making small and permanent changes to bring us closer to the Lord, changes that will last long after Lent is over. This is the purpose of the
Lenten journey. Fasting is an aid to help us in this.

The time has come - the start of our spiritual contests, the victory over demons, the full armor of self-control the angels' dignity, the confidence
before God. Thereby did Moses become conversant with the Creator, and heard the invisible voice. Lord, through fasting make us worthy to
worship Your Passion and Holy Resurrection, as You love humanity. (Doxastikon of Orthros, Cheesefare Sunday, Trans. by Fr. Seraphim Dedes)

Give some thought to your fasting plan for Lent today!
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Hebrews 4:14-5:6

Philippians 2:5-11

1 Corinthians 1:18-24

Galatians 2:16-20

Galatians 5:22-6:2

2 Timothy 3:10-15

Hebrews 6:8-12

Mark 8:34-9:1 Matthew 13:10-23 Matthew 13:36-43 Matthew 9:18-26 Matthew 25:14-30 Matthew 25:1-13 Mark 7:31-37
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Hebrews 6:13-20 Romans 12:1-3 Ephesians 4:14-17 Ephesians 4:17-25 Ephesians 4:25-32 2 Corinthians 5:10-15 Hebrews 2:11-18
Mark 9:17-31 Luke 6:31-36 Luke 6:24-30 Luke 7:36-50 Luke 13:1-9 Luke 12:42-48 Luke 1:24-38
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Mark 10:32-45 Luke 11:34-41 Mark 8:30-34 Luke 12:16-21 Luke 18:18-27 Matthew 4:1-11

E Church Major Feasts

M Abstzin from Meat

@ Fast from midnight until noon

Lenten Season
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Sunday Divine Liturgy
. 9:00 am
. 11:15am

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available
Tuesday to Friday before or after the Divine Liturgy.
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St. Basil The Great
» Melkite Greek Catholic Church

Check our website
for Church news and updates at
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com

On Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilMelkiteChurchRI1/

YouTube
https://bit.ly/2VigvnS

Contact us for information and ideas
office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com

? 2 COR 9:7

Donations are greatly appreciated especially during this
pandemic crisis. Please click on the link below to donate.
Thank you and God bless you and yours.




SHEPHERD’S CARE
Associated Charities

Great Lent 2023

“There is no sin that alms cannot cleanse. Charity is a2 medicine
suitable for any wound.”
St. John Chrysostom

Almsgiving is an essential pillar of Great Lent. Owing to your love
and faithful support, the diocese has been able to help orphans,
the hungry, the homeless, addicted, destitute, runaway teens, victims of war, victims of disease and disaster,
and so many others through Shepherd's Care Associated Charities.

Shepherd's Care is much more than simply raising funds for charity. It is a guide to assist us in living a holy
Lent through understanding and practicing the cornerstones of prayer, fasting and almsgiving, As Great
Lent begins please pick up a brochure and a coin box when you come to church. Put it on your dining table
or in your icon corner, anywhere you will see it and be inspired to remember the needy. Throughout Lent
place your offerings in the box. At the end of Great Lent simply bring the proceeds of your mite box to the
church as your offering for Shepherd’s Care.

This year, due to the recent tragic earthquake in Turkey and Syria, all proceeds from Shepherd's Care
2023 will be given to alleviate their suffering. If you would like to make a donation to assist those who have
lost loved ones, have been injured, or had their property damaged or destroyed, you may mail a donation to
the address below. The check may be made out to: "Diocese of Newton" with the memao: "Shepherd's Care
Earthguake Relief." Mail to Diocese of Newton Shepherd's Care, 3 VFW Parkway, W. Roxbury, MA 02132,
You may also make online donations through your parish's online portal, or at: www.melkite.org/donate.
Please specify: "Earthquake relief.”

Thank you and God bless you for your generosity on behalf of those less fortunate.




Weekends of March 6 and 20, 2022
Shepherd’s Care Associated Charities 2022. To help those in need, the Shepherd’s Care Associated Chari-
ties of the Eparchy of Newton is sponsoring this 40-day Lenten giving program to provide for the less fortu-
nate. Local parish charities, as well as eparchial charities, international charities, and our seminarians, will
benefit from your generous alms-giving during Great Lent. Program brochures and Giving (Mite) Boxes are
available in the church. Please be generous with your contributions. Thank you for all you do to help the

bhepherd's Care Associated Charities

. Ty

Shepherd’s Care began in 1988 at the
request of the faithful and clergy who saw a
need for a united effort among all Melkite
Catholic Parishes in the United States to
reach out to people in need. By means of
this initiative, our eparchy reaches out in
lowe through financial assistance to people
in need here in the United States and
abroad. Owver the years Shepherd’s Care
has raised more than 5250,000.

Through your love and faithful support, the
diocese has been able to help orphans, the
hungry, the homeless, drug addicted, the
destitute, runaway teens, victims of war,
wvictims of disease and disasters, and so
many more.

Donations are distributed to local parish
charities such as soup kitchens, food
pantries, homeless shelters, eparchial
charities, world charities, and offers tuition
assistance to seminarians of the Eparchy.

But Shepherd’s Care is much more than
raising funds for charitable causes. More
importantly, it is a guide to assist us in living
a Holy Lent through understanding and
practicing the Lenten cornerstones of
prayer, fasting and almsgiving.

The Widow’s Mite

Each year during the Great Fast,
the Church encourages us with
the example of the “widow’s
mite”. We receive a little box — a
“mite box” which we take home.
This box symbolizes the offerings
(alms) we give during Lent,
together with our increased
prayers, fasting, and abstinence.

“When He looked up,. he saw
some wealthy people putting
their offering into the treasury,
and He noticed a poor widow
putting in two small coins. He
said, “T tell you truly, this poor
widow put in more than aoll the
rest; for those others have all
made afferings from their surpius
wealth. But she, from her
poverty, has offered her whole
livelihood*™

needy among us. Thank You!

Shepherd’s Care
Associated Charities
Eparchy of Newton
3 V.F.W. Parkway
West Roxbury, MA 02132-7727

Owr Lord, in His infinite wisdom, recognized
that the widow’s mite was so very valuable.
The poor widow gave from her need. She
gave to God everything she had.

od L) frq
Lenten Gift Box

Each family, indeed every person, is invited
to take home a Lenten gift (mite) box. Put it
on your dining table, or in your icon corner,
anywhere you will see it and be inspired to
remember the needy. Throughout Lent
place your offerings in the box. Some
people try to put in the amount they save
by abstaining from certain foods. Children
find it especially fun to use a coin calendar.

At the end of Great Lent bring the
proceeds of your mite box to the church
as your offering for Shepherd’'s Care. If
you are presenting a check please make
it payable to SHEPHERD 'S CARE
ASSOCIATED CHARITIES. You may also

SHEPHERD'S CARE
Associated Charities
Great Lent

“There is no sin that
alms cannot cleanse.
Charity is a medicine

suitable for any wound.”
St _fofin Chrysoston

make donations by check directhy to the
Eparchial Office. Address is on the back.
Together our eparchial family can help

alleviate the sufferings of God's people.

All proceeds from Shepherd’s Care
Associated Charities go directly to the
charities. The Bishop, together with his
advisors, insures that 1002 of the
money is given to the needy at home
and abroad.

Your tax-deductible contributions are
greatly appreciated by all who will
benefit from them. The Fathers of the
Church encourage us to always be
humbly grateful and remember those
in need. In helping others, we are
doing the will of God.

“The breod you do not use is the bread of
the hungry. The garment in your wardrobe
is the garment of the person who is naked.

The money you keep locked away is the
money of the poor.™

St. Basil the Great
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OCATION PLAN

Bishop Francois forms
New Vocation Team

The goal is to create a “Culture of §
Vocations” within the Melkite Catl miza‘ fifzw’{ifz

g lLi_

s Bishop Frangois Beyrouti begins his episcopal

ministry, he is emphasizing the Lord’s invitation to
“serve one another humbly in love” (Gal 5:13). In this
spirit, one of his key priorities is to strengthen our focus
on vocations throughout the Melkite Catholic Eparchy
of Newton.

Thanks be to God, over the past few years, the
Melkite Catholic Church in the United States has been
blessed with many new vocations to the priesthood and
diaconate. Looking toward the future, we can also see that
many parishes have aging clergy who have been faithfully
serving for so many years. Thus, there is a serious need
to ensure uninterrupted pastoral care for our 50 churches
and communities and to respond to the needs of our
faithful who are asking us to establish new parishes.

hus Bishop Frangois has convened a new Vocation

Team, headed by Fr. John Mefrige and composed of
four other priests from each region of the eparchy. The
challenge for the team is threefold.

The first task is to re-organize our efforts, both by
standardizing the formation of priests and deacons, as
well as establishing a clear process for men to discern
God’s call.

Secondly, Bishop Francois’ vision is that new
vocations will flow organically from active ministry in
local parishes. Put simply, the men who will one day serve
as priests and deacons must now be serving generously
in other capacities. A campaign is planned to identify
these men—Dboth single and married—and invite them to
discern a potential role as reader, subdeacon, deacon, or
priest.

Finally, the Vocation Team aims to dramatically
improve communications about vocations within the
eparchy. For example, the Melkite Catholic community in
the United States needs to see the joys of married clergy
with families, as well as the blessing of men who serve
celibately or enter monastic life. We have a number of
digital and print projects planned for 2023 and beyond.

In summary, the Vocation Team is preparing to enter
a multi-year process of organizing, inviting, and
communicating a “pro-vocations” message throughout
the eparchy. The overall vision is to build upon the core
message that Christ calls all to serve—in all sorts of
capacities—to make us a true ecclesia, a living Church.
Every vocation is vital, including marriage and family,
nuns, monks, and the clergy who lead our liturgical

worship. 5

INSIDE

Three Key Areas of the
New Vocation Plan

1. Organization
2. Invitation
3. Communication




Organization

BEGAN NOVEMBER 2022

Vocation Team Roles

Fr. John Mefrige in San Antonio, Texas, is the
director of our new Vocation Team. He is joined by
representatives from various regions:

o Fr. Dimitri Saliba - Western Region

o Fr. Elias Dorham - MidAtlantic Region
o Fr. Philip Raczka - New England

o Fr. Bryan McNeil - Deacon Formation

In addition to representing a region of the eparchy, each member will also
take on specific roles, including:

¢ Vocation promotion and communications
« Interviewing potential candidates

» Handling the application process

» Opverseeing the formation of seminarians

SPRING 2023

Clergy & Candidate Databases

One essential task is to update the biographical information of all our clergy.
This will help Bishop Francois to review the assignments of each deacon and
priest and plan for future transitions and retirements. For example, simply
knowing the birth dates of all priests allows us to project retirement dates
and estimate how many new men we need in formation to serve our growing
communities. Similarly, our Vocation Team is streamlining the way we keep
track of prospects with a new database of candidates.

2023-2024

Standardizing the Application
& Formation Process

We have had a wealth of excellent candidates, but
their paths to ordination have been widely varied.
Our plan is to standardize the entire process, for
both priests and deacons, beginning with a new,
more rigorous application process, and continuing
with well-defined tracks for both married and
celibate seminarians.

t

“Linvite all who feel drawn
to deeper service to boldly
respond to the Lord’s call!

/. ~Bishop Francois




Invitation

Becoming Fishers of Men

A call to deeper service is always a call from Christ
himself. Experience shows, however, that the call is most
often mediated by parish priests. Over the next three
years, the role of priests as “inviters” will be a recurring
theme in our regular Clergy meetings and annual
Clergy Conference. We will also be sending resources to
equip priests to be mentors to men in their parishes. The
goal is to encourage priests to be true “fishers of men.”

FALL 2023
WINTER 2023-2024

(" / / 5 R p 4 ° ° °
illed 0y Name 1 Online Discernment Meetings
Will You Help Identify Future Clergy? Men who are submitted in the Called by Name

campaign will be invited to begin the discernment
process through a series of online meetings with

Perhaps the most exciting part of our

Vocation Plan is a campaign to identify Bishop Francois and the Vocation Team. The purpose
candidates for readers, subdeacons, is to open dialogue and offer guidance for listening to
deacons, and priests. “Called by Name” God’s call.

will be an eparchy-wide process in

which clergy and laity can submit the SPRING 2024 Q

names of men in our parishes who may

be called to these ministries. Importantly, candidates Discernment Retreat

should be longstanding, faithful members who have Those who have faithfully participated in the online
demonstrated stability of life and a heart for service. meetings will be invited to an in-person Discernment
As Jesus told us: “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, Retreat. This is an opportunity for talks, personal
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one prayer, and Liturgical Prayer. The goal is that after the
another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that retreat, we will have a good sense of the next cohort
you also should do as I have done to you” (John of men who will advance into formation, either to-

13:14-15). ward diaconate or priesthood.




APRIL AND NOVEMBER, 2023-2024

Bi-annual Vocation Days

Twice a year, in Spring and Fall, the Vocations Team
will prepare resources for parishes to place special
empbhasis on vocations, by preaching as well as in
children’s catechesis and youth ministry. This will
align with the readings and Feast days in our Melkite
Catholic liturgical calendar.

New Online Presence for Vocations

We will include robust vocation pages on the Melkite
Catholic Eparchy of Newton’s website, Melkite.org.
This will refresh our online presence, and provide a
platform for our Called by Name program and other
Vocation resources.

Other Communication Efforts

In Year Two of our Vocation Plan, we would like to
re-energize our social media presence, specifically
with a series of videos on priests, deacons, and sem-
inarians. We will also work on an e-newsletter with
tips and encouragement for young people to live out
their baptism and discern their vocations

MELKITE CATHOLIC
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SPRING AND FALL, 2023-2024

Vocations Bulletin

In the coming months, keep your eyes open for our
Vocations Bulletin! It will be similar in format to this
Vocation Plan and will include articles and photos
highlighting our new seminarians, readers, subdea-
cons, deacons, priests, monks, and nuns. We will also
focus on their families who nourish them and also
highlight couples who are in ministry together The
overall goal is to show that living out one’s baptism is

the path to holiness—and that responding to God’s
call begins with faithful service and an open heart.

s e e T
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All Have a Role to Play

The Vocation Plan is not just the work of the
Vocation Team. It requires the enthusiastic
support of clergy, educators, and those who
work with youth. Above all, it requires families
who make their home a true domestic church.
All are encouraged to find some role to play.
Keep in mind that our Melkite Catholic Eparchy
of Newton’s Vocation Plan is open to your
feedback and creativity. Feel free to be creative
in your parish and to share with us your ideas
and most importantly begin to develop a culture
of ministry that encourages Vocations in your
family and parish. It is never too early to reply
personally or to keep your eyes open to send us
names of those you feel should be encouraged to
serve in this way. i

| EPARCHY OF NEWTON




BYZANTINE KIDS MAGAZINE!
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Get a full yearly subscription: 12 monthly issues, delivered to your door, for only $10/issue!
https://www.byzimom.com/product-page/byzikids-magazine-12-month-subscription

The team at ByziKids Magazine strongly believes in the power of prayer!
Proceeds from your subscription will be donated to the support of Eastern Christian monastic communities!

For more information about the monasteries we help, see our mission statement on the ByziKids page of ByziMom.com!


https://www.byzimom.com/_files/ugd/2121a6_a93561d57b8544338761f43a0df6b461.pdf
https://www.byzimom.com/_files/ugd/2121a6_a93561d57b8544338761f43a0df6b461.pdf
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60 Rhodes Pl, Cranston, RI
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MY0 (Age 12-1 $45.00
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Sleiman (401) 864-1933




ANNOUNCEMENTS

As of 12/30/2022

St. Basil the Great
Melkite Greek Catholic Church

15 Skyview Drive Lincoln, Rl 02865

Sharing our Faith

SECURING OUR FUTURE

Campaign Facts: Parish Community Facts:

Total Registered Families: 415

Outstanding Goal: $340,000 @ Active Families: 250

Contribution Ranges: $20 to $50,100 % of Active Families Participation: 51%

“It’s not about how much we give, but how much love we put into giving”
-Mother Teresa

Current & Future Projects:

7

Church Roof Repair: Project completed, estimated s =

Parking Lot Sealing: Project complete at both Rectory &
cost of $400,000...final cost $321,000.

Church...final cost $14,000.

Rectory Roof Repair: Proposals received, estimated

,v",':',/A ‘ N
q:l ')
\_) cost $18,000, pending review.

Interior Repairs, Expand Storage & Vent Cleaning: Partial
proposals received. Vent cleaning estimated cost $9,000.

Exterior/Masonry /Walkway Repairs: Awaiting

Church Window Repairs: Proposals received,
estimated cost $9,000, pending review. proposals.

HVAC & Boiler Replacement: Proposals received,
estimated cost $196,000.

\ Security Cameras/Door Upgrades: Camera system

complete, final cost $10,500. Door proposal received,

pending review.
Flooring Upgrades: Proposal received, estimated
cost $50,000 (carpeting for Church, Cultural Center,

office & hallway), pending review.

Important Highlights

We are extremely grateful to all of those who have contributed and supported the campaign thus far.

The finance committee has begun strategy planning on maximizing the return of current financial reserves for future projects. God willing, this will
prevent the need for another capital campaign and allow for a more spiritual focus!

As reflected above, donations have varied in amounts, we do not expect everyone to support with the same amount...However, we do pray that
everyone will support this important campaign!

This is an open and transparent campaign, if you have any questions, suggestion, or concerns Fr. Ephrem or any of the committee members would be
more than happy review/discuss during coffee hour or feel free to call them at the numbers listed below.

For more information contact any of the committee Jeff Boudjouk: 401-441-2737
members, click here, or scan this code with your

Ann Sabbagh: 508-243-1190
Smartphone Camera!

Kyle Mardo: 401-578-5369



ADVERTISEMENTS

MASSUD&SOMNS

—— FLOOR COWVERIMNG, INC., —
ESTABLISHED 1972

(401) 724-6674
772 Dexter Street., Central Falls, Rl

www.massudflooring.com
Carpets-Vinyl-Hardwood-Laminate-Ceramic Tile
“Come See The Massud Family Today”

OWNED & OPERATED

FOR OVER 48 YEARS!

Schedule your appointment

JAMES M. PROCTER
SALES MANAGER

NMLS# 23362
TOLL FREE : 844-500-5552X3501
¢ DIRECT : 401-589-1601

MOBILE :

notions EFAX.

o JAMES.PROCTER@NATIONSLENDING.COM

401-744-1532
866-449-9855

Ie n I ng 800 OAKLAWN AVE. SUITE C-201, CRANSTON,

RI 02920

New England Stone
15 Branch Pike
Smithfield, Rl 02917
(401) 232-2040

Monuments . Benches . Paving Blocks

MICHELLE H. LEFRANCOIS
Sales Associate

369 South Main St.

Providence, RI 02903

401-274-1644
Lila Delman M 401-935-5854

F 401-331-1719
Real Estate
E Michelle.Lefrancois@LilaDelman.com

RAHEB LAW

JOSEPH RAHEB, ESQ. ALEXANDER J. RAHEB, ESQ.
SAMUEL J. RAHEB, ESQ. ADRIENNE F. RAHEB, ESQ.

650 GEO. WASHINGTON HWY., #200
LINCOLN, RHODE ISLAND 02865

phone 401-333-3377 fax 401-334-4152

STEPHEN M. CUSHMAN, CPA., MST

‘AH ”””ll Certified Public Accountants

Mardo, Lachapelle & Palumbo, LLP
221 Broadway Providence RI (}Z‘B(H

401-274-8400
Fax : 401-274-9242
Email: steve@mlcpa.com

webpage: micpa.com

€

LINCOLN TAX SERVICES

nnnnnnnnnnnnn

SHARON DESIMoNE, EA
401-651-1112
LincolnTaxServicesof RlI@yahoo.com
650 George Washington Hwy.
Lincoln, Rl 02865-4206

JAMES A. BRIDEN

Attorney At Law

Blais Cunningham & Crowe Chester, LLP
P.0.Box 1325 150 Main street Pawtucket, Rl 02862
www.Blaislaw.com
401-723-1122 Fax : 401-726-6140
Email : jpbriden@blaislaw.com

REGAL CONSULTING GROUP
REAL ESTATE CONSULTING AND VALUATION

MICHAEL P. LEFRANCOIS JR.

PRESIDENT & CHIEF CONSULTANT
640 GEORGE WASHINGTON HWY-BLDG B
SUITE 103-LINCOLN RI 02865
401-626-6619
MIKE@QREGALCGROUP.COM

Nawgant

CREDIT UNION

Proud to be part of your community.
401.233.4700 — www.nhavigantcu.org

COSTIGAN O’NEILL FUNERAL HOME
Phone: (401) 723-4035
220 COTTAGE STRLELCT - PAWTUCKET, Rl 02860
John H. O’Neill

Vincent P. O’Neill
“Catholfic Funeral Directors”
FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATION SERVICES

New location:
3102 Mendon Rd. Cumberland, Rl 02864
Phone: (401) 658-1155



https://nbgqa.com/new-england-stone/

ADVERTISEMENTS

NAYCO

Great Family Store

190 Front Street
Lincoln Shopping Center

724-7504

Gonsalves/Pastore Realty
@n‘UI}’ 126 Broad Street, Cumberland,
2II® RI 02864
V. Edward Fayan

Broker/Associate * Licensed in Rl & MA
Bus: 401-728-2770 Cell : 401-474-7279

Shirley A. Moon Lemay, CPIW

‘ Tel : 401-725-0070

: o  TFax:401-726-2620

: Blals P.O. Box 158, One Walker Street

INSURANCE Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865

Keith E. Fayan, Esq.
%N Hope Artiste Village
1005 Main Street, Unit 1204
LAW.. Pawtucket, RI-02860
T:401-475-2755 F: 401-223-6387

kef@fayanlaw.com
Admitted in Mass & Rl

www.fayanlaw.com

A Brilliant Choice!

Diamond Carl J. Sahady

President
Narragansett Shopping Plaza
(Next to Stop & Shop)

Cleaners Pawtuckett, Rhode Island

Park Printers, Inc
Service-Quality-Affordability

Full service Printing since 1976
496 Power Road, Pawtucket, RI
401-728-8650
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“NO JOB TOO BIG”" “NO JOB TOO SMALL"

Elfe X lernclors

“CUSTOMIZE YOUR DREAMS”

SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM MADE JEWELRY & ON-SITE
JEWELRY AND WATCH REPAIR WHILE YOU WAIT
CASH 4 *GOLD/SILVER/ DIAMONDS/PLATINUM*

SAMI KARRAZ, PRESIDENT - 508-643-3543
ELIEJEWELERS@COMCAST.NET
999 SOUTH WASHINGTON ST., N. ATTLEBORO, MA 02760
(EMERALD SQUARE MALL LOCATED ON THE FIRST FLOOR)

Feel Better Live Better
eel ette ve bette Lincoln: 401.475.6599

Cranston: 401.533.9616
N. Smithfield: 401.597.5840

\ .
ELITE Warwick: 401.737.4581
PrvsicaL THERADY E. Gr.eenw1ch: 401.398.7988
L - Providence: 401.276.0800
YoUR HEALTH. YOUR CHOICE. Coventry: 401.615.3140

Lincoln: 401.475.6599

PATRICIA MELKOUN VP of Administration
www.elitephysicaltherapy.com
pmelkoun@elitephysicaltherapy.com

Ve Offshore Seafood

‘Quality at its best’
Fresh Frozen

Bob Marcoux 401-737-3763

Northeast |

INVESTMENT GROUP
Jeffrey M. Boudjouk

Managing Partner - Wealth Advisor
jeff@northeastinvestmentgroup.com

Phone: 401-213-8315 - Toll Free: 855-232-6748 « eFax: 401-329-0039
1000 Chapel View Blvd., Suite 200 - Cranston, RI 02920
www.northeastinvestmentgroup.com

el WL w Thinking About Selling?
ez KELLERWILLIAMS %%/ Contact Justin for a Complimentary Home Valuation

Justin Dower

Listing Specialist & Realtor®
Licensed in RI, MA & NY

@ (631) 466-1399

Find me: Justin.SpectrumREC.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated  Equal Housing Opportunity




