Address
15 Skyview Drive
Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865

Tel (401) 722-1345

Parish Website
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek

CatholicChurchRlI/
YouTube
https://bit.ly/3gkl2Uk
Email
office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com

Office hours
Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Divine Liturgy
Winter Schedule Begins This week
Saturday: 9:00 AM
Sunday: 11:15 AM

Pastoral Emergencies
and anointing of the sick
(401)722-1345

Holy Mysteries

Reconciliation

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will
be available before and after the
Divine Liturgy or by appointment

Baptism
Please arrange with the pastor

Marriage
A notice of at least 6 months should
be given to the pastor, before the
proposed wedding date to arrange
for the required interview and
instructions

ST. BASIL THE GREAT

MELKITE GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Sunday of the Forefathers
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ANTIPHONS PRAYER:

O Lord our God, save Your people and bless Your
inheritance, safeguard the fullness of Your Church in
peace, sanctify those who love the beauty of Your house;
in return, raise them to glory by Your divine power and do
not forsake us who put our hope in You.

Troparion of the resurrection (4th tone)

The women disciples of the Lord, having learned from the
angel the joyful announcement of the resurrection, and
having rejected the ancestral sentence, proudly told the
apostles: Death is despoiled. Christ God is risen,
bestowing to the world great mercy.”

Troparion of the Forefathers, (2nd Tone

Through faith, You have justified Your Ancestors, O Christ
our God, and through them You have espoused in
advance the Church set apart from the Gentiles. The
saints rejoice in glory because, from the seed of these
Ancestors, has come forth the glorious fruit, who gave
You birth without seed. Through their intercession, O
Christ God, save our souls

Troparion of St Basil

Your voice has sounded all over the earth, that accepted
your preaching. You gave a divine explanation of doctrine,
and made clear the nature of creatures, and set a rule of
life for men. Holy Father, and Kingly Priest, intercede with
Christ God to grant us great mercy.
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http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gSoG7RG4sA-lGDWDfFIE4hFNeub9DgACqHVjFC25_XLZYIOxnKWCfvSk
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3gkI2Uk%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3A4ZovTontTErgD-KhDBkZAqs9QkFTlT-dWmDF16jJlbbjf1K3HeSg2ag&h=AT0l5abQIbAo_FiI6C90Jrc-zoSOPpjSiOu0Xz8dZmmbbOqnLKYOfBoKDMOrOVpIBM-PJOxEe5s7WvS5OeAhdguFWCFUmiLlnGaUn1xuJHbaD74fN0-3Hd3dRV
mailto:office@stbasilthegreat@gmail.com

Our church organizations:

MAYA: Organization of
Melkite Catholics ages 18 — 26
(and at least 1 year out of high
school) under patronage of our
bishop, the Most Reverend
Nicholas Samra.
https://melkite.org/mavya

MYO: Provides a common
forum for all the young people
of St. Basil's Church, and that
the Organization initiate,
coordinate, and direct
religious, social, educational,
and humanitarian programs
designed to promote the
involvement of its membership
in the Christian Faith and the
Melkite tradition.
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html

NAMW: Promotes and
supports vocations to the
priesthood and religious life in
the United States.
https://melkite.org/namw

Kondakion of the Preparation of the Nativity of our Lord
(3rd Tone)

Today the Virgin is on her way to the cave where she will give
birth to the Eternal Word of God in an ineffable manner.
Rejoice, therefore, O universe, when you hear this news, and
glorify with the angels and the shepherds Him who shall
appear as a new Child, being God from all eternity.

Epistle: Sunday of the Forefathers, Colossians 3: 4-11
PROKIMENON

Blessed are You, O Lord, God of our fathers, and Your name is
worthy praise and glorious forever.

Stichon: For You are just in all You have done to us, and all
Your works are true and Your ways right.

Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians
Brethren, when Christ, our life, appears, then you too shall
appear in glory. Put to death whatever in your members is of
the earth: immorality, uncleanness, lust, evil desire,
covetousness, which is a form of idol-worship. Because of
these passions, God’s wrath comes upon the sons of
disobedience and you yourselves once walked in them when
they were your (way of) life. But now, you too put them all
away; anger, wrath, malice, abusive language and foul-
mouthed utterances. Do not lie to one another. Strip off the
old man with his deeds and put on the new, one that is being
renewed toward perfect knowledge according to his creator’s
image (Cf. Gn. 1:26). Here there is no Gentile and Jew, no
circumcised and uncircumcised, no Barbarian and Scythian,
no slave and freeman, but Christ is all things, and in all.
Alleluia (Tone 4)

Moses and Aaron were among His priests, and Samuel among
those who called upon His name.

Stichon: The just cried out, and the Lord heard them, and He
delivered them from all their trials.

Gospel: Sunday of Forefathers (11th of Holy Cross) Luke 14:
16-24 (The Great Feast)

The Lord told this parable, “A certain man gave a great
supper, and he invited many. And he sent his servant at
supper time to tell those invited to come, for everything is
now ready. And they all with one accord began to excuse
themselves. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a farm, and |
must go out and see it; | pray you hold me excused.” And
another said, ‘1 have bought five yokes of oxen, and | am on
my way to try them; | pray you hold me excused.” And
another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore | cannot
come.” And the servant returned, and reported these things
to his master. Then the master of the house became angry
and said to his servant. ‘Go out quickly into the streets and
lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor, and the crippled,
and the lame, and the blind.” And the servant said, ‘Sir, your
order has been carried out, and still there is room.” Then the
master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and
hedges, and make them come in, so that my house may be
filled. For I tell you that none of those who were invited shall
taste of my supper.! For many are called but few are
chosen.”

sl g Uiy 3o dodits (BIuB) plisell duid
CIBI el

b S A A Bliedl JI g6 £l podl
13) &5 gSCaal gl 3,01 iy S22 By (ygmll
ek ol 3l ba cBleydly SN o (SU3meg (Cannnw
sl B S AV gag i Slab

Wluwyll dodio— cundd] aldYl us
Sl Idang Feiky b d) Ol gl ol Hyleo

SIS

(Buo g8 Wlacly by Canrdo o ez (§ Uole Y
| daligl albgs

(11-4 :3 (ol sS) Dby

et @il 09,el5 sl Gunall 541 3o cBg3T b
A3 oIl de @ (Stlast 031 1giseld doney das
92 S Ankally dipyl Bogddly Soelly duslmilly
sl e dll unt Jou oda J2Y L .55 83k
idle @uS 3 Ly @Sl @it 0da 39 duasdl
Laseudly Cuasd! (S gomybl Ll @l o1 Wl gud
Yy - oSledl (e el AUy Capdmilly Gl
Alasl go Griadl Hludd gals] Lany Sian HISE
Bgeo e Aynall simiy I Dodd) HlusY! gl
Yy Sz Yy «$39@ Y9 Ubs o Co ddlls
F 5 Vo due Vo @sSul Yy Lazmel Yy il
el G st & 92 e

Lylla

Aol el S (S ghapg cdigS S B3Ry (sw9h
o 009 o) gl O)ly lg3ie Dyhaball

Sl St sl

bl day s ol usYI

(24-16 :14 By))

leag ladae 2lae fiuo Ol :Jiall o &)1 JB
(op3edall Ushy slaall dele 3 bl Junly cogS
Jolgh Sty o4 150028 Aef w5 ¢t I 0 1sala
ol 3 Yy Sla> Euzinl 45 :J3 & Jad 09,003
W5 JBy Lgodad of allule sy s
Al dgsY (ole Ul 55 (p3lad duwas cofisl
Y ¢ldly col el ;’:\>§)3 48 1,391 JBy @_},\:3 of
el B35 3Ty Sl @3 3558 32l O Al
d b 331 ol JBs codl &y Guad diie
Fidly oSlaall Jsoly dgidily duddl glss
Gomb 5 ki b 1) JUad Uiga ) E5409 HLadls
JI 3wl G Jas s Lalt (g 4 S8l
e S JsRA U1 philadly axdly @3
gl po 35T Jlie 395 Y @) 1) Ugd 316 e
LAy HeniS Gigkuall OB .Gigtdall Jlayll



https://melkite.org/maya
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
https://melkite.org/namw

Prayer for the dead

O God of all spirits and of all
flesh, who have destroyed
death, overcome the devil, and
given life to the world: grant, O
Lord to the souls of your
servants, who have departed
from this life, that they may rest
in a place of light, in a place of
happiness, in a place of peace,
where there is no pain, no grief,
no sighing. And since You are
gracious God and Lover of
mankind, forgive them every sin
they have committed by
thought, or word, or deed, for
there is not a man who lives
and does not sin: You alone are
without sin, your righteousness
is everlasting, and your word is
true.

For You are the Resurrection
and the Life, and the Repose of
your departed servants, O
Christ our God, and we render
glory to You, together with your
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving
Spirit, now and always and
forever and ever. Amen.

Divine Liturgy Intentions

THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2023: SUNDAY OF THE FOREFATHERS. THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT.
PROPHET DANIEL AND ANANIAS, AZARIUS AND MIZAEL.

9:00 a.m. DIVINE LITURGY:

BARBARA (AZRAK) COLICCHIO (40 Day) by her Nieces and Nephews.
ALBERT & JOSEPHINE HARRAKA by George & Jeanne Harraka.
ELIZABETH NOURY (24™ Anniv.) by her daughters & their Families.
FRED KOUSSA (31* Annv.) by Linda A. Koussa.

WALTER J. (“BILL”) LEMAY (8" Anniv.) by his wife, Shirley.

SIPPIE DEMTY by Charles Demty.

JOSEPH R., THECLA, and JOSEPH E. MARDO by Barbara Mardo.
DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE HAJJAR FAMILY by Jean Vitali & Family.

+ o+ + o+ + o+

11:15 a.m. DIVINE LITURGY:

+  ANGELA SABBAGH (28" Anniv.) by her parents, Thomas & Joanne, her brothers Michael, his wife
Vanessa & Geoffrey.

+ ROSE & HUNEIN KHOURY by Micheline Ghanem.

+ HALA ASHKAR KARRAZ by Neil, Yolanda Karraz & Family.

+ YOUSEF GEORGI DEEB by Najat Khoury Madour.

+ MAGGIE MARTINEZ by Bob & Margie Mardo.
+
+

JOHN R. ROWEY by Mrs. Sarah Peters.
ALL DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE SAGGAL & CHARCHAFLIAH FAMILY by Nabil & Gloria Baalbaki.



SACRIFICIAL GIVING: DECEMBER 10,2023: Budgets: $2,780.00 (Envelopes: $2,535.00; Loose: $245.00;
Candles: $119.00; Stole Offerings: $250.00; Building Fund: $70.00; Sun. School Reg.: $40.00; Fuel:
$280.00; Food Fair Activity: $130.00.

Father Ephrem has now been here three years and is fully available for parish services. Just email him at
office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com and leave him your message. PLEASE! NO GRATUITIES! A cup of coffee
or tea is just fine. He looks forward to in-person contact.

PLEASE NOTE: Anyone who is planning an ENGAGEMENT/BAPTISM/MARRIAGE RECEPTION PLANS is kind-
ly requested to notify a member of the clergy BEFORE reception/party plans are made. The Clergy may be
already scheduled for something else on the day that you have rented a hall/restaurant. Following this
policy will help avoid any later misunderstandings/hurt feelings.

FLOWERS: Many parishioners have followed the long tradition of donating poinsettias to the Church for
the Christmas Season. If you would like to participate in this tradition, please sign your name on the bulle-
tin board located outside the kitchen and give $10.00 donation to Barbara O’Rourke or call 401-636-1802.
Since we have a larger sanctuary area to cover, we would appreciate your generosity in this regard to en-
hance the church at this most blessed season.

The CHRISTMAS FAST for the Melkite Church began Sunday, December 10, 2023. The time of this Fast
previously began on November 15““). Our Diocesan policy at present recommends that we fast from all
food and drink from midnight until Noon each day and abstain from meat and meat products on Wednes-
days and Fridays and on Christmas Eve. Let the Holy Spirit lead you in personal preparation for this Holy
Season.

Please make this Christmas first and foremost a Spiritual Feast. Make your peace with God in the Mys-
tery of Confession. Receive Him in Holy Communion. Begin the New Year reconciled to God and determine
to worship Him regularly. May Christmas bring a rebirth of grace to you individually, to your family and to

our whole Parish Community. Together may we “grow to the full maturity of Christ”. (Ephesians 4:15)
during the year.

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Ask and you shall
receive, seek and you
shall find, knock and it
shall be opened," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos, Your Most
Holy Mother, | knock, |
seek, | ask that my prayer
be granted.

O Jesus, Who has said,
"All that you ask of the
Father in My Name, He
will grant you," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos Your Most Holy
Mother, | humbly and
urgently ask your Father
in your name that my
prayer will be granted.

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Heaven and earth shall
pass away but My word
shall not pass away,"
through the intercession
of the Theotokos Your
Most Holy Mother, | feel
confident that my prayer
will be granted.


mailto:office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com
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A CHANGING WORLD: To evangelize, we need to understand the culture which people live. Times are
changing and so is the way people think and view things. What used to be called profiteering is now called
inflation. What used to be called Christian discipline is now called unhealthy repression. What used to be
called living in sin is now called a meaningful relationship. What used to be called perversion is now called
an alternative lifestyle. We neglect the needy and call it self-preservation. This is only a taste of what is to
come. We are living in a time where there is a major shift in values. The Western world is slowly becoming
de-Christianized. We need not only the power of the Holy Spirit, but to have our minds formed with solid
Christian teaching and moral behavior.

THE TWO SUNDAYS BEFORE THE NATIVITY OF JESUS CHRIST are known as THE SUNDAYS OF THE FOR-
FATHERS AND THE GENEALOGY OF CHRIST.

The Church prescribes these commemorations to draw our attention to those who prepared the way for
the birth of the Messiah.

STARLIGHT: ‘Try not to rush towards Christmas. Open the gift that God offers in this season of Advent.
Dim the lights of the world and open your eyes and your heart to the starry night. Let the Word of God
whisper its truth to your heart.

TODAY, there will be a special collection taken up for MELKITE DIOCESAN SUPPORT. Please help subsi-
dize our monthly payment for the operation and maintenance of our Diocese. Please give generously.

On Christmas Eve, December 24th, and on Christmas Day, December 25th, there will be a special collection
taken up for your CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS. Envelopes for this purpose may be found in your weekly budg-

ets, or you may obtain one on your way out at either entrance of the church

REFLECTION: To “let go” is not to try to change or blame another; it’s to make the most of yourself.

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Ask and you shall
receive, seek and you
shall find, knock and it
shall be opened," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos, Your Most
Holy Mother, | knock, |
seek, | ask that my prayer
be granted.

O Jesus, Who has said,
"All that you ask of the
Father in My Name, He
will grant you," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos Your Most Holy
Mother, | humbly and
urgently ask your Father
in your name that my
prayer will be granted.

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Heaven and earth shall
pass away but My word
shall not pass away,"
through the intercession
of the Theotokos Your
Most Holy Mother, | feel
confident that my prayer
will be granted.




DIOCESE OF NEWTON

£ ) :
2 for the Melkite Catholic Church
& in the United States of America
%
Office of the Bishop
Bishop Frangois Beyrouti
Diocese of Newton for the Melkite Catholic Church in the United States of America
3 VFW Pkwy

West Roxbury, MA 02132

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In my first year as your Bishop, I've been edified and inspired by the joyful solidarity and faith of our Melkite
community. I have been on the road this year almost every weekend and have visited many of our over 50
communities. My goal for this year is to visit the remaining communities and to assist our communities to
flourish in whatever way I can.

I'm deeply grateful for the hard work of the clergy and lay people in our communities. Christ calls each of us to
serve. I have been inspired by the men and women, young and old, who serve with their whole heart. I see your
dedication and share in your passion and commitment.

Soon you will receive a letter from me for this year’s annual appeal. In this letter, I outline some of the steps I've

heard from you that are necessary to foster vocations, strengthen the faith life of our communities, and make
use of the many resources available to help us organize our communities.

I ask you to read this letter carefully, and prayerfully consider how God may call you to contribute to the
many needs of our Church so our communities can be strong in the years to come.

We face many challenges today, but challenges are nothing new for our Church. Your generosity, service, and
love can help strengthen our Melkite Catholic Church in the U.S. for years to come. In addition to the

usual means, you can also give to this year’s appeal by using the QR Code below or visit us at melkite.org/
donate.

I thank you for your prayers, your consideration of this appeal, and for all you are already doing to serve God in
your daily life and in the faith life of our communities. May God bless and reward you and your family for your
generosity and dedication.

Your Shepherd in Christ,

t g

Most Reverend Bishop Frangois Beyrouti

Eparchial Bishop of Newton for the Melkite Catholic Church in the United States of America



NEW YEAR — THEOPHANY
DIVINE LITURGY SCHEDULE

Sunday, December 24 - Eve of the Nativity of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ
10:00 a.m. Sunday Divine Liturgy. (One Combined Divine Liturgy)
7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Festal Divine Liturgy with Youth Pageant.

Monday, December 25 - The Nativity of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy

Sunday, December 31

10:00 a.m. Sunday Divine Liturgy. (One Combined Divine Liturgy)

5:00 p.m. Vigil Divine Liturgy Feast of the Circumcision of Our Lord - St Basil's Feast - New Years’ Day

(at St. Elias’s Chapel)

Monday, January 1

10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy Feast of the Circumcision of Our Lord - St Basil's Feast - New Years’ Day

(at St. Elias’s Chapel)

Saturday, January 6 - Feast of the Theophany

7:00 p.m. Festive Vespers Divine Liturgy and the Blessing of the Water.

Sunday, January 7- Solemnity of the Theophany
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy and the Blessing of the Water.
11:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy and the Blessing of the Water.



Following Jesus
Kids bulletin 2

'ﬂi" k-m‘q sent his servants to .'al-f-gl-l'rlif pcopl;'_m rlic_stwcr fo
his son's wedding. Follow the road on the map from the castle's
courtyard all the way to the farmland. The people in the houses
‘next to the road you ;*(h’.s are invited 10 the v.'(dd'm‘.g.

You can colour in the houses if you like.
Who was invited to the feast?

www.thekidsbulletin.com



Excuses.. Excuses

As I meditate on the Parable of the Great Banquet I am impressed
with a number of themes:

1. Rejection and Insult

We feel badly when we are rejected, but what about the Father?

Think of his grief and broken heart. Think of his anger and mercy. I

recall the verses at the beginning of John's Gospel that express

this:
"He came to that which was his own, but his own did not
receive him.
Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name,
he gave the right to become children of God --children born not
of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will,
but born of God." (John 1:11-13)

Jesus told us,
"If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If
you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it
is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out
of the world. That is why the world hates you. Remember the
words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than his master.’
If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they
obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. They will treat
you this way because of my name, for they do not know the
One who sent me." (John 15:18-21)

This parable is a bittersweet reminder of rejection, but also of

mercy.

2. Mercy and grace
The second theme I see is one of grace and mercy. Those who are
not worthy to come to the host's table -- the poor, lame, crippled,
blind -- are now invited. That is you and that is me. We are
unworthy to eat at our Host's table, but we have been invited and
cleansed. How true it is: "Blessed is the man who will eat at the
feast in the kingdom of God" (14:15b).
As I read the servant's invitation, "Come, for everything is now
ready," my mind begins singing the gospel hymn by Charlotte G.
Homer and W.A. Ogden:
"All things are ready,’
now is spread;
Ye famishing, ye weary, come and thou shalt be richly fed.
Hear the invitation, come, 'whosoever will.'
Praise God for full salvation for 'whosoever will.'
This is God's mercy, pure and simple.

come to the feast! Come, for the table

3. Evangelism

A third, and closely related theme is evangelism. The poor, lame,
crippled, and blind are now sought out. They are not just invited,
but they are sought out and urged, compelled, to accept the
invitation. The poor and oppressed among the Jewish people are in
view, but also the Gentiles. We are the servants, and bring a
marvelous message of invitation and acceptance and forgiveness.
We must take our role seriously and urge the invitation wherever
we are. This is not a take-it-or-leave-it task. It is a mission, the
mission of the Host, and we must fulfill it.

4. Judgment

But those who reject the invitation -- for whatever reason -- will
not taste of the Master's banquet. We bear good news, but with
humility and sadness, realizing that contained within the very
message are the seeds of judgment. However, it's not like we are
damning people by telling them the Good News. Actually, the Good
News is their only hope -- they are already under God's judgment
for their sins. It's only that deliberately rejecting the invitation
invites greater judgment, and that saddens us.

5. Lame Excuses

I am sorry to say that, in the lame excuses of the original guests, I
hear some of my own shallow excuses for not doing God's will. We
may be able to convince ourselves that what we are doing is noble,
but I am afraid that way too often our excuses are an insult to
God. He is the Host and he is the Master of the house. It is God's
mercy that we are not consumed!

6. God's Plan
The final theme that I see here is one of God's plan. The host has
prepared food for a large number of guests, and he won't be
satisfied until his house is completely full.
"The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some
understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance." (2
Peter 3:9)
I get the feeling -- though this is not inherent in the parable before
us -- that as soon as the last place is taken at the banquet, the
door will be shut and the feast will begin. The Father is lingering,
waiting for each and every seat to be taken, and the End will not
come until that has occurred. We catch a hint of this in Second
Peter:
"Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of
people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives
as you look forward to the day of God and speed its
coming." (2 Peter 3:11-12)
I believe we can "speed" the coming of the Day of the Lord by
evangelism. "And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in
the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will
come" (Matthew 24:14).
As we do throughout the Bible. we see the themes of free will and
predestination intertwined -- God's established purpose, our
obedience to serve him, and the acceptance of the invitation by
those we speak to. How it all fits together God only knows.
This parable is shocking socially. It is also sobering and urgent.
May God use it to urge you to thankfulness and obedience, too.

Prayer

Father, in this parable I sense your hurt and your urgency. Please
help me to share your heart. Your sorrow, you love for the poor,
and the urgency of your invitation. Shake complacency out of me.
Help me to be a worthy and obedient bearer of your invitation. In
Jesus' name, I pray. Amen.
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Sunday before Theophany Holy Prophet Nahum Holy Prophet Habakkuk
ekl g sl
2 Timothy 4:5-8 2Timothy 1:1-2, 8-18 Galatians 5:22-6:2
Mark 1:1-8 Luke 20:19-26 Luke 12:32-40
3 4 5 6 |7 8 <19
14! Sunday after Holy Cross | St John the Damascene | St Sabbas the Sanctified | St Nicholas of Myra St Ambrose of Milan Prep of Matemity of Anne, | Maternity of Anne
sl s ke gz wad) grandmother of our Lord
Ephesians 6:10-17 Galatians 3:23-4:5 Galatians 5:22-6:2 Hebrews 13:17-21 Titus 1:5-14 Titus 1:15-2:10 Galatians 4:22-27
Luke 18:35-43 Mark 5:24-34 Matthew 11:27-30 Luke 6:17-23 Luke 21:28-33 Luke 21:37-22:8 Luke 8:16-21
10 <11 112 113 114 115 16 -
10t Sunday after Holy Cross | St Daniel the Stylite St Spyridon of Trimythus | St Eustrates and his St Thyrces and his St Eleutherios Holy Prophet Haggai
sl i s jalall Y companions companions
Colossians 1:12-18 Hebrews 3:5-11, 17-19 Ephesians 5:8-19 Hebrews 5:11-6:8 Hebrews 7:1-6 2 Timothy 1:8-18 Ephesians 2:11-13
Luke 13:10-17 Mark 8:11-21 John 10:9-16 Mark 8:30-34 Mark 9:10-15 Mark 2:23-3:5 Luke 14:1-11
17 118 119 =20 21 122 ©®* 23 -
Preparation of the Saturday before the

Holy Ancestors of Christ St Boniface St Boniface Nativity of our Lord StJuliana of Nicomedia | Paramony Fast Nativity

Ol 238 s Osabldl psea Sl U 3 Cupadd)
Colossians 3:4-11 Hebrews 8:7-13 Hebrews 9:8-23 Hebrews 10:1-18 Hebrews 10:35-11:7 Hebrews 11:8-16 Galatians 3:8-12
Luke 14:16-25 Mark 9:42-10:1 Mark 10:2-12 Mark 10:11-16 Mark 10:17-27 Mark 10:24-32 Luke 13:19-29
2 a Paramony of ' 2 % 2 St Joseph the 27 2 2

Christmas Betrothed
Genealogy of Christ Nativity of our Lord Synaxis of the St Stephen Holy Martyrs of Holy Innocents of Saturday after the
sl ) 23 1 | Jesus Christ Theotokos Nicomedia Bethlehem Nativity
fosal) Egen Lt Do Blaal) 2ay Cuadl

Hebrews 11:9-10, 32-40 Galatians 4:4-7 Hebrews 2:11-18 Hebrews 2:11-18 James 1:19-27 James 2:1-13 1 Timothy 6:11-16
Matthew 1:1-25 Matthew 2:1-12 Matthew 2:13-23 Matthew 2:13-23 Mark 11:27-33 Mark 12:1-12 Matthew 12:15-21
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Divine Liturgy
. Sunday at 9:00 am & 11:15 am

The Holy Sacrament of Reconciliation is available be-
fore and after the Divine Liturgy or by appointment.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Wotoorme t6

St. Basil The Great
» Melkite Greek Catholic Church

Check our website
for Church news and updates at
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com

On Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilMelkiteChurchRI1/

YouTube
https://bit.ly/2VigvnS

Contact us for information and ideas
office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com

? 2 COR 9:7

Donations are greatly appreciated especially during this
pandemic crisis. Please click on the link below to donate.
Thank you and God bless you and yours.




St Basil The Great Melkite Greek Catholic Church
15 Skyview Drive, Lincoln, R1 02865

Al

& his Live Bopd

Deluxe Mazza & Difef#:30 pm sharp _""'Q
Cash bar, Noise makers, hats,.Champaign, AND MORE... A

Tickets start ot $125 & $150 & 175 gdovouobrf / =
@
Souhair Batal Khoury  781-603-4424 Samir Boudjouk 401-744-1141
Bill Haddad 401-258-6133 Faiz AlBatal 401-692-1808
George Mardo 401-744-7657 Ranim Nassar 401-489-4482
Camille Albatal 401- 365-3126 Kyle Mardo 401-578-5369%

All Tickets must be pre-paid (Cash, checks, credit) - Deadline December 25, 2023




JSraMauondil
IViCIKITEe]Gonventon

el el 7

OURILADY ORI HERNNUNGIATION
VIELKITE CATHOLIC'CATHEDRAL

IVIARRIVT 1 BUSTUN QUINGY .
Divine Services Spiritual Workshops Evening Socials
OUR LADY OF THE Room Reservations
ANNUNCIATION CATHEDRAL MARRIOTT BOSTON QUINCY
7 VFW Parkway | West Roxbury, MA 02132 1000 Marriott Drive | Quincy, MA 02169
617.323.5242 617.472.1000 | Marriott.com

Mention 53rd National Melkite Convention for discounted rate
Ticketing information to follow!



Join us as we celebrate the anticipation of Our Lord’s incarnation! Hear Our
Lady of Hope students sing The Festival of Lessons and Carols, a beautiful and
festive tradition that began in the 19th century. Through scripture readings (or
“lessons”), hymns, carols, and prayers, the Festival tells the story of the Fall, the

Messianic promise, the Incarnation, and the Great Commission.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

As of 09/15/2023

St. Basil the Great
Melkite Greek Catholic Church

15 Skyview Drive Lincoln, Rl 02865

Sharing our Faith

SECURING OUR FUTURE

Parish Community Facts:

Total Registered Families: 410

Outstanding Goal: $329,240 Active Families: 200

Contribution Ranges: $20 to $50,100 @ % of Active Families Participation: 55%

“It’s not about how much we give, but how much love we put into giving”
-Mother Teresa

Current & Future Projects:

22\ Church Roof Replacement: Project completed, final
 cost $321,000.

W\ Parking Lot Sealing: Project completed at both Rectory &
J Church, final cost $14,000.

y, Interior Repairs, Expand Storage & HVAC Vent Cleaning:
“¥ Partial proposals received. Vent cleaning completed, final
cost $9,020

@ Church Window Repairs: Project completed, final cost Exterior/Masonry/Walkway Repairs: Awaiting proposals.

Rectory Roof Replacement: Project completed, final
cost $18,850.

$9,000. Additional window was found to need repair, Maintenance to mosaic of The Blessed Mother
awaiting additional estimate. : completed, cost $8,000.

HVAC & Boiler Replacement: Proposals received, Security Cameras/Door Upgrades: (?ame.ra system
estimated cost $196,000. Boiler does need immediate complete, final cost $10,500. Electrification of doorway
replacing, awaiting timeframe. HVAC system is okay for now. proposal received, pending completion.

N Flooring Upgrades: Proposal received, estimated Central Air C.onditionir;g azdrHVIAc improvements to
g cost $50,000 (carpeting for Church, Cultural Center, Rectory: Project completed, final cost $56,665.
office & hallway), awaiting samples and timeframe.

Important Highlights

* We are extremely grateful to all of those who have contributed and supported the campaign thus far.

+ The finance committee has begun strategy planning on maximizing the return of current financial reserves for future projects. God willing, this will
prevent the need for another capital campaign and allow for a more spiritual focus!

* Asreflected above, donations have varied in amounts, we do not expect everyone to support with the same amount...However, we do pray that
everyone will support thisimportant campaign!

« Thisis an open and transparent campaign, if you have any questions, suggestion, or concerns Fr. Ephrem or any of the committee members would be
more than happy review/discuss during coffee hour or feel free to call them at the numbers listed below.

For more information contact any of the committee Jeff Boudjouk: 401-441-2737
members, click here, or scan this code with your Ann Sabbagh: 508-243-1190

Smartphone Camera!

Kyle Mardo: 401-578-5369




ADVERTISEMENTS

MASSUD&SOMNS

—— FLOOR COWVERIMNG, INC., —
ESTABLISHED 1972

(401) 724-6674
772 Dexter Street., Central Falls, RI

www.massudflooring.com
Carpets-Vinyl-Hardwood-Laminate-Ceramic Tile
“Come See The Massud Family Today”

— FAMILY ——
OWNED & OPERATED

FOR OVER 48 YEARS!

Schedule your appointment

JAMES M. PROCTER
SALES MANAGER
NMLS# 23362

TOLLFREE:  844500-5552X3501
* DIRECT: 4015891601
o MOBILE : 4017441532
NALIONS e#ax: 866-449-9855

o JAMES.PROCTER@NATIONSLENDING.COM

lending

RI 02920

800 OAKLAWN AVE. SUITE C-201, CRANSTON,

New England Stone

15 Branch Pike
Smithfield, Rl 02917
(401) 232-2040

Monuments . Benches . Paving Blocks

MICHELLE H. LEFRANCOIS
Sales Associate

369 South Main St.

Providence, RI 02903

401-274-1644
Lila Delman M 401-935-5854

F 401-331-1719
Real Estate
E Michelle.Lefrancois@LilaDelman.com

RAHEB LAW

JOSEPH RAHEB, ESQ. ALEXANDER J. RAHEB, ESQ.
SAMUEL J. RAHEB, ESQ. ADRIENNE F. RAHEB, ESQ.

650 GEO. WASHINGTON HWY., #200
LINCOLN, RHODE ISLAND 02865

phone 401-333-3377 fax 401-334-4152

STEPHEN M. CUSHMAN, CPA., MST

‘AH ”””ll Certified Public Accountants

Mardo, Lachapelle & Palumbo, LLP
221 Broadway Providence RI (}Z‘B(H

401-274-8400
Fax : 401-274-9242
Email: steve@mlcpa.com

webpage: micpa.com

€

LINCOLN TAX SERVICES

nnnnnnnnnnnnn

SHARON DESIMoNE, EA
401-651-1112
LincolnTaxServicesof RlI@yahoo.com
650 George Washington Hwy.
Lincoln, Rl 02865-4206

TEL.(508) 222-0002
FAX (508) 222-9095

JAMES A. BRIDEN

COOGAN SMITH, LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

144 BANK STREET - P. O. BOX 2320

Jjab@ coogansmith.com ATTLEBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 02703

REGAL CONSULTING GROUP
REAL ESTATE CONSULTING AND VALUATION

MICHAEL P. LEFRANCOIS JR.

PRESIDENT & CHIEF CONSULTANT
640 GEORGE WASHINGTON HWY-BLDG B
SUITE 103-LINCOLN RI 02865
401-626-6619
MIKE@REGALCGROUP.COM

Proud to be part of your community.
401.233.4700 — www.nhavigantcu.org

COSTIGAN O’NEILL FUNERAL HOME
Phone: (401) 723-4035
220 COTTAGE STRLELCT - PAWTUCKET, RI 02860
John H. O’Neill

Vincent P. O’Neill
“Catholfic Funeral Directors”™
FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATION SERVICES

New location:
3102 Mendon Rd. Cumberland, Rl 02864
Phone: (401) 658-1155



https://nbgqa.com/new-england-stone/

ADVERTISEMENTS

NAYCO

Great Family Store

190 Front Street
Lincoln Shopping Center

724-7504

Gonsalves/Pastore Realty
@NUI}’ZI 126 Broad Street, Cumberland,
®

R1 02864
V. Edward Fayan

Broker/Associate * Licensed in Rl & MA
Bus: 401-728-2770 Cell : 401-474-7279

Shirley A. Moon Lemay, CPITW

‘ Tel : 401-725-0070
: o Fax:401-726-2620
: Blals P.O. Box 158, One Walker Street

INSURANCE Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865

%N Hope Artiste Village
1005 Main Street, Unit 1204
LAW..

Keith E. Fayan, Esq.

| Pawtucket, RI-02860
T:401-475-2755 F: 401-223-6387
kef@fayanlaw.com

Admitted in Mass & Rl

www.fayanlaw.com

A Brilliant Choice!

Diamond Carl J. Sahady

President
Narragansett Shopping Plaza
(Next to Stop & Shop)

Cleaners Pawtuckett, Rhode Island

Park Printers, Inc
Service-Quality-Affordability

Full service Printing since 1976
496 Power Road, Pawtucket, RI
401-728-8650

TRIE SRFORBARLE
: FRLURIBER & S0
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“NO JOB TOO SMALL"

Elfe X lernclors

“CUSTOMIZE YOUR DREAMS”
SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM MADE JEWELRY & ON-SITE
JEWELRY AND WATCH REPAIR WHILE YOU WAIT
CASH 4 *GOLD/SILVER/ DIAMONDS/PLATINUM*
SAMI KARRAZ, PRESIDENT - 508-643-3543
ELIEJEWELERS@COMCAST.NET
999 SOUTH WASHINGTON ST., N. ATTLEBORO, MA 02760
(EMERALD SQUARE MALL LOCATED ON THE FIRST FLOOR)

Feel Better Live Better
eel ette ve bette Lincoln: 401.475.6599

Cranston: 401.533.9616
N. Smithfield: 401.597.5840

\ .
ELITE Warwick: 401.737.4581
PrivsiCaL THERADY E. Greenwwh: 401.398.7988
L - Providence: 401.276.0800
Coventry: 401.615.3140

YouR HEALTH. YOUR CHOICE.

Lincoln: 401.475.6599

PATRICIA MELKOUN VP of Administration
www.elitephysicaltherapy.com
pmelkoun@elitephysicaltherapy.com

Ve Offshore Seafood

‘Quality at its best’
Fresh Frozen

Bob Marcoux 401-737-3763

Northeast |

INVESTMENT GROUP

Jeffrey M. Boudjouk
Managing Partner - Wealth Advisor
jeff@northeastinvestmentgroup.com

Phone: 401-213-8315 - Toll Free: 855-232-6748 « eFax: 401-329-0039
1000 Chapel View Blvd., Suite 200 - Cranston, RI 02920
www.northeastinvestmentgroup.com

el WL w Thinking About Selling?
ez KELLERWILLIAMS %%/ Contact Justin for a Complimentary Home Valuation

Justin Dower

Listing Specialist & Realtor®
Licensed in RI, MA & NY

@ (631) 466-1399

Find me: Justin.SpectrumREC.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated  Equal Housing Opportunity




