
 

 

St. Basil the Great 

Melkite Greek Catholic Church 

St 

 

December 11, 2022 

Address  

15 Skyview Drive 

Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865  

Tel (401) 722-1345  

Parish Website 

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

Facebook   

https://www.facebook.com/

StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek 

CatholicChurchRI/ 

YouTube  

https://bit.ly/3gkI2Uk 

Email 

office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

 

Office hours  

Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm  

Divine Liturgies  

Sunday Divine Liturgy 

9:00 AM - 11:15 AM 

 

Pastoral Emergencies  

and anointing of the sick   

(401)722-1345  

Holy Mysteries 

 

Reconciliation 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will 
be available before the Divine 

Liturgy or by appointment 

 

Baptism 

Please arrange with the pastor 

 

Marriage 

A notice of at least 6 months should 
be given to the pastor, before the 
proposed wedding date to arrange 

for the required interview and 
instructions 
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ANTIPHONS PRAYER:  
O Lord our God, save Your people and bless Your inheritance, 
safeguard the fullness of Your Church in peace, sanctify those 
who love the beauty of Your house; in return, raise them to 
glory by Your divine power and do not forsake us who put 
our hope in You. 
 
Troparion of the resurrection (2nd tone) 
When you descended to death, O Immortal Life, You 
destroyed Hades by the splendor of your Divinity, and when 
you raised the dead from under the ground, all the Powers of 
heaven cried out: O Christ our God, the giver of life, glory to 
you. 
 
Troparion of the Forefathers, (2nd Tone)  
Through faith, You have justified Your Ancestors, O Christ our 
God, and through them You have espoused in advance the 
Church set apart from the Gentiles.  The saints rejoice in 
glory because, from the seed of these Ancestors, has come 
forth the glorious fruit, who gave You birth without seed.  
Through their intercession, O Christ God, save our souls. 
 
Troparion of St Basil  
Your voice has sounded all over the earth, that accepted your 
preaching. You gave a divine explanation of doctrine, and 
made clear the nature of creatures, and set a rule of life for 
men. Holy Father, and Kingly Priest, intercede with Christ 
God to grant us great mercy. 

      Sunday of the Forefathers     أحك رميكرد ربلكيي 

http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gSoG7RG4sA-lGDWDfFIE4hFNeub9DgACqHVjFC25_XLZYIOxnKWCfvSk
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3gkI2Uk%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3A4ZovTontTErgD-KhDBkZAqs9QkFTlT-dWmDF16jJlbbjf1K3HeSg2ag&h=AT0l5abQIbAo_FiI6C90Jrc-zoSOPpjSiOu0Xz8dZmmbbOqnLKYOfBoKDMOrOVpIBM-PJOxEe5s7WvS5OeAhdguFWCFUmiLlnGaUn1xuJHbaD74fN0-3Hd3dRV
mailto:office@stbasilthegreat@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Our church organizations: 

 

MAYA: Organization of 

Melkite Catholics ages 18 – 26 

(and at least 1 year out of high 

school) under patronage of our 

bishop, the Most Reverend 

Nicholas Samra.   

https://melkite.org/maya  

 

MYO: Provides a common 

forum for all the young people 

of St. Basil's Church, and that 

the Organization initiate, 

coordinate, and direct 

religious, social, educational, 

and humanitarian programs 

designed to promote the 

involvement of its membership 

in the Christian Faith and the 

Melkite tradition.  

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html 

 

NAMW: Promotes and 

supports vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life in 

the United States.   

https://melkite.org/namw  
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Kondakion of the Preparation of the Nativity of our Lord 
Today the Virgin is on her way to the cave where she will give 
birth in a manner beyond understanding to the Word who is, in 
all eternity.  Rejoice, therefore, universe, when you hear it 
heralded: with the angles and the shepherds, glorify Him who 
chose to be seen as a new-born Babe, while remaining God in 
all eternity. 
 
Epistle:  Sunday of the Forefathers, Colossians 3: 4-11 
PROKIMENON  
Blessed are You, O Lord, God of our fathers, and Your name is 
worthy praise and glorious forever. 
Stichon:  For You are just in all You have done to us, and all 
Your works are true and Your ways right. 
 
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians 
Brethren, when Christ, our life, appears, then you too shall 
appear in glory.  Put to death whatever in your members is of 
the earth:  immorality, uncleanness, lust, evil desire, 
covetousness, which is a form of idol-worship.  Because of 
these passions, God’s wrath comes upon the sons of 
disobedience and you yourselves once walked in them when 
they were your (way of) life.  But now, you too put them all 
away; anger, wrath, malice, abusive language and foul-
mouthed utterances.  Do not lie to one another.  Strip off the 
old man with his deeds and put on the new, one that is being 
renewed toward perfect knowledge according to his creator’s 
image (Cf. Gn. 1:26).  Here there is no Gentile and Jew, no 
circumcised and uncircumcised, no Barbarian and Scythian, no 
slave and freeman, but Christ is all things, and in all. 
Alleluia (Tone 4) Ps. 98:6, 33:18 
Moses and Aaron were among His priests, and Samuel among 
those who called upon His name. 
Stichon:   The just cried out, and the Lord heard them, and He 
delivered them from all their trials. 
 
Gospel: Sunday of Forefathers  
(11th of Holy Cross) Luke 14: 16-24  
The Lord told this parable, “A certain man gave a great supper, 
and he invited many.  And he sent his servant at supper time to 
tell those invited to come, for everything is now ready.  And 
they all with one accord began to excuse themselves.  The first 
said to him, ‘I have bought a farm, and I must go out and see it; 
I pray you hold me excused.’  And another said, ‘I have bought 
five yokes of oxen, and I am on my way to try them; I pray you 
hold me excused.’  And another said, ‘I have married a wife, 
and therefore I cannot come.’  And the servant returned, and 
reported these things to his master.  Then the master of the 
house became angry and said to his servant.  ‘Go out quickly 
into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the 
poor, and the crippled, and the lame, and the blind.’  And the 
servant said, ‘Sir, your order has been carried out, and still 
there is room.’  Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out 
into the highways and hedges, and make them come in, so that 
my house may be filled.  For I tell you that none of those who 
were invited shall taste of my supper.'  For many are called but 
few are chosen.” 

https://melkite.org/maya
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
https://melkite.org/namw


 

Prayer for the dead 

O God of all spirits and of all 
flesh, who have destroyed 
death, overcome the devil, and 
given life to the world: grant, O 
Lord to the souls of your 
servants, who have departed 
from this life, that they may rest 
in a place of light, in a place of 
happiness, in a place of peace, 
where there is no pain, no grief, 
no sighing. And since You are 
gracious God and Lover of 
mankind, forgive them every sin 
they have committed by 
thought, or word, or deed, for 
there is not a man who lives 
and does not sin: You alone are 
without sin, your righteousness 
is everlasting, and your word is 
true.  
For You are the Resurrection 
and the Life, and the Repose of 
your departed servants, O 
Christ our God, and we render 
glory to You, together with your 
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving 
Spirit, now and always and 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2022: SUNDAY OF THE FOREFATHERS. 
 
9:00 a.m. DIVINE LITURGY: 
 
+    REV. ARCHDEACON GEORGE YANY (2nd Anniv.) by his wife Violet & Family & ANGELA (YANY) MAZZONE  
      (2nd Anniv.)  by the Family.                                                                                                                                                                     
+    LILY & GABRIEL NASSANEY & ALBERT NAHABIT by the Family. 
+    MICHAEL MARDO (37th Anniv.) by wife Alberta & Family. 
+    WALTER J. LEMAY (7th Anniv.) by his wife, Shirley. 
+    DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE FAYAN FAMILY by the Family. 
+    JOSEPH R., THECLA, & JOSEPH E. MARDO by Barbara Mardo. 
+    MARIE SAURIOL by Deacon & Mrs.Edmond B. Raheb. 
+    CHARLES & RENE DEMTY by Mr. Charles Demty. 
+    JOSEPH & CHRISTINE DEMTY by Mr. Charles Demty.                                                         
+    SIPPIE DEMTY by Mr. Charles Demty. 
+    SAM & BERNADETTE DEMTY by Mr. Charles Demty. 
+    OLGA & GEORGE ASERMELY by Mr. Charles Demty. 
+    SADIE & LOUIS JARJOURA by Mr. Charles Demty. 
+    MARY & JERRY KOUSSA by Mr. Charles Demty. 
+    ANTOINETTE & VINCENT KEOUGH by Mr. Charles Demty.       
 
11:15 DIVINE LITURGY: 
 
+     CHARLES “PETE” MARCOTTE by M/M Michael & Lina Raheb. 
+     HUSNI & LINDA HADDAD (Anniv.) by daughter Yola Haddad, Neil Karraz & Family. 
+     MARIE CLAIRE CHOUHA (2nd Anniv.) by Samir & Dolly Chouha. 
+     JEANNETTE AYOUB DAIKH (Aleppo, Syria) by Laila Raheb. 
+     RAYMOND & VIOLETTE SAGGAL by Nabil & Gloria Baalbaki & Family. 
+     GEORGE A, & GEORGETTE A. SAGGAL by Nabil & Gloria Baalbaki & Family. 
+     FRANCIS & GEORGETTE S. SAGGAL by Nabil & Gloria Baalbaki & Family. 
+     ABOUD A., JAMILA A., & ELIAS A. SAGGAL by Nabil & Gloria Baalbaki & Family. 
+     MICHAEL GEORGE BOUDJOUK (NJ) by M/M Albert & Lina Kishfy. 

Divine L i turgy Intent ions  



 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Ask and you shall 

receive, seek and you 

shall find, knock and it 

shall be opened," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos, Your Most 

Holy Mother, I knock, I 

seek, I ask that my prayer 

be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"All that you ask of the 

Father in My Name, He 

will grant you," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos Your Most 

Holy Mother, I humbly 

and urgently ask your 

Father in your name that 

my prayer will be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Heaven and earth shall 

pass away but My word 

shall not pass away," 

through the intercession 

of the Theotokos Your 

Most Holy Mother, I feel 

confident that my prayer 

will be granted.  

 
SACRIFICIAL GIVING:  December 4, 2022:  Budgets: $1,844.00:  Envelopes: $1,750.00, Loose: $94.00; Candles: 
$112:00; Stole Offerings: $350.00; Building Fund: $745.00 Addi’t Fuel: $15.00;  Relig. Ed:  $212.00:  Addit’l 
Melkite Support: $20.00.                                                                                                        
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Before making any ENGAGEMENT/BAPTISM/MARRIAGE RECEPTION PLANS, please contact the 
Church in advance.  We would rather not have you disappointed if you’ve already made commitments without 
checking our schedule first. 
 
GENERAL HOME VISITATIONS, SICK CALLS, HOSPITAL VISITS:  Father Ephrem has been fully vaccinated and is 
now available for these parish services. Just email him at office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com and leave him your 
message. PLEASE! NO GRATUITIES!   A cup of coffee or tea is just fine. He looks forward to in-person contact 
 
TODAY, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2022, there will be a special collection taken up for your FUEL OFFERINGS.   
Help defray the cost of heating the church and rectory as prices escalate rapidly. We must remember that utili-
ties are more than doubled in our new complex.  Your generosity would be greatly appreciated. 
 
The CHRISTMAS FAST for the Melkite Church began Saturday, December 10, 2022. (The time of this Fast previ-
ously was begun on November 15th). Let the Holy Spirit lead you in personal preparation for this Holy Season. 
     
 
The MYO will be making blankets and donating them to AMOS HOUSE this year.  We will be seeking monetary 
or fabric donations for this worthy cause.  
 
If you would like to donate, kindly see any MYO member or contact:  Joe Massud at 1-508-802-7585 or Christine 
Barrett at 1-401-265-0386. Thank you in advance for your assistance.  Much appreciated! 
 
ENVELOPE USERS: It would be helpful to us if you could please check off the amount on the outside of the budg-
et envelope. This will allow for more efficiency and accuracy in the recording of your budgets. Thank you kindly! 
 
Also, it has been observed that some people have forgotten to fill their budget envelopes with their offering 
(some sealed, others unsealed), and it is awkward to put us in this kind of position. We humbly ask you to be 
more careful in this regard. 
 
ST. BASIL’S PARISH ADVISORY COUNCIL will hold an open Parish Meeting this Wednesday, December 14, 2022 
at 6:30 p.m. You will be kept abreast of all the activities and operations of the Church.  This is the opportune 
time if you wish to raise any needs, thoughts, concerns, questions, misunderstandings, suggestions, etc.  Let us 
remain the united and caring community that we are!  Everyone is welcomed! 
 
ADVENT SEASON:  Behold, the time of our salvation draws near: let the cave be ready, for the Virgin is about to 
give birth; and you, Bethlehem of Juda, rejoice and be glad, for the Lord will soon shine forth from your midst. 
Listen all of you, mountains and hills, and country of Juda: Christ is coming to save men, his creatures, for He is 
the Lover of Mankind. 
 
 
REFLECTION: “It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without accepting it.”   

 Aristotle, Metaphysics 

mailto:office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com


 Following Jesus Kids bulletin 

 



As I meditate on the Parable of the Great Banquet I am impressed 
with a number of themes: 
 

1. Rejection and Insult 
We feel badly when we are rejected, but what about the Father? 
Think of his grief and broken heart. Think of his anger and mercy. I 
recall the verses at the beginning of John's Gospel that express 
this: 

"He came to that which was his own, but his own did not 
receive him. 
Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God --children born not 
of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, 
but born of God." (John 1:11-13) 

Jesus told us, 
"If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If 
you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it 
is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out 
of the world. That is why the world hates you. Remember the 
words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than his master.' 
If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they 
obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. They will treat 
you this way because of my name, for they do not know the 
One who sent me." (John 15:18-21) 

This parable is a bittersweet reminder of rejection, but also of 
mercy. 
 

2. Mercy and grace 
The second theme I see is one of grace and mercy. Those who are 
not worthy to come to the host's table -- the poor, lame, crippled, 
blind -- are now invited. That is you and that is me. We are 
unworthy to eat at our Host's table, but we have been invited and 
cleansed. How true it is: "Blessed is the man who will eat at the 
feast in the kingdom of God" (14:15b). 
As I read the servant's invitation, "Come, for everything is now 
ready," my mind begins singing the gospel hymn by Charlotte G. 
Homer and W.A. Ogden: 

"All things are ready," come to the feast! Come, for the table 
now is spread; 
Ye famishing, ye weary, come and thou shalt be richly fed. 
Hear the invitation, come, 'whosoever will.' 
Praise God for full salvation for 'whosoever will.' 

This is God's mercy, pure and simple. 
 

3. Evangelism 
A third, and closely related theme is evangelism. The poor, lame, 
crippled, and blind are now sought out. They are not just invited, 
but they are sought out and urged, compelled, to accept the 
invitation. The poor and oppressed among the Jewish people are in 
view, but also the Gentiles. We are the servants, and bring a 
marvelous message of invitation and acceptance and forgiveness. 
We must take our role seriously and urge the invitation wherever 
we are. This is not a take-it-or-leave-it task. It is a mission, the 
mission of the Host, and we must fulfill it. 
 
 

4. Judgment 
But those who reject the invitation -- for whatever reason -- will 
not taste of the Master's banquet. We bear good news, but with 
humility and sadness, realizing that contained within the very 
message are the seeds of judgment. However, it's not like we are 
damning people by telling them the Good News. Actually, the Good 
News is their only hope -- they are already under God's judgment 
for their sins. It's only that deliberately rejecting the invitation 
invites greater judgment, and that saddens us. 
 

5. Lame Excuses 
I am sorry to say that, in the lame excuses of the original guests, I 
hear some of my own shallow excuses for not doing God's will. We 
may be able to convince ourselves that what we are doing is noble, 
but I am afraid that way too often our excuses are an insult to 
God. He is the Host and he is the Master of the house. It is God's 
mercy that we are not consumed! 
 

6. God's Plan 
The final theme that I see here is one of God's plan. The host has 
prepared food for a large number of guests, and he won't be 
satisfied until his house is completely full. 

"The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance." (2 
Peter 3:9) 

I get the feeling -- though this is not inherent in the parable before 
us -- that as soon as the last place is taken at the banquet, the 
door will be shut and the feast will begin. The Father is lingering, 
waiting for each and every seat to be taken, and the End will not 
come until that has occurred. We catch a hint of this in Second 
Peter: 

"Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of 
people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 
as you look forward to the day of God and speed its 
coming." (2 Peter 3:11-12) 

I believe we can "speed" the coming of the Day of the Lord by 
evangelism. "And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in 
the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will 
come" (Matthew 24:14). 
As we do throughout the Bible. we see the themes of free will and 
predestination intertwined -- God's established purpose, our 
obedience to serve him, and the acceptance of the invitation by 
those we speak to. How it all fits together God only knows. 
This parable is shocking socially. It is also sobering and urgent. 
May God use it to urge you to thankfulness and obedience, too. 
 

Prayer 
Father, in this parable I sense your hurt and your urgency. Please 
help me to share your heart. Your sorrow, you love for the poor, 
and the urgency of your invitation. Shake complacency out of me. 
Help me to be a worthy and obedient bearer of your invitation. In 
Jesus' name, I pray. Amen. 

Excuses.. Excuses 



وهوو يوأ وب قوبو  ”  بأحد الأجداد ” هذا الأحد هو الأحد الحادي عشر من لوقا ويعُرف أيضاً 
ميلاد ربنا ومخلصنا يسوع المسيح بالجسد وفيه نقُيم  ذكار جميع الآباء الأبرار مون الوعو ود 
القديم، من ابراهيم مروراً بجميع الأبرار وأنبياء الع د القديم الذين حضَّروا و نبأوا بمجوبء 

 المسيح ) المسياّ ( المخلِّّص.

مو و  ” ( وهوب عون مو يو  يوُعورف   41  -41:  41القراءة الإنجيلية من لوقا الإصحاح ) 
” وهذا الم   قاله يسوع بينما كان مدعواً إلى ” العشاء العظيم”أو م  ” المدعوين إلى العشاء

يرُاقبونه ”  ( وكان الفريسيون 4:  41” )  بيت أحد رؤساء الفريسيين فب السبت ليأك  خبزاً 
الوجولووي فوب أو  “ لقد ألقى يسوع هذا الم   فب بيت الوفوريسوب بوعود أن حوذرّهوم مون “.  

إذا صنعت غذاء أو عشواء فولا ”  م أعطاهم  عليماً عن الح  والعطاء قائلاً ل م: ” الم كآت
 دعُ أصدقائك ولا إخو ك لئلا يدعوك هم أيضاً ف كون لك مكافأة، ب  ادعُ المساكين والجدع 

 (.41: 41” )والعرج والعميان

فوب ”.  طوبى لمن يأك  خبزاً فب مولوكووت ه”  يأ ب هذا الم   رداً على قو  أحد الم كئين: 
يوبودو أن هوذا الورجو  كوان ”   عليقه على هذا القو  يقو  القديي غريغوريوي اللاهو وب: 

جسدياً ومُس معاً غير مبالب للأمور ال ب سلَّم ا المسيح، ولم ي مكون مون فو وم موا  وكولوم بوه 
 ”.المسيح بشك  صحيح، لقد ظنّ أن المكافأة للقديسين هب مكافأة جسدية وليست روحية

إنسانٌ صنع عشاءً عظيماً ودعى ك يرين فأرس  عبود  فوب سواعوة ”  يبدأ الم   بقو  الرّ : 
يرى بعض الآباء الوقوديسوون ) كويورلولوي الإسوكونودري( فوب هوذا ”.  العشاء يقو  للمدعوين

الذي أرس  ابنه الوحيود، الورّ  يسووع الوموسويوح، والوذي ”  الآ  ”  الإنسان صورة عن ه 
: 44فيولوبوب ” )  صائراً فب شبه الناي عبد   أخلى نفسه آخذاً صورة”  بحس  الرسو  بولي 

( إذ يوجوعو  مون 41  -4:  42(.  بدوالصورة أوضح فب هذا الم   بحس  الإنجيلب م ى )7
لِّكاً صنع عُرساً لإبنه ” هذا الإنسان  (. لقد أرس  ه ابونوه الووحويود لويودعوو 4:  42)م ى ”  مي

 شعبه إلى الخلاص.

 عالوا فإن ك  شبء قود ”  هذا الإنسان النبي  قد جّ ز العشاء وأرس  عبد  ليقو  للمدعوين: 
د ك  شبء جاهز ولا ينقص إلا حضوركم. قد ي وقع الإنسان أنوه مون الصوعو  رفوض ”  اعُِّّ

لقد “. طيفِّقي كلّ م واحداً فواحد يس عفون ” م   هكذا دعوة ولكن الأمر الغري  أن المدعوين 
اع ذر الجميع عن الحضور م عللين بأسبا  وحجج مخ لفة، لكن ا من حيث جووهورهوا هوب 

لم يس طيعوا المجبء وذلوك لأن الوذهون الوبوشوري ”  واحدة، يقو  القديي باسيليوي الكبير: 
 ”.عندما يكون منشغلاً بالإه مامات العالمية يصُبح ضعيفاً فب الإه مام فب الأمور ال ب لله

لقد اخ صر الرّ  يسوع هذ  الإه مامات البشرية بما يلب: الأو ، اشو ورى حوقولاً، والو وانوب 
ب ا، أما الأخير فويوقوو  أنوه  وزوج مون امورأة وهوو لا  لديه خمسة أزواج بقر يرُيد أن يجرِّّ
ص فوب جووهورهوا كوافوة الأعوذار والإهو ومواموات  يس طيع أن يأ ب. هذ  النماذج ال لا ة  لُخِّّ

 البشرية.

يفُسر القديي غريغوريوي اللاهو ب هذ  الإه مامات بوالونوحوو الو والوب: أولاً،الوذي اشو ورى 
الحق  هو الإنسان الذي لديه هوى الإق ناء، لقد كان الفريسيون والك بة م علقين بحقول م، أي 

 مم لكا  م الدنيوية، لم يكن لدي م لا الوقت ولا الرغبة فب ال فكير فب نفوس م وخلاص ا.

أما ال انب الذي اش رى خمسة أزواج من البقر، ف ب  شُيور إلوى حوواي الإنسوان الوخوموسوة 
من لوقا(.  13)العظة ”. بالنير كون ا مزدوجة فب كلا الجنسين“وال ب بحق يج  أن  سُمى 

هذ  الحواي هب عطية م مة من لله وهب  عطينا إمكانية أن ن واص  مع العالوم الوخوارجوب 
 ولكن هذ  الحواي عندما  خضع للش وة  حيد عن هدف ا الطبيعب و صُبح خادمة للشرير.

أما ال الث الذي قد  زوج، فمن الواضح أن ال دف ليي إهانة الزواج والذي هو سرّ مُوقودّي 
هووو إشووبوواع الشوو وووات “ موون الووزوجووة هوونووا   ولووكوون موواذا الووذي يووجوو  أن يووفوو ووم

 )غريغوريوي اللاهو ب(.” الجسدية

لا  حُبوّا الوعوالوم ولا الأشويواء الو وب فوب ”  يك   القديي يوحنا الإنجيلب فب رسال ه الأولى: 
لويوي مون الآ  بو   ش وة الجسد وش وة العين و عظّم المعيشة العالم، لأن ك  ما فب العالم

يمكن أن نرى هنا الرابط بين اه مامات المدعويون وهوذ  الأنوواع الو ولاث مون ”.  من العالم
الش وات ال ب يذكرها الإنجيلب يوحنا. فالأو  يم   ش وة  عظّم المعيشوة، أي حوّ  اقو ونواء 
المم لكات الدنيوية أما ال انب فيم   ش وة العين، عندما  نحرف الحواي عن هدف ا الأصلب 

 وال الث يم   ش وة الجسد وإشباع رغبا  ا.

ً إلوى شووارع ”  عندما رفض المدعوون هذ  الدعوة، أرس  السيدّ عبد  قائلاً:  اخرج سريوعوا
لقد سبق الرّ  يسوع ”. المدينة وأزقَّ ِّ ا وأدخ  المساكين والجدع والعميان والعرج إلى ه نا

لقد اخ ار ”. ” وأعلن للم كأين معه قائلاً: إذا صنعتي ضيافةً فادُع المساكين والجدع والعميان
(. 42  -47:  4كور  4” )ه جّ ا  العالم ليخزي الحكماء واخ ار الضعفاء ليخزي الأقوياء

لقد رفض المدعوون من نخبة الشع  ومن الفريسيين، والك بة العارفين بالوكو و  الوموقودسوة 
ورؤساء الك نة دعوة الرّ  يسوع فأصبحت الدعوة موج ة إلى العشارين والزناة والخطأة، 

كو ويورون ”  ( وأيضاً  14:  44)م ى ” إذ ان العشارين والزوانب يسبقونكم إلى ملكوت ه “ 
( وبرغم ذلك عاد العبد ليقو  لسيدّ : 13 -41م ى “)أولون يكونون آخرين وآخرون أولين 

اخرج إلى الطرق والأسيجة “فقا  السيدّ للعبد: “. قد قضب ما أمرت به ويبقى أيضاً محّ  ” 
 ”.واضطرهم للدخو  ح ى يم لىء البيت

” الذين فب الطرق والأسيوجوة ”  لقد سك  ه رحم ه أيضاً على الو نيين وهذا ما يشير إليه 
الطريق يشير هنا إلى طريق حياة الأمم الو نية الذي ضلوّا عن طريق ال عليم القويم وقادهم 
ذلك إلى  عاليم خاطئة. أما الأسيجة ف شير هنا إلى حياة الخطيئة ال ب كانوا يعويوشوونو وا لأن 

 )القديي باسيليوي الكبير(.” الذي يفصلنا عن ه  الخطيئة بم ابة السياج أوالحائط

بالطبع لا يحم  الوطولو  هونوا ”  اضطرهم إلى الدخو  ح ى يم لىء بي ب”  يقو  السيدّ للعبد: 
معنى الإجبار بالإكرا ، ولكنه يحم  معنى الإصرار والعزم ال ابت للسيدّ بإكما  الدعوة إلى 
العشاء وإن رفض المدعوين الدعوة فإن هذا لا ي نب عزيمة السيدّ من أن يرُس  دعو ه إلى 

هانذا واقف على البا  وأقورع، ”  آخرين، لمن هم من الخارج. يقو  السيدّ فب سفر الرؤيا: 
 (.43: 1إن سمع أحد وف ح البا  أدخ  إليه وأ عشى معه وهو معب )رؤيا 

ً موخو ولوفوة  إن الرّ  الإله منذ الع د القديم ومروراً بالع د الجديد إلى يومنا هذا يس خدم طُرُقا
يرُيد الجميع أن يخلصووا وإلوى ”  ووسائ  م عددة من أج  دعوة البشرية إلى الخلاص لأنه 

 (.1: 4 يمو اوي ” ) معرفة الحق أن يقُبلوا

هوب آيوة ”  ولأن المدعوين ك يرون والمخ اريون قولويولوون”  إن الآية الأخيرة فب إنجي  اليوم 
( وقد أضُيفوت إلوى الوموقوطوع 41:  44مُضافة إلى المقطع الإنجيلب وهب مأخوذة من) م ى 

 الإنجيلب ح ى يك م  معنى النص.

لقد رأت الكنيسة المقدسة فب مي ي  هذا العشاء صورة عن الوليمة السومواويوة الوموذكوورة فوب 
اك   طوبى للمدعوويون إلوى عشواء عوري ”  سفر الرؤيا، إذ يقو  الملاك للإنجيلب يوحنا: 

( هذ  الدعوة السماوية ليست إلا سرّ الأفخارس يا المقدسة، المشاركوة 1:  1رؤ ” )  الخروف
 فب جسد الرّ  الطاهر ودمه الكريمين.

نجد ل ا صدىً فب عظة القديي يوحونوا الوذهوبوب الوفوم فوب ”  وليمة الإيمان”  هذ  الدعوة إلى 
ادخلوا إذاً جميعكم إلى فورح ربوكوم، أيو وا الأولوون والأخويورون. ”  الفصح المقدي، يك  : 

أكرموا هذا الن ار، المائدة ملآنة ف نعموا جميعكم. العج  سومويون فولا يوخورج أحود جوائوعواً. 
 ” م عوا جميعكم بوليمة الإيمان

دة، الذي بوذ  حويوا وه عولوى الصولويو  مون أجو   لقد أرس  ه ابنه الوحيد، كلمة ه الم جسِّّ
ع ” خلاص العالم فكان هو  زِّّ ، والذي أعطانا جسد  الطاهر “المُقرِّّ  والمُقرَّ ، القاب  والمُوي

إن سوموعو وم صوو وه فولا  وقوس ووا ”  ودمه الكريمين الم راق من أج  حياة الوعوالوم، فوالويووم 
( ب  فلنبادرإلى الذي دعانا إلى هذ  الوليمة السماوية ح ى نصير 43:  1)عبرانيين ”  قلوبكم

 مشاركين الحياة الأبدية والملكوت . آميــن.

+  

 الوليمة السماوية  



 Liturgical Calendar 



  New Year – Theophany 

Divine Liturgy Schedule  

 

 

Saturday, December 24 – Eve of the Nativity of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ 

4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Festal Divine Liturgy. 

7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Festal Divine Liturgy with Youth Pageant. 

 

Sunday, December 25 – The Nativity of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ 

10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy  

 

Saturday, December 31 

 5:00 p.m. Vigil Divine Liturgy Feast of the Circumcision of Our Lord – St Basil’s Feast - New Years’ Day 

(at St. Elias’s Chapel) 

Sunday, January 1 

10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy (at St. Elias’s Chapel) 

 

Friday, January 6 – Feast of the Theophany 

6:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy and the Blessing of the Water. 

 

Sunday, January 8 – Solemnity of  the Theophany 

9:00 a.m. English Divine Liturgy and the Blessing of the Water. 

11:15 a.m. Arabic Divine Liturgy and the Blessing of the Water. 



 Weekly Divine Liturgy Schedule  Weekly Divine Liturgy Schedule 

 

 The Divine Liturgy Schedule 
 

Sunday Divine Liturgy  

• 9:00 am  

• 11:15 am 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available  

Tuesday to Friday before or after the Divine Liturgy.  



Announcements  





 

 

St. Basil the Great Melkite Greek Catholic Church 

  

Sunday, December 18  

after 11:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

St. Nicholas will be passing out the Christmas gifts to all the children 

Food and entertainment will be provided 

 







Byzantine Kids Magazine! 

Get a full yearly subscription: 12 monthly issues, delivered to your door, for only $10/issue!   
https://www.byzimom.com/product-page/byzikids-magazine-12-month-subscription 

 
The team at ByziKids Magazine strongly believes in the power of prayer!   

Proceeds from your subscription will be donated to the support of Eastern Christian monastic communities!   
For more information about the monasteries we help, see our mission statement on the ByziKids page of ByziMom.com!  

 

FREE Online Byzikids Magazine for December : https://tinyurl.com/yy98twuz 

https://www.byzimom.com/_files/ugd/2121a6_ff642fd62b644f578c1761eb58aad863.pdf?utm_campaign=9d00f94a-8d1a-40a2-941e-c8f082890960&utm_source=so&utm_medium=mail&cid=53cf5ccb-18ff-4e16-b54d-09638bd05c10


Announcements  



Advertisements 

 

New England Stone 

15 Branch Pike  

Smithfield, RI 02917 

(401) 232-2040  

Monuments . Benches . Paving Blocks 

772 Dexter Street., Central Falls, RI 

www.massudflooring.com 

 Carpets-Vinyl-Hardwood-Laminate-Ceramic Tile 

       “Come See The Massud Family Today” 

          (401) 724-6674 

James M. Procter 

Sales Manager 

NMLS# 23362 

Toll free :  844-500-5552X3501 

Direct :   401-589-1601 

Mobile :  401-744-1532 

E-Fax :   866-449-9855 

James.Procter@nationslending.com 

800 Oaklawn Ave. Suite C-201, Cranston, 

RI 02920 

Raheb Law 
 

Joseph Raheb, esq.       Alexander j. Raheb, esq. 

Samuel j. Raheb, esq.  Adrienne f. Raheb, esq. 

 

650 GEO. WASHINGTON HWY., #200 

LINCOLN, RHODE ISLAND 02865 
 

    phone 401-333-3377  fax 401-334-4152 

James A. Briden  
Attorney At Law 

Blais Cunningham & Crowe Chester, LLP 
P.o.Box 1325      150 Main street Pawtucket, RI 02862 
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