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St. Basil the Great
Melkite Greek Catholic Church
Address
15 Skyview Drive
Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865
Tel (401) 722-1345
Parish Website
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek
CatholicChurchRI/
YouTube
https://bit.ly/3gkI2Uk
Email
office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com
Office hours
Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Divine Liturgies
Tuesday through Friday at 9: 00 AM
Sunday
English 9:00 AM
Arabic 11:15 AM
Religious Education
Sunday 10:00 am—11:15 AM
Pastoral Emergencies
and anointing of the sick
(401)722-1345
Holy Mysteries
Reconciliation
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will
be available before the Divine
Liturgy or by appointment
Baptism
Please arrange with the pastor
Marriage
A notice of at least 6 months should
be given to the pastor, before the
proposed wedding date to arrange
for the required interview and
instructions

أحد المرأة الكنعانية

SUNDAY OF THE CANAANITE WOMAN

Troparion of the resurrection (3rd tone)
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad! For the Lord has
done a wondrous deed by his arm! He has crushed Death by his
death becoming the first to rise from the dead. He has
delivered us from the mouth of Hades and bestowed great
mercy upon the world.
Troparion of St Basil
Your voice has sounded all over the earth, that accepted your
preaching. You gave a divine explanation of doctrine, and made
clear the nature of creatures, and set a rule of life for men. Holy
Father, and Kingly Priest, intercede with Christ God to grant us
great mercy.
Kondakion of the Presentation of our Lord (Feb. 2nd) (1st
Tone)
O Christ our God who through your birth have sanctified the
virginal womb and have now blessed the arms of Simon, today
You have come to save us. O Lord, when wars prevail, keep
your people in peace and strengthen our Public Authorities in
every good deed, for You alone are the lover of Mankind.
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Epistle Hebrews 13:7-11 Epistle: for the Saints: Our Venerable Fathers among the Saints
ATHANASIUS and CYRIL, Archbishops of Alexandria
PIROKIMENON (Tone 4)
Blessed are you, O Lord, God of our fathers, and your name is
worthy of praise and glorious forever.
Stichon: For you are just in all you have done to us, and all your
works are true and your ways right.
READING from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews
Brethren, remember your superiors who spoke to you the word of
God. Consider how they ended their lives, and imitate their faith.
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes, and forever. Do
not be led away by various and strange doctrines. For it is good to
make the heart steadfast by grace, not by foods, in which those
who walked found no profit.

Our church organizations:
MAYA: Organization of
Melkite Catholics ages 18 – 26
(and at least 1 year out of high
school) under patronage of our
bishop, the Most Reverend
Nicholas Samra.
https://melkite.org/maya

We have an altar, from which they have no right to eat who serve
the tabernacle (Cf. Lv.16:17). For the bodies of those animals
whose blood is brought into the Holies by the high priest for sin,
are burned outside the camp. And so Jesus also, that he might
sanctify the people by his blood, suffered outside the gate.
Let us therefore go forth to him outside the camp, hearing his
reproach; for here we have no permanent city, hut we seek for the
city that is to come. Through him, therefore, let us offer up a
sacrifice of praise always to God, that is, fruit of lips praising his
name. And do not forget kindness and love, for by such sacrifices
God’s favor is obtained.

MYO: Provides a common
forum for all the young people
of St. Basil's Church, and that
the Organization initiate,
coordinate, and direct
religious, social, educational,
and humanitarian programs
designed to promote the
involvement of its membership
in the Christian Faith and the
Melkite tradition.
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co
m/myo.html

NAMW: Promotes and
supports vocations to the
priesthood and religious life in
the United States.
https://melkite.org/namw

ALLELUIA (Tone 4)
O God, our ears have heard, our fathers have declared to us the
deeds you did in their days, in the days of old.
Stichon: The just cried out, and the Lord heard them, and he
delivered them from all their trials.
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GOSPEL: MATTHEW 11:21-22 * (17th Sunday After Pentecost)
At that time, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And
behold, a Canaanite woman of that district came and called out,
"Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David! My daughter is tormented
by a demon." But he did not say a word in answer to her. His
disciples came and asked him, "Send her away, for she keeps
calling out after us." He said in reply, "I was sent only to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel." But the woman came and did him
homage, saying, "Lord, help me." He said in reply, "It is not right to
take the food of the children and throw it to the dogs." She said,
"Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from the
table of their masters.” Then Jesus said to her in reply, "O woman,
great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish." And her
daughter was healed from that hour.

Divine Liturgy Intentions
TODAY, JANUARY 30, 2022: SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. THE CANAANITE WOMAN. COMMEMORATION OF THE HOLY HIEROMARTYR HIPPOLYTUS OF ROME, AND OUR FATHERS AMONG THE SAINTS AND GREAT ECUMENICAL DOCTORS, BASIL THE GREAT, GREGORY
THE THEOLOGIAN AND JOHN CHRYSOSTOM.
9:00 a.m. DIVINE LITURGY:

Prayer for the dead

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

JOSEPH SHABOUK (Brooklyn, NY) by Maryjoan & Steve Walsh.
WAYNE LACY (2nd Anniv.) by his wife Helen & Family.
STEPHEN KANAKRY by George & Jeanne Harraka.
REV. ARCHDEACON GEORGE YANY & ANGELA MAZZONE by Michael L. Koussa, Jr.
FREDERICK KOUSSA by Ms. Sharon Kishfy Landry & Gregory.
MARGARET SABBAGH by Marie Boudjouk.
LILLIAN NASSANEY by Alice & Joe Azar.
VICTORIA PROCHNIAK by Najat Khoury.
MICHAEL MASSUD by Richard, Christine, Rebecca & Marissa Barrett.
JOSEPH & ANGELA KAYATA by Michael & Barbara O’Rourke & Family.
CHARLES & ANNE O’ROURKE by Michael & Barbara O’Rourke & Family.
LAYLA ANGELA CHARETTE by Uncle Michael, Auntie B., Greg & Katie.

11:11 a.m. DIVINE LITURGY:

O God of all spirits and of all
flesh, who have destroyed
death, overcome the devil, and
given life to the world: grant, O
Lord to the souls of your
servants, who have departed
from this life, that they may rest
in a place of light, in a place of
happiness, in a place of peace,
where there is no pain, no grief,
no sighing. And since You are
gracious God and Lover of
mankind, forgive them every sin
they have committed by
thought, or word, or deed, for
there is not a man who lives
and does not sin: You alone are
without sin, your righteousness
is everlasting, and your word is
true.
For You are the Resurrection
and the Life, and the Repose of
your departed servants, O
Christ our God, and we render
glory to You, together with your
Eternal Father and your Allholy, Good and Life-giving
Spirit, now and always and
forever and ever. Amen.

+
+
+
+
+
+
+

FLORENCE SARKAS SALOME by M/M Elias Deeb & Family.
GEORGETTE S. SAGGAL by Dr. Nabil & Nancy Toubia.
LOUIS P. KISHFY by Craig & Natalia Kishfy & Family.
GEORGETTE A. SAGGAL by Aboud & Mira Saggal.
JOSEPH WARD (Valencia, Venenzuela) by Mrs. Nadia Loze.
MARY TAHAN by Norman & Diane Kishfy.
YVONNE HAGGAR COLABELLA by George & Kristen Baalbaki & Family.

SACRIFICIAL GIVING: January 23, 2022: Budgets:( $2,172.00: Envelopes: $2,144.00, Loose: $28.00);
Stipends: $200.00; Candles: $172.00; Building Fund: $100.00..

TODAY, JANUARY 30th, there will be a special collection taken up for MELKITE DIOCESAN SUPPORT. Please
help subsidize our monthly payment for the operation of our Diocese and give generously.
Please be advised that the weekly bulletin has not been printed due to the COVID-19 guidelines and
restrictions, but presently, information is available online, church Facebook page and on YouTube.
GENERAL HOME VISITATIONS, SICK CALLS, HOSPITAL VISITS: Father Ephrem has been fully vaccinated and
is now available for these parish services. Just email him at office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com and leave him
your message. PLEASE! NO GRATUITIES! A cup of coffee or tea is just fine. He looks forward to in-person
contact.
Canon Law prohibits accepting stipends or offerings for Liturgies more than one year in advance (rolling
calendar) Canon 953. The time within which Liturgies must be celebrated (1 year) begins the day the
intention is received. (Canon 955 #2). Formerly under the jurisdiction of the local Latin Ordinaries before
the Exarchate was established under the leadership of the late Bishiop Justin Najmy of this Parish, all
Melkites have been subject to the latter since its erection in 1966. The Constitution of the Melkite Eparchy
which is now a sole Diocese since 1976 still acknowledges this definitive protocol. Our parishes follow local
discipline in the various customs e.g.every day clergy attire, stipends (Liturgy Offerings), etc. except in
Liturgy and Ritual. Our relationship with the local Latin Dioceses and Latin pastors must be permeated with
a spirit of love and friendship and cooperation.
PLEASE NOTE: Presently effective, the schedule of offerings in the parishes is now: Liturgies: $25.00;
Funerals: $300.00; Weddings: $300.00; Baptisms: $100.00.
Thus far, all Liturgy Offerings received from Funerals, which exceeded more than one year or even more,
have had the maximum and minimum celebrations. Surplus ones have been deposited in the Building Fund,
and placed on the altar and remembered collectively, similar to the customs of Spiritual Bouquets,
Perpetual Mass Enrollments & Memorial Cards, as in Chapels, Shrines, & Monasteries.
May the memories of our beloved deceased rest in peace & be eternal. Many thanks for your
understanding and undivided attention in regard to these canonical guidelines and restrictions.
CUMBERLAND/LINCOLN LIONS CLUB offers a general scholarship for a graduating senior from area high
schools who is a Cumberland or Lincoln resident. The scholarship is for $1,000 and the application deadline
is Tuesday, March 15. One of our parishioners, BAHJAT ALKOURY, was the recipient of the last scholarship.
Our deepest congratulations and best wishes to him on this award. May this year be an incentive for other
parishioners to apply.
Another Scholarship is given to a Cumberland or Lincoln resident studying in the medical field – doctor,
nurse, pharmacist, therapist, CNA, etc. Applicants should be college or university students already enrolled
in a related college program. The scholarship is for $1,000 and the deadline for the application is Friday,
April 15.
Applications for both scholarships are currently available to download at the Cumberland/Lincoln Lions
website, http://www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/cumberlandri. For more information , contact Mark Jackman,
president of the Cumberland/Lincoln Lions Club at markjackman117@gmail.com.

O Jesus, Who has said,
"Ask and you shall
receive, seek and you
shall find, knock and it
shall be opened," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos, Your Most
Holy Mother, I knock, I
seek, I ask that my prayer
be granted.
O Jesus, Who has said,
"All that you ask of the
Father in My Name, He
will grant you," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos Your Most
Holy Mother, I humbly
and urgently ask your
Father in your name that
my prayer will be granted.
O Jesus, Who has said,
"Heaven and earth shall
pass away but My word
shall not pass away,"
through the intercession
of the Theotokos Your
Most Holy Mother, I feel
confident that my prayer
will be granted.

FATHER DAN UPDATE: Dear loved ones, family and friends: Personally, I have much to be thankful for this
past year. Eight months after my cancer operation, there is no sign of a return of sarcoma. The hole left by
the removal of the tumor and calf muscle is almost closed. And I am now doing ministry here at our
Tewksbury residence and in local parishes. I have been able to accept more responsibilities within the
community, including driving my brothers to local appointments and solving computer and loud-speaker
problems. I have been giving monthly conferences and have been asked if I could start up again weekly talks
as I did before going to White Earth. Until the provincial gives me an assignment, I shall be serving here. I
may not know my future, but I do know God is with us. I love you all and keep you present in my prayers
morning and night. And, even if Covid keeps getting in the way of free travel, you are always with me. May
your Christmas not only be merry, but blessed, full of Christ Child’s graces, and the New Year under the
promised protection of our Blessed Mother. - Father Dan.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: All the faithful who have recently changed their address or who are planning to do
so, please remember to inform the church office at (401) 722-1345. Please also be sure to update new
telephone numbers because there is a cost that the Church has to absorb which adds up slowly but surely.

BLESS GOD WITH THE GIFTS WITH WHICH HE HAS BLESSED YOU! Those parishioners, who are not
worshipping here each week or do not support their Parish on a regular and consistent basis, are really
hurting their Parish physically, spiritually, socially, and financially.
PARISHIONERS who miss Sunday attendance at Liturgy for several weeks are missed and unfortunately hurt
themselves and the parish on many levels. Welcome Back to our parishioners who have been away. Your
parish hopes that you will remember your responsibilities.
2022 ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDARS are available – free for the taking – at the entrance of the Church. By
following the liturgical cycle of the church year and remembering the Saints each day, is an excellent way to
attach yourself more closely to the worshipping community, that is the church.
OUT OF RESPECT FOR THE HOUSE OF GOD, please remember to remove any chewing gum before entering
the church building. Also, please place your pagers and cell phones on silent.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU to those who voluntarily welcome visitors to our church by inviting them to the
Cultural Center and/or sitting with them during Coffee Hour or inviting them to visit again. You are good
apostles of & for our church! If God willing, our Parish grows, it will be because of these actions.
May we all remember to be thankful for everything that we have and be always ready to display that
gratitude honestly & fairly!
2021 BUDGET STATEMENT AVAILABLE: It is that time of year to start thinking about the preparation of
your 2021 Federal Income Tax Returns. Statements of your offerings to the Church for 2021 will only be
issued upon request. If you would like a statement, please contact Father Joe at the rectory at 401-7221345. To those who have been using envelopes, we extend our thanks and a reminder to please mark the
amount enclosed which facilitates the recording of your contributions and allows for more accuracy.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING AND COOPERATION IN THIS REGARD!!!
REFLECTION: Don’t keep doing what isn’t working to give you peace. Make a U-turn to God.

O Jesus, Who has said,
"Ask and you shall
receive, seek and you
shall find, knock and it
shall be opened," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos, Your Most
Holy Mother, I knock, I
seek, I ask that my prayer
be granted.
O Jesus, Who has said,
"All that you ask of the
Father in My Name, He
will grant you," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos Your Most
Holy Mother, I humbly
and urgently ask your
Father in your name that
my prayer will be granted.
O Jesus, Who has said,
"Heaven and earth shall
pass away but My word
shall not pass away,"
through the intercession
of the Theotokos Your
Most Holy Mother, I feel
confident that my prayer
will be granted.
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Persistence in Prayer!

In this life, we face hardships that can weaken our faith. In those times, it seems that our prayers are unanswered and do not appear to go beyond
the roof. It feels like, despite our fervent prayer, everything is getting worse rather than being better. Defeat is staring us right on the face. When
we are confronted with insurmountable problems, what should be our attitude? How should we respond to the fiery darts of the devil? And more
importantly, do we have the faith to trust God with all our hearts that His purpose will be fulfilled in our lives?
While many disheartening situations can send our face down on the ground during our journey, we can always go to the Scripture and let God talk
to us.
When we look at the request of the woman, one cannot argue that her request is benevolent and for the good of her daughter. There is no doubt
that Jesus will surely answer her request immediately, right? But what was the response of Jesus Christ? “He answered her not a word”.
This can be the most shattering response that the Canaanite woman did not expect from our Savior. She approached Jesus with all the hopes and
faith that Jesus will respond to her problem in the most favorable way, especially her request is not selfish.
To add to the dilemma, Christ’s disciples “came and urged Him, saying, ‘send her away, for she cries after us’” (Matt. 15:23). But Jesus
knows EXACTLY what He was doing. He want to try the faith of the Canaanite woman that the “genuineness of [her] faith, being much more
precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (I Pet. 1:7).
In effect, Jesus also wants to teach His disciples a very vital lesson that they should learn from this incident.
When the disciples urge Christ to send her away, Jesus said to the woman, “I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel”. This is
another statement that could have broken the woman’s faith in pieces. The woman, at this point, should have stopped and turn away from Jesus
Christ. She could have plagued herself with hundred of questions of doubt.
Is this the Christ whom everyone was talking about?
The Christ who healed many people?
The same Christ who had the compassion to the poor and have mercy on the whole world?
The Christ who can bring a person back to life? Why not heal my suffering daughter?
Why stop healing now? Is my request too hard or too small for Him to answer?
Hope and despair
Surely, the woman should have left in despair and disappointment. But we can read her reply, “Lord, help me!” By reading this statement, I can feel
how badly the woman needed the healing. She is really fervent in her prayer. She “came and worshiped Him” is a reinforcement of her faith to
Jesus Christ. Just in case, her first statement to Jesus does not suffice or maybe she asked amiss, she repeated her request with more zeal, urgency,
and fervency.
From faith comes humility
In most cases, those people who want to follow Jesus need to be humbled first. Instead of resenting the Statement of Jesus, instead of actually
being aroused in anger, the Canaanite woman did not retaliate and tried to argue with Jesus.
After Christ’s statement, she could have said, “I am not a dog! I am a woman who has a child who needs help. If you are going to demean my
personality, then you really are not a man of good reputation. I do not need your help anymore.”
But NO, thanks to her undying and unshakable faith, she was able to answer, “Truth, Lord” . She does not want to argue, but she accepts this
statement. Her answer is a sign of her humility. She continues, “… yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their master’s table.”
She is so humble that she recognizes her state of being nothing and do not deserve anything that even a small crumb of bread will she receive with
all gladness! There is no doubt in her mind that Jesus is able and more than willing to save her suffering daughter from Satan’s minion.
I sincerely hope that all of us will have a living legacy of faith. Though our prayers may not be answered immediately and there are more trials
that will beset us, remember the story of the Canaanite woman and how she overcame temptation and trial in her life. Know that every time
we pray for something, the answer is ALREADY ON ITS WAY before we even asked God. We just need to trust God’s timetable and infinite
wisdom that he will answer us according to His will and purpose.
Truly, there is no other better way than remembering the statement mentioned in Hebrews 11:1; “But without faith it is impossible to please
Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that he is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”

Feast of the presentation of the Lord

This feast, celebrated on February 2, is known in the Orthodox
Church as The Presentation of Christ in the Temple. Another name
for the feast is The Meeting of our Lord. Roman Catholic and
Protestant Christians call the feast, The Purification of the Holy
Virgin. About 450 AD in Jerusalem, people began the custom of
holding lighted candles during the Divine Liturgy of this feast day.
Therefore, some churches in the West refer to this holy day as
Candlemas. The Feast of the Presentation concludes the
observances related to the Nativity of Christ, a period that opened
on November 15 with the beginning of the Nativity fast.

because my eyes have seen Your salvation which you have
prepared before the face of all peoples, a light to bring revelation
to the Gentiles, and the glory to your people Israel."
Also, in the Temple was Anna the Prophetess. She had been a
widow for many years. Anna was about eighty-four years old and
spent her time in the Temple worshiping, fasting, and praying.
When she saw the Christ Child she praised God and spoke of him to
all who were awaiting the Messiah.
After Jesus was presented in the Temple, the family returned to
Galilee to the town of Nazareth. The Bible tells us that Jesus grew
and became strong, and was filled with wisdom.

Biblical Story
The story of the Presentation is told in Luke 2:22-29. Mary and
Joseph were faithful Jews and observed their religious customs. An
important custom was for the couple to take their first-born son to
the Temple. The baby was taken to the Temple forty days after his
birth and was dedicated to God. In addition, if the parents were
wealthy, they were to bring a lamb and a young pigeon or a turtle
dove to be offered as a sacrifice at the Temple. The custom
provided that if the parents were poor, they were to offer two
pigeons or two turtle doves for the sacrifice.
Joseph and Mary were not wealthy, so they took two turtle doves
with them to offer as a sacrifice at the Temple.
When Jesus was forty days old, Mary and Joseph took Him to the
Temple in Jerusalem. They were not wealthy, so they took two
turtle doves with them to offer as a sacrifice at the Temple. As they
arrived at the Temple, Mary and Joseph were met by a very old
man named Simeon. He was a holy man and was noted as a very
intelligent scholar. Simeon spent much time studying about the
prophets of Israel. It was during his studies that he learned of the
coming of the Messiah. The Jewish people were waiting for the
Messiah to come and deliver Israel from their conquerors. From
that time on, Simeon spent his time praying for the Messiah to
come. He spent many years in prayer. Finally, while Simeon was
praying he heard the voice of God. God promised Simeon that he
would not die until he had seen the Messiah.

Icon of the Feast
The Holy Icon shows that the meeting takes place inside the
Temple and in front of the altar. The altar has a book or a scroll on
it and is covered by a canopy. The Theotokos stands to the left and
is holding out her hands in a gesture of offering. The one hand of
the Theotokos is covered by her cloak or as it is known, the
maphorion. She has just handed her Son to Simeon.
Christ is shown as a child, but He is not in swaddling clothes. He is
clothed in a small dress and his legs are bare. Jesus appears to be
giving a blessing. Simeon holds Jesus with both hands which are
covered. This shows the reverence Simeon had for the Messiah.
Simeon is bare headed and there is nothing to show that he is a
priest. Some biblical scholars say that Simeon was probably a priest
of the Temple or a Doctor of the Law.
Joseph is behind the Theotokos. He is carrying the two turtle doves
for the sacrifice. Anna the Prophetess is also standing behind the
Theotokos and is pointing to the Christ child.
The words Simeon spoke when he saw the Christ Child are known
as "St. Simeon's Prayer." This prayer is sung daily at the evening
Vespers services of the Orthodox Church.

In the Orthodox Church, both baby boys and baby girls are taken to
the Church on the fortieth day after their birth. This is done in
remembrance of the Theotokos and Joseph taking the infant Jesus
When Simeon saw Jesus, he took the baby in his arms and blessed to the Temple.
the Lord and said:
"Lord, now let Your servant go in peace according to Your promise,
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The Feast of Encounter
of our Lord and Saviour in the Temple
Will be celebrated
on Wednesday, February 2nd, 2022
at 9:00 am

We will begin the

Bible Study program

at St. Basil The Great Melkite Greek Catholic Church

On Wednesday, February 2
In person
From 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
On Thursday, February 3
Via Zoom Meeting
From 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm

We will meet in-person and online via Zoom meeting.
If you would like to join, please send an email to:
office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com

LITURGY OR MASS INTENTIONS

Divine Liturgy intentions can be scheduled for those who have died, and on the occasion of a birthday, wedding anniversary, for
healing for the conversion of sinners, for the grace to face the challenges in life, for the success in a new job, for those serving in the
church and country in different levels, for good weather, bountiful harvest, for world peace, in thanksgiving for the blessings
received, etc. You can find so many reasons to think about a Mass offering. We offer the Mass for a specific intention because we
believe in the immense spiritual value of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.
The custom of giving offering to have Liturgies said for specific intentions is a laudable one and should be maintained as much as
possible. Church teaching and Canon Law (nos. 942-958) provide important guidelines on how to preserve the dignity and
appreciation of this practice. Overall, it should be well noted that Liturgy offerings are never to be viewed as a means of parish
fundraising.
COMMEMORATIONS OF THE DEAD: The Apostolic Constitutions refer to the repetition of the Mass on the third, ninth and fortieth
days: "Let the third day be observed in remembrance of the dead with psalms, lessons, and prayers, because Christ rose from the
dead on the third day. Let the ninth day be observed in remembrance both of the living and the dead, and also the fortieth day, in
accordance with mourning customs of the Israelites at the time of Moses' death. Finally, let the anniversary day be observed in
memory of the dead."
In contemporary Byzantine practice, the dead are commemorated on the ninth and fortieth days and on the anniversary of their
departure from this world.
Formerly under the jurisdiction of the local Latin Ordinaries before the Exarchate was established under the leadership of the late
Bishop Justin Najmy of this Parish, all Melkites have been subject to the latter since its erection in 1966. The Constitution of the
Melkite Eparchy which is now a sole Diocese since1976 still acknowledges this definitive protocol. Our parishes follow local discipline
in the various customs e.g., clergy attire, stipends (Mass Offerings), etc. except in Liturgy and Ritual. Our relationship with the local
Latin Dioceses and Latin pastors must be permeated with a spirit of love and friendship and cooperation.
Effective January 1, 2008, which by-passed us, the schedule of offerings for Masses in parishes is now $25.00; Funerals: $300.00;
Weddings: $300.00.
Canon Law prohibits accepting stipends or offerings for Masses more than one year in advance (rolling calendar) Canon 953. The time
within which Masses must be celebrated (1 year) begins the day the intention is received (Canon 955 #2.)
May the memories of our beloved deceased be eternal and many thanks for your understanding and undivided attention in regard to
these guidelines and restrictions.
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