Address
15 Skyview Drive
Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865

Tel (401) 722-1345

Parish Website
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek
CatholicChurchRlI/
YouTube
https://bit.ly/3gkl2Uk
Email

office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com

Office hours
Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Divine Liturgy
Sunday: 9:00 AM - 11:15 AM

Pastoral Emergencies
and anointing of the sick
(401)722-1345

Holy Mysteries

Reconciliation

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will
be available before and after the
Divine Liturgy or by appointment

Baptism
Please arrange with the pastor

Marriage

A notice of at least 6 months should
be given to the pastor, before the
proposed wedding date to arrange
for the required interview and
instructions

ST. BASIL THE GREAT

MELKITE GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH

EIERARLS MOTHSK MIRY OF SGUPT

Sunday of Mary of Egypt

Commemoration of our Holy Father Alexis, the Man of God

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 1)

After the stone was sealed by the Jews and the while the
soldiers were watching your spotless body, You rose, O Savior,
on the third day, bestowing life to the world. Wherefore, the
heavenly powers cried out to You, O Giver of life: “Glory to your
resurrection, O Christ! Glory to your kingdom! Glory to your

17

economy, O You who alone are the lover of mankind!

Troparion of our Mother Mary of Egypt (Tone 8)

In you, O Mother Mary, was restored the likeness of God, for
you carried your cross and followed Christ. You taught by your
deeds how to spurn the body, for it passes away, and how to
value the soul, for it is immortal. Wherefore your soul is forever
in happiness with the angels.

Troparion of St Basil

Your voice has sounded all over the earth, that accepted your
preaching. You gave a divine explanation of doctrine, and made
clear the nature of creatures, and set a rule of life for men. Holy
Father, and Kingly Priest, intercede with Christ God to grant us
great mercy.

Kontakion of the Annunciation (Tone 8)

Triumphant Leader to you belongs our prize of victory! And
since you saved us from adversity, we offer you our thanks. We
are your people O Mother of God! So, as you have that
invincible power, continue to deliver us from danger, so that we
may cry out to you: Hail, O Virgin and bride ever pure.
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http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gSoG7RG4sA-lGDWDfFIE4hFNeub9DgACqHVjFC25_XLZYIOxnKWCfvSk
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mailto:office@stbasilthegreat@gmail.com

Our church organizations:

MAYA: Organization of
Melkite Catholics ages 18 — 26
(and at least 1 year out of high
school) under patronage of our
bishop, the Most Reverend
Nicholas Samra.
https://melkite.org/mavya

MYO: Provides a common
forum for all the young people
of St. Basil's Church, and that
the Organization initiate,
coordinate, and direct
religious, social, educational,
and humanitarian programs
designed to promote the
involvement of its membership
in the Christian Faith and the
Melkite tradition.
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html

NAMW: Promotes and
supports vocations to the
priesthood and religious life in
the United States.
https://melkite.org/namw

EPISTLE: Sunday of Mary of Egypt, Heb. 9:11-14

PROKIMENON: Ps.75: 12, 2 (Tone 8)

Make vows to the Lord your God and fulfill them; let all round
about bring gifts to the awesome God.
Stichon: God is renowned in Judah; in Israel great is his Name.

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Hebrews

Brethren, when Christ appeared as the high priest of the good
things to come (Cf.Lv.16: 14; 19: 4), He entered once for all
through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made by
hands (that is, not as a part of the present creation), nor again
by virtue of blood of goats and calves, but by virtue of his own
blood, into the sanctuary, having obtained eternal redemption.
For if the blood of goats and bulls and the sprinkled ashes of a
heifer sanctify the unclean for the cleansing of the flesh, how
much more will the blood of Christ (Cf. Rv. I: 5), who through the
Holy Spirit offered Himself unblemished to God, cleanse your
conscience from dead works to serve the living God!

ALLELUIA: (Tone 8)

Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord; let us acclaim the Rock of
our salvation.

Stichon: Let us greet Him with thanksgiving; let us joyfully sing
psalms to Him.

GOSPEL: Mk. 10:32-45, Sunday of Mary of Egypt

At that time Jesus took the Twelve, and began to tell them what
would happen to Him, saying, “Behold, we are going up to
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief
priests and the Scribes; and they will condemn Him to death,
and will deliver Him to the Gentiles; and they will mock Him, and
spit upon Him and scourge Him, and put Him to death; and on
the third day He will rise again.” And James and John, the sons of
Zebedee, came to Him, saying, “Master, we want You to do for
us whatever we ask.” But He said to them, “What do you want
Me to do for you?” And they said, “Grant to us that we may sit,
one at your right hand and the other at your left hand, in your
glory.” But Jesus said to them,
“You do not know what you are asking for. Can you drink of the
cup of which I drink, or be baptized with the baptism with which
| am to be baptized?” And they said to Him, “We can.” And Jesus
said to them “Of the cup that | drink, you shall drink; and with
the baptism with which | am to be baptized, you shall be
baptized; but as for sitting at my right hand or at my left, that is
not mine to give, but it belongs to those for whom it has been
prepared.” And when the ten heard this, they were at first
indignant at James and John. But Jesus called them and said to
them, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers among
the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise
authority over them. But it is not so among you. On the contrary,
whoever wishes to become great shall be your servant; and
whoever wishes to be first among you shall be the slave of all;
for the Son of Man also has not come to be served but to serve,
and to give His life as a ransom for many.”
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https://melkite.org/maya
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
https://melkite.org/namw

Prayer for the dead

O God of all spirits and of all
flesh, who have destroyed
death, overcome the devil, and
given life to the world: grant, O
Lord to the souls of your
servants, who have departed
from this life, that they may rest
in a place of light, in a place of
happiness, in a place of peace,
where there is no pain, no grief,
no sighing. And since You are
gracious God and Lover of
mankind, forgive them every sin
they have committed by
thought, or word, or deed, for
there is not a man who lives
and does not sin: You alone are
without sin, your righteousness
is everlasting, and your word is
true.

For You are the Resurrection
and the Life, and the Repose of
your departed servants, O
Christ our God, and we render
glory to You, together with your
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving
Spirit, now and always and
forever and ever. Amen.

Divine Liturgy Intentions

THIS SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 2024: FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT. SUNDAY OF ST. MARY OF EGYPT.

9:00 a.m:

+ CHARLES & EVA ROBAT by M/M Charles Robat & Family.
+ ELIAS AZRAK by M/M Samir Boudjouk.
+ JAMES L. & LILLIAN KOURY SALOME by the Family.

11:15a.m:

+ FADILA TOUBIA (40 Day) by Dr. Nabil & Nancy Toubia & Family.
+ YOUSEF HASSEY HASSEY BY St. Basil’'s Community.

+ NAJAT CHARCHAFLIAH by Tony & Fadia Kabak.

+ YOUSEF GEORGI DEEB by Joe Azar & Valerie Dunn.

+ MAGEE MARTINEZ by Albert & Ghada Dekki.

+ NICOLA HANNA ZABOURA by Paul & Chirin Ashkar.

+ JOHN R. ROWEY by Michael & Afaf Ashkar.

+ JOSEPH & SOUAD YOUAKIM by Bassil Youakim & Family.

\\




0 Jesus, Who has said,

SACRIFICIAL GIVING: March 10, 2024: Budgets: $3,442.00 (Envelopes: $3,350.00; Loose: $92.00); Candles: $85.00;

Stole Offerings: $1,660.00; Building Fund: $130.00; Addit’l Fuel: $110.00; Cemetery: $320.00. Ask and you shall
receive, seek and you
Father Ephrem has now been here three and a half years and has been fully available for parish services. Just email shall find, knock and it

him at office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com and leave him your message. PLEASE! NO GRATUITIES! A cup of coffee or
tea is just fine. He looks forward to in-person contact this New Year.

shall be opened," through
the intercession of the

PLEASE NOTE: Anyone who is planning an ENGAGEMENT/BAPTISM/MARRIAGE RECEPTION PLANS is kindly requested Theotokos, Your Most

to notify a member of the clergy BEFORE reception/party plans are made. The Clergy may be already scheduled for Holy Mother, | knock, |
something else on the day that you have rented a hall/restaurant. Following this policy will help avoid any later mis- seek, | ask that my prayer
understandings. be granted.

2024 ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDARS are available-free for the taking-at both entrances of the Church. Following the 0 Jesus, Who has said,

liturgical cycle of the church year and remembering the Saints each day is an excellent way to attach yourself more

o . . "All that you ask of the
closely to the worshipping community that is the church.

Father in My Name, He

CLEANLINESS AND HEALTH: Please pick up after yourselves and the children during and following Coffee Hour; insects will grant you," through

and rodents are attracted by what we leave throughout and around the interior and exterior of the building; it takes the intercession of the

but a few moments to clean up well. Cultural Center, kitchen, and bar, should always be free of open food items. Theotokos Your Most Holy
Everyone: please take note: Hall dining tables, coffee serving areas, stainless steel tables, counters, sinks, stove etc. Mother, | humbly and
should be soap washed after every use and before leaving the building. The custodian does not always come in on our urgently ask your Father
desired schedule. Thank you! in your name that my

prayer will be granted.
PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE of any change of address or telephone number information. This will cut down

on returned mail and time waste. Unfortunately, this has been an ongoing request but to no avail. Kindly give this
your undivided attention and as Our Lord says in His parables: “He who has ears to hear, let him hear. “

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Heaven and earth shall

PLEASE NOTE: Before making any ENGAGEMENT/BAPTISM/MARRIAGE PLANS, please contact the Church in ad- pass away but My word
vance. We would rather not have you disappointed if you’ve already made commitments without checking our sched- shall not pass away,"
ule first. through the intercession

of the Theotokos Your
ON SUNDAYS DURING LENT, HOLY THURSDAY AND HOLY SATURDAY, the HIRMOS, or hymn to the Mother of God,
we usually chant (“It is truly right....) is replaced with: “In you, O full of grace, all creation rejoices: the orders of angels Most Holy Mother, | feel
and the human race as well. O sanctified Temple, spiritual Paradise and glory of Virgins from whom our God who ex- confident that my prayer
ists before all eternity took flesh and became a little child. He has taken your womb as his throne making it more spa- will be granted.
cious than the heavens. Therefore, O full of grace, in you all creation rejoices. Glory to you!” (The Icon of the Mother
of God behind the altar, reflects the words of this beautiful hymn. This Lent let us make a renewed effort at having the
sights and sounds of Church and Liturgy bring us that much closer to our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ, who comes
to us in the Eucharist!)

REFLECTION: “Silence is often misinterpreted but never misquoted.” - Unknown

EASTER FLOWERS: Many parishioners have followed the long-time tradition of donating lilies to the Church for the
Easter Season. If you would like to participate in this tradition, please sign your name on the bulletin board located
outside the kitchen area. Since we have a larger sanctuary area to cover, we would appreciate your generosity in this
regard, to enhance the Church at this most blessed season. Please make your $10 offering to Barbara O’Rourke or
Christine Durnin.
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Holy Week Liturgical Services
2024
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Holy Weel|Liturgical Services
PALM SUNDAY ‘ ‘ ol
* 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy on Sunday: The Entrance of Our o) ) el sl J 23 e Y sl Jia Y+ ol aa¥1 o 8 9:00 *
Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ into Jerusalem _ (Ol 25)
* 11:15 am § Divine Liturgy on Sunday: The Entrance of Our g ) rmadl sl J gt e g1 sl Jlia Y f lalsn Y1 1115
Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ into Jerusalem (el o)
GREAT AND HOLY WEDNESDAY il gl 31

* 6:30 pm T Blessing of the Oil of the Penitents and the Lord’s
Last Supper commemoration at Vespers Divine Liturgy of St.
Basil the Great with the Solemn Washing of the Feet

3l 545 b il sl N i 5l DY o 630
o 0 a8l G

GREAT AND HOLY THURSDAY

* 8:00 am to 5:00 pm T Vigil at the Foot of the Cross

* 6:30 pm T Matins Service of the Crucifixion with the reading of
the Passion Gospels

e
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GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY - Passion of Our Lord dadin)) daasl)
* 6:30 pm § Burial Service of Our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Ja iy )l ad Aans Ll rsal) sl in A 5yl 83a F 6Lus 6:30 @
Christ- Matins of Holy Saturday-Procession of Triumph Cgall o madl yll ] 4a3aS
GREAT AND HOLY SATURDAY--The Descent Into Hades Y
* 7:00 pm § Resurrection Matins (Rush Service) and Divine gand Ll dinall praadll sy Y] Y1 ol Aot 5 a4 ) F 6La 7:00 @
Liturgy of Pascha followed by collation in the Culture Center Al dels 5 M)
EASTER SUNDAY — Resurrection of Our Lord Lol puaill o

* 10:00 am { Resurrection Matins (Rush Service) followed by the
Divine Liturgy of Pascha
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: O lLord AndCT)e\ CCR Of r;xg Gre,
cake prOmM MmMe che spiric op sloch,
despair, Usc Of POWICR,

and idle calk.

Buc give racher che spiric o
chascicy, humilicy, pacience, and
love co Chy scrvanc.

Uea, O Lord and King, granc me
CO sCC THY OWn CTRANSYHRESSIONS,
and noc <o judge my OROCher, fFoOrR
Olessed arc Chou, unco
ages OfF ages. Amen.

To emphasize the theme of this prayer--changing our lives--we accompany it with Great Prostration, kneeling and
touching the forehead to the floor, then standing and making the sign of the cross. When we pray "O God, be gra-
cious to me a sinner, and have mercy on me" 12 times, we make Small Prostration, bowing very low, touching the
floor with the fingertips of the right hand, then standing and making the sign of the cross. The bows represent the
twelve hours of the day, and our awareness of the sins and shortcomings we suffer throughout each day of our life.
The Prayer of St Ephrem is one of the main components of Lenten services in the Byzantine Church. It signifies our
awareness of our sins and of temptations, it proclaims our faith in the all-merciful God, and it asks for the gifts and
graces we need to lead a holy life. During Lent, it is a good practice to recite the prayer of St Ephrem when you get
up in the morning and before you go to bed at night.

Both privately and publicly, the Prayer of St Ephrem the Syrian is the characteristic prayer of Great Lent. It reminds
us that God is the Master of our lives, and asks God to free us from the sins of everyday life, like pride and gossip
and laziness and greed. In it we ask God to give us humility and love of our neighbor, awareness of our own sins, and
disinterest in the sins of others. We then pray "O God, be gracious to me a sinner, and have mercy on me" twelve
times.




St. Patrick's Day, March 17

St Patrick Prayer!
As | arise today, may the strength of God pilot me,
the power of God uphold me, the wisdom of God guide me.
‘May the eye of God look before me, the ear of God hear me,
 the word of God speak for me.

-, May the hand of God protect me, the way of God lie before
me, the shield of God defend me, the host of God save me.
May Christ shield me today.

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me,
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me,

Christ on my right, Christ on my left, Christ when I lie down,
Christ when | sit, Christ when | stand, Christ in the heart of
“everyone who thinks of me, Christ in the mouth of everyone
who speaks of me, Christ in every eye that sees me,

Christ in every ear that hears me.
Amen

MARCH 19
THE FEAST
DAY OF
ST. JOSEPH

LET Us MAKE ST. JOSEPH
OUR LENTEN SAINT
ON THE WAY TO EASTER.
MAY WE HAVE A SEMBLANCE
OF HIS HUMILITY, GREAT
FAITH 8 TRUST IN GOD.

ST. JOSEPH, PRAY FOR US!
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00 MARY WAS  FROM
THE LIFE OF 11 EcYPT, AND SHE LIVED A

ST.
MARY

OF
EGYPT

manymercies.blogspot.com

LIFE OF SHAME. ONE DAY
SHE GOT ON A BOAT TO
&GO TO JERUSALEM.

SHE WANTED TO GO
IN THE CHURCH
TO SEE THE
LIFE-GIVING CROSS...

4
—

...BUT SHE
COULDN'T GO IN!
SHE SAW AN ICON
OF THE MOTHER OF
GOD, AND WEPT
FOR ALL HER SINS.

SHE HEARD
A VOICE FROM THE
HEAVENS...

...50 SHE WENT
ACROSS THE JORDAN...

...TO THE DESERT
TO PRAY FOR

47 YEARS,
WITH THE
HELP OF THE
MOTHER
OF GOD.

ot
&

SHE MET
FR. ZOSIMAS IN
THE DESERT.
WHEN HE
BROUGHT HER
HOLY COMMUNION
SHE WALKED
ACROSS THE
JORDAN AS ON
DRY LAND.

WHEN ST. MARY REPOSED, FR. ZOSIMAS COVERED HER FEET WITH HIS TEARS, AND A
LION DUG HER GRAVE. LATER, FR. ZOSIMAS TOLD HER STORY TO OTHERS, BRINGING
HOPE TO SINNERS AND GLORY TO &OD.

HOLY ST. MARY OF EGYPT, PRAY TO GOD FOR US!




OUR JOURNEY TO PASCHA! 2024

Created by Fr. Jonathan Bannon (ACROD) Adapted by Fr Vitalii Stashkevych (BCC) for the Gregorian Calendar

SUNDAYS HOW TO PARTICIPATE:

Fast - Free Week
JANUARY 21°T

Normal Fast Week
JANUARY 28™H

Meatfare (S
FEBRUARY 4™  °

Cheesefare
FEBRUARY 11™H

FAREWELL TO CHEESETODAY

15T Sunday of Lent # | & 3

FEBRUARY 18™ ‘{ ‘

MARCH 3R®P

4™ Sunday of Lent _ 4

MARCH 10™

5™ Sunday of Lent
MARCH 17™

PALM SUNDAY /&
MARCH 24TH (”_

GREAT WEEK BEGINS

GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY

MARCH 29TH ‘

FEAST OF FEASTS!4
MARCH 3157 &

NO FASTING!

THEMES / GOSPEL READING

TRIODION WEEKS
Publican and the Pharisee
Epistle: 2 Timothy 3:10-15
Gospel: Luke 18:10-14

Show compassion on the poor
and distressed. Trust in God,
not yourself and ask for His help
before every task this week.
The Prodigal Son Returns!

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
Gospel: Luke 15:11-32

Schedule a Confession. Every morning
say, “Today | will be humble.”
Use up/freeze meats this week.

Pray facing East this week.
Christ is returning from the East and
we wait for Him!

Use up/freeze dairy this week.

The Last Judgement
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 8:8-9:2
Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46

Adam and Eve are cast from Paradise!
FORGIVENESS SUNDAY

Epistle: Romans 13:11-14:4

Gospel: Matthew 6:14-21

GREAT LENT BEGINS WITH FORGIVENESS VESPERS

SUNDAY of ORTHODOXY
Epistle: Hebrews 11:24-26, 32-12:2
Gospel: John 1:43-51

ST GREGORY PALAMAS
Epistle: Hebrews 1:10-2:3
Gospel: Mark 2:1-12

VENERATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
HALF WAY TO PASCHA!

Epistle: Hebrews 4:14-5:6

Gospel: Mark 8:34-9:1

ST JOHN of the LADDER
Epistle: Hebrews 6:13-20
Gospel: Mark 9:17-31

Ask each other for
forgiveness each evening this
week before bed.

Bring an icon to church
for a procession.

Bring a prayer rope to be
blessed today!
Use it and pray the Jesus Prayer
each day this week.

Wear your cross to church and
kiss the cross
each morning with a bow!

Every time you climb stairs this week
ask St. John to help you reach
Paradise with the sign of the cross!

ST MARY of EGYPT
Epistle: Hebrews 9:11-14
Mark 10:32-45

Ask the Theotokos to offer you
and the world pure thoughts
and ideas this week.

GREAT AND HOLY WEEK Place your palm branches
ENTRY OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM  gnd pussywillows behind
Epistle: Philippians 4:4-9
Gospel: John 12:1-18

GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY
JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS

CHECK WITH YOUR PARISH FOR

ROYAL HOURS AND VESPERS SCHEDULE

an icon at home
and in your car!

Refrain from TV, Internet &
Phones to honor Christ’s Death.

BRIGHT WEEK Greet everyone with
g “CHRIST IS RISEN!”
HOLY PASCHAI! (CHRIST IS RISEN!) & sy it belors

Epistle: Acts 1:1-8 Gospel: John 1:1-17  good morning and goodnight!
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Where shall | begin to weep for the |
actions of my wretched life? What |
first-fruit shall | offer, O Christ, in |
this my lamentation? But in Thy |
compassion grant me forgiveness of |
sins.” (The Canon of St. Andrew,
Canticle 1, vs. 2.) i

During Great Lent we remember |
and venerate Saint Mary of Egypt |
both on April 1 and the Fifth Sunday
of Lent. With the Canon of St.
Andrew, read in many churches
during the first and fifth weeks of
Lent, we uphold her as an icon of
repentance, an example for every
Orthodox Christian to emulate. Yet
for many years, she lived a life of
bondage to sexual passions. If St.
Mary of Egypt were alive today,
would we welcome her into our
assembly?

“| confess to Thee, O Savior, the sins
| have committed, the wounds of
my soul and body, which murderous
thoughts, like thieves, have inflicted
inwardly upon me.” (The Canon of
St. Andrew, Canticle 1, vs. 12.)

While we don’t know about the very early years of her life, we do
know that she lost her virginity at age twelve and ran away from
home. For the next seventeen years she was a slave to her insatiable
appetite for sexual perversions, including sexual encounters with
“young men,” even against their will. This sounds very much like a
victim of pedophilia who recoils and continues in her victimization by
taking on the role of a predator herself, victimizing others in the
process. Many adults who fall into the bondage of pedophilia are
victims of sexual abuse as children. In a futile attempt to reconcile the
horror of their own victimization, they try to regain control of their
lives through exploitation, continuing to inflict wounds on their own
souls and bodies.

“Like David, | have fallen into lust and | am covered in filth; but wash
me clean, O Savior, by my tears.” (The Canon of St. Andrew, Canticle
2, vs. 54.) “O Lady, thou hast brought forth our Joy: Grant me the
spirit of mourning that in the coming Day of Judgment | may be
comforted by God.” (The Canon of St. Andrew, Canticle 9, vs. 327.)
“For all have sinned and fall short of the Glory of God.” (Romans
3:23)

For seventeen years, Saint Mary of Egypt lived a lifestyle that isolated
her from the community and God. Covered with filth amassed over
the years, her heart yet longed for union with God. People in prison
feel ostracized too, isolated from God and society, as they sit in
shame in prison cells longing for the same tears of repentance that
lead to joy and reconciliation.

“Christ became man, calling to repentance thieves and harlots.
Repent, my soul: the door of the kingdom is already open, and
Pharisees and publicans and adulterers pass through it before thee,
changing their lives.” (The Canon of St. Andrew, Canticle 9, Vs. 342)

The healing of the venerable Saint Mary of Egypt was not
instantaneous but required a rigorous and lengthy spiritual journey.
Being led by the Holy Spirit, she retreated to the wilderness where
she lived the life of a hermit for seventeen years, seeking freedom
from bondage of the passions. She spent a further thirty years in the
wilderness having obtained the true gifts of repentance, healing and
freedom from the enslavement of sin.

During Great Lent, each of us seeks
repentance, turning from our own
vices and passions and setting our
minds and hearts on God. Through
the intercessions of the most Holy
Theotokos, God grants us the gift of
compunction to turn from our
wounds and sins to find healing and
comfort in Him.

Only when we submit to God do we
find true freedom. Only when
we descend in  humility can
we ascend to the Heavens. It’s only
when we die to ourselves do we truly
live. And we should not be afraid! Our
spiritual life should not be wrought
with anxiety, with fear and with
doubt. After venerating the relic of
the true cross, St. Mary of Egypt
returned to the church to give thanks,
and heard a voice telling her, “If you
cross the Jordan, you will find glorious
rest.” And then, as St. Zosimas tells
us, St. Mary spent 47 years in the
desert alone, taking nothing with her
but three loaves of bread, and once
they were gone, she lived only on
what she could find in the wilderness.
We marvel at this, as we, | think, almost write this story of, thinking,
“Oh, this was a great saint in the olden days. This is all beyond our
capability.” But this is not true at all, and this is precisely why we hear
the life of St. Mary of Egypt in church and on this week in Lent.
Human nature has not changed in all the years from then until now.
St. Mary was once an exceedingly sinful person and far from God. But
she repented. She had a change of heart. She found humility, and in
giving her whole life and her whole will entirely to God, she found the
“glorious rest” to God promised her. Now we look to her — this former
harlot and sex addict — as a great saint whom we must emulate, and
to whom we pray so that she may intercede for us at the throne of
God. And so, there is hope. There is hope for us, and we must not
despair!

On this final Sunday of Great Lent, it would do well for us to take stock
of where we are. Have we left our fallen city? Have we exited the
gate? Have we travelled for miles, only to retrace our steps? Have we
followed the way of the Pharisee, relying on our own efforts and
perceived righteousness? Or have we learned to follow the way of the
Publican and St. Mary of Egypt, crying out with a contrite heart and
humility: “Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner!” Far too often we find
ourselves at Holy Week, and even at the very night of Pascha, looking
back to Lent wondering: “Where did Lent go? All this time... and I've
wasted it!” All this time is given to us —is a gift to us — to use for our
repentance, and don’t we so often squander it in anxieties, trivialities,
bickering, distractions, sins and passions. And when the trumpet
sounds and we find ourselves at the Dread Judgment, will we look
back and ask, “Where did the time go? How have | wasted my life?”
Yet it does not have to be this way. Let us heed the words of the St.
Paul who said: ‘Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And
Christ will give you light.” See then that you walk circumspectly, not as
fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil... be
filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the
Lord. (Ephesians 14-16, 19)

Let us rejoice, then, in the Lord in these remaining days of Lent as we
look towards Christ’s Holy Passion and glorious Resurrection, and let
us never cease to have the words of St. Anthony the Great on our lips:
“Today | will make a good beginning!” May God grant us strength and
perseverance, not just to make a good beginning, but to finish the
race set before us. Amen.



Divine Liturgy
. Sunday at 9:00 am & 11:15 am

The Holy Sacrament of Reconciliation is available be-
fore and after the Divine Liturgy or by appointment.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Wotoorme t6

St. Basil The Great
» Melkite Greek Catholic Church

Check our website
for Church news and updates at
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com

On Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilMelkiteChurchRI1/

YouTube
https://bit.ly/2VigvnS

Contact us for information and ideas
office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com

? 2 COR 9:7

Donations are greatly appreciated especially during this
pandemic crisis. Please click on the link below to donate.
Thank you and God bless you and yours.




~4th Annual
St. Patrick’s Day

Celebrati
Food Provided by $200 R
tuxtet €Serves
Call for All Dy;

ENTERTAINMENT 2:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Doors Open at 1:00 PM

John Connors & the Irish Express 2pm-5pm

Deirdre Goulding School of Irish Dance 5pm
RI Professional Firefighters Pipes & Drums

Those Guys 6pm - 10pm

Sunday, March 17, 2024
Rhodes on the Pawtuxet

Cranston, Rhode Island

General Admission $12
Children Under 12 Free
Tickets Available at the Door

For the Benefit of St. Michael’s

Social Ministries for the Poor
St. Michael’s Church - Providence, Rl
Call: 401-440-9747



@/ LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR
JEANNE JUGAN RESIDENCE

Little Sisters of the Poor

16th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
Little Sisters of the Poor

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner # : WE =
The Old Grist Mill Tavern LD GRIST MIL

TAVERN

Mor da}’, March 18 390 Fall River Avenue = Seckonk, MA

LAST CALIL!

Ticket orders must be received
by Friday, March 1.

PURCHASE TICKFETS
ONLINE

ATTENTION TICKET HOLDERS
Be sure to call The Old Grist Mill Tavern
to make your reservation or to schedule your pick up time.

All proceeds benefir the Little Sisters of the Poor.

We look forward to seeing vou and thank vou for vour support!

Little Sisters of the Poor
Jeanne Jugan Residence
964 Main Street
Pawtucket, Rl 02860-4842
(401) 723-4314

Our Home | News & Evenis | Blog | Donate

f Share This Email W Share This Email i“ Share This Email
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FOUR MILE
39th Annual By
Good Frlday To Feed the

Hungry and

Walk Shelter the
Homeless
March 29th, 2024
9:00am Proceeds to
benefit:
St. | :I et(: alta: tist Fo
. John the Baptis
69 Quincy Avenue Hope/ Froye g
Pawtucket Espe I.fa J .Za
e Hospitality
Begins with a blessing House Soup
at 9:00am. Kitchen
Ends with grilled and Pawtucket
cheese 'n chowder Soup Kitchen

for all walkers.

pRte
SN
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George Maalouf & Band
Tickets in advance only!
deadline April 14th

Ticket includes: Deluxe Arabic/Middle Eastern Buffet

by Kaza Maza Restaurant * Gash Bar
Joe Massud 508-802-7585 e Christine Barrett 401-265-0386 or: any MYO Member

Please support this event, for the Youth of taday are the church of tomarraw
W\

j/ v L. - #MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: ST. BASIL CHURCH \ ;-- N
7)otk - SENDTO: ST. BASIL'S RECTORY 111 Cross Street, CF RI 02863 v \
Name i A\ __ Tel A e
_Address” |~ | - !" L ‘ L AN S
,. - ' e/ ' TotalEnclosed . - '”’\—‘\\\ ; )
| Adult Tickets $60.00 ea. ngn)tlty Needed —wwe e X\ \\ SN
ChlIdIMYO 12 & under $45300 ea. Quantity Needed =5 . AR

Aty "-‘;f'{.?;, : pliam unable to attend but. V\}ould like to make a donatlon $

( Wl 8 - Dt:adllne is Aprll 1P4th




IS HE CALLING YOU? -

L MAY BE'SURPRISED. , ¢

T,

FIRST FRIDAY VISIT

April 12, 2024
5:00 PM EST
Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary

HOLY HOUR AND EVENING PRAYER

In-Person Visit: Includes Dinner Virtual Visit: Live-stream Holy Hour

with seminarians and tour of the followed by a Zoom visit

Seminary (Zoom link provided at registration)
Register:

Contact Msgr. William Fay,
781-899-5500 ext. 134,
firstfriday@psjs.edu

OPF, ST.JOHN XXIII
NATIONAL SEMINARY

Asswerisg the Call Founded 1n 1964
www.psjs.edu

POPE ST. JOHN XXIIl NATIONAL SEMINARY | 558 SOUTH AVE, WESTON, MA | 781.899.5500
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PRAY | EFEARN  CELEBRAILE

Divine Services Spiritual Workshops Evening Socials

OUR LADY OF THE ANNUNCIATION CATHEDRAL
7 VFW Parkway | West Roxbury, MA 02132

617.323.5242

MARRIOTT BOSTON QUINCY
1000 Marriott Drive | Quincy, MA 02169

617.472.1000 | Marriott.com

B Makc Comvention for discounted rate melkiteconvention.flocknote.com/signup/148976



53rd NATIONAL
CONVENTION

252024

Lejfct 2y
OUR LADY OF THE ANNUNCIATION

MELKITE CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL
7 VFW Parkway, West Roxbury, MA 02132
Tel: (617) 323-5242, (617) 323-5248
Fax: (617) 325-2662

Contributor Name

SOUVENIR BOOK - AD ORDER FORM

fill out this form or use the link below to sign up online:

melkiteconvention.flocknote.com/signup/148969

Business Name

Manager/Owner/
Relative

City State

Phone ( ]

Contributor Signature

Fax or Cell { ) _ Fax _ Cell

Solicited By

Contributor Email

PERSONAL & BUSINESS AD PRICES
Please Mark the Desired Category

DEADLINE: MAY 1, 2024
PREMIUM PAGES

COLOR Back Cover Qutside 55,000 d
COLOR Back Cover Inside $3,000 -
COLOR Front Cover Inside  $3,000 -
Full Page Gold $1,000 4
Full Page Silver $ 800 4
STANDARD B/W PAGES
Full Page $ 500 a
Half Page $ 300 a
Quarter Page $ 200 4
Photos for full pages only
Total:

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Form # as received Date Received

Signature

Mail Payments and Correspondence to:
ANNUNCIATION MELKITE CATHEDRAL
7 VFW Parkway, West Roxbury, MA 02132

Attn: Father Philip Raczka
Tel: (617) 323-5242, (617) 323-5248 Fax: (617) 325-2662

Malke Checks Payable to: ANNUNCIATION MELKITE CATHEDRAL
Memo: Ad Book/53rd National Melkite

AD TYPE: 1 Business [ Personal

AD DIMENSIONS:
Full Page: 85"wx 11"h

' Text Received
' Art/Graphics Received

15 Page: 425"w x 5.5"h
2rag 1 Photos Received
YaPage:  2.125"wx2.75"h
# of Photos
AD COMPLETED / [/  APPROVAL

PAYMENT METHOD
1 Check # Amount
1 Money Order # Amount

J Other




53rd NATIONAL
MELKITE CATHOLIC
CONVENTION

252024

&mf,;
OUR LADY OF THE ANNUNCIATION
MELKITE CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL

1%

MARRIOTT BOSTON QUINCY

PACONGE HEBISTHATION PO

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS
if Purchased Separately from Package

Individual Events Price per ticket Quantity Total Cost
Thursday, July 4 . Opening Night BBQ $80.00
Friday, July 5 . Hafleh $95.00
Saturday, July 6 . Grand Banquet $130.00
Sunday, July 7 . Farewell Brunch $45.00
TOTAL DUE
COMPLETE PACKAGES
Thursday, Friday, Saturday Evenings only - Uy 104 S 1S 1O LICLUDED
Evening Social Events Price per package Quantity Total Cost
Purchased before 5/15/24 $275.00
Purchased after 5/15/24 $305.00
TOTAL DUE

Make Checks Payable to:
ANNUNCIATION MELKITE CATHEDRAL

Memo: Convention Package

Mail Payment and Form to:
Annunciation Melkite Catholic Cathedral
7 VFW Parkway, West Roxbury, MA 02132

DO NOT SEND CASH

REGISTRATION

Mame

GRANDTOTAL $

Registration material will be picked up at the convention registration desk
NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOR

Please complete the entire registration form
and mail it with your payment to the address on the left.

For further information,
contact Our Lady of Annunciation Cathedral at (617) 323-5242

Spouse’s Name

Additional Names

Phone ( )

Address

Email

City State

Zip

Parish/City




ANNOUNCEMENTS

As of 09/15/2023

St. Basil the Great
Melkite Greek Catholic Church

15 Skyview Drive Lincoln, Rl 02865

Sharing our Faith

SECURING OUR FUTURE

Parish Community Facts:

Total Registered Families: 410

Outstanding Goal: $329,240 Active Families: 200

Contribution Ranges: $20 to $50,100 @ % of Active Families Participation: 55%

“It’s not about how much we give, but how much love we put into giving”
-Mother Teresa

Current & Future Projects:

22\ Church Roof Replacement: Project completed, final
 cost $321,000.

W\ Parking Lot Sealing: Project completed at both Rectory &
J Church, final cost $14,000.

y, Interior Repairs, Expand Storage & HVAC Vent Cleaning:
“¥ Partial proposals received. Vent cleaning completed, final
cost $9,020

@ Church Window Repairs: Project completed, final cost Exterior/Masonry/Walkway Repairs: Awaiting proposals.

Rectory Roof Replacement: Project completed, final
cost $18,850.

$9,000. Additional window was found to need repair, Maintenance to mosaic of The Blessed Mother
awaiting additional estimate. : completed, cost $8,000.

HVAC & Boiler Replacement: Proposals received, Security Cameras/Door Upgrades: (?ame.ra system
estimated cost $196,000. Boiler does need immediate complete, final cost $10,500. Electrification of doorway
replacing, awaiting timeframe. HVAC system is okay for now. proposal received, pending completion.

N Flooring Upgrades: Proposal received, estimated Central Air C.onditionir;g azdrHVIAc improvements to
g cost $50,000 (carpeting for Church, Cultural Center, Rectory: Project completed, final cost $56,665.
office & hallway), awaiting samples and timeframe.

Important Highlights

* We are extremely grateful to all of those who have contributed and supported the campaign thus far.

+ The finance committee has begun strategy planning on maximizing the return of current financial reserves for future projects. God willing, this will
prevent the need for another capital campaign and allow for a more spiritual focus!

* Asreflected above, donations have varied in amounts, we do not expect everyone to support with the same amount...However, we do pray that
everyone will support thisimportant campaign!

« Thisis an open and transparent campaign, if you have any questions, suggestion, or concerns Fr. Ephrem or any of the committee members would be
more than happy review/discuss during coffee hour or feel free to call them at the numbers listed below.

For more information contact any of the committee Jeff Boudjouk: 401-441-2737
members, click here, or scan this code with your Ann Sabbagh: 508-243-1190

Smartphone Camera!

Kyle Mardo: 401-578-5369




ADVERTISEMENTS

MASSUD&SOMNS

—— FLOOR COWVERIMNG, INC., —
ESTABLISHED 1972

(401) 724-6674
772 Dexter Street., Central Falls, RI

www.massudflooring.com
Carpets-Vinyl-Hardwood-Laminate-Ceramic Tile
“Come See The Massud Family Today”

— FAMILY ——
OWNED & OPERATED

FOR OVER 48 YEARS!

Schedule your appointment

JAMES M. PROCTER
SALES MANAGER
NMLS# 23362

TOLLFREE:  844500-5552X3501
* DIRECT: 4015891601
o MOBILE : 4017441532
NALIONS e#ax: 866-449-9855

o JAMES.PROCTER@NATIONSLENDING.COM

lending

RI 02920

800 OAKLAWN AVE. SUITE C-201, CRANSTON,

New England Stone

15 Branch Pike
Smithfield, Rl 02917
(401) 232-2040

Monuments . Benches . Paving Blocks

MICHELLE H. LEFRANCOIS
Sales Associate

369 South Main St.

Providence, RI 02903

401-274-1644
Lila Delman M 401-935-5854

F 401-331-1719
Real Estate
E Michelle.Lefrancois@LilaDelman.com

RAHEB LAW

JOSEPH RAHEB, ESQ. ALEXANDER J. RAHEB, ESQ.
SAMUEL J. RAHEB, ESQ. ADRIENNE F. RAHEB, ESQ.

650 GEO. WASHINGTON HWY., #200
LINCOLN, RHODE ISLAND 02865

phone 401-333-3377 fax 401-334-4152

STEPHEN M. CUSHMAN, CPA., MST

‘AH ”””ll Certified Public Accountants

Mardo, Lachapelle & Palumbo, LLP
221 Broadway Providence RI (}Z‘B(H

401-274-8400
Fax : 401-274-9242
Email: steve@mlcpa.com

webpage: micpa.com

€

LINCOLN TAX SERVICES

nnnnnnnnnnnnn

SHARON DESIMoNE, EA
401-651-1112
LincolnTaxServicesof RlI@yahoo.com
650 George Washington Hwy.
Lincoln, Rl 02865-4206

TEL.(508) 222-0002
FAX (508) 222-9095

JAMES A. BRIDEN

COOGAN SMITH, LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

144 BANK STREET - P. O. BOX 2320

Jjab@ coogansmith.com ATTLEBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 02703

REGAL CONSULTING GROUP
REAL ESTATE CONSULTING AND VALUATION

MICHAEL P. LEFRANCOIS JR.

PRESIDENT & CHIEF CONSULTANT
640 GEORGE WASHINGTON HWY-BLDG B
SUITE 103-LINCOLN RI 02865
401-626-6619
MIKE@REGALCGROUP.COM

Proud to be part of your community.
401.233.4700 — www.nhavigantcu.org

COSTIGAN O’NEILL FUNERAL HOME
Phone: (401) 723-4035
220 COTTAGE STRLELCT - PAWTUCKET, RI 02860
John H. O’Neill

Vincent P. O’Neill
“Catholfic Funeral Directors”™
FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATION SERVICES

New location:
3102 Mendon Rd. Cumberland, Rl 02864
Phone: (401) 658-1155



https://nbgqa.com/new-england-stone/

ADVERTISEMENTS

NAYCO

Great Family Store

190 Front Street
Lincoln Shopping Center

724-7504

Gonsalves/Pastore Realty
@NUI}’ZI 126 Broad Street, Cumberland,
®

R1 02864
V. Edward Fayan

Broker/Associate * Licensed in Rl & MA
Bus: 401-728-2770 Cell : 401-474-7279

Shirley A. Moon Lemay, CPITW

‘ Tel : 401-725-0070
: o Fax:401-726-2620
: Blals P.O. Box 158, One Walker Street

INSURANCE Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865

%N Hope Artiste Village
1005 Main Street, Unit 1204
LAW..

Keith E. Fayan, Esq.

| Pawtucket, RI-02860
T:401-475-2755 F: 401-223-6387
kef@fayanlaw.com

Admitted in Mass & Rl

www.fayanlaw.com

A Brilliant Choice!

Diamond Carl J. Sahady

President
Narragansett Shopping Plaza
(Next to Stop & Shop)

Cleaners Pawtuckett, Rhode Island

Park Printers, Inc
Service-Quality-Affordability

Full service Printing since 1976
496 Power Road, Pawtucket, RI
401-728-8650

TRIE SRFORBARLE
: FRLURIBER & S0
LICENSED Yo .
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“NO JOB TOO SMALL"

Elfe X lernclors

“CUSTOMIZE YOUR DREAMS”
SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM MADE JEWELRY & ON-SITE
JEWELRY AND WATCH REPAIR WHILE YOU WAIT
CASH 4 *GOLD/SILVER/ DIAMONDS/PLATINUM*
SAMI KARRAZ, PRESIDENT - 508-643-3543
ELIEJEWELERS@COMCAST.NET
999 SOUTH WASHINGTON ST., N. ATTLEBORO, MA 02760
(EMERALD SQUARE MALL LOCATED ON THE FIRST FLOOR)

Feel Better Live Better
eel ette ve bette Lincoln: 401.475.6599

Cranston: 401.533.9616
N. Smithfield: 401.597.5840

\ .
ELITE Warwick: 401.737.4581
PrivsiCaL THERADY E. Greenwwh: 401.398.7988
L - Providence: 401.276.0800
Coventry: 401.615.3140

YouR HEALTH. YOUR CHOICE.

Lincoln: 401.475.6599

PATRICIA MELKOUN VP of Administration
www.elitephysicaltherapy.com
pmelkoun@elitephysicaltherapy.com

Ve Offshore Seafood

‘Quality at its best’
Fresh Frozen

Bob Marcoux 401-737-3763

Northeast |

INVESTMENT GROUP

Jeffrey M. Boudjouk
Managing Partner - Wealth Advisor
jeff@northeastinvestmentgroup.com

Phone: 401-213-8315 - Toll Free: 855-232-6748 « eFax: 401-329-0039
1000 Chapel View Blvd., Suite 200 - Cranston, RI 02920
www.northeastinvestmentgroup.com

el WL w Thinking About Selling?
ez KELLERWILLIAMS %%/ Contact Justin for a Complimentary Home Valuation

Justin Dower

Listing Specialist & Realtor®
Licensed in RI, MA & NY

@ (631) 466-1399

Find me: Justin.SpectrumREC.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated  Equal Housing Opportunity




