Address
15 Skyview Drive
Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865

Tel (401) 722-1345

Parish Website
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek
CatholicChurchRI/
YouTube
https://bit.ly/3gkl2Uk
Email

office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com

Office hours
Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Divine Liturgies
Sunday Divine Liturgy
9:00 AM - 11:15 AM

Pastoral Emergencies
and anointing of the sick
(401)722-1345

Holy Mysteries

Reconciliation

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will
be available before the Divine
Liturgy or by appointment

Baptism
Please arrange with the pastor

Marriage
A notice of at least 6 months should
be given to the pastor, before the
proposed wedding date to arrange
for the required interview and
instructions

Sunday Before the Nativity of our Lord —
Genealogy of Christ

ANTIPHONS PRAYER:

O You who have granted us to pray together in harmony, and
who promised that when two or three are gathered to call
upon Your name, You will give what they ask, do You now fulfill
what Your servants ask, so far as it is good, granting us in this
world the knowledge of Your truth, and in the world to come,
eternal life.

Troparion of the resurrection (3rd tone)

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad! For the Lord has
done a wondrous deed by his arm! He has crushed Death by
his death becoming the first to rise from the dead. He has
delivered us from the mouth of Hades and bestowed great
mercy upon the world.

Troparion of the Ancestors of Christ, (2nd Tone)

Faith can accomplish great things. Through it, the Three
Holy Children rejoice in the flames as if they had been in
refreshing water, and Daniel in the midst of lions is like a
shepherd among his sheep. Through their intercession, O
Christ God, save our souls.

Troparion of the Preparation 4th Tone

Bethlehem, make ready, for Eden has been opened for all;
Ephrata, be alert, for the Tree of Life has blossomed forth
from the Virgin in the cave. Her womb has become a
spiritual paradise wherein the divine Fruit was planted — and
if we eat of it, we shall live and not die like Adam. Christ is
coming forth to bring back to life the likeness that had been
lost in the beginning.

Troparion of St Basil

Your voice has sounded all over the earth, that accepted your
preaching. You gave a divine explanation of doctrine, and
made clear the nature of creatures, and set a rule of life for
men. Holy Father, and Kingly Priest, intercede with Christ God
to grant us great mercy.

ST. BASIL THE GREAT

MELKITE GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH
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http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gSoG7RG4sA-lGDWDfFIE4hFNeub9DgACqHVjFC25_XLZYIOxnKWCfvSk
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3gkI2Uk%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3A4ZovTontTErgD-KhDBkZAqs9QkFTlT-dWmDF16jJlbbjf1K3HeSg2ag&h=AT0l5abQIbAo_FiI6C90Jrc-zoSOPpjSiOu0Xz8dZmmbbOqnLKYOfBoKDMOrOVpIBM-PJOxEe5s7WvS5OeAhdguFWCFUmiLlnGaUn1xuJHbaD74fN0-3Hd3dRV
mailto:office@stbasilthegreat@gmail.com

Our church organizations:

MAYA: Organization of
Melkite Catholics ages 18 — 26
(and at least 1 year out of high
school) under patronage of our
bishop, the Most Reverend
Nicholas Samra.
https://melkite.org/mavya

MYO: Provides a common
forum for all the young people
of St. Basil's Church, and that
the Organization initiate,
coordinate, and direct
religious, social, educational,
and humanitarian programs
designed to promote the
involvement of its membership
in the Christian Faith and the
Melkite tradition.
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html

NAMW: Promotes and
supports vocations to the
priesthood and religious life in
the United States.
https://melkite.org/namw
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Kondakion of the Preparation of the Nativity of our Lord

Today the Virgin is on her way to the cave where she will give birth
in @ manner beyond understanding to the Word who is, in all
eternity. Rejoice, therefore, universe, when you hear it heralded:
with the angles and the shepherds, glorify Him who chose to be
seen as a new-born Babe, while remaining God in all eternity.

Epistle Heb 11:9-10; 32-40, Sunday before the Nativity
PROKIMENON Dn. 3:26,27

Blessed are You, O Lord, God of our fathers, and Your name is
worthy of praise and glorious forever.

Stichon: For You are just in all You have done to us, and all Your
works are true and Your ways right.

Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews

Brethren, by faith, Abraham lived in the Land of the Promise as in a
foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the co-heirs of
the same promise, for he was looking for the city with fixed
foundations, of which city the architect and builder is God. And
what more shall | say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barac,
Samson, Jephthe, David and Samuel and the prophets, who by faith
conquered kingdoms, wrought justice, obtained the fulfillment of
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of
fire, escaped the edge of sword, recovered strength from weakness,
became valiant in battle, routed foreign armies.

Women had their dead restored to them though resurrection.
Others were tortured, refusing to yield for their release in order to
obtain a better resurrection. Others again suffered mockery and
blows, even chains and jailings. They were stoned, cut to pieces, put
to the question, killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins
and goatskins, destitute, distressed, afflicted (of whom the world
was not worthy), wandering in deserts, mountains, caves and holes
in the ground. And none of these, despite the positive witnessing of
faith, received what was promised, for God has something better in
store for us, so that they were not to reach their final perfection
without us.

Alleluia (Tone 4) O God, our ears have heard, our fathers have
declared to us the deeds You did in their days, in the days of old.
Stichon: The just cried out, and the Lord heard them, and He
delivered them from all their trials.

Gospel: Sunday before the Nativity, Matthew 1: 1-25

The book of the origin of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the son of
Abraham. Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, Jacob begot
Judah and his brethren. Judah begot Perez and Zarah whose mother
was Thamar. Perez begot Hezron, Hezron begot Ram. And Ram
begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, Nahshon begot
Salma. Salma begot Boaz of Rahab. Boaz begot Obed of Ruth, Obed
begot Jesse, Jesse begot David the King. And David the King begot
Solomon of the former wife of Uriah. Soloman begot Rehoboam,
Rehoboam begot Abijah, Abijah begot Asa. And Asa begot
Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, Joram begot Azariah. And
Azariah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, Ahaz begot Ezechiah.
And Ezehchiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, Amon
begot Josiah. And Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brethren at the
time of deportation to Babylon. And after the deportation to
Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. And
Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, Eliakim begot Azor.
And Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, Achim begot Eliud. And
Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, Matthan begot Jacob.
And Jacob begot Joseph, the husband of Mary, and of her was born
Jesus, Who is called Christ. So, all the generations from Abraham to
David are fourteen generations. And from David to the deportation
to Babylon fourteen generations; and from the deportation to
Babylon to Christ, fourteen generations. Now the origin of Christ
was like this. When Mary His mother had been betrothed to Joseph,
she was found, before they came together, to be with child by the
Holy Spirit. But Joseph her husband, being a just man and not
wishing to expose her to reproach, was thinking of putting her away
privately. But while he was considering these things, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Do not be
afraid, Joseph, son of David, to take to you Mary your wife, for that
which is begotten in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she shall bring
forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus; for He shall save His
people from their sins.” Now all this came to pass that what was
spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled, “Behold,
the virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son; and they
shall call his name Emmanuel;” which is interpreted, “God with us.”
So, Joseph, arising from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord had
commanded him, and took Mary to be his wife. And he did not
know her till she brought forth her firstborn son. And he called His
name Jesus.
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https://melkite.org/maya
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
https://melkite.org/namw

Prayer for the dead

O God of all spirits and of all
flesh, who have destroyed
death, overcome the devil, and
given life to the world: grant, O
Lord to the souls of your
servants, who have departed
from this life, that they may rest
in a place of light, in a place of
happiness, in a place of peace,
where there is no pain, no grief,
no sighing. And since You are
gracious God and Lover of
mankind, forgive them every sin
they have committed by
thought, or word, or deed, for
there is not a man who lives
and does not sin: You alone are
without sin, your righteousness
is everlasting, and your word is
true.

For You are the Resurrection
and the Life, and the Repose of
your departed servants, O
Christ our God, and we render
glory to You, together with your
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving

Spirit, now and always and
forever and ever. Amen.

Divine Liturgy Intentions

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2022: SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD — GENEALOGY.

9:00 a.m. DIVINE LITURGY:

+ + + + + o+ o+

ALBERT & JOSEPHINE HARRAKA (Birthday Remem.) by George & Jeanne Harraka.
ANTONY, MARIE, FADI BEYLOUNEH by Peter & Rania Tanzi.

PETER & VIRGINIA TANZI by Peter & Rania Tanzi.

JOSEPH & SOUAD YOUAKIM by Bassil Youakim & Family.

CLAIRE YAMINE KASSIR (Syria) by Peter & Rania Tanzi.

MARIE SAURIOL by Hon. Thomas Lazieh & Sons.

M/M JOSEPH & ELLA SARKAS DEEB AZAR by the Family.

REV. ROBERT HAWKINS by St. Basil’'s Community.

11:15 DIVINE LITURGY:

+ + + + + o+ o+

CHARLES “PETE” MARCOTTE by Deacon Gilbert & Mimi Altongy.

FADIA & HALA ASHKAR by Michael & Afaf Ashkar.

STEPHAN & VERONICA KHOURY by their daughter Jacqueline & Donald Waddington.

JEANNETTE AYOUB DAIKH (Aleppo, Syria) by Joseph & Doris Badro & Family.

HALA ACHKAR KARRAZ (Anniv. Remem.) by sister-in-law Yola Haddad, Neil Karraz & Family.
GEORGETTE S. SAGGAL by Joseph & Yolanda Saggal.

MICHAEL GEORGE BOUDJOUK (NJ) Kevin J. Kishfy.

ANGELA SABBAGH (27'h Anniv.) by her parents, Thomas & Joanne, her brothers, Michael, his wife
Vanessa & Geoffrey.




SACRIFICIAL GIVING: December 11, 2022: Budgets: $4,080.00: Envelopes: $3,980.00, Loose: $100.00; Candles:
$104:00; Stole Offerings: $505.00; Building Fund: $160.00; Fuel: $331.00; Relig. Ed: $133.00: Addit’l Melkite Sup-
port: $50.00.

PLEASE NOTE: Before making any ENGAGEMENT/BAPTISM/MARRIAGE RECEPTION PLANS, please contact the
Church in advance. We would rather not have you disappointed if you’ve already made commitments without
checking our schedule first.

GENERAL HOME VISITATIONS, SICK CALLS, HOSPITAL VISITS: Father Ephrem has been fully vaccinated and is now
available for these parish services. Just email him at office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com and leave him your message.
PLEASE! NO GRATUITIES! A cup of coffee or tea is just fine. He looks forward to in-person contact

On Christmas Eve, December 24‘h, and on Christmas Day, December 25"‘, there will be a special collection taken up
for your CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS. Envelopes for this purpose may be found in your weekly budgets, or you may
obtain one on your way out at either entrance of the church.

Next weekend, December 24" and December 25”‘, there will also be a SPECIAL COLLECTION for MELKITE DIOCESAN
SUPPORT. Please help subsidize our support for the operation of our Diocese. Much appreciated!

The CHRISTMAS FAST for the Melkite Church began Saturday, December 10, 2022. (The time of this Fast previously
was begun on November 15™). Let the Holy Spirit lead you in personal preparation for this Holy Season.

2023 ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDARS are available — free for the taking — at both entrances of the church. By following
the liturgical cycle of the church year and remembering the Saints each day is an excellent way to attach yourself
more closely to the worshipping community that is the church.

The MYO will be making blankets and donating them to AMOS HOUSE this year. We will be seeking monetary or
fabric donations for this worthy cause.

If you would like to donate, kindly see any MYO member or contact: Joe Massud at 1-508-802-7585 or Christine
Barrett at 1-401-265-0386. Thank you in advance for your assistance. Much appreciate

FLOWERS: Many parishioners have followed the long tradition of donating poinsettias to the Church for the Christ-
mas Season. If you would like to participate in this tradition, please sign your name on the bulletin board located
outside the kitchen and make donation of $10.00 to Christine Durnin. Since we have a larger sanctuary are to cover,
we would appreciate your generosity in this regard to enhance the church at this most blessed season.

ENVELOPE USERS: It would be helpful to us if you could please check off the amount on the outside of the budget
envelope. This will allow for more efficiency and accuracy in the recording of your budgets. Thank you kindly!

Also, it has been observed that some people have forgotten to fill their budget envelopes with their offering (some
sealed, others unsealed), and it is awkward to put us in this kind of position. We humbly ask you to be more careful
in this regard.

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Ask and you shall
receive, seek and you
shall find, knock and it
shall be opened," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos, Your Most
Holy Mother, | knock, |
seek, | ask that my prayer
be granted.

O Jesus, Who has said,
"All that you ask of the
Father in My Name, He
will grant you," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos Your Most
Holy Mother, | humbly
and urgently ask your
Father in your name that
my prayer will be granted.

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Heaven and earth shall
pass away but My word
shall not pass away,"
through the intercession
of the Theotokos Your
Most Holy Mother, | feel
confident that my prayer
will be granted.
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mailto:office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com

ADVENT SEASON: Behold, the time of our salvation draws near: let the cave be ready, for the Virgin is about to
give birth; and you, Bethlehem of Juda, rejoice and be glad, for the Lord will soon shine forth from your midst.
Listen all of you, mountains and hills, and country of Juda: Christ is coming to save men, his creatures, for He is the
Lover of Mankind.

THE TWO SUNDAYS BEFORE THE NATIVITY OF JESUS CHRIST, are known as, THE SUNDAYS OF THE HOLY ANCES-
TORS AND THE GENEALOGY OF CHRIST: The Church prescribes these commemorations in order to draw our atten-
tion to those who prepared the way for the birth of the Messiah.

CHRISTMAS DIVINE LITURGIES will be offered for the SPIRITUAL & TEMPORAL WELFARE of the parishioners and
friends of St. Basil’s Community.

Our thoughts and prayers are directed to our elderly and sick parishioners int this joyous season. We ask the Em-
manuel to strengthen your faith so that you may accept His will, and He bring you peace, joy, and health for the
coming New Year.

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Once again, as we celebrate the birth of the Prince of Peace, Christmas Greetings are sent to you, together with
sincere gratitude for your loyal and generous cooperation throughout the year. May the true joy of a holy Christmas
fill your hearts and the hearts of your loved ones during the coming year of 2023. It is hoped all our parishioners
and friends will receive Holy Communion on Christmas and thus offer their hearts filled with love to our Infant Sav-
ior. In the Spirit of Christmas, the material needs of the parish are recommended to your charity. God bless you for
your aid in His work.

Father Ephrem, Father Joe, Deacon Edmond, Deacon Gilbert

REFLECTION: “The gladness of Christmas is Hope; the spirit of Christmas is Peace; the heart of Christmas is Love.”

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Ask and you shall
receive, seek and you
shall find, knock and it
shall be opened," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos, Your Most
Holy Mother, | knock, |
seek, | ask that my prayer
be granted.

O Jesus, Who has said,
"All that you ask of the
Father in My Name, He
will grant you," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos Your Most
Holy Mother, | humbly
and urgently ask your
Father in your name that
my prayer will be granted.

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Heaven and earth shall
pass away but My word
shall not pass away,"
through the intercession
of the Theotokos Your
Most Holy Mother, | feel
confident that my prayer
will be granted.




Following Jesus Kids bulletin

gD 5
312 3
'The Jesse Tree symbols

Relive the Jews’ long wait for the Savior through images from the Old Testament

The Jesse Tree is a time-honored
Advent tradition that traces the Old
Testament lineage of Jesus through
images and symbols.

The idea of a Jesse tree stems
from a prophecy in the Book of
Isaiah: “A shoot will come up from
the stump of Jesse; from his roots a
branch will bear fruit.” (Isaiah 11:1)

Jesse was the father of David,
one of Israel’s greatest kings. When
David died, God’s people waited
for another king to emerge from his
family line. Many generations later,
Jesus was born.

These 19 Jesse Tree symbols
represent key biblical figures and
events leading up to the birth of
Jesus. The symbols can be cut out
and hung on a branch or tree, or
used as two-dimensional ornaments

pasted on a large tree drawing. Apple Ark of the Covenant Bethlehem Sword of Judith
The symbols were created by The apple reminds us of the forbid- The Ark of the Covenant held the Jesus was born in Bethlehem, a With the help of God, Judith saved
local graphic designer Lawton Mak. den fruit that Adam and Eve ate in Ten Commandments. It also isa small town whose name means the Israelites from the Assyrian
the Garden of Eden. name we call Mary. “House of Bread.” army. Her faith precedes Mary’s.

Altar of Holocaust Crown and Scepter Jacob’s Ladder Jonah and the Whale Tablets of the Law
The Altar of Holocaust is where We remember during Advent that Jacob dreamed of a ladder with Jonah was stuck in the whale for The laws (Commandments) were
Moses made a sacrifice of burnt of- Jesusis ourking. angels that extended from heaven three days, prefiguring Jesus in the given by God to Moses at Mount
ferings to God. to earth. tomb for three days. Sinai.
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Burning Bush Paschal Lamb Noah’s Ark The Temple
God revealed himself to Moses The Jews sacrificed a lamb as a As the Israelites traveled to the Just as Noah saved animals and The temple is God’s dwelling place,
through a burning bush. symbol of their release from slavery. Promised Land, God provided humans from the flood, Jesus saves where he makes his presence
Jesus is the “Lamb of God” manna to nourish them each day. us from death and destruction. known to his people.
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Key of David Pillar of Fire Root of Jesse Star of David
Jesus is considered the “Key of the The Pillar of Fire guided the Israel- Jesse was the father of David. Jesus ~ The six-pointed star representsthe  The sun represents the dawn of cre-
House of David,” who opened the ites during the night, as they made the Savior is the flower foretold to royal house of David. ation, as well as the light of Christ.

door to heaven. their way through the desert. bloom from Jesse’s line.



The story of the birth of Jesus brings to !4
mind any number of fond, familiar
images: Mary and Joseph trekking to'
Bethlehem; the baby in the manger;
the angels and the shepherds; the Magi |
with their gifts of gold, frankincense |
and myrrh.

What it likely doesn’t bring to mind are ;| ﬁ
the genealogies of Jesus recorded by | &% 't
Matthew and Luke. Truth be told, i\
these lists are puzzling to many |
modern readers, who tend to skim
over them and insert mental “bleeps”
for all the names they can't]
pronounce. In any event, most of those |
names belong to obscure figures who
appear to add little to the Nativity
story, at least from a modern.
perspective.

For the earliest readers, however, the
biggest puzzle would’ve been the
inclusion of four women in Matthew’s [
genealogy, along with Mary: Tamar, '4

Rahab, Ruth and Bathsheba (the unnamed wife of Unah) In a

culture that traced lineage almost exclusively through men, these
women would’ve stood out like beacons in a stream of male names
- and they still do. Their presence fairly shouts the questions: Who
were these women? And why did the Holy Spirit single them out as
ancestors of the Messiah?

Tamar: Hope

Tamar is the first woman mentioned in Matthew’s genealogy, and
hers is a story about hope - or more accurately, desperation born of
shattered hope. She was the daughter-in-law of Judah, married in
turn to his two oldest sons, both of whom were evil men who died
under God’s judgment. Judah then promised to give Tamar to his
youngest son once he came of age - a promise he never intended to
keep, hoping instead that Tamar would just go away and die a
widow’s death.

In a world where women had almost zero prospects outside of
marrying well and bearing children, Tamar’s plight was desperate.
Taking matters into her own hands, she disguised herself as a
prostitute, slept with her father-in-law and bore him twin sons. One
of the twins, whom she named Perez, would become an ancestor of
Jesus.

Once the entire sordid affair came to light, Judah publicly admitted
that Tamar was more righteous than he was - an accurate
assessment given his cruel, callous treatment of her. And yet for all
that, Tamar’s actions aren’t justifiable either, although they’re
certainly understandable. Tamar (to say nothing of Judah) was a
complicated person with a messy life, whose presence in the
lineage of Jesus shows precisely the kind of people he came to
save. In place of desperate acts and broken hopes, the coming
Messiah would bring real hope into the world.

Rahab: Peace

There’s an old Latin proverb, sivis pacem, para bellum, if you want
peace, prepare for war. The story of Rahab, the second woman in

An Advent reﬂectlon Partl)

' Matthew’s genealogy, gives that ancient
. adage a unique twist. Unlike Tamar
. before her, Rahab was an actual
prostitute, not just pretending to be one.
" She lived in the doomed city of Jericho,
" destined to be overrun and destroyed by
’] the armies of Israel.

| true Sovereign of heaven and earth,
Rahab made a separate peace with the
! people of Israel, and with their God. She
Llsheltered the Israelite spies during their

| reconnaissance mission and helped
J them escape, asklng that she and her
family be spared in return. As a public
itoken of her new allegiance, she hung a
scarlet cord out of the window of her
® house, in plain view of her own people,
SO that everyone within her house would
/ be spared by the advancing armies.

f To an outside observer, everything
would’ve seemed to be against Rahab.

- Not only was she a prostitute but also a
Canaanlte, the member of a people group marked by God for
wholesale judgment. And yet, not only did she save herself and her
family, but she joined the faith community of Israel, married into
the royal tribe of Judah, and became the mother of Boaz and a
notable ancestor of Jesus. Her place in the Lord’s lineage is a
powerful reminder that even in the face of certain judgment, peace
with God is available through faith in the coming Christ.

Ruth: Joy

In contrast to Tamar and Rahab and their respective shades of grey,
Ruth is one of the brightest and most appealing figures in all of
Scripture. A young Moabite widow who had married into a Jewish
family, she had lost everything with the deaths of her father-in-law
and her husband. When her mother-in-law Naomi decided to return
from Moab to the land of Judah, Ruth was determined to
accompany her. Despite Naomi’s best efforts to dissuade her, Ruth
clung to Naomi - as well as to Naomi’s people and to her God - with
fierce loyalty.

Back in Bethlehem, the prospects were bleak for the two widows,
bereaved of their husbands and facing dire poverty. Nevertheless,
Ruth remained unswervingly positive and energetic in her efforts to
find work and take care of her mother-in-law. Via those efforts and
by God’s grace, she met Boaz, a rich, kindly landowner who also
happened to be related to Naomi. In due course Ruth and Boaz
were married, thereby securing Naomi’s - as well as Ruth’s - future
prospects. They also had a son, Obed, who would be an ancestor of
King David and of King Jesus.

The story of Ruth is saturated with kindness, expressed by the
Hebrew word hesed - the kindness of Ruth to Naomi, of Boaz to
Ruth, and of God to all of them. But there’s also a constant,
palpable joy radiating from Ruth herself, driving everything she
does, even in the worst of circumstances - a joy born of her faith in
the God of Israel, under whose wings she had come to take refuge.
Like Boaz’ mother, Rahab, she belonged to a race excluded from
the commonwealth of God under the Old Testament. And yet by
faith, she became a woman of God whose character put most of the



men in Israel to shame. As the women
of Bethlehem remarked, she was
better to Naomi than seven sons. Her
place in the Lord’s ancestry speaks
volumes about God’s kindness in|
redeeming outsiders, and the Joy
which that redemption brings.

Bathsheba: Love

If Ruth’s is the most heartwarming |
romance recorded in Scripture, then
Bathsheba’s is surely the most
heartbreaking. Instead of being built |
on kindness and respect, it’s more like
amodern cable TV love story, rooted in
lust, rape and infidelity. Bathsheba
was the wife of Uriah the Hittite, one of
King David’s most trusted military
officers. But then one day, David
spotted Bathsheba bathing from the
roof of his palace, slept with her, got
her pregnant and had her husband |
murdered to cover up the affair. The
baby born of their union died as a consequence of God’s judgment
on their illicit relationship.

The text makes no suggestion that Bathsheba was doing anything
wrong or unusual in bathing the way she was. Rather it appears
that David was where he shouldn’t have been, allowing his eyes to
linger and his heart to follow. Moreover, the Scripture is silent
about any supposed complicity on Bathsheba’s part and lays the
blame squarely on David. Given the times and the culture in which
she lived, Bathsheba almost certainly had no power to refuse the
advances of an absolute monarch.

The entire incident is unsavoury and troubling on several levels.
After the affair, Bathsheba became one of David’s wives and gave
birth to Solomon, David’s chosen heir and a precursor of the Christ
to come. In later life, she reappeared as the queen mother whose
influential voice secured the succession of her son. While David is
the most significant name in the genealogy of Jesus, the inclusion
of Bathsheba prevents him from being put on an unwarranted
pedestal. Indeed, her presence insists upon the grace of the coming
Messiah, who would redeem people caught in relationships of
unequal power and tainted love and restore them in the true love
and freedom offered by God.

Mary: Fulfillment

More than the other four women in Jesus’ genealogy, Mary’s place
would have been obvious and incontestable, even in a culture
prone to contest it. She was, after all, the virgin who had given
birth, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to the Son of God made flesh.
In fact, since both Mary and Joseph were descended from David
through different family branches, Luke traces the Lord’s biological
ancestry through Mary’s branch, whereas Matthew traces His legal
lineage through Joseph’s branch.

Luke devotes a fair bit of attention to Mary, even before the birth of
her Son. He records her visits and conversations with the angel
Gabriel and with her cousin Elizabeth, the mother of John the
Baptist. He portrays Mary as a humble young woman of faith who

An Advent reflection (Part 2)

h saw herself as God’s servant and God as
her Saviour. Luke also preserves a
| sample of her notable poetic talent in
the form of her spontaneous song of
. praise, known as the Magnificat:

/ \ “My soul magnifies the Lord,
'] and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
. for he has looked on the humble estate of
| his servant.
For behold, from now on all generations
will call me blessed;
for he who is mighty has done great
. things for me,
r_] and holy is his name.
. And his mercy is for those who fear him
. from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts;
he has brought down the mighty from
k| their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;
he has filled the hungry with good things,

&“ ik *

J and t/:le rich he has sent away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel,

in remembrance of his mercy,

as he spoke to our fathers,

to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”
(Luke 1:46-55)

Clearly Mary had a sense of her place in history, as the final step in
the fulfillment of God’s promise to send his Messiah into the world.
Indeed, the angel Gabriel underscored Mary’s role in that promise
by alluding to her royal ancestry and reassuring her that her Son
would sit on his father David’s throne with ultimate authority,
ruling over an everlasting kingdom.

Of women, genealogies, and the themes of Advent

Hope. Peace. Joy. Love. In Western church tradition, they’re the
themes of the four weeks of Advent that anticipate the coming of
Christ. They also happen to mesh remarkably well with the lives of
the four women commemorated in the genealogy of the Messiah. In
both cases, the sequence finds its fulfillment in the Son of God who
enters the world, born of a young virgin named Mary.

In the ancient world, genealogies served a vital function,
confirming the legal status of important persons. As such, the
genealogy of Jesus forms an integral part of his Nativity story. It
establishes his credentials as the heir of David, and thus as the true
King of Israel, and of the entire world.

But the women in Jesus’ lineage speak of other things as well. In
the first place, they’re real women with complex and sometimes
messy lives that can’t be reduced to stereotypes. They ground the
Christmas story in an authentic earthiness. Their presence
counteracts the tendency to idealize the Lord’s male ancestors as
shiny, perfect heroes. Instead, they draw the focus back to the
Messiah, where it belongs. Perhaps most important, these women
are reminders that Jesus came into the world to save all kinds of
people - women and men, pagans and Jews, prostitutes,
immigrant widows and queen mothers.
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NEW YEAR — THEOPHANY
DIVINE LITURGY SCHEDULE

Saturday, December 24 - Eve of the Nativity of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ
4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Festal Divine Liturgy.
7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Festal Divine Liturgy with Youth Pageant.

Sunday, December 25 - The Nativity of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy

Saturday, December 31
5:00 p.m. Vigil Divine Liturgy Feast of the Circumcision of Our Lord - St Basil's Feast - New Years’ Day
(at St. Elias’s Chapel)
Sunday, January 1
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy (at St. Elias’s Chapel)

Thursday, January 5 — Feast of the Theophany
6:00 p.m. Vigil Divine Liturgy and the Blessing of the Water.

Sunday, January 8 - Solemnity of the Theophany
9:00 a.m. English Divine Liturgy and the Blessing of the Water.
11:15 a.m. Arabic Divine Liturgy and the Blessing of the Water.
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Sunday Divine Liturgy
. 9:00 am
. 11:15am

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available
Tuesday to Friday before or after the Divine Liturgy.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
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St. Basil The Great
» Melkite Greek Catholic Church

Check our website
for Church news and updates at
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com

On Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilMelkiteChurchRI1/

YouTube
https://bit.ly/2VigvnS

Contact us for information and ideas
office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com

? 2 COR 9:7

Donations are greatly appreciated especially during this
pandemic crisis. Please click on the link below to donate.
Thank you and God bless you and yours.




St. Basil the Great Melkite Greek Catholic Church

sunbay SChOOI
Christmas
Party

Sunday, December 18
after 11:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy

St. Nicholas will be passing out the Christmas gifts to all the children
Food and entertainment will be provided
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lg St. BaSil the Great - melkite Greek Catholic Church

15 Skyview Dr., Lincoln Rl

You are invited to a memorable celebration

for the Birth of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
On Friday, December 234, 2022, at 6:30 pm
Chanted by St. Basil’s Choir

Hot Chocolate and Cookies will be served
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S’r Bosn the Great Melkl're Greek Cofh’@
15 SkYVIeW Drive — Uncoln R102865 -
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Saturday, December 315, 8:30 pm — 2:00-am’/

Featuring

7 Yard

& his Live Band

Cash bar
Noise makers
Hats
Champagne
AND MORE...

Deluxe Mazza & Dinner 9:30 pm sharp
Tickets start at $125 + VIP $150 available
Souhair Batal Khoury 781-603-4424 Samir Boudjouk 401-7441-14]

Bill Haddad 401-258-6133 Faiz AlBatal 401-692-1808
George Mardo 401-744-7657 Ranim Nassar  401-489-4482
Camille Albatal 401-365-3126 Kyle Mardo 401-578-5369

All Tickets must be pre-paid (Cash, checks, credit) - Deadline December 26, 2022




BYZANTINE KIDS MAGAZINE!

December 20

~

Remembering the
Nativity Sea

- 3 A2
’
b

Get a full yearly subscription: 12 monthly issues, delivered to your door, for only $10/issue!
https://www.byzimom.com/product-page/byzikids-magazine-12-month-subscription

The team at ByziKids Magazine strongly believes in the power of prayer!
Proceeds from your subscription will be donated to the support of Eastern Christian monastic communities!
For more information about the monasteries we help, see our mission statement on the ByziKids page of ByziMom.com!

FREE Online Byzikids Magazine for December : https://tinyurl.com/yy98twuz


https://www.byzimom.com/_files/ugd/2121a6_ff642fd62b644f578c1761eb58aad863.pdf?utm_campaign=9d00f94a-8d1a-40a2-941e-c8f082890960&utm_source=so&utm_medium=mail&cid=53cf5ccb-18ff-4e16-b54d-09638bd05c10

ANNOUNCEMENTS

As of 11/4/2022

St. Basil the Great
Melkite Greek Catholic Church

15 Skyview Drive Lincoln, Rl 02865

Sharing our Faith

SECURING OUR FUTURE

Parish Community Facts:

Total Registered Families: 415

Outstanding Goal: $363,000 @ Active Families: 250

e ——
47 N

Contribution Ranges: $20 to $50,100 % of Active Families Participation: 51%

7

“It’s not about how much we give, but how much love we put into giving”
-Mother Teresa

Current & Future Projects:

Church Roof Repair: Project completed, estimated
cost of $400,000...final cost $321,000.

Rectory Roof Repair: Proposals received, estimated
cost $18,000, pending review.

Parking Lot Sealing: Project complete at both Rectory &
Church...final cost $14,000.

Interior Repairs, Expand Storage & Vent Cleaning: Partial
proposals received. Vent cleaning estimated cost $9,000.

Church Window Repairs: Proposals received,

Walk In Cooler & Kitchen Repairs: Reviewing needs and
estimated cost $9,000, pending review.

potential options.

HVAC & Boiler Replacement: Proposals received,
estimated cost $196,000.

Exterior/Masonry /Walkway Repairs: Awaiting
proposals.

S s

Flooring Upgrades: Proposal received, estimated
cost $50,000 (carpeting for Church, Cultural Center,

office & hallway), pending review.

Security Cameras/Door Upgrades: Camera system
complete, final cost $10,500. Door proposal received,
pending review.

Important Highlights

* We are extremely grateful to all of those who have contributed and supported the campaign thus far.

* The finance committee has begun strategy planning on maximizing the return of currentfinancial reserves for future projects. God willing, this will
prevent the need for another capital campaign and allow for a more spiritual focus!

+ Asreflected above, donations have varied in amounts, we do not expect everyone to support with the same amount...However, we do pray that
everyone will support thisimportant campaign!

* Thisis an open and transparent campaign, if you have any questions, suggestion, or concerns Fr. Ephrem or any of the committee members would be
more than happy review/discuss during coffee hour or feel free to call them at the numbers listed below.

For more information contact any of the committee Jeff Boudjouk: 401-441-2737
members, click here, or scan this code with your Ann Sabbagh: 508-243-1190

Smartphone Camera!
Kyle Mardo: 401-578-5369




ADVERTISEMENTS

MASSUD&SOMNS

—— FLOOR COWVERIMNG, INC., —
ESTABLISHED 1972

(401) 724-6674
772 Dexter Street., Central Falls, Rl

www.massudflooring.com
Carpets-Vinyl-Hardwood-Laminate-Ceramic Tile
“Come See The Massud Family Today”

OWNED & OPERATED

FOR OVER 48 YEARS!

Schedule your appointment

JAMES M. PROCTER
SALES MANAGER

NMLS# 23362
TOLL FREE : 844-500-5552X3501
¢ DIRECT : 401-589-1601

MOBILE :

notions EFAX.

o JAMES.PROCTER@NATIONSLENDING.COM

401-744-1532
866-449-9855

Ie n I ng 800 OAKLAWN AVE. SUITE C-201, CRANSTON,

RI 02920

New England Stone
15 Branch Pike
Smithfield, Rl 02917
(401) 232-2040

Monuments . Benches . Paving Blocks

MICHELLE H. LEFRANCOIS
Sales Associate

369 South Main St.

Providence, RI 02903

401-274-1644
Lila Delman M 401-935-5854

F 401-331-1719
Real Estate
E Michelle.Lefrancois@LilaDelman.com

RAHEB LAW

JOSEPH RAHEB, ESQ. ALEXANDER J. RAHEB, ESQ.
SAMUEL J. RAHEB, ESQ. ADRIENNE F. RAHEB, ESQ.

650 GEO. WASHINGTON HWY., #200
LINCOLN, RHODE ISLAND 02865

phone 401-333-3377 fax 401-334-4152

STEPHEN M. CUSHMAN, CPA., MST

‘AH ”””ll Certified Public Accountants

Mardo, Lachapelle & Palumbo, LLP
221 Broadway Providence RI (}Z‘B(H

401-274-8400
Fax : 401-274-9242
Email: steve@mlcpa.com

webpage: micpa.com

€

LINCOLN TAX SERVICES

nnnnnnnnnnnnn

SHARON DESIMoNE, EA
401-651-1112
LincolnTaxServicesof RlI@yahoo.com
650 George Washington Hwy.
Lincoln, Rl 02865-4206

JAMES A. BRIDEN

Attorney At Law

Blais Cunningham & Crowe Chester, LLP
P.0.Box 1325 150 Main street Pawtucket, Rl 02862
www.Blaislaw.com
401-723-1122 Fax: 401-726-6140
Email : jpbriden@blaislaw.com

REGAL CONSULTING GROUP
REAL ESTATE CONSULTING AND VALUATION

MICHAEL P. LEFRANCOIS JR.

PRESIDENT & CHIEF CONSULTANT
640 GEORGE WASHINGTON HWY-BLDG B
SUITE 103-LINCOLN RI 02865
401-626-6619
MIKE@QREGALCGROUP.COM

Nawgant

CREDIT UNION

Proud to be part of your community.
401.233.4700 — www.navigantcu.org

COSTIGAN O’NEILL FUNERAL HOME
Phone: (401) 723-4035
220 COTTAGE STRLELCT - PAWTUCKET, Rl 02860
John H. O’Neill

Vincent P. O’Neill
“Catholfic Funeral Directors”
FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATION SERVICES

New location:
3102 Mendon Rd. Cumberland, Rl 02864
Phone: (401) 658-1155



https://nbgqa.com/new-england-stone/

ADVERTISEMENTS

NAYCO

Great Family Store

190 Front Street
Lincoln Shopping Center

724-7504

Gonsalves/Pastore Realty
@n‘UI}’ 126 Broad Street, Cumberland,
2II® RI 02864
V. Edward Fayan

Broker/Associate * Licensed in Rl & MA
Bus: 401-728-2770 Cell : 401-474-7279

Shirley A. Moon Lemay, CPITW

‘ Tel : 401-725-0070
: o Fax:401-726-2620
: Blals P.O. Box 158, One Walker Street

INSURANCE Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865

Keith E. Fayan, Esq.

%N Hope Artiste Village

1005 Main Street, Unit 1204
LAW.. Pawtucket, RI-02860
T:401-475-2755 F:401-223-6387

kef@fayanlaw.com
Admitted in Mass & RI

www.fayanlaw.com

A Brilliant Choice!

Diamond Carl J. Sahady

President
Narragansett Shopping Plaza
(Next to Stop & Shop)

Cleaners Pawtuckett, Rhode Island

Park Printers, Inc
Service-Quality-Affordability

Full service Printing since 1976
496 Power Road, Pawtucket, RI
401-728-8650
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“NO JOB TOO BIG”" “NO JOB TOO SMALL"

Elfe X lernclors

“CUSTOMIZE YOUR DREAMS”
SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM MADE JEWELRY & ON-SITE
JEWELRY AND WATCH REPAIR WHILE YOU WAIT
CASH 4 *GOLD/SILVER/ DIAMONDS/PLATINUM*
SAMI KARRAZ, PRESIDENT - 508-643-3543
ELIEJEWELERS@COMCAST.NET
999 SOUTH WASHINGTON ST., N. ATTLEBORO, MA 02760
(EMERALD SQUARE MALL LOCATED ON THE FIRST FLOOR)

Feel Better Live Better
eel ette ve bette Lincoln: 401.475.6599

Cranston: 401.533.9616
N. Smithfield: 401.597.5840

\ .
ELITE Warwick: 401.737.4581
PIvSICAL THERADY E. Gr.eenw1ch: 401.398.7988
L - Providence: 401.276.0800
YoUR HEALTH. YOUR CHOICE. Coventry: 401.615.3140

Lincoln: 401.475.6599

PATRICIA MELKOUN VP of Administration
www.elitephysicaltherapy.com
pmelkoun@elitephysicaltherapy.com

Ve Offshore Seafood

‘Quality at its best’
Fresh Frozen

Bob Marcoux 401-737-3763

Northeast |

INVESTMENT GROUP

Jeffrey M. Boudjouk
Managing Partner - Wealth Advisor
jeff@northeastinvestmentgroup.com

Phone: 401-213-8315 - Toll Free: 855-232-6748 « eFax: 401-329-0039
1000 Chapel View Blvd., Suite 200 - Cranston, RI 02920
www.northeastinvestmentgroup.com

el WL w Thinking About Selling?
ez KELLERWILLIAMS %%/ Contact Justin for a Complimentary Home Valuation

Justin Dower

Listing Specialist & Realtor®
Licensed in RI, MA & NY

@ (631) 466-1399

Find me: Justin.SpectrumREC.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated  Equal Housing Opportunity




