Address
15 Skyview Drive
Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865

Tel (401) 722-1345

Parish Website
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek
CatholicChurchRI
YouTube
https://bit.ly/3gkl2Uk
Email

office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com

Office hours
Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Divine Liturgy
Winter Schedule Begins This week
Saturday: 9:00 AM
Sunday: 11:15 AM

Pastoral Emergencies
and anointing of the sick
(401)722-1345

Holy Mysteries

Reconciliation

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will
be available before and after the
Divine Liturgy or by appointment

Baptism
Please arrange with the pastor

Marriage

A notice of at least 6 months should
be given to the pastor, before the
proposed wedding date to arrange
for the required interview and
instructions

ST. BASIL THE GREAT

MELKITE GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Sunday Before the Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Troparion of the Resurrection (6th tone)

The angelic powers were around Your tomb, and the guards
became as dead, and Mary stood at the tomb, seeking Your
spotless body; Then You despoiled Hades without being tried by
it, and You met the Virgin O Bestower of life. O Lord, who rose
from the dead, glory to You!

Troparion of the Nativity of the Theotokos (Tone 4)

Your Nativity, O Mother of God, heralded joy to the whole
universe, for from you rose the Sun of Justice, Christ our God.
Taking away the curse, He imparted the blessings. And by
abolishing death, He gave us everlasting life.

Troparion of St Basil

Your voice has sounded all over the earth, that accepted your
preaching. You gave a divine explanation of doctrine, and made
clear the nature of creatures, and set a rule of life for men. Holy
Father, and Kingly Priest, intercede with Christ God to grant us
great mercy.

ootdiall Caplaall 2d) Jod a5

ol 5ol doludll upli

Oehelly cld e Soygls Il gl o)
L all die Eudy Gayeg «lgaYE 1 )lo
A @y el Codind yallall Suue
B oo L 8Ll Tealy Jgidl B9 (530
el dexall Gy b elgdl g 50

&I oolL Biand! SHhead Ul
LS & 5Suall 2, S a1 Bl b H3Me
Ued gl frmaod) Juadl ot (3,80 slie 49
Lisoy &gl LUajb Sl Carvgy Ll

LAY Blsdl

9 gekanly o dll dybg b

L8 W3 P . o1 S (§ @lalais §15 ua)
Qg Blo Blaadl cols 4 gl eladS
BT Ealisy (b dub Eoupgly
(Sokoll ©93gSI1 55 S I LT Ld sl
L gas oDl (§ Y maannad ] Je2l



http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gSoG7RG4sA-lGDWDfFIE4hFNeub9DgACqHVjFC25_XLZYIOxnKWCfvSk
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3gkI2Uk%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3A4ZovTontTErgD-KhDBkZAqs9QkFTlT-dWmDF16jJlbbjf1K3HeSg2ag&h=AT0l5abQIbAo_FiI6C90Jrc-zoSOPpjSiOu0Xz8dZmmbbOqnLKYOfBoKDMOrOVpIBM-PJOxEe5s7WvS5OeAhdguFWCFUmiLlnGaUn1xuJHbaD74fN0-3Hd3dRV
mailto:office@stbasilthegreat@gmail.com

Our church organizations:

MAYA: Organization of
Melkite Catholics ages 18 — 26
(and at least 1 year out of high
school) under patronage of our
bishop, the Most Reverend
Nicholas Samra.
https://melkite.org/mavya

MYO: Provides a common
forum for all the young people
of St. Basil's Church, and that
the Organization initiate,
coordinate, and direct
religious, social, educational,
and humanitarian programs
designed to promote the
involvement of its membership
in the Christian Faith and the
Melkite tradition.
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html

NAMW: Promotes and
supports vocations to the
priesthood and religious life in
the United States.
https://melkite.org/namw

Kondakion of the Nativity of the Theotokos, (Tone 4)
Through your holy birth, O Immaculate One, Joachim and
Anne were delivered from the shame of childlessness, and
Adam and Eve from the corruption of death. Your people,
redeemed from the debt of their sins, celebrate your birth
crying out to You: “the barren one gives birth to the
Mother of God, the Sustainer of our life!”

Epistle Gal 6:11-18,

PROKIMENON (Tone 6)

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance!
Stichon: To You, O Lord, | have called: O my Rock, be not
deaf to me!

READING from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians
BRETHREN, see with what large letters | am writing to you
with my own hand! All those who want to please in a
human way are forcing you to be circumcised merely to
avoid persecution because of the cross of Christ. For not
even the circumcised observe the Law: but they want you
to be circumcised that they may boast of your subjection
to external rites. But as for me, God forbid that | should
glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through
Whom the world is crucified to me, and | to the world. For
in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision but
a new creation is of any account. And whoever follow this
rule, peace and mercy be upon them and on God’s Israel.
From now on, let no man give me trouble, for | bear the
marks of the Lord Jesus in my body. The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.

ALLELUIA (Tone 1)

| have exalted one chosen out of my people. | have found
David my servant, and anointed him with holy chrism.
Stichon: For my hand shall support him, and my arm shall
make him strong.

Gospel John 3:13-17, Sunday before the feast of the Holy
Cross

The Lord said, “No one has gone up into heaven except the
One Who has come down from heaven: the Son of Man
Who is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in
the desert, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
those who believe in Him may not perish, but may have
life everlasting.” For God so loved the world that He gave
His only-begotten Son, that those who believe in Him may
not perish, but may have life everlasting. For God did not
send His Son into the world in order to judge the world,
but that the world might be saved through Him.

Hirmos of the Nativity of the Theotokos (Tone 8)

Mothers cannot be virgins, nor virgins mothers; and yet in
you, O Mother of God, both virginity and motherhood
were planned and fulfilled. Wherefore all the peoples of
the earth unceasingly extol you.
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https://melkite.org/maya
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
https://melkite.org/namw

Prayer for the dead

O God of all spirits and of all
flesh, who have destroyed
death, overcome the devil, and
given life to the world: grant, O
Lord to the souls of your
servants, who have departed
from this life, that they may rest
in a place of light, in a place of
happiness, in a place of peace,
where there is no pain, no grief,
no sighing. And since You are
gracious God and Lover of
mankind, forgive them every sin
they have committed by
thought, or word, or deed, for
there is not a man who lives
and does not sin: You alone are
without sin, your righteousness
is everlasting, and your word is
true.

For You are the Resurrection
and the Life, and the Repose of
your departed servants, O
Christ our God, and we render
glory to You, together with your
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving
Spirit, now and always and
forever and ever. Amen.

Divine Liturgy Intentions

THIS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2023; SUNDAY BEFORE THE PRECIOUS AND LIFE-GIVING CROSS. THIRD
DAY OF CELEBRATION OF THE NATVITY OF THE MOST HOLY MOTHER OF GOD.

9:00 a.m. DIVINE LITURGY:

+ KEVIN DURNIN (Birthday Remem.) by his wife Christine.

+ JOSEPH SOUCAR by Fowzi & Carol Assaf.

+ ELEANOR HAGGAR ALBANO (48" Anniv.) by the Family.

+ EDMA NAKHLEE LAYOUS by Deacon Gilbert & Mimi Altongy.

11:15 a.m. DIVINE LITURGY:

+ YOUSEF GEORGI DEEB by Mrs. Mariam Chaij and Family.

+ JOHN R. ROWEY by Michael and Afaf Ashkar.

+ MICHAEL TAHHAN (CA) by Rouaida Aghia & Family.

+ MARIE MARDO by The Woodward Family.

+ GEORGETTE A. SAGGAL (3rd Anniv.) by George & Kristen Baalbaki & Family.
+ MANSOUR KARRAZ by his wife Malake Chaghouri & Family.

+ EDMA NAKHLEE LAYOUS by Deacon Gilbert & Mimi Altongy.

.A




SACRIFICIAL GIVING: September 2 & 3, 2023: Budgets: $2,591.00 (Envelopes: $2,500.00, Loose: $91.00); Can-
dles: $72.00; Stole Offerings: $150.00; Building Fund: $215.00; Addi’tl Melkite Diocesan Support: $50.00; Ceme-
tery: $5260.00.

GENERAL HOME VISITATIONS, SICK CALLS, HOSPITAL VISITS: Father Ephrem has now been here three years
and is fully available for parish services. Just email him at office @stbasilthegreatchurch.com and leave him your
message. PLEASE! NO GRATUITIES! A cup of coffee or tea is just fine. He looks forward to in-person contact.

PLEASE NOTE: Anyone who is planning an ENGAGEMENT/BAPTISM/MARRIAGE RECEPTION PLANS is kindly
requested to notify a member of the clergy BEFORE reception/party plans are made. The Clergy may be already
scheduled for something else on the day that you have rented a hall/restaurant. Following this policy will help
avoid any later misunderstandings/hurt feeling.

SUMMIER IS SLOWLY COMING TO A CLOSE: Some people have been away on vacation, at summer homes, on
business trips, or visiting. A noticeable drop in the Sunday attendance and weekly donations has occurred with
all of our parishioners not coming to Church on a regular basis during this time. As a result, your Parish has real-
ly suffered heavily for these summer months as it attempts, with the assistance of those who are faithful, to
maintain the buildings, offices and life work of the community. Please do not neglect your responsibilities of the
expenses of your spiritual home that occur during the times that you are fortunately able to be away. Your sup-
port may be conveniently mailed in for each Sunday that you were and are away. Thank you for your anticipat-
ed, hopeful and loving concern!

First Formal Visitation of Bishop Francois to Rl which concurs with the 25™ Anniversary of our monumental
complex next weekend Saturday & Sunday, September 16 &17, 2023. Grand Banquet, Saturday, September 16
in the Cultural Center @ 6:00 p.m.; Solemn Pontifical Divine Liturgy, Sunday, 10 a.m. TODAY is the deadline for
tickets, and absolutely no tickets will be sold at the door. We look forward to each family and individuals re-
sponding positively 100% to this momentous occasion. Your generation and those that preceded you put their
heart and soul into this project. This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

“To get something you never had, you have to do something you never did.”

When God takes something from your grasp, He’s not punishing you, but merely opening your hands to receive
something better. Concentrate on this sentence, “The will of God will never take you where the Grace of God
will not protect you,” Something good will happen to you today, something that you have been waiting to hear.
‘God our Father, walk through my house and take away all my worries and illnesses and please watch over and
heal my family in your name. Amen.” Does God come first in your life? If so, stop and Watch what He does.
Amen!

ANY NEEDS, THOUGHTS, CONCERNS, QUESTIONS, MISUNDERSTANDINGS, SUGGESTIONS, ETC. they you may
have, please do not hesitate to contact any member of the Clergy or Council immediately, Explanations/
Corrections/ Discussions/Changes will never be made unless all bring these concerns to us. Let us remain the
united and caring community that we are.

REFLECTION: “When praying, don’t give God instructions — just report for duty.”

i
!

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Ask and you shall
receive, seek and you
shall find, knock and it
shall be opened," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos, Your Most
Holy Mother, | knock, |
seek, | ask that my prayer
be granted.

O Jesus, Who has said,
"All that you ask of the
Father in My Name, He
will grant you," through
the intercession of the
Theotokos Your Most Holy
Mother, | humbly and
urgently ask your Father
in your name that my
prayer will be granted.

0 Jesus, Who has said,
"Heaven and earth shall
pass away but My word
shall not pass away,"
through the intercession
of the Theotokos Your
Most Holy Mother, | feel
confident that my prayer
will be granted.
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September 14
St. Helenaq, the mother of St. Constantine, wanted to find the true
cross of Christ. When she found the cross she took it to the Bishop
of Jerusalem, S$t. Macarius, who showed it to all of the people. In
this icon, you can see S$t. Macarius displaying the cross and St.
Helena on his right side.
Grade 2-3 p. 5/30
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR

Beginning of the
Liturgical Year

1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 4:16-22

St Mammas

1 Corinthians 4:1-5
Matthew 23:1-12

3

14" Sunday after Pentecost
Bpuaiall s yde gl 2l

2 Corinthians 1:21-2:4
Matthew 22:2-14

4

Holy Prophet Moses

Galatians 2:11-16
Mark 5:24-34

5

Holy Prophet Zechariah

Galatians 2:21-3:7
Mark 6:1-7

by 4

6

The Miracle by Archangel
Michael at Colossus

Hebrews 2:2-10
Luke 10:16-21

7

Preparation of Nativity of
the Theotokos

Galatians 3:23-4:5
Mark 6:30-45

8 P

Nativity of the Theotokos
A1Y) 5ally Sl

Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 10:38-42, 11:27-28

2

Sts Joachim and Anne

1 Corinthians 2:6-9
Matthew 10:37-11:1

10 11 12 13 14 = @ |15 “ 16
Sunday before Holy Cross St Theodora Leave-taking of the Preparation of the Exaltation of the Holy St Nicetas Saturday after Holy
) 0 aad) Nativity of the Theotokos Exaltation of the Holy Cross Cross
calall Js Cross uddal) culeal) 2,
Galatians 6:11-18 Galatians 4:28-5:10 Galatians 5:11-21 Hebrews 3:1-6 1 Corinthians 1:18-24 Ephesians 1:7-17 1 Corinthians 1:26-2:5
John 3:13-17 John 12:19-36 John 11:47-54 John 12:25-36 John 19:6-11,13-20, 25-35 | Mark 8:1-10 John 8:21-30
17 18 19 20 121 22 “123
Sundav after Holv Cross St Eumenios of Gortyna Sts Trophimos, Sts Eustathios, T i Leave-taking of the St Phocas of Sinope Conception of St John
g and Dorymedes Agapios and Theopistos aaation of the Holy the Forerunner
Galatians 2:16-20 Ephesians 1:22.2:3 Ephesians 2:19-3:7 Ephesians 3:8-21 Ephesians 4:14-17 Ephesians 4:17-25 Galatians 4:22-27
Mark 8:34-9:1 Luke 3:19-22 Luke 3:23-4:1 Luke 4:1-15 Luke 4:16-22 Luke 4:22-30 Luke 1:5-25
24 25 26 27 28 29 ~130
1%t Sunday after Holy Cross St Euphrosyne Passing of St John the St Callistratos and his St Chariton St Cyriacos St Gregory of Armenia

culall 2 2 Jg¥) aY)

2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1
Luke 5:1-11

Ephesians 4:25-32
Luke 4:38-44

Apostle

1 John 4:12-19
John 19:25-27, 21:24-25

companions

Ephesians 5:25-33
Luke 5:33-39

Ephesians 5:33-6:9
Luke 6:12-19

Ephesians 6:18-24
Luke 6:17-23

1 Corinthians 15:39-45
Luke 5:17-26

% Church Major Feasts

@ Abstain from Meat

@ Fast from midnight until noon

Lenten Season

“And God has raised up the Lord, and he will also raise up us by his own power.” (1 Corinthians 6:14)
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Bishop Francois’ Formal visitation
and 25t Anniversary of New Saint Basil complex in Lincoln, R.l.

Saturday, September 16, 2023
6:00 pmto 12:30 am

Formal Dinner (Appropriate Attire)
Classical Music
Hafla with Andre Keedy and Ensemble
Mazza & Dinner will be served

Tickets $60 adult - $45 MYO & children 5 years and up
Deadline for tickets Sunday, September 10™, 2023

One Divine Liturgy will be celebrated on Sunday September 17 at 10:00 am
Following the Divine Liturgy a complimentary barbeque luncheon

Phone: (401) 722-1345 | Fax: (401) 722-2436
Address : 15 Skyview Drive, Lincoln, R1 02865 | Website : wwwistbasilthegreatchurch.com



R} ‘ 7 Mailing Address:
y Rectory

111 Cross Street i

Central Falls, R1 02863 H 5

Tel. (401) 722-1345
Fax (401) 722-2436

Melkite Catholic Church 15 Skyview Drive, Lincoln, R1 02865
Visit us on the web: www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com

DONATIONS

Al contributions will be allocated to the St. Basil's Building Fund.

< There are three levels of donations:
< Large donations of over $500.00 will be identified as "LEVEL ONE"
< Donations of $100.00 or more will be listed as "LEVEL TWO"
< Donations starting at $50.00 or more will be listed as "LEVEL THREE"
< All donations of $50.00 or more will receive a one-line acknowledgment.
< All donor's names will be listed in a souvenir pamphlet to be distributed at the event or will be sent by mail if the donor is
not able to attend.
TICKET AND DONATION DEADLINE, SUNDAY, September 10, 2023.

"\' /,/ NAME AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR IN THE LISTIN
LE @/} X/, Q%/N{w{?j ; =

e ADDRESS:

Bishop Francois’ Formal visitation oy STATE
and 25t Anniversary of New Saint Basil complex in Lincoln, R.IL

TELEPHONE NUMBER:

Saturday, September 146, 2023

6:00 pm to 12:30 am TICKET ORDER FORM
Formal Dinner (Appropriate Attire) FOR ALL TICKETS AND TABLE RESERVATIONS
_ Classical Music Please complete this form with your check payable to "St. Basil the Great Church" and mail to St. Basil's
Hafla with Ar‘d'_'e Kee‘j_y and Ensemble Rectory at 111 Cross St., Central Faits, RI 02863, or place in church collection basket.
Mazza & Dinner will be served Ticket deadline is Sunday, September 10, 2023.
Tickets $60 adult - $45 MYO & children 5 years and up # Adult Tickets @$60 each
Deadline for tickets Sunday, September 10™, 2023 @ $45 each
# MYO and Children over 5 Years
One Divine Liturgy will be celebrated on Sunday September 17 at 10:00 am
Following the Divine Liturgy a complimentary barbeque luncheon Name Total Enclosed
Address
Phone: (401) 722-1345 | Fax: (401) 722-2436
Phone

Address : 15 Skyview Drive, Lincoln, R1 02865 | Website : wwwistbasilthegreatchurch.com

Dear Family of St. Basil’s

We are excited once again to announce the upcoming visitation of our Father and Bishop Francois
Beyrouti to our parish, as well as we are thrilled to welcome among us for the first time, His Excellen-
cy Bishop Richard Henning, the new Bishop of Providence. To make this event a success and to secure
your attendance, we kindly request your support in two important ways:

1. Donations: Your generous donations will help cover the costs associated with hosting this special
event. Any amount you can contribute will be greatly appreciated. Please consider making a donation

by mail, by putting it in the collection basket, or online by following the link ponations - st. Basil the Great
Melkite Catholic Church, Rhode Island (stbasilthegreatchurch.com) .

2. Ticket Orders: To ensure that we can accommodate everyone who wishes to attend the event, we
kindly request that you place your ticket orders in advance. Tickets are available at Church door until
September 10, or you can purchase the online as well by following the link ponations - st. Basil the Great Melkite
Catholic Church, Rhode Island (stbasilthegreatchurch.com) . Absolutely no tickets will be sold at the door after Septem-
ber 10.

Your support and presence are vital in making this visitation and the celebration of the 25" anniver-
sary of our Church Complex a memorable and spiritually uplifting occasion. We look forward to wel-
coming Our Bishops and celebrating together as a family.

Thank you for your generosity and commitment.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Ephrem & Fr. Joe


https://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/donations.html
https://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/donations.html
https://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/donations.html
https://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/donations.html
https://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/donations.html
https://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/donations.html
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The Church’s veneration of Mary has always been rooted in her
obedience to God, her willing choice to accept a humanly
impossible calling. The Orthodox Church has always emphasized
Mary’s connection to humanity and delighted in her as the best,
purest, most sublime fruition of human history and of man’s quest
for God, for ultimate meaning, for ultimate content of human life.

If in Western Christianity veneration of Mary was centered upon
her perpetual virginity, the heart of Orthodox Christian East’s
devotion, contemplation, and joyful delight has always been her
Motherhood, her flesh and blood connection to Jesus Christ. The
East rejoices that the human role in the divine plan is pivotal. The
Son of God comes to earth, appears in order to redeem the world,
He becomes human to incorporate man into His divine vocation,
but humanity takes part in this. If it is understood that Christ’s “co-
nature” with us is as a human being and not some phantom or
bodiless apparition, that He is one of us and forever united to us
through His humanity, then devotion to Mary also becomes
understandable, for she is the one who gave Him His human
nature, His flesh and blood. She is the one through whom Christ
can always call Himself “The Son of Man.”

Son of God, Son of Man...God descending and becoming man so
that man could become divine, could become partaker of the
divine nature (2 Peter 1:4), or as the teachers of Church expressed
it, “deified.” Precisely here, in this extraordinary revelation of
man’s authentic nature and calling, is the source that gratitude
and tenderness which cherishes Mary as our link to Christ and, in
Him, to God. And nowhere is this reflected more clearly that in the
Nativity of the Mother of God. Nothing about this event is
mentioned anywhere in the Holy Scriptures. But why should there
be? Is there anything remarkable, anything especially unique
about the normal birth of a child, a birth like any other? The
Church began to commemorate the event with a special feast...
because, on the contrary, the very fact that it is routine discloses

something fresh and radiant about everything we call routine and
ordinary, it gives new depth to the unremarkable details of human
life...And with each birth the world is itself in some sense created
anew and given as a gift to this new human being to be his life, his
path, his creation.

This feast therefore is first a general celebration of Man’s birth,
and we no longer remember the anguish, as the Gospel says, “for
joy that a human being is born into the world” (Jn. 16:21).
Secondly, we now know whose particular birth, whose coming we
celebrate: Mary’s. We know the uniqueness, the beauty, the grace
of precisely this child, her destiny, her meaning for us and for the
whole world. And thirdly, we celebrate all who prepared the way
for Mary, who contributed to her inheritance of grace and
beauty..And therefore the Feast of her Nativity is also a
celebration of human history, a celebration of faith in man, a
celebration of man.

Sadly, the inheritance of evil is far more visible and better known.
There is so much evil around us that this faith in man, in his
freedom, in the possibility of handing down a radiant inheritance
of goodness has almost evaporated and been replaced by cynicism
and suspicion. This hostile cynicism and discouraging suspicion are
precisely what seduce us to distance ourselves from the Church
when it celebrates with such joy and faith this birth of a little girl in
whom are concentrated all the goodness, spiritual beauty,
harmony and perfection that are elements of genuine human
nature. Thus, in celebrating Mary’s birth we find ourselves already
on the road to Bethlehem, moving toward the joyful mystery of
Mary as the Mother to God.

Through your holy birth, O Immaculate One, Joachim and Anne were
delivered from the shame of childlessness, and Adam and Eve from the
corruption of death. Your people, redeemed from the debt of their
sins, cry out to you to honor your birth: “the barren one gives birth to
the Mother of God the Sustainer of our life!”



September 14

The Feast of the Universal
Exaltation of the Precious and §
Life-Giving Cross is celebrated
each year on September 14. The
Feast commemorates the finding
of the True Cross of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ by Saint
Helen, the mother of the
Emperor Constantine.

The Story of the Exaltation of
the Holy Cross

Saint Helen the mother of Saint
Constantine the Great, when she
was already advanced in years,
undertook, in her great piety, the
hardships of a journey to
Jerusalem in search of the Cross, about the year 325 A.D.

The Venerable Saint Helen had the statue of the pagan goddess
destroyed, and the earth removed, revealing the Tomb of Our Lord, and
three crosses. Of these, it was believed that one must be that of Our Lord,
the other two of the thieves crucified with Jesus; but Saint Helen was at a
loss which one might be the Wood of Our salvation.

At the inspiration of Saint Macarius, Archbishop of Jerusalem, who was
already at the point of death from a certain disease, was brought to touch
the crosses, and as soon as he came near to the Cross of Our Lord, he was
made perfectly whole. Consequently, the precious Cross was lifted on high
by Archbishop Macarius of Jerusalem; as he stood on the ambo, and when
the Christians beheld it, they cried out, "Kyrie eleison" ("Lord have
mercy."). It should be noted that after its discovery, a portion of the
Venerable and Life-Giving Cross was taken to Constantinople as a blessing.
The rest was left in Jerusalem in the magnificent Church built by Saint
Helen, until the year 614 A.D. At that time, the Persians plundered
Palestine and took the Holy Cross to their own country (see Jan. 22, Saint
Anastasius the Persian). Late, in the year 628 A.D., Emperor Heraclius set
out on a military campaign, retrieved the Holy Cross, and after bringing it
to Constantinople, himself escorted it back to Jerusalem, where he stored
it to its place. The Church is called the Church of the Resurrection and the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre.

THE GREAT FEASTS OF THE CHURCH are each celebrations of an aspect of
the mystery of Christ: Of these feasts Pascha is considered “the Feast of
Feasts,” the center of our Church life, the mystery of Christ’s resurrection.
While Pascha is celebrated with feasting, the Great and Holy Week which
leads up to Pascha observes the last events of Christ’s earthly life along
with His death and burial by fasting.

Each Sunday celebrates the resurrection with the Eucharistic banquet,
while each Wednesday and Friday remembers Christ’s betrayal and death
—again, with fasting.

Next in importance to Pascha are “the Twelve Great Feasts” which
celebrate events of Christ’s life, of His Mother, of His ascension and the
coming of the Spirit. Several of these are preceded by days or seasons of
fasting. The feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross is the only one
observed by simultaneous feasting and fasting!

Our Reasons for Feasting

The immediate historical events celebrated on this feast are, first of all,
the unearthing of the Cross in the fourth century during the expedition led
by St Helena to adorn the Holy Land with fitting shrines to Christ. The

second event remembered is
the recovery of the cross in the
seventh century by Byzantine
forces fourteen years after it
had been captured by Persian
invaders.

Two traditions common among
Eastern Christians celebrate
the discovery of the cross. It is
said that St. Helena’s workmen
were led to the site of the cross
by the fragrant aroma of basil
growing there. It is customary
to adorn the cross and, in some
places, the entire church with
sprigs of basil. Some basil
would be given to people when
they venerate the Cross to take home and adorn their icons. In some parts
of Greece basil would be ground and added to the dough used to make
prosphora.

A second festive act observed throughout the Middle East in both
Byzantine and Oriental Churches is the lighting of bonfires, usually after
the vespers or vigil of the feast. When the cross was unearthed by St.
Helena’s expedition, the news of this discovery was spread from
Jerusalem to Constantinople by a series of bonfires set on the mountains
along the coast through Asia Minor. Today’s bonfires are a popular re-
enactment of that event.

The recovery of the Cross is remembered by another festive act — the one
which gives this feast its name. When the victorious Byzantine army
returned the Cross to Jerusalem, Patriarch Zachariah “exalted” the Cross,
lifting it high for the veneration of the people who continually cried out
Kyrie eleison as they gazed on the Cross. In our ceremony of the
exaltation, the Cross is raised high in each direction — north, south, east
and west — to bless the entire world as the people repeatedly chant Kyrie
eleison.

The first sticheron sung at vespers on this feast echoes this festive
sentiment: “By its elevation, the Cross is like an appeal to the whole
creation to adore the blessed Passion of Christ our God who was
suspended on it, for Christ destroyed by this Cross the one who had
destroyed us. In His great goodness, He brought us back to life after we
had been dead, and He beatified us and made us worthy of Heaven, for He
is merciful. Wherefore, we exalt His name with great rejoicing and glorify
His infinite condescension.”

Sharing in the Mystery of the Cross

“The Lord accomplished our salvation by His death on the Cross: on the
Cross He tore up the handwriting of our sins; through the Cross He
reconciled us with our God and Father; and through the Cross He brought
down upon us grace-filled gifts and all heavenly blessings. But this is the
Lord’s Cross itself. Each of us becomes a partaker of its salvific power in no
other way than through our personal cross.

“When the personal cross of each of us is united with Christ’s Cross, the
power and effect of the latter is transferred to us and becomes, as it were,
a conduit through which ‘every good gift and every perfect grace’ (James
1:17) is poured forth upon us from the Cross of Christ.

“From this it is evident that the personal cross of each of us is as essential
to the work of salvation as the Cross of Christ.” St Theophan the Recluse
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CATECHETICAL SUNDAY: is an annual observance which is nationally observed this year on
September 17, 2023. However, registration took place, Sunday, September 10*" after the 9:00
a.m. Liturgy in the classrooms and the teachers emphasized the importance of our teaching and
learning ministry as Christians at the beginning of our religious education program. Registrations
will end on Sunday, September 17.

If you haven't registered your children yet, please follow the links below to complete
the registration of your children according to their grade.

- Pre-K https://bit.ly/3z1RNk8

- Kindergarten https://bit.ly/3sulviU

- 15 Grade https://bit.ly/3syygNh

- 2" Grade https://bit.ly/3mem8sg
- 3" Grade https://bit.ly/3mfh9Yn
- 4™ Grade https://bit.ly/3swVGuV
- 5™ Grade https://bit.ly/2W8VIgu
- 6™ Grade https://bit.ly/3AUdPG6
- 7™ Grade https://bit.ly/3mhcrir

- 8™ Grade https://bit.ly/3z5YjX2

The Annual Barbecue for the Sunday School Children and their Families will take place next Sun-
day, September 17", at 10:00 a.m., following the Pontifical Divine Liturgy with our Father and
Bishop Francois Beyrouti .


https://bit.ly/3z1RNk8
https://bit.ly/3suJv1U
https://bit.ly/3syyqNh
https://bit.ly/3mem8sg
https://bit.ly/3mfh9Yn
https://bit.ly/3swVGuV
https://bit.ly/2W8VIgu
https://bit.ly/3AUdPG6
https://bit.ly/3mhcrJr
https://bit.ly/3z5YjX2

Join us (MYOQO) as we start a
new year.
Welcome all teenagers
(13-17)

Be a part of the St. Basils
youth and Have FUN!&»

We will have our first meeting
this Sunday (September 10th)
@ 11:00 am
Classroom 4
If you can’t make it,call or
text us
Joe Massud 1-508-802-7585
Or
Chris Barrett 1-401-265-0386



THE FEAST OF THE EXALTATION
OF THE HOLY AND LIFE-GIVING CROSS

St Bassil’'s The Great Melkite Greek Catholic Church
invites you to celebrate

The Feast of the Exaltation

of the Holy and Life-Giving Cross
On Wednesday, September 13th at 6:00 pm
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ST. BASIL

LINCOLN, RI
15 Skyview Drive, meoln. RI

- Geed Gair

Saturday, October 28, 10am -6 pm
Sunday, October 29, 10am-4 pm

Holiday Wreaths * Penny Social * Raffles

Syrian food sold in bulk
and individual dinners

Syrian String Cheese * Syrian Pastry
Candy *» Meatball Sandwiches

Come and Enjoy our delicious food and
sweets with family and friends

We accept credit cards ($5 min)
We are following CDC covid guidelines



https://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/
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St. Basil’s Fellowship Presents...
Paint & Wine & Cheese Night

Learn to create your own painting!
Sip on Glasses of Wine or Coffee &
Enjoy some Cheese & Crackers or Pastry
Wednesday, October 4, 2023
6:30 p.m.

St. Basil’s Cultural Center
$20 per person

(includes supplies & refreshments)

Instructor is our own Jerry Aissis i "

Limited class size is 50 people.
Must be 21 years or older.

To reserve your seat, sign the sign-up sheet
See Joyce Perry or Samir Boudjouk for tickets.
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m EaSte MAZAGANGI BAND
Arabian Music

Live Entertainment £  sawrday

& Sunday

Friday,

St. George Maronite Catholic Church
1493 Cranston Street, Cranston RI

Friday, September 15": 3pm-12am
Saturday, September 16": 12pm-12am
Sunday, Spetember 17": 11:30am-7pm

FRE3 ARNSSIEN AND RARNG




SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 07, 2023

ST. SHARBEL PARISH CENTER
300 N. EASTERN AVENUE
FALL RIVER, MA 02723

SAINT ANTHONY
OF THE DESERT CHURCH

Cordzally invites you 1o a lovely

TI T

L
RAMI BApR

WITH BACHIR KHoupy
KEYBOARD AND BAND

COCKTAIL HOUR @ 7:00PM
DINNER SERVED @ 8:00PM
VIP $85

(GENERAL TICKETS $65
YOUTH 11IYR ~ 18YR - $40
CHILDREN 4YR ~ 10YR - $25
INCLUDES MEZZA, DINNER
AND DESSERT

ON

CASH BAR

AT THE DOOR

For information or ticket purchase:

Rectory Office:

P: 508-672-7653 or saotd@verizon.net
Proceeds to benefit St. Anthony of
the Desert Church




Divine Liturgy
. Sunday at 9:00 am & 11:15 am

The Holy Sacrament of Reconciliation is available be-
fore and after the Divine Liturgy or by appointment.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Wotoorme t6

St. Basil The Great
» Melkite Greek Catholic Church

Check our website
for Church news and updates at
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com

On Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilMelkiteChurchRI1/

YouTube
https://bit.ly/2VigvnS

Contact us for information and ideas
office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com

? 2 COR 9:7

Donations are greatly appreciated especially during this
pandemic crisis. Please click on the link below to donate.
Thank you and God bless you and yours.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

As of 12/30/2022

St. Basil the Great
Melkite Greek Catholic Church

15 Skyview Drive Lincoln, Rl 02865

Sharing our Faith

SECURING OUR FUTURE

Campaign Facts: Parish Community Facts:

Total Registered Families: 415

Outstanding Goal: $340,000 @ Active Families: 250

Contribution Ranges: $20 to $50,100 % of Active Families Participation: 51%

“It’s not about how much we give, but how much love we put into giving”
-Mother Teresa

Current & Future Projects:

7

Church Roof Repair: Project completed, estimated s =

Parking Lot Sealing: Project complete at both Rectory &
cost of $400,000...final cost $321,000.

Church...final cost $14,000.

Rectory Roof Repair: Proposals received, estimated

,v",':',/A ‘ N
q:l ')
\_) cost $18,000, pending review.

Interior Repairs, Expand Storage & Vent Cleaning: Partial
proposals received. Vent cleaning estimated cost $9,000.

Exterior/Masonry /Walkway Repairs: Awaiting

Church Window Repairs: Proposals received,
estimated cost $9,000, pending review. proposals.

HVAC & Boiler Replacement: Proposals received,
estimated cost $196,000.

\ Security Cameras/Door Upgrades: Camera system

complete, final cost $10,500. Door proposal received,

pending review.
Flooring Upgrades: Proposal received, estimated
cost $50,000 (carpeting for Church, Cultural Center,

office & hallway), pending review.

Important Highlights

We are extremely grateful to all of those who have contributed and supported the campaign thus far.

The finance committee has begun strategy planning on maximizing the return of current financial reserves for future projects. God willing, this will
prevent the need for another capital campaign and allow for a more spiritual focus!

As reflected above, donations have varied in amounts, we do not expect everyone to support with the same amount...However, we do pray that
everyone will support this important campaign!

This is an open and transparent campaign, if you have any questions, suggestion, or concerns Fr. Ephrem or any of the committee members would be
more than happy review/discuss during coffee hour or feel free to call them at the numbers listed below.

For more information contact any of the committee Jeff Boudjouk: 401-441-2737
members, click here, or scan this code with your

Ann Sabbagh: 508-243-1190
Smartphone Camera!

Kyle Mardo: 401-578-5369



ADVERTISEMENTS

MASSUD&SOMNS

—— FLOOR COWVERIMNG, INC., —
ESTABLISHED 1972

(401) 724-6674
772 Dexter Street., Central Falls, RI

www.massudflooring.com
Carpets-Vinyl-Hardwood-Laminate-Ceramic Tile
“Come See The Massud Family Today”

— FAMILY ——
OWNED & OPERATED

FOR OVER 48 YEARS!

Schedule your appointment

JAMES M. PROCTER
SALES MANAGER
NMLS# 23362

TOLLFREE:  844500-5552X3501
* DIRECT: 4015891601
o MOBILE : 4017441532
NALIONS e#ax: 866-449-9855

o JAMES.PROCTER@NATIONSLENDING.COM

lending

RI 02920

800 OAKLAWN AVE. SUITE C-201, CRANSTON,

New England Stone

15 Branch Pike
Smithfield, Rl 02917
(401) 232-2040

Monuments . Benches . Paving Blocks

MICHELLE H. LEFRANCOIS
Sales Associate

369 South Main St.

Providence, RI 02903

401-274-1644
Lila Delman M 401-935-5854

F 401-331-1719
Real Estate
E Michelle.Lefrancois@LilaDelman.com

RAHEB LAW

JOSEPH RAHEB, ESQ. ALEXANDER J. RAHEB, ESQ.
SAMUEL J. RAHEB, ESQ. ADRIENNE F. RAHEB, ESQ.

650 GEO. WASHINGTON HWY., #200
LINCOLN, RHODE ISLAND 02865

phone 401-333-3377 fax 401-334-4152

STEPHEN M. CUSHMAN, CPA., MST

‘AH ”””ll Certified Public Accountants

Mardo, Lachapelle & Palumbo, LLP
221 Broadway Providence RI (}Z‘B(H

401-274-8400
Fax : 401-274-9242
Email: steve@mlcpa.com

webpage: micpa.com

€

LINCOLN TAX SERVICES

nnnnnnnnnnnnn

SHARON DESIMoNE, EA
401-651-1112
LincolnTaxServicesof RlI@yahoo.com
650 George Washington Hwy.
Lincoln, Rl 02865-4206

TEL.(508) 222-0002
FAX (508) 222-9095

JAMES A. BRIDEN

COOGAN SMITH, LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

144 BANK STREET - P. O. BOX 2320

Jjab@ coogansmith.com ATTLEBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 02703

REGAL CONSULTING GROUP
REAL ESTATE CONSULTING AND VALUATION

MICHAEL P. LEFRANCOIS JR.

PRESIDENT & CHIEF CONSULTANT
640 GEORGE WASHINGTON HWY-BLDG B
SUITE 103-LINCOLN RI 02865
401-626-6619
MIKE@REGALCGROUP.COM

Proud to be part of your community.
401.233.4700 — www.nhavigantcu.org

COSTIGAN O’NEILL FUNERAL HOME
Phone: (401) 723-4035
220 COTTAGE STRLELCT - PAWTUCKET, RI 02860
John H. O’Neill

Vincent P. O’Neill
“Catholfic Funeral Directors”™
FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATION SERVICES

New location:
3102 Mendon Rd. Cumberland, Rl 02864
Phone: (401) 658-1155



https://nbgqa.com/new-england-stone/

ADVERTISEMENTS

NAYCO

Great Family Store

190 Front Street
Lincoln Shopping Center

724-7504

Gonsalves/Pastore Realty
@NUI}’ZI 126 Broad Street, Cumberland,
®

R1 02864
V. Edward Fayan

Broker/Associate * Licensed in Rl & MA
Bus: 401-728-2770 Cell : 401-474-7279

Shirley A. Moon Lemay, CPITW

‘ Tel : 401-725-0070
: o Fax:401-726-2620
: Blals P.O. Box 158, One Walker Street

INSURANCE Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865

%N Hope Artiste Village
1005 Main Street, Unit 1204
LAW..

Keith E. Fayan, Esq.

| Pawtucket, RI-02860
T:401-475-2755 F: 401-223-6387
kef@fayanlaw.com

Admitted in Mass & Rl

www.fayanlaw.com

A Brilliant Choice!

Diamond Carl J. Sahady

President
Narragansett Shopping Plaza
(Next to Stop & Shop)

Cleaners Pawtuckett, Rhode Island

Park Printers, Inc
Service-Quality-Affordability

Full service Printing since 1976
496 Power Road, Pawtucket, RI
401-728-8650

TRIE SRFORBARLE
: FRLURIBER & S0
LICENSED Yo .
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“NO JOB TOO SMALL"

Elfe X lernclors

“CUSTOMIZE YOUR DREAMS”
SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM MADE JEWELRY & ON-SITE
JEWELRY AND WATCH REPAIR WHILE YOU WAIT
CASH 4 *GOLD/SILVER/ DIAMONDS/PLATINUM*
SAMI KARRAZ, PRESIDENT - 508-643-3543
ELIEJEWELERS@COMCAST.NET
999 SOUTH WASHINGTON ST., N. ATTLEBORO, MA 02760
(EMERALD SQUARE MALL LOCATED ON THE FIRST FLOOR)

Feel Better Live Better
eel ette ve bette Lincoln: 401.475.6599

Cranston: 401.533.9616
N. Smithfield: 401.597.5840

\ .
ELITE Warwick: 401.737.4581
PrivsiCaL THERADY E. Greenwwh: 401.398.7988
L - Providence: 401.276.0800
Coventry: 401.615.3140

YouR HEALTH. YOUR CHOICE.

Lincoln: 401.475.6599

PATRICIA MELKOUN VP of Administration
www.elitephysicaltherapy.com
pmelkoun@elitephysicaltherapy.com

Ve Offshore Seafood

‘Quality at its best’
Fresh Frozen

Bob Marcoux 401-737-3763

Northeast |

INVESTMENT GROUP

Jeffrey M. Boudjouk
Managing Partner - Wealth Advisor
jeff@northeastinvestmentgroup.com

Phone: 401-213-8315 - Toll Free: 855-232-6748 « eFax: 401-329-0039
1000 Chapel View Blvd., Suite 200 - Cranston, RI 02920
www.northeastinvestmentgroup.com

el WL w Thinking About Selling?
ez KELLERWILLIAMS %%/ Contact Justin for a Complimentary Home Valuation

Justin Dower

Listing Specialist & Realtor®
Licensed in RI, MA & NY

@ (631) 466-1399

Find me: Justin.SpectrumREC.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated  Equal Housing Opportunity




