
 

 

St. Basil the Great 

Melkite Greek Catholic Church 

St 

 

January 7, 2024 

Address  

15 Skyview Drive 

Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865  

Tel (401) 722-1345  

Parish Website 

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

Facebook   

https://www.facebook.com/

StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek 

CatholicChurchRI/ 

YouTube  

https://bit.ly/3gkI2Uk 

Email 

office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

 

Office hours  

Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm  

 Divine Liturgy  

Winter Schedule Begins This week 

Saturday: 9:00 AM  

Sunday: 11:15 AM 

 

Pastoral Emergencies  

and anointing of the sick   

(401)722-1345  

Holy Mysteries 

 

Reconciliation 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will 
be available before and after the 
Divine Liturgy or by appointment 

 

Baptism 

Please arrange with the pastor 

 

Marriage 

A notice of at least 6 months should 
be given to the pastor, before the 
proposed wedding date to arrange 

for the required interview and 
instructions 

 نشيد القيامة باللحن السابع
 الموت، وفتحت للصِ الفردوس، 

َ
 بصليبك

َ
لاشيت

 أن 
َ
 رسلك

َ
وحولت نوحَ حاملات الطيب الى فرحٍ، وأمرت

 
ً
 الاله، مانحا

ُ
، أيها المسيح

َ
ين بأنك قد قمت يكرزوا مبشر

 . العالم عظيمَ الرحمة
 

 نشيد عيد الظهور باللحن الاول 

 لهله هالهو ، 
ُ
ي نهرِ الاردن، ظهههرَ السهُهود

 يا ربّ ف 
َ
ي اعتمادك

ف 

 
ً
 أ هه هها

َ
 أيههاك

ً
 بههالًهههههادأ، مسههمههيهها

َ
 اتبد  ههَههدل لههك

َ
 تههوت

َ
فههَن

 الهلهلهمهة. فهيها مهن 
َ
 حَيَة

ُ
.  والروحُ  هيئةد حمامةٍ يؤيد

ً
محبوبا

 لك. 
ُ
 المُد

ُ
 الاله

ُ
 ظهرَ وانارَ العالم، أيها المسيح

 

  
 نشيد للسابق باللحن الثان 

 
َ
 فههحههسههبُههك

ُ
يههههها السهها ههي

ا
 أ
َ
نههت
ا
مهها أ
ا
ههديههيد بههالههمههديههح. أ  ههارههارُ الصد

هههم   مهن الانهاهيهاند أنهفهسد
َ
ف  أشر

ً
 حَا

َ
 الرب. فَد ظهرت

ُ
شهادأ

هوا بههه. لههالههك  ه
ي الههمههُههارذ مههن َ شر 

 ف 
َ
ههعههمههد

ُ
 أن  

َ
إذ أهههمههلههت

 
ً
ي الُحيهمد أياها

 للاينَ ف 
ً
 مشورا

َ
ت
، وبشر 

ّ
 عن الحي

َ
ناضلت

 الهعهالهم، ومه هحَه ها 
َ
بالإله الاذ ظهرَ بهالهُهسهد، ورفهيَ َهطهيهئهة

 عظيمَ الرحمة

 

 

 

 

 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 7)  
You destroyed Death by your cross. You opened 
paradise to the thief. You changed the weeping of the 
myrrh-bearers, and commanded your apostles to 
proclaim that You, O Christ God, have risen, granting 
to the world great mercy. 
 
Troparion of Theophany (Tone 1)  

At Your Baptism in the Jordan, O Lord, the worship of 

the Trinity was revealed: for the Father’s voice bore 

witness to You by calling You his Beloved Son, and the 

Spirit in the form of a dove confirmed the truth of 

these words. O Christ God who have appeared to us, 

and enlightened the world, glory to You. 

Troparion of St. John, the Forerunner (Tone 2) 

The memory of the just is mentioned with praise.  As 

for you, O Forerunner, the Lord’s witness is enough: 

indeed, you were greater than the prophets since you 

were found worthy to baptize in the waters the One 

they could but announce. You have fought for the 

sake of truth and proclaimed to those in Hades that 

God who appeared in the flesh has taken away the 

sins of the world and bestowed His great mercy upon 

us.  

 Sunday After Theophany - 2nd Day of Celebration of the Theophany -  
Holy Synaxis in honor of the Prophet and Glorius Forerunner John the Baptist 

http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gSoG7RG4sA-lGDWDfFIE4hFNeub9DgACqHVjFC25_XLZYIOxnKWCfvSk
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3gkI2Uk%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3A4ZovTontTErgD-KhDBkZAqs9QkFTlT-dWmDF16jJlbbjf1K3HeSg2ag&h=AT0l5abQIbAo_FiI6C90Jrc-zoSOPpjSiOu0Xz8dZmmbbOqnLKYOfBoKDMOrOVpIBM-PJOxEe5s7WvS5OeAhdguFWCFUmiLlnGaUn1xuJHbaD74fN0-3Hd3dRV
mailto:office@stbasilthegreat@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Our church organizations: 

 

MAYA: Organization of 

Melkite Catholics ages 18 – 26 

(and at least 1 year out of high 

school) under patronage of our 

bishop, the Most Reverend 

Nicholas Samra.   

https://melkite.org/maya  

 

MYO: Provides a common 

forum for all the young people 

of St. Basil's Church, and that 

the Organization initiate, 

coordinate, and direct 

religious, social, educational, 

and humanitarian programs 

designed to promote the 

involvement of its membership 

in the Christian Faith and the 

Melkite tradition.  

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html 

 

NAMW: Promotes and 

supports vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life in 

the United States.   

https://melkite.org/namw  

 

 

 

 طروبارية القديس باسيليوس

  
 
هت
ا
هل هبد
َ
ي رل الأرض. فهانههها قهد ق

 ف 
َ
ك
ُ
 م طَ

َ
لَد ذاع

 ،
ً
 إلهههههيّهها

ً
  ههيههانهها

َ
هه ههت الههعههَهها ههد رههلامههك، الههاذ بههه  ههئ 

 
َ
 أَههلا 

َ
ههمههت

 
 الههلهها هه ههات، ونههظ

َ
 ةههبههيههعههة

َ
وأوضههحههت

 ،  ذو الهوههه هوت الهمهلهو ي
. فيا أيها اتبُ الهبهارذ البشر

ي َلاص نفوس ا. 
 إ تهل إلى المسيحِ الإله ف 

 

نشيد الختام )القنداق( لعيد الظهور باللحن 

 الرابع

 قد ارتسم 
َ
 للمسكونةد يا رب، ونورُك

َ
اليولَ ظهرت

 
َ
 عن معرفة. لَد أ يت

َ
علي ا، نحنُ مُسبحيك

 أيها ال ورُ الاذ لا يُدن  م ه. 
َ
 وظهرت

 

 رسالة المعمدان / مقدمة الرسالة

ي 
وكيمن   والليلويا  ؤَا من كهتهاب الهرسها هل ف  البر

ي 
ي   –السهها ههي مههن رههانههون الهه ههان   ههارههار  ههامههي لههلهه هه ر

 -الهههوهههريهههم السههها هههي الهههمهههُهههيهههد يهههوحههه ههها الهههمهههعهههمهههدان

والههرسههالههة لههيههول الههُههمههعههة مههن الاسههبههوع السههادس 

 للفصح. 

 يفرح الصدييُ بالربّ، ويتورلُ علية

عي اليك
ي ع د  ض 

 استمي يا اُلله تون 

 

 )8-1: 11الرسالة أعمال الرسل 

 
 
ي كورنهسهس، أن

سُ ف 
ُ
 ابُل
َ
ي  لك الايال، ا في إذ ران

ف 

 افسُههسَ، 
َ
ي الهه هوا ي الههعهالههيهة وبههله 

 ف 
َ
 هولههسَ ا ههتههاز

 من التلاميا. فَالَ لهم: هل نلتمُ 
ً
وتادف بعاا

الههروح الههَههدسَ لههمهها امهه ههتههم   فههَههالههوا لههه: لا، بههل 

دسٌ. قال فبأذّ معمودية 
ُ
 روحٌ ق

ُ
سمع ا أنه يو د

اعتمد م  قالوا بمعموديةد يهوحه ها. فهَهال  هولهس: 

ههد بههمههعههمههوديههةد الههتههوبههة، قهها ههلا   
ان يههوحهه هها قههد عههم 

ي بهعهدبُ أذ بهالهمهسهيهحِ 
للًعب ليؤم هوا بهالهاذ يهأن 

ا سمعوا اعهتهمهدوا بهاسهمد الهربد يسهوع. 
يسوع. فلم 

ووضي  ولسُ يهديهة عهلهيهههم فهحهل  الهروح الهَهدس 

 بلغاتٍ ويهنه هبهأون. ورهان 
َ
عليهم، فطفَوا يتكلمون

. ثهم دَهلَ الهمهُهمهيَ،  ي عشر
الر ال رلهم نحو أث  

هههم 
ُ
هرأأٍ مهدأ ثهلاثهةد أشهههر يُهفهاوض

ُُ و عل يتكلمُ به

 الله. 
َ
 ويَُ عُهم بما يخصُ ملووت

 

 هللويا

 يَ مو
َ
َ
َ
 الصدييُ رال خلةد يُزهر، ورأرزِ لب ان

ي ديارِ إلهد ا
ي  يتد الربّ، يزهر ف 

 المغروسُ ف 

 

 )34-.29: 1الانُيل )للعمدان( يوح ا 

 الههيههه 
 
 مُههَههبهه 

ُ
ي ذلههك الههزمههان، رأا يههوحهه هها يسههوع

ف 

 العالم! 
َ
فَال: هوذا حملُ الله الاذ يرفيُ َطيئة

ي بعدذ ر لٌ  قهد 
 ع ه إنه يأن 

ُ
هاا هو الاذ قلت

 ،
ُ
هه
ُ
، وأنها لهم أههن أعهرف ، لانهه رهان قهبهَّي

 
 َهدلَ عهَّي

 بهالهمهان. 
ُ
عهمهد

ُ
 أنها أ

ُ
هَرَ لإشا هيهل  هئهت

ْ
لون لكي يُظ

 الهروحَ مه هلَ حهمهامهةٍ 
ُ
ي رأيت

: إن 
 
وشهد يوح ا قا  

 من السمهان وقهد اسهتهَهرَ عهلهيهه. وأنها لهم أههن 
 
نازلا

 بهالهمهان ههوَ قهالَ 
َ
عهمهد

ُ
ي لأ
أعرفه، لون  الاذ أرسله  

لُ وتسهتهَهرُ عهلهيهه ههو  : إن الاذ  را الهروحَ يهب   لىي

 
ُ
 بههالههروح الههَههدس. وأنهها قههد عههايهه ههت

ُ
ههمههد الههاذ يُههعد

 هاا هو ا نُ الله 
 
 أن
ُ
 وشهدت

Troparion of St Basil 
Your voice has sounded all over the earth, that accepted your 
preaching. You gave a divine explanation of doctrine, and made 
clear the nature of creatures, and set a rule of life for men. Holy 
Father, and Kingly Priest, intercede with Christ God to grant us 
great mercy. you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Kondakion of the Theophany (Tone 3)  

Today You have appeared, O Lord, to the universe and your light, O 

Christ our God, has been impressed upon us who sing to You with 

full knowledge: You came and appeared, O Inaccessible Light. 

 

EPISTLE: Feast of John the Baptist, Acts 11:1-8 

PROKIMENON: Ps. 63: 11 & 2 (Tone 7) 

The just shall rejoice in the Lord and place his hope in Him.  All 

those with an upright heart shall be praised. 

Stichon: O God, hear my voice when I pray to You; save my life 

from the dreadful enemy. 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

In those days it came to pass, while Apollos was in Corinth, that 

Paul crossed the upper districts and went to Ephesus.  He found 

some of the disciples and asked them, “Have you received the Holy 

Spirit since you became believers?” But they answered him, “We 

have not ever heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said to 

them, “How then were you baptized?” They replied, “With John’s 

baptism.” Then Paul said, “John baptized with a baptism of 

repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to 

come after him, that is, Jesus Christ.” Hearing this, they were 

baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus, and when Paul laid his 

hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they began to 

speak in tongues and to speak for God.  They were about twelve 

men in all.  Then for three months he went into the synagogue, 

speaking confidently, arguing with them and convincing them 

about God’s kingdom. 

ALLELUIA: Ps. 91:13 & 14 (Tone 4) 

The just shall bloom like the palm tree; he shall grow like a cedar of 

Lebanon. 

Stichon: Those who are planted in the Lord’s house shall flourish in 

the courts of our God  

GOSPEL: Jn. 1:29-34, Sunday After Theophany 

At that time John saw Jesus coming to him, and he said, “Behold 

the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  This is the 

one of whom I said, ‘After me there comes one who has been set 

above me, because He was before me.’  And I did not know Him.  

But that He may be known to Israel, for this reason have I come 

baptizing with water.” And John bore witness, saying. “I beheld the 

Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it hovered over Him.  

And I did not know Him.  But the one who sent me to baptize with 

water said to me, ‘The man upon whom you will see the Spirit 

descending and hovering, He it is who baptizes with the Holy 

Spirit”.’  And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the 

Son of God.” 

https://melkite.org/maya
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
https://melkite.org/namw


 

Prayer for the dead 

O God of all spirits and of all 
flesh, who have destroyed 
death, overcome the devil, and 
given life to the world: grant, O 
Lord to the souls of your 
servants, who have departed 
from this life, that they may rest 
in a place of light, in a place of 
happiness, in a place of peace, 
where there is no pain, no grief, 
no sighing. And since You are 
gracious God and Lover of 
mankind, forgive them every sin 
they have committed by 
thought, or word, or deed, for 
there is not a man who lives 
and does not sin: You alone are 
without sin, your righteousness 
is everlasting, and your word is 
true.  
For You are the Resurrection 
and the Life, and the Repose of 
your departed servants, O 
Christ our God, and we render 
glory to You, together with your 
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving 
Spirit, now and always and 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 

THIS WEEK SUNDAY, JANUARY 7, 2024:  SYNAXIS OF THE FORERUNNER JOHN THE BAPTIST & SO-

LEMNITY OF THE THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD & BLESSING OF THE WATER.                                                                                                                             

 
1:00 a.m:   THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD & BLESSING OF THE WATER 
 
+    JOHN SPINDOLINI & RICHARD LAMOTHE by Eric Bashour. 
+    JIM CANTISANO by Joe Sackal & Letendre Families (NY). 
+    WILLIAM T. ASERMELY by Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Gaglione & Family (SC). 
+    EMILY NOURY (Birthday Remem.) by her nieces & nephews. 
 
11:15 a.m:  THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD & BLESSING OF THE WATER 
 
+    ROSE & HUNEIN KHOURY by Micheline Ghanem. 
+    YOUSEF GEORGI DEEB by Wael Chahin & Diala Alam.  
+    JULIA, FRED, ELIAS J. KISHFY by M/M Norman Kishfy. 
+    MAGEE MARTINEZ by Sarah Peters. 
+    JOHN R. ROWEY by Khalil & Wafaa Hilo.  

Divine L i tur gy Intent ions  



 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Ask and you shall 

receive, seek and you 

shall find, knock and it 

shall be opened," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos, Your Most 

Holy Mother, I knock, I 

seek, I ask that my prayer 

be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"All that you ask of the 

Father in My Name, He 

will grant you," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos Your Most Holy 

Mother, I humbly and 

urgently ask your Father 

in your name that my 

prayer will be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Heaven and earth shall 

pass away but My word 

shall not pass away," 

through the intercession 

of the Theotokos Your 

Most Holy Mother, I feel 

confident that my prayer 

will be granted.  

 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING: DECEMBER 31, 2023: Budgets: $3,313.00 (Envelopes: $3,310.00; Loose:  $3.00;  Stole 

Offerings: $100.00; Building Fund: $15.00; Addit’l Christmas Offerings:  $85.00.                               

Father Ephrem has now been here three and a half years and has been fully available for parish services. 
Just email him at office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com and leave him your message. PLEASE! NO GRATUI-
TIES! A cup of coffee or tea is just fine. He looks forward to in-person contact this New Year. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Anyone who is planning an ENGAGEMENT/BAPTISM/MARRIAGE RECEPTION PLANS is kind-

ly requested to notify a member of the clergy BEFORE reception/party plans are made.  The Clergy may be 

already scheduled for something else on the day that you have rented a hall/restaurant.  Following this 

policy will help avoid any later misunderstandings. 

Our thoughts and prayers are directed to our elderly and sick parishioners in this joyous season. We ask 

the Emmanuel to strengthen your faith so that you may accept His will, and may He bring you peace, joy, 

and health for the coming year. 

 

2024 ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDARS are available-free for the taking-at both entrances of the Church.  By 

following the liturgical cycle of the church year and remembering the Saints each day is an excellent way 

to attach yourself more closely to the worshipping community that is the church. 

TODAY, there will be a special collection taken up for your INITIAL OFFERINGS.  Your offering will help us 

defray the cost of the envelope system which is so vital in our parish support.  MAKE A GOOD BEGIN-

NING.  Often the strength of our first effort indicates the way we maintain our responsibilities. 

TODAY, there will be a special collection taken up for your FUEL OFFERINGS.  Help defray the cost of 

heating the church and rectory, as prices are escalating rapidly. We must remember that utilities are more 

than doubled in our new complex. Your generosity would be greatly appreci 

 

As a reminder there is an open meeting of the PAC scheduled for Wednesday January 10th at 6:30 p.m. 

in the Cultural Center.   

Also, the fellowship meeting will be on January 17th at 6:30 p.m.  

REFLECTION: “Economy is the wealth of the poor and the wisdom of the rich.” 

 

mailto:office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com


 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Ask and you shall 

receive, seek and you 

shall find, knock and it 

shall be opened," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos, Your Most 

Holy Mother, I knock, I 

seek, I ask that my prayer 

be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"All that you ask of the 

Father in My Name, He 

will grant you," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos Your Most Holy 

Mother, I humbly and 

urgently ask your Father 

in your name that my 

prayer will be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Heaven and earth shall 

pass away but My word 

shall not pass away," 

through the intercession 

of the Theotokos Your 

Most Holy Mother, I feel 

confident that my prayer 

will be granted.  

As an essential part of this NEW YEAR, we are all invited to return to the Father, to the communal banquet 

joy where divine mercy triumphs over wrong and injustice.  What better way can we begin anew than by 

attending the Divine Liturgy and receiving the Body and Blood of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 

THANK YOU!   THE CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS were magnificent!  Besides the many that worshipped with 

us, much work of many hands was necessary.  Many thanks to those who decorated the narthex and 

church with the trees, creches and poinsettias, and the Cultural Center which added to the beauty of the 

celebrations;  to the choirs who beautifully raised their voices for the glory of God; to the children who 

performed in the pageant under the Religious Education Staff; to the Overseers of the Complex;  the illus-

trious committee who organized the Sunday School Christmas Party;  those responsible for arranging the 

chair & table set ups in the Cultural Center;  the ushers who helped in keeping order at the services; to the 

altar servers, readers, and youth who minister regularly; to those who offered poinsettias; to the kitchen 

help and clean up crew, and the selfless assistance of every one in all facets of the Feast.  TO ONE AND 

ALL, OUR HEARTFELT GRATITUDE FOR A JOB WELL DONE! 

We wish to thank all our good parishioners and friends for their beautiful Christmas Cards, wishes, gifts, 

and offerings to the Church. We also take this opportunity to express our appreciation for the loyal and 

generous cooperation you have shown us throughout the WHOLE YEAR.  May our Divine Savior, the Prince 

of Peace, bring you all the joys of this holy season, and bless you with health and prosperity in the coming 

New Year 2024. And may this New Year 2024 be the best you have ever known ---- your joy deeper, your 

spiritual awareness keener, and your satisfaction more abundantly. 

 

GREETINGS PARISHIONERS, FRIENDS AND BENEFACTORS 

As 2023 comes to an end, we would like to say “thank you” for all your support this past year; helping our 

church succeed both spiritually and financially.  It was a strong year, with a fantastic and a culturally rich 

SUMMER FESTIVAL, ANNUAL FOOD FAIR AND BAZAAR, and a spiritual ST. BARBARA’S CELEBRATION to 

name a few.  With 2024 rapidly approaching, we are looking for new fund-raising ideas, leadership in the 

newly elected PARISH ADVISORY COUNCIL, and continued fellowship to continue this momentum.  We 

understand that everyone has responsibilities, but sincerely hope you can share your talents with us. 

There are many ways to be involved and at varying leadership and commitment levels. Please consider 

lending us your skillsets in any way you can.  Your Church needs your support and involvement to contin-

ue to thrive. 

We welcome your ideas.  Please feel free to approach any standing committee of the Council in this re-

gard. Many thanks! 

Fr.  Ephrem, Fr. Joe, Deacon Edmond, Deacon Gilbert 



  New Year – Theophany 

Divine Liturgy Schedule  

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 31 

 10:00 a.m. Sunday Divine Liturgy. (One Combined Divine Liturgy) 

(at St. Elias’s Chapel) 

 

  5:00 p.m. Vigil Divine Liturgy Feast of the Circumcision of Our Lord – St Basil’s Feast - New Years’ Day 

   (at St. Elias’s Chapel) 

Monday, January 1 

10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy Feast of the Circumcision of Our Lord – St Basil’s Feast - New Years’ Day 

       (at St. Elias’s Chapel) 

Saturday, January 6 – Feast of the Theophany 

7:00 p.m. Festive Vespers Divine Liturgy and the Blessing of the Water. 

 

Sunday, January 7– Solemnity of  the Theophany 

9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy and the Blessing of the Water. 

11:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy and the Blessing of the Water. 







 Following Jesus 
Kids bulletin 



It is the beginning of a blessed New Year! There seems to be joy in 

the hearts of many as the need to embrace a positive new beginning 

of things is once again given to us. The Church too, sends out a 

strong and powerful message with the Feast of Theophany, on 

January 6 (Liturgy 10 AM, Blessing of Waters 10:45 AM), which is 

echoed loudly in the words of St. Gregory – repentance is the 

beginning, middle and end of the Christian Way of life. The word for 

repentance in Greek is metania which means to have a change in 

one’s thoughts, thinking and way of living in the world. Let us enter 

once again into the waters of baptism and the great gift of Christ it 

brings into our lives. 

When St. John the Baptist explained the meaning of repentance he 

was specific and gave instructions according to the occupation of 

each person. St. Gregory points out that following confession fruit 

would appear in the lives of those repenting. 

 

The Fruit of repentance (St. Gregory) 

•Righteousness – doing and being right before God. To have Christ 

dwelling in us so that we treat everyone as if Christ is dwelling in 

them. To live righteously is to work truthfully with all clients. This 

requires ceasing to lie and deceive others just to take advantage 

of them or a situation. 

•Almsgiving – sharing from the abundant blessings given to us by 

God. Having made enough money to live on and take care of our 

basic needs – with an abundance we can now take care of the 

needs of others with joyful hearts and thankfulness of 

everything received. Withholding from others deprives us of the 

joy of being able to give unto others as we have been given. 

•Moderation – being content with what God has blessed us with. To 

live not beyond one’s means but within the boundaries of God’s 

blessings is accomplished by not desiring what others have. Envy 

is the absence of moderation. 

•Love – caring for others who have no one to care for them. What 

does it mean to love in the workplace? It means to seek the 

benefit of someone else over oneself. It means to give someone 

our entire attention and listen to their needs and not my need to 

make a sale. It means to treat each person without labeling 

them with any other label than child of God. 

•Truthfulness – integrity and honesty dictate our behavior in our 

professions. When we are true with God; we can begin to be 

true to ourselves and others. Integrity is being able to speak the 

truth in love. It means being able to be who we truly are in the 

presence of others. It means being able to pursue truth above all 

else even when it means knowing that someone else may be 

able to help someone better than we can and having the honesty 

to be able to tell them so. “As I speak these words to you, 

brethren, I feel no small pain in my soul, that we who were long 

ago granted Christian baptism have not yet accomplished those 

very things which John demanded of those approaching his own 

baptism…Christ who takes away the sin of the world enters the 

water before us to be baptized…He draws the grace of the all-

holy Spirit from above to dwell in the water with Him, so that 

later when those being baptized as He was enter the water, He is 

there, clothing them ineffably with His Spirit, attaching Himself 

to them, and filling them with the grace that purifies and 

illumines reasonable spirits (Gregory Palamas).” 

 The Fruit of repentance (St. Gregory) 

“Repentance is the beginning, middle and end of the Christian way of life (St. 

Gregory Palamas). ” 



منذ ليلة ميلاد بيت  من حياة محتجبة انقضت، ثلاثون عامًا ثلاثون عامًا
لحم، منذ انحدار الربّّ لمُلاقاة واقعنا الإنسانيّ. في بيت لحم اتخّذ الربّّ 

ليُرينا كم هو قريب مناّ ومن حقيقتنا. أراد أن يقول  مائتًا، وُلد فقيرًا جسدًا
 مناّ. لنا أنهّ يحبنّا، وأنهّ معنا، لأنهّ صار واحدًا

ّ واحدٍ مناّ  واليوم، بعد حياة الناصرة الخفيةّ، حيث كان الربّّ ينمو مثلَ كل 
بالقامة والن عمة والحكمة، طائعًا لمريم ويوسف، بدأ المسيح حياته 

 العلنيةّ.

طالما انتظر اليهود يوم الربّّ هذا: انتظروا وصول المسيح المخلصّ، يأتي 
قويًّا، مُقاتلاً، قائدًا جيش  ليرفع الظلُم عن شعبه. لقد انتظروا مسيحًا

يحرق الخطأة بنار غضبه. انتظروه  معاق بًا إسرائيل. إنتظروا مسيحًا
يخلق بالقوةّ ملوك الطغيان ليعيد إحياء عرش داود أبيه، ملك  ملكًا

ّد بقوةّ ذراعه قبائل إسرائيل المشتتّة.  إسرائيل، ويوح 

ينحني أمام يوحناّ، لم  ضعيفًا، لم ينتظروه مسيحًا لم ينتظروه مسيحًا
يعلن ملكه لا بالسيف بل بالماء، ويغلب الشرّ لا بالحرب  يقبلوه مسيحًا

 بل بمعموديةّ التوبة.

فحلّ في  هو منطق مسيح بيت لحم، المولود كالفقراء، لم يجد له مكاناً
يلقي عليه  إسطبل. هو منطق مسيح البشارة، لم يجد له موضعًا

رأسه، هو منطق مسيح الناصرة، ظنَّ أقاربه أنهّ قد فقد العقل، هو 
منطق مسيح أورشليم، يحني الرأس أمام رعاع يضربونه بقصبة، يهزأون 

 ”.تنبأّ من ضربك“به، يقولون له متهكمّين: 

من يأخذ “هو منطق الإنسان المسالم، يرفض قبول منطق العنف، لأنّ 
لأنّ العالم لا يمكن للعنف أن يشفيه، ، و”بالسّيف، فبالسّيف يؤخذ

وحده السّلام، وحده الحبّ، وحدها المُصالحة، يمكنها أن تشفي 
لام  .جراح قلبنا العنيف فتعطيه السَّ

المسيح الداخل مياه الأردنّ هو نفسه المسيح الذي يدخل 
حقيقتنا ليغيرّها من الدّاخل، يغيرّها  يدخل واقعنا ويتبنّى عالمنا،

بصمت، يلقي في حقيقتنا حقيقته، فتنمو فينا بصمت كما تنمو 
، دون ضجيج، دون هتاف الانتصار، ودون قسوة السّيف وعنف السنبلة
حقيقة المسيح تنمو في حياتنا وفي عالمنا بهدوء،  الحرب.

 .وبسلامها تبدّل واقعنا

لقد دخل المسيح مياه الأردن، هو غير المحتاج إلى التوبة، لأنهّ لم 
الدّخول  يقترف معصيةّ، هو البرارة المتجسّدة، جاء يعلمّنا، يقول لنا أنّ 

في علاقة مع الآب لا يمكنها أن تتمّ إن لم نختبر معنى التوبة، 
. بخطيئتنا فقدنا صداقتنا مع الله، وحدها التوبة معنى العودة إلى الآب
 تعيدنا إلى حالة البنوّة.

 
المسيح في نهر الأردنّ هو صورة كلّ واحد مناّ، إنسانيتّه التي 
دخلت مياه معموديةّ يوحناّ هي صورة إنسانيتّنا المدعوةّ إلى 

 التوبة وإلى العودة إلى الله.

 

 معموديّة المسيح هي دعوة لنا 

دعوة إلى المعموديةّ، فبالمعموديةّ نعلن أننّا مُلك الله، نرفض الشيطان 
وكلّ تعاليمه، نعلن أنّ خيرنا الأوحد هو الله وحده. بالمعموديةّ نلبس 
المسيح، نصبح أعضاءً في جسد المسيح السريّ، أي أبناء الكنيسة 
وأعضاءها. بواسطتنا تعلن الكنيسة حبّ الله للعالم، بواسطتنا تقدّس 

 الكنيسة العالم، بواسطتنا تعلن الكنيسة إنجيل الخلاص.

بنا  بواسطتنا نحن الأعضاء، يمكن للمسيح أن يعمل اليوم في عالمنا:

يعلن الخلاص، بنا يصالح العالم مع الله، بنا يشفي القلوب 
. بمعموديتّنا نعلن أننّا صرنا ملك الجريحة، بنا يعيد بناء حياة تحطمّت

الله ووسيلة قداسة العالم، نضع ذواتنا بتصرفّ المسيح ليعمل من 
“. سفراء المسيح لدى الأمم كلهّا“خلالنا، نصبح، كما قال بولس 

نحن الفقراء، لا نملك شيئًا، نصبح أغنى الأغنياء، لأننّا نحمل المسيح 
في حياتنا، وفي جسدنا، وفي قلوبنا، ننطلق به نحو إخوتنا، ليختبروا 

ظمََ المسيح وغنى محبتّه.  هم أيضًا   ع 

 

 هي دعوة الى القداسة

معموديةّ المسيح هي صورة عن حقيقة كلّ واحد مناّ، نُصغي لدعوة الله 
في قلبنا، نعود إلى صوت الضمير، نقبل الله في حياتنا، نتكرسّ له 

أريد أن  بالمعموديةّ، نصبح له بكليّتنا، نضع ذاتنا بين يديه، نقول له:
. حلول الروّح على أكون وسيلة لك، لتقدّس الإخوة من خلالي

 .هو صورة عن حلول الله على حياتي المسيح في الأردن

كما كان روح الربّ يرفرف على الغمار في البدء، قبل أن يخلق الله 
ماوات، وكانت الأرض خَر بةًَ خالية، فحولّها الله بروحه إلى تحفة تمجّد  السَّ
الخالق بجمالها، كذلك يحلّ عليّ أنا ساعة المعموديةّ، يحلّ على خراب 

ذاتي، وعلى الحطام الذي سببّته خطيئتي، يحلّ على قلبي الفارغ 
تحفة رائعة  كفراغ الوجود قبل الخلق، يحلّ عليّ فيجعلني أنا أيضًا

الجمال، أعلن للكون عن جمال الله من خلال جمال الن عمة التي نلتها، 
  لله.  ن عمة أن أكون ابنًا

 

 هي دعوة الى التوبة

الله لا يختار كمالي، فهو أحبنّي رغم ضعفي، ورغم خطيئتي، أحبنّي 
كما يحبّ الأب ابنه المريض الضعيف، يحبنّي رغم سقطاتي ورغم 

هفواتي، يريدني أن أكون له، ليعمل في حياتي، ويبدّل ضعفي بقوتّه، 
دعوة الله هي ليست لأنيّ كامل، بل لأنيّ  ويبدّل خطيئتي بنعمته.

ابن لله، وكمالي يتحقّق بطاعتي الكاملة لإرادته التي 
تقدّسني. اتبّاعي لله لا ينتهي بعد المعموديةّ، بل هي دعوة 

في كلّ لحظة من حياتي أنا مدعو لأنّ أعود  مستمرّة لتوبة يوميةّ.
إلى الله، ولأن أعلن له كلّ لحظة أنيّ إحبهّ، فهو دعاني لأنهّ اختارني، 
وهو اختارني لأنهّ أحبنّي، وهو أحبنّي لأنهّ أبي، ولأنهّ جعل منّي ابنًا له 

 بالمعموديةّ.
  

بالمعموديةّ تتحقّق في حياتنا الشخصيةّ إمكانيةّ الإتحّاد بالحبّ الإلهههيّ، 
أنتَ ابني الهحهبهيهب.  فبالمعموديةّ نصبح أبناء الله، نسمع صوته يقول لنا:

يفرح قلب الآب بنا، ويُسرّ بأن قد وُلد له بالن عمهة وبهالهروّح الهقهدس إبهن 
جديد. هذا هو سرّ المعموديةّ، هذا سبب دخول المسيح اليوم في ميهاه 

 الأردنّ.

فهل نعي في حياتنا هذه الحقيقة؟ هل ندرك عظمة حبّ الله لهنها؟ ههل 
نفهم كم أننّا نجرح قلب الله الذي أحبنّها بهرصهرارنها عهلهى الهبهقهاء فهي 
خطيئتنا؟ هي دعوة لنا لأن نتوب، لأن نعود الى الآب، لأنّ المهسهيهح قهد 
فتح لنا باب العودة إلى حالة البنوةّ. هي دعوة لنا لأن نحافظ على شرف 
معموديتّنا، فلا نرمي جواهر الروّح القدس في أوحال خطيئتنا. هي دعوة 
لنا لأن نعود إلى الآب في حال سقطنا، وتعبنا، ويئهسهنها، فهالله يهحهبهّنها 
وينتظرنا، ينتظرنا ليغفر لنا، ليضمّنا إلى قلبه، ويههمهس فهي أذنهنها مهن 

 أنت هو إبني الحبيب، بك أنا سُررت. جديد:

 أنت هو إبني الحبيب، بك أنا سُررت.  
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The Holy Sacrament of Reconciliation is available be-

fore and after the Divine Liturgy or by appointment. 

 

Divine Liturgy  

• Sunday at 9:00 am & 11:15 am 
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