
St. Basil the Great 

Melkite Greek Catholic Church 

St 

Address :  
15 Skyview Dr.  
Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865  

Parish Website : 
www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

Facebook :  
https://www.facebook.com/
StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek 
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YouTube :  

https://bit.ly/3gkI2Uk 

Email : 
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Telephone : (401)722-1345  

Office hours :  
Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm  

Divine Liturgies :  
Tuesday through Friday at 9: 00 A.M. 

Saturday at 4:00 P.M. 

Sunday at 11:00 A.M. 

 

Pastoral Emergencies and anointing 
of the sick:  (401)722-1345  

Holy Mysteries:  

Reconciliation:  

Saturday 2:30 –3:30 P.M., 

Sunday 9:30-10:30 A.M., or by 
appointment. 

Baptisms: Please arrange with the 
pastor. 

Marriages: a notice of at least 6 
months should be given to the 
pastor, before the proposed 
wedding date to arrange for the 
required interview and instructions. 

 

January 10th, 2021 

SUNDAY AFTER THE THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD GOD AND SAVIOR  

JESUS CHRIST & COMMEMORATION OF ITS SOLEMNITY 

 عيد الظهور الإله  

 صلاة الأنديفونا

صنا بغسلِ 
َّ
ها الربُّ الإله، يا من خل أيُّ

  مثن 
، لالثيثِثايثاِ اني   

الميلاد الثاثاي،

  
،
ثيثنثا   الرلح القاس، أنِر أذهاننثا، بثتن

  
،
ثلثنثا     الثراثا ، ِّثمن

،
انا  

ن
الإيمان، لط

 
 
الثثمثث ثثظثثر، لأعثثهِثثرنثثا أ  ثثا    ثث  ثثمثثر

 الذي بذل ذاتثه دثاا    ثن 
َ
لمسيِ ك

 
ُ
ثرثُ
َ
رنا بنعميِك ن نفوسنا، حتّ ى إذا بُرن

 نثثورُنثثا 
َ
 أنثث 

َ
 ا بثثايثثرَ  نثثك

َ
الثث ثثيثثاد

ثهثا  ُُ الثمثِثا أيُّ  نردث
َ
لتقايسُنا، لإليك

انب لالابثثن لالثثرلح الثقثثاس، انن 

 ،  ألان لإلى دهر الااه  ن َ آمي 
 لِّلى

 

 نشيد القيامة باللحن السابع

 الموت، لدي   للصث الفردلس، 
َ
 بصليظك

َ
لاشي 

 
َ
 رسلك

َ
لحول  نوحَ حاملات الطيب الى د حٍ، لأمرت

، أيها المسيحُ الاله، 
َ
أن يكرزلا مبشر ن بأنك قا قم 

 مان ا العالم  ظيمَ الرحمرَ 

 

 نشيد العيد باللحن الأول

ثثِثثود  ، عثثهثثرَ السُّ
ج
ن
ُ
رد
ُ
  نثثهثثرث ا 

،
 يثثا ربُّ  

َ
  ا ثثيثثمثثادِر

،
 

 
َ
ثار  إيى

ك
ثيثا  لثك مُسثمن

ُ
 انب ِّان يشثهثا

َ
 صوت

ى
للاالوَُ دإن

 الث ثلثمثرَ 
َ
ثا حثقثيثقثر  ن

َ
لحَ بهيئرِ حمامر يُثَ ، لالرُّ

ك
 م بوبا

ك
ابنا

 لكَ 
ُ
 المِا

ُ
 الإله

ُ
ها المسيح يُّ

َ
 ديا مَن عهرَ لأنارَ العالم، أ

 

 طروبارية القديس باسيليوس

 ِّثلامثك، 
ْ
 
َ
ظِل
َ
  ِّل ا رضَ دانها قا ق

،
  
َ
ك
ُ
 منطق

َ
لقا ذاع

 
َ
 طثبثيثعثر

َ
، لألعث ث 

ك
ثا  إلثهثيج

ك
 بثيثانثا

َ
ن  العقثادثا الذي به بيى

َ ديا أيهثا انبُ الثظثارُّ ذل   البشر
َ
 أخلاق

َ
م 

َّ
ال ادنات، لنظ

  خثلا  
،
، إبيثهثل إلى الثمثسثيثحث الإلثه   الكهنوت الملوك 

 نفوسناَ 

 

 القنداق ) لعيد الظهور باللحن الرابع(

 قا ارتسم 
َ
 للمسكونرِ يا رب، لنورُر

َ
اليومَ عهرت

 
َ
 لعهرت

َ
  ن معردرَ لقا أتي 

َ
 لينا، ن نُ مُسظ يك

 أيها النورُ الذي لا يُاي، منهَ 

 

ارمس التسبحة التاسعة من القانون الأول للعيد   

 من الااناد العلو ر    ظم  يا نفس  من ه  أ 
ك
كرم قارا  

ان الالسن باسرها تي ي   يف تماحك ب سب 

Antiphon Prayer 
O Lord, Who have saved us by the 
baptism of regeneration and the 
renewal coming from the Holy 
Spirit, enlighten our minds, 
uphold us in Faith, confirm us in 
Hope, fulfil us in Love, make us 
worthy members of your Christ, 
who sacrificed Himself for the 
redemption of our souls, so that 
being justified by your Grace, we 
may inherit eternal life, for You 
are our Light and our 
Sanctification and to You we 
render glory, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, now and always and forever 
and ever. 
 
Troparion of the Resurrection (tone 7) 

You destroyed Death by Your cross. You opened paradise 

to the thief. You changed the weeping of the myrrh 

bearers, and commanded Your apostles to proclaim that 

You, O Christ God, have risen, granting to the world great 

mercy. 
 
Troparion Of The Theophany (tone 1) 
At your baptism in the Jordan, O Lord, the worship of the 
Trinity was revealed. For the Father's voice bore witness to 
you by calling you his beloved Son; and the Spirit in the 
form of a dove confirmed the truth of these words. O 
Christ God who have appeared to us and enlightened the 
world, glory to you! 
 
Troparion of St Basil 
Your voice has sounded all over the earth, that accepted 
your preaching. You gave a divine explanation of doctrine, 
and made clear the nature of creatures, and set a rule of 
life for men. Holy Father, and Kingly Priest, intercede with 
Christ God to grant us great mercy. 
 

Kondakion of the Theophany (Tone 3) 

Today You have appeared, O Lord, to the universe 

and Your light, O Christ our God, has been impressed 

upon us who sing to You with full knowledge: You came 

and appeared, O Inaccessible Light. 
 

http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gSoG7RG4sA-lGDWDfFIE4hFNeub9DgACqHVjFC25_XLZYIOxnKWCfvSk
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3gkI2Uk%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3A4ZovTontTErgD-KhDBkZAqs9QkFTlT-dWmDF16jJlbbjf1K3HeSg2ag&h=AT0l5abQIbAo_FiI6C90Jrc-zoSOPpjSiOu0Xz8dZmmbbOqnLKYOfBoKDMOrOVpIBM-PJOxEe5s7WvS5OeAhdguFWCFUmiLlnGaUn1xuJHbaD74fN0-3Hd3dRV
mailto:office@stbasilthegreat@gmail.com


 

  
 العالم، ينذهل  ،

ك
 الواابَ لِّل  قل لإن ِّان دادقا

تستي ك يا لالاد الاله َ لكن بما انك صال ر، 

تقظل  ايماننا، لانك قا  رد  شوقنا الاله  ، داذ 

، ، إيار نعظمَ  د المسي يي   أن  نصي 

 

 مقدمة الرسالة

  باسمِ الرب، 
 اني 

ٌ
 مظارر

 الربُّ هو الله لقا عهرَ لنا

 الى الاباِ رحميه
ى
دوا للربِ دإنه صالح، لان  ا ي 

 

 )7 – 1: 3و 11-11: 2الرسالة تيطس )

 
ُ
 اِلله الثمُث ثلثصَثر

ُ
يا للاي تيطث،، لثقثا عثهثرت نثعثمثر

ثنثكثرَ الثكثفثرَ لالشثهثواتِ 
ُ
 إِيثانثا لثن

 
بثر
َ
د َُ النثاس، مثَ امي

ثث  ث  ثل مثقثثيث ،
  الثاهثثر الث ثثا ،

،
ثيثر، دثثنث ثثيثا   الثعثالثثمى

اليعقلِ لالعالٍ لاليقوى، منيثظث  ثن الثراثاَ  السثعثيثا، 

 الثمثسثيثحَ 
َ
صِنا يسوع

ّ
هورَ مِاِ الهِنا العظيمِ لم ل

ُ
لع

ثرَ  ثهج
َ
الذي بذلَ نفسه  النا، ليفيايَنا من ِّل إِبثمٍ لُ ثط

  ثل ا  ثمثال الصثالث ثرَ 
ك
  ثيثورا

ك
 خثاصثا

ك
لنفسِثه شثعثظثا

ه للبشر خثلثصَثنثا 
ُ
ي دلما عهرَ لطفُ الله م لصِنا لم بى

   ثثمثالِ بثثرٍ  ثثمثثلثنثثاهثثا، بثثل بث ثثسثثبِ 
ك
هثو، لا ا ثثيثثظثارا

  لتِايثاِ الثرلحث الثقثاسَ 
رحمِيه، بغسلِ الميلادِ الااي،

 الثمثسثيثحث مث ثلِثصِثنثا 
َ
داعه  لينثا بثودثردٍ بثيثسثوع

َ
الذي أ

  ثل حسثبِ راثاِ  
 
ُ لربثر رنا بنثعثمِثيِثه نصثي  حتّ  إذا بُرى

 ال يادِ ا بايرَ 

 هللو ا

بناَ  الكظاش
َ
موا للربج أ

ج
موا للربِ يا ابناَ  الله، قا

ج
 قا

 المِاِ ار ثا، الثربُّ  ثل 
ُ
 الربن  ل المياه، إله

ُ
صوت

 المياه الغز رد

 

 )17 – 13: 3الانجيل )متى 

 الى 
ج
 من الِليلِ الى الاردن

ُ
  ذلك الزمان، أقظلَ يسوع

،
 

  انثا 
 
ثا يُثمثانثعُثه قثادث 

ى
 يثوحثن

َ
 مثنثهَ دثَّثان

َ
ثا لثيثعثيثمثا

ى
يوحن

 
ُ
اابثه يسثوع

َ
؟  دأ ى  الى 

ج
 
 تأي 
َ
 منك لأن 

َ
م ياجُ ان ا يما

َ حثيثنثئثذ  يِمَ ِّلى بثر.
ُ
  لنا ان ن

  دعث انن، دهكذا ينظغ،
 
قاد 

 
َ
 صعا

ُ
 يسوع

َ
ا ا يما َ للمج

ُ
تر ه

لثثثلثثثثوقثثثثِ  مثثثثن الثثثثمثثثثا ، لإذا 

 قثا انثفثيث ث  لثثه، 
ُ
السثمثالات

لُ مثثثاثثثلَ  ، ى رلحَ اِلله يثثثي،
َ
لرأ

حثثمثثامثثرٍ لَ ثث ثثلُّ  ثثلثثيثثهَ لإذا 

 من السماِ  يقول  هذا 
ٌ
صوت

  الثث ثثبثثيثثبُ الثثذي بثثه 
هثو ابثثتّ،

رتَ   سُرث

HIRMOS of the Theophany (Tone 6): 

O my soul, magnify the Higher in honor and glory than the 

heavenly powers. All tongues are at a loss to praise you 

properly, and every intelligence even supernatural is rapt 

in wonder when it comes to honor you, O Mother of God. 

But in your graciousness accept our faith, knowing our holy 

longing. Intercessor of Christians, we extol you. 
 
Epistle of the Feast (Titus 2:11-14 & 3:4-7) 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
God is the Lord and he has appeared to us. 
Stichon: Sing to the lord, for he is good, for his mercy 
endures forever 
 
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to Titus 
My son Titus, the grace of God our Savior has appeared to 
all men, instructing us, in order that, rejecting ungodliness 
and worldly lust, we may live temperately and justly and 
piously in this world; looking for the blessed hope and 
glorious coming of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 
who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity and cleanse for himself an acceptable people, 
pursuing good works.  But when the goodness and 
kindness of God our Savior appeared, then not by reason 
of good works that we did ourselves, but according to his 
mercy, he saved us through the path of regeneration and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he has abundantly 
poured upon us though Jesus Christ our Savior, in order 
that, justified by his grace, we may be heirs in the hope of 
life everlasting. 
Alleluia (Tone 1) 
Give to the Lord, you sons of God, give to the Lord glory 
and praise. 
Stichon: The Lord’s voice is over the waters; the God of 
glory has thundered, the Lord, over the vast waters. 
 
 
Gospel of the Feast, Jan. 6: (Matthew 3: 13-17) 
At that time Jesus came from Galilee to John, at the 
Jordan, to be baptized by him.  But John was reluctant, and 
said, “It is I who ought to 
be baptized by you, and 
you come to me?”  But 
Jesus answered and said to 
him, “Let it be so now, for 
this is how what is right 
must be fulfilled.”  Then he 
let him do it.  And when 
Jesus had been baptized, 
he immediately came up 
from the water.  And 
behold, the heavens were 
opened to him.  And he 
saw the Spirit of God 
descending as a dove and 
coming upon him.  And 
behold, a voice from the 
heavens said, “This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.” 

 

 

 

Our church organizations: 

 

MAYA: organization of Melkite 

Catholics ages 18 – 26 (and at 

least 1 year out of high school) 

under patronage of our bishop, 

the Most Reverend Nicholas 

Samra.   

https://melkite.org/maya  

 

MYO: Provides a common 

forum for all the young people 

of St. Basil's Church, and that 

the Organization initiate, 

coordinate, and direct 

religious, social, educational, 

and humanitarian programs 

designed to promote the 

involvement of its membership 

in the Christian Faith and the 

Melkite tradition.  

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html 

 

NAMW: Promotes and 

supports vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life in 

the United States.   

https://melkite.org/namw  

 

 

 

https://melkite.org/maya
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
https://melkite.org/namw


 

Prayer for the dead 

O God of all spirits and of all 
flesh, who have destroyed 
death, overcome the devil, and 
given life to the world: grant, O 
Lord to the souls of your 
servants, who have departed 
from this life, that they may rest 
in a place of light, in a place of 
happiness, in a place of peace, 
where there is no pain, no grief, 
no sighing. And since You are 
gracious God and Lover of 
mankind, forgive them every sin 
they have committed by 
thought, or word, or deed, for 
there is not a man who lives 
and does not sin: You alone are 
without sin, your righteousness 
is everlasting, and your word is 
true.  
For You are the Resurrection 
and the Life, and the Repose of 
your departed servants, O 
Christ our God, and we render 
glory to You, together with your 
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving 
Spirit, now and always and 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

TODAY, SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, AND SUNDAY, JANUARY 10, 2021:  SUNDAY AFTER THE THE-
OPHANY OF OUR LORD GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST & COMMEMORTION OF ITS SOLEMNITY. 

                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                             

 1:00p.m.  DIVINE LITURGY:  
 

      + CHARLES & EVA ROBAT by Charles & Francine Robat. 
      + BARBARA CIMINI by Ron & Mary Ann Chandonnait. 
      + JOSEPH HARRAKA by Charles & Francine Robat. 
      + MARY TAHAN by Dr. Eric Walsh & Dr. Emily Tooker. 
      + STEVEN KILSEY by his brother Jeffrey Kilsey. 
      + ANITA & JOSEPH BRULE by the Family. 
      + JAY PAUL by his parents, Dr. & Mrs. Biswa N. Paul. 
      + WAYNE LACY by Deacon Gilbert & Mimi Altongy. 
      + WILLIAM T. ASERMELY by Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Gaglione & Family. 

 
 11:00a.m. DIVINE LITURGY: 
 

  +    LINDA ALKHOULY HADDAD by Joseph & Yolanda.Saggal. 
      + MARIE CLAIRE CHOUHA by Samir & Dolly Chouha. 
      + JOSEPH P. AZAR, JR. by Douglas & Jeanne Allam. 
      + GEORGE BOUDJOUK by Joe & Najat Charchafliah. 
      + ELAINE LAYTON  by William & Nancy Haddad. 
      + ALICE SARKAS NASSANEY by Anthony & Fadia Rowey. 
      + GEORGETTE A. SAGGAL by M/M Thomas Sabbagh. 
      + ALBERT ALBA, SR. by Sarah Peters. 
      + ROBERT D. KING, SR. by Janet, Tony & Andree Charchafliah. 
      + FRANCIS A. SAGGAL by Children & Teachers of Sunday School. 
      + YOUSEF AGHIA by Catherine Kando. 
      + JAY PAUL by his parents, Dr. & Mrs. Biswa N. Paul. 
      + VICTORIA PROCHNIAK by Wayne & Judy Rawan & Family. 
      + ALBERT J. KISHFY by Michael & Amy Boudjouk & Family. 
      + GEORGE DECKEY by Najib & Saydeh Hana. 
      + GEORGEANNA DECKEY by Abraham (Bee) & June Albert. 
      + YUSUF & BLANCHE MUSSALLI by M/M Craig Kishfy. 
      + ROSE KHOURY by Dr. Roland & Micheline Ghanem. 
      + RUTH PERRY by Abe, Michele, Nick, Missy & Khristina Domaney. 
      + JULIA & FRED KISHFY by the Family. 
      + ELIAS J. KISHFY by Alexandra & Francine Haddad. 
      + YOUSSEF MADOUR by Bassam Nema & Family. 
      + HOLY & FORGOTTEN SOULS IN PURGATORY by M/M Joseph Saggal. 

 
 
 

Divine L iturg y Intent ions  



 
 
 
 

St. Basil’s Announcements: 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING:  January 3, 2021:  Budgets:  $7,496.00:  Envelopes: $7,465.00, Loose: $31.00; 
Stipends: $755.00; Candles: $92.00; Fuel: $250.00; Addit’l Christmas Offerings: $530.00; Addit’l Melkite 
Diocesan Support: $30.00.  Building Fund: $125.00; Initial Offerings: $135.00; Bishop Nicholas Tithe: 
$200.00. 
 
TODAY, Saturday & Sunday, January 9 & 10, there will be a special collection taken up for the UPKEEP, 
MAINTENANCE, & IMPROVEMENT OF THE CEMETERY. Your generosity would be greatly appreciated.                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Please be advised that the weekly bulletin has not been printed due to the COVID-19 guidelines and 
restrictions, but presently, information is available online, church Facebook page and on YouTube. 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are directed to our elderly and sick parishioners in this joyous season. We ask 
the Emmanuel to strengthen your faith so that you may accept His will and may He bring you peace, joy, 
and health for the coming year.        
    
THANK YOU:  Besides those who worshipped with us on the Feast of Christmas, much work of many 
hands was necessary for the decorum and ambiance of the Church Complex.  To one and all, our heartfelt 
gratitude for a job well done! 
 
We the clergy, wish to thank all our good parishioners and friends for their beautiful Christmas Cards, 
wishes, gifts, and offerings to the Church. We also take this opportunity to express our appreciation for 
the loyal and generous cooperation you have shown us throughout the year.  May our Divine Savior, the 
Prince of Peace, bring you all the joys of this holy season, and bless you with health and prosperity in the 
coming New Year 2021; and may we ask the newly born Babe of Bethlehem to put an end to this 
devastating Pandemic and bring universal peace and renewed health to all nations, make our joy deeper, 
our spiritual awareness keener, and our satisfaction more abundant. 
 
Today we observe the Solemnity of the Theophany with the Blessing of the Water and its distribution to 
the faithful after the Liturgies.  Water is a source of physical life as well as the life in Christ through 
Baptism. This feast reminds us that through the baptism of Our Lord, God the Holy Trinity has manifested 
His great love for humanity and His desire to save us. COME AND CELEBRATE THIS GREAT FEAST WITH 
THE PARISH COMMUNITY! 
 

REFLECTION:  The only thing we can know is that we know nothing and that is the highest flight of 
human wisdom. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
MYSTERIES OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION: The three Mysteries of Baptism, Chrismation and Holy Eucharist are 
always celebrated together in one ceremony. One month notice is required and one baptismal preparation 
meeting is required with the pastor. 

MYSTERY OF HOLY CONFESSIONS: In one way or another, we have neglected God. None of us have lived a 
perfect life. No matter what we have done, we can always return home. Available weekly one hour before the 
Divine Liturgy or by appointment.  

MYSTERY OF HOLY CROWNING: Six month notice, an initial meeting with the priest, marriage preparation 
sessions are required. You must be an active member of the parish. 

MYSTERY OF HOLY ANOINTING: Available for anyone who is ill. Please contact Fr. Ephrem. 

IN GOOD STANDING: For your Pastor to sign letters of recommendation, family and student school related 
papers, character reference or any civil document for a registered parishioner, one must be in good standing 
with the Church, spiritually and giving noticeable TIME, TALENT, & TREASURE on a regular and continuing basis 
to our parish.  

PLEASE NOTE: There is no charge for the celebration of the Holy Mysteries (Sacraments). However, it is 
appropriate to offer a gift of thanksgiving.  Following are the suggested offerings to the Church for parishioners 
who request pastoral services. Liturgy $10.00; 40-Day Memorial $35.00; Baptism $75.00; Wedding $300.00; 
Funeral $300.00. 

 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Ask and you shall 

receive, seek and you 

shall find, knock and it 

shall be opened," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos, Your Most 

Holy Mother, I knock, I 

seek, I ask that my prayer 

be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"All that you ask of the 

Father in My Name, He 

will grant you," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos Your Most 

Holy Mother, I humbly 

and urgently ask your 

Father in your name that 

my prayer will be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Heaven and earth shall 

pass away but My word 

shall not pass away," 

through the intercession 

of the Theotokos Your 

Most Holy Mother, I feel 

confident that my prayer 

will be granted.  



Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve are 
holiday milestones in American society. 
In our tradition January 5, Theophany 
Eve, is also a special day of preparation 
and anticipation leading into one of the 
most important festivals of the Church 
year.  

Like Christmas Eve, Theophany Eve is a 
paramony, a day of continual prayer and 
fasting, leading up to the celebration of 
the feast. Part of what makes this a day 
of continual prayer is the celebration of 
the Royal Hours which replaces the 
ordinary First, Third, Sixth and Ninth 
Hours served every day in Byzantine 
practice. The Divine Liturgy is not served 
until the end of the fasting day, when it is joined to vespers to begin the 
feast. 

The Royal Hours are served on the Paramony of Christmas, the Paramony of 
the Theophany and on Great and Holy Friday which we might call the 
“Paramony of Pascha.” In addition, some Greek Churches serve the Royal 
Hours on the Eve of Pentecost, but without fasting.  

Our cycle of daily services has its origin in the experience of the Jews during 
the Babylonian exile. Since the prescribed round of morning and evening 
sacrifices could only be conducted in the Jerusalem temple, the exiled Jews 
developed a cycle of prayers, hymns and Scripture readings to be said 
throughout the day instead. When the Jews returned to Jerusalem after the 
exile, these prayers were incorporated into the usage of the temple. Jews 
today observe three daily services (morning, afternoon and evening) 
corresponding to the times of the three daily temple sacrifices. 

The first Christians continued the custom of praying at these specific times. 
The Acts of the Apostles records St Peter going apart to pray at the sixth 
hour (Acts 10:9) and at the ninth hour (Acts 3:1). With the development of 
monasticism these daily prayers took on the character of formal services. 
Other services were added in imitation of the Psalmist’s witness, 
“Seven times a day I praise You, because of Your righteous judgments” (Ps 
119:164). 

The hours came to commemorate important events which the Scriptures 
say took place at those times. Thus our Third Hour recalls the descent of the 
Holy Spirit on Pentecost (see Acts 2). The Byzantine Sixth and Ninth Hours 
evoke the memory of Christ’s crucifixion and death: “Now from the sixth 
hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all the land. And about the 
ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice … and yielded up His spirit” (Mt 
27:45, 50). 

 

Scripture in the Royal Hours 

As a rule, the Scriptures read at the Hours are all taken from the Psalms. In 
the Royal Hours, however, selections from both the Old and New 
Testaments are read, in addition to the Psalter. The New Testament 
selections recount the ministry of John and the baptism of Christ as well as 
the meaning of baptism in the Church. The Old Testament readings, all 
taken from the Book of Isaiah the Prophet, provide us with an illustration of 
how Old Testament prophecies are ultimately fulfilled in Christ. 

The Prophet Isaiah lived in the eight century bc and, like other prophets, 
called on his hearers to repent and to conform their lives to God’s way. The 
following passage, read at the Third Royal Hour, illustrates Isaiah’s message: 
“Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings 

from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn 
to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; 
defend the fatherless, plead for the 
widow” (Is 1:16-17).  

Isaiah warned that, if people did not repent, 
the nation would suffer at the hands of its 
enemies (at that time, the Assyrians). If they 
did repent, however, they would be 
restored and given new life. We see this in 
the selection read at the Sixth Royal Hour, 
“With joy you will draw water from the wells 
of salvation. And you will say in that day: 
Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His Name; 
make known His deeds among the nations, 
proclaim that His Name is exalted. Sing 
praises to the Lord, for He has done 

gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. Shout, and sing for joy, O 
inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel” (Is 12:3-
6). 

The second half of the book, added some 200 years later, reflects the same 
themes. At this point in Israel’s history their great enemy was Babylon 
rather than Assyria. The Babylonians would conquer Jerusalem and destroy 
the temple, dragging the most prominent Jews into exile.  

 

Streams in the Desert 

The promise for their restoration dominates the second half of Isaiah. 
Jerusalem, no longer desolate, will be rebuilt and will water its thirsty 
people. At the First Royal Hour we read, “The wilderness and the dry land 
shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the lily. It shall 
blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon 
shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon… Behold, your God 
will come…. He will come and save you. … For waters shall break forth in the 
wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, 
and the thirsty ground springs of water” (Is 35:1-7).  

The power of Babylon ended just as that of Assyria had centuries before, 
but the ultimate fulfillment of these prophecies would only come with 
Christ. We see in Him the Source of eternal life, the One who truly turns the 
arid wilderness of thirsty hearts into springs of water. This theme would be 
taken up in the Gospel of John, where we read the words of the Lord Jesus 
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as 
the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.  But 
this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those who believe in Him would 
receive” (Jn 7:37-38).  

The frequent mention of water in these passages, then, does not just allude 
to the Lord’s baptism in the Jordan but to the Lord Himself. He is the One 
who can refresh with the living water of the Holy Spirit all who come to Him. 
He is the One who is revealed at the Jordan by the Father’s voice and the 
Spirit’s hidden presence and who begins to announce the good news of our 
salvation to the world. 

 

When he saw the Lord of glory draw near to him, the Forerunner cried 
out: “Behold the One who redeems the world from corruption! Behold the 
One who delivers us from affliction! Behold the One who, in His mercy, 
has come forth upon earth from a pure Virgin, granting remission of sins! 
Instead of servants, He makes us children of God. Instead of darkness, He 
gives light to mankind through the waters of His divine baptism. Come, let 
us glorify Him together with the Father and the Holy Spirit.”  

 Behold the Redeemer of the World 
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Winners! 
The lucky winner of the First prize for $5,000 is  Christine Deeb Poccia  

Second prize winner of $2,500 is  Dennis Dakake  

$500 Prize winner is Jason Boudjouk  

$500 Prize winner is Brian Azar  

Fifteen $100 winners: 

1. Fr. Joe Haggar  

2. Thomas Soucar    

3. Alberta Mardo  

4. Andrea Haddad  

5. Anthony Nassaney 

6. Brenda Hultquist  

7. Dan Issa  

8. Joann Lafrancois  

9. Joseph Hindy  

10.  Mary Briden  

11.  Rachel Haddad 

12.  Susan Capone  

13.  Ephraim Doumato 

14.  Matt Wilchynski  

15.  Donna Ferland  
 

Gift Card Winners: Dr. John Nazarian & Mira Saggal 

Congratulations to all winners and thank you all for your support! 



 The Holy Theophany of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ 

Icon explanation 

The Holy Trinity is made manifested on earth for our salvation 



 Following Jesus 
Kids bulletin 



Announcements  

Click here for donations https://bit.ly/32BgjtB 

We are pleased to announce 
The Daily Divine Liturgy 

At St. Elias Chapel (St. Basil the Great Melkite Greek Catholic Church) 

Tuesday through Friday at 9 A.M. 

Saturday at 4 P.M. 

Sunday at 11 A.M. 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on 

Saturday 2:30 - 3:30 P.M. and Sunday 9:30 - 10:30 A.M.  

https://bit.ly/32BgjtB


Announcements  

 

“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live” John 11:25 

Remember me in your Kingdom 
You are invited to the Divine Liturgy for the departed  

in the Lord in the Hope of Resurrection 
On the last Wednesday of the Month at 6:30 pm 

(52: 11)يو أنَاَ هُوَ الْقِيَامَةُ وَالْحَيَاةُ. مَنْ آمَنَ بيِ وَلوَْ مَاتَ فَسَيحَْيَا.   

 اذكرني في ملكوتك  
 أدعوكم إلى القداس الإلهي

 
 من اجل الراقدين على رجاء القيامة  

 
مساء 6::0في الأربعاء الأخير من كل شهر الساعة   



Alerts and Latest Guidance 

•Social Gatherings: as of October 30, the indoor and outdoor social gathering limit is 10 people because social 

gatherings have been the source of many positive cases. 

•Early closures: All restaurants, bars, gyms, recreational facilities, and personal services must close at 10 p.m. 

Sunday – Thursday and at 10:30 p.m. on Friday and Saturday. (Effective November 8, 2020) 

•Stay-at-home advisory is in effect from 10 p.m. – 5 a.m. Sunday – Thursday and from 10:30 p.m. – 5 a.m. on 

Friday and Saturday. (Effective November 8, 2020) 

•Venues of assembly: The capacity limit for indoor venues (performing arts venues, movie theaters, houses of 

worship) is 50% of normal capacity with a maximum of 125 people. The limit for outdoor venues is 66% of 

normal capacity with a maximum of 150 people. (Effective November 8, 2020) 

•Catered events: The capacity limit for indoor catered events is 25 and for outdoor catered events is 75, with 

exceptions for previously scheduled weddings. (Effective November 8, 2020) 

•Large retailers: The capacity limit for big box stores (more than 30,000 square feet of space) is one person 

per 150 square feet. (Effective November 8, 2020) 

•Business travel: Businesses are asked to cancel any non-essential, work-related travel. (Effective November 

8, 2020) 

•Masks are required any time you’re near people who don’t live with you, including at the gym. 
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 “CUSTOMIZE YOUR DREAMS”  

SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM MADE JEWELRY & ON-SITE  

JEWELRY AND WATCH REPAIR WHILE YOU WAIT  

Cash 4 *Gold/Silver/Diamonds/Platinum*  

Sami Karraz, President - 508-643-3543  

ElieJewelers@comcast.net  

999 South Washington St., N. Attleboro, MA 02760  
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Feel Better Live Better  
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If you wish to advertise your business in our weekly bulletin,  
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Proud to be part of your community.  
401.233.4700 — www.navigantcu.org 

New location:  

3102 Mendon Rd. Cumberland, RI 02864 

Phone: (401) 658-1155  

https://nbgqa.com/new-england-stone/

