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St. Basil the Great

Melkite Catholic Church
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B intercede with Christ God to save our souls.
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; Troparion of St Basil

Sunday
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_ Troparion of the Resurrection (6™ tone)

E The angelic powers were around Your tomb, and the guards became as dead, and Mary
stood at the tomb, seeking Your spotless body; Then You despoiled Hades without being
N tried by it, and You met the Virgin O Bestower of life. O Lord, who rose from the dead,

glory to You!
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¢ Kondakion of the Holy Cross (4™ Tone)
O Christ God, who chose by Your free volition to be elevated upon the holy cross, grant
Your mercies to Your new people who are called by Your name. In Your power gladden
the hearts of our public authorities. Strengthen them in every good deed so that Your

_ true alliance may be for them a weapon of peace and a standard of victory.
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Troparion of the Holy Cross (15t tone)

“0 Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance, granting peace to the world. And
5 Dreserve your community by the power of your Cross.”
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Your voice has gone forth to all the earth, so that it
might receive your doctrine. Through it you have
taught in a Godly manner, you have made clear the
nature of creation, and you set in order the rules of
men. O Holy father of royal priesthood Basil,


http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gSoG7RG4sA-lGDWDfFIE4hFNeub9DgACqHVjFC25_XLZYIOxnKWCfvSk
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz8
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Epistle: Sunday after the Holy Cross, Galatians 2: 16-21

Epistle of the Twenty First Sunday after Pentecost
PROKIMENON (Tone 4)

How great are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you have
wrought them all.

Stichon: Bless the Lord. O my soul! You are very great indeed, O
Lord my God!

READING from the Epistle of 5t. Paul to the Galatians
BRETHREM, we know man is not justified by the works of the
Law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. Hence we also believe in Christ
Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the
works of the Law, because by the works of the Law no man will
be justified. But if, while we are seeking to be justified in Christ,
we ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ therefore the
minister of sin? By no means. For if | rebuild the things |
destroyed, | make myself a sinner. For through the Law | have
died to the Law that | may live for God. With Christ | am nailed
to the cross. |t is now no longer | who live, but Christ is living in
me. And the life | now live in the flesh, | live within the faith in
the Son of God wheo loved me and gave himself up for me.
ALLELUIA [Tone 4)

String your bow, go forth, reign for the sake of truth, meeknass
and righteousness, and wour right hand shall lead wyou
wonderfully.

Stichon: You loved rightecusness and hated iniguity: therefore
God, your God, ancinted you with the oil of joy above your
companions.

Gospel: Sunday after the Holy Cross

Mark 8:34-9:1

The Lord said, “If anyone wishes to come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For anyone who
would save his life will lose it; but anyone who loses his life for
my sake and for the sake of the Good News will save it. For
what does it profit a man, if he gains the whole world, but
suffers the loss of his own soul? Or what will a man give in
exchange for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of me and of
miy words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will
the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes with the haly
angels in the glory of his Father."” And he said to them, "Amen |
say to you, there are some of those standing here who will not
taste death, till they have seen the kingdom of God coming in
power.”

Hymn to the Theotokos Hirmos of the 9th Ode of the
Feast

0 Mother of God, you became a mystical paradise when
without tilling you brought forth Christ our God by whom the
life-giving tree of the Cross was planted on earth. Wherefore
we deeply bow before this Cross which is exalted today, and we
magnify you.
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May their
souls rest in
a place of
peace, where
there is no
pain, no grief
and no
sighing
but life
everlasting.
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THERE ARE A NUMBER OF PASSAGES that we find in
one of the Gospels but not in the others. The
raising of Lazarus, for example, is recorded only in
John. The birth of John the Baptist, certain of the
Lord’s parables, such as the Good Samaritan and
Jesus” washing of the disciples’ feet are found in
only one Gospel, not the others. It may be that the
people who first witnessed one of these events or
heard a certain teaching were important to the
local community and emphasized it in their
preaching. Thus this episode found a place in the
Gospel written in that community.

This is not the case for the Lord’s call for anyone
who would seek to be His follower to “take up his
cross and follow me” (Mk 8:34). This teaching is
found in each of the four Gospels, suggesting that
it was important to the first Christians throughout
the early Church. One could not be a Christian
without carrying one’s cross, they all affirmed, but
what does this key passage mean? What is one’s
cross? Is it one’s spouse, or one’s rheumatism, as is
often held, or is it something more?

In the ancient world, the cross was a symbol of
shame reserved for executing the least important members of society.
From about the sixth century Bc until the practice was abolished by the
Emperor St Constantine the Great in the fourth century AD, crucifixion
was the “preferred” method of executing slaves, captives and the worst
criminals who had no rights in the ruling culture. The painful nature of
this punishment is the source of our English word excruciating.

For Christians, the cross quickly became the symbol of sacrifice, of self-
giving in imitation of Christ. As Christ’s sacrifice on the cross was the
moment of His glorification, so the Christian’s sacrifice would be seen
as the time of his or her exaltation with Christ as well.

Sacrificing One’s Life

The first Christians were acutely aware that they might be called to
follow Christ to a literal cross, sacrificing their lives as He did. Thus the
apostolic brothers Peter and Andrew and some others were actually
crucified by pagan authorities. Countless others since then have met
their deaths in a host of ways. Practically every day we commemorate
martyrs among the saints. This week alone we honor several martyrs of
the Roman persecutions: the Great Martyrs Euphemia (9/16),
Eustathius and his family (9/20) and a dozen others. Local Churches
may also commemorate other martyrs from the Persian, Arab, Turkish
or Communist persecutions.

For the followers of Christ, martyrdom is never very far away. Christians
today in many parts of Asia and Africa are giving up their lives rather
than deny their faith in Christ their Savior. The demise of militant
atheistic Communism was followed quickly by the rise of militant
Islamism and even militant Hinduism and ultra-Orthodox Judaism as
these peoples strive vainly to purify their cultures from foreign
influences. Recently a watchdog group in Europe concluded that more
than 100,000 Christians are killed each year “because of some relation
to their faith.”

Sacrificing One’s Self
As Christ’s death was the consequence of His assuming our whole

nature, the sacrifice of blood-martyrdom
is inseparably tied to the martyr’s witness
to Christ. The very word martyr means
withess, a withess made at the cost of
one’s life. The Gospel indicates another
kind of witnessing unto death in this
passage, when Christ says, “let him deny
himself and take up his cross...” (Mk 8:34).
In addition to our physical life which may
be sacrificed in blood-martyrdom, we also
have an inner life: the life of our ego. We
want do this, own that, eat or drink this.
We can satisfy every urge that our
material resources allow, or we can deny
ourselves to witness to Christ. This is the
heart of asceticism, whether in its
institutional expression {monasticism) or
in the call of every Christian to place God
and others first in our lives.

In no previous age has the average person
been more able to avail himself of
entertainments every day. In our society
the stuff of popular entertainment is sin:
greed, lust, violence and the rest. It permeates TV, sleazy movies, the
Internet and even commercials. It appeals to the voyeur and the
gossiper in us. The follower of Christ is called to put aside these
entertainments, dying to internet porn, celebrity gossip, and whatever
elseis “of the earth.”

Our economy is built on consumerism: buying the newest, biggest
whatever — simply because we can. Commercials would have us believe
that doing so will make us happy and fulfilled. The message of dying to
self, on the other hand, calls us to live simply that others may simply
live.

0 Aifcol ToN
CTAPOM
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Our immediate concerns, our convenience, and the welfare of those
closest to us often blind us to the needs of the wider Church and the
world around us. Can dying to self also involve putting to death the
parochialism of our everyday lives?

It often happens, as St Augustine noted, that our cross drags us along,
rather than we carry it. We find the precepts of the Gospels
burdensome rather than life-giving, and we observe them only out of a
sense of obligation. When we do take up the cross, the Fathers remind
us, we need to keep our eyes upon Christ whom we are but following.
In the words of Caesarius of Arles, “To what place are we to follow
Christ, if not where He has already gone? We know that He has risen
and ascended into heaven; there, then, we must follow Him. There is
no cause for despair — by ourselves we can do nothing, but we have
Christ’s promise... Human sin made the road rough; Christ’s
resurrection has leveled it. By passing over it Himself, He transformed
the narrowest of tracks into a royal highway” (Sermon 159, 6).

Come, O people and behold a most glorious wonder — let us worship
the power of the Cross. A tree brought about death in paradise, but
this tree has caused life to blossom forth, for the sinless Lord was
nailed to it. Receiving incorruption from it, all you nations, let us cry:
You who abolished Death by the cross and freed us, glory to You!
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were inspired to write Scripture for the
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FATHER 5
Y HAN]!

STYLITE
'IHEH OF GOD

Marty Marmmas - Jabn the Faster,
Patriarch of Constartiropis

4

Sen

2C0R 925 K17

the whole world.”

“When the fullness of time came, God
bomn under the Law, so that He might redeem those under the Law,
so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons,
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts crying, ‘Abba!’ (Father).
Therefore, you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, also an

whe together with the Father and the
is worshipped and glorified, whe
spoke through the prophels.

The Holy Spirit is one of the persons of the Holy Trinity, equal in glory with
the Father and the Son. When the Spirit descended on the apostles after
Christ’'s Ascension into heaven, the ap:
grace. In the words of the Troparion of Pentecost, “Blessed are You, O Christ
our God, Who have filled the fishermen with wisdom by sending down the
Holy Spirit upon them, and Who through them, have caught in Your net
The Holy Spirit taught the apostles what to say (Acts
4:8-14), gave them courage (Acts 4:31), and authority (Acts 15:28-29).

It is by receiving the Holy Spirit through the Mystery of Baptism that all of
us are invited into the life of God.
pray to God as “Our Father™ in imitation of the Son of God himself. As St.
Paul explained to the Galatians:

The Spirit makes

heir through God" (Galatians 4:4-7).

M E20-27

Hieomartyr Anthimeas, Bishop of
thar Thacctistos

Nicomedio - Fol

Hieomartyr Babryias Bishap
af Articech - Prophet Mose:

Our very ability to call on God as Father and to say *J
faith is given to us by the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:3), Who awakens our
foith and conforms us ever more closely to the image of the Son (se
Corinthians 3:18).

WHO SPOKE THROUGH THE PROPHETS

When we say the Holy Spirit spoke through the prophets, we are confessing
that the Spirit inspired the prophets in both the Old and New Testaments, both
in their speaking ministries and in authoring the books of sacred Scripture.
The title “prophet” refers in the
Scripture, such as the authors of the prophetlc books (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel etc.). It also refers more broadly to all the biblical authors who
sake of our salvation. This line of the Creed reminds us to revere Scripture as God'’s own words.

first instance to those

FRIDAY

2 CORME-2
MIC41-9

5

et Zachariah,
father of the Fommrmer

stles were transformed by divine

us children of God who

sent his Son, born of @ woman,

Jesus is Lord” in

e 2

called “prophet” in

HER 22
LK 621

IRACLE OF ARCHA

THE M MNGEL
MICHAEL AT COLOSSAE

LK 139-49; 56 GAL 472-77 2C0RTE3-T GAL 11-320-24; GAL 2:6-10
7 8 PHIL 2:5-11 9 -2 1 0 ME 4:35-41 1 1 MELS: 1 2 MK 5:22-24, 35-45; 61 1 3
LK V338-42; TH27-28
SUNDAY BEFORE NATIVITY OF THE ANCESTORS OF CHRIST Lsms—utl'z of the SATURDWY BEFORE
THE HOLY CROSS MOTHER OF GOD JOACHIM AND ANN Nativity of Mary THE HOLY CROSS
TONE4
Foemfmast of the nativity of the 1. Martyrs Menodom, 1, 1. 1. DEDICATION OF THE
Mother of God - Mortyr Somon MARTYR SEVERIAN Metrodon ond Nymphodoro Miotiher Thaodorn of Mexandria Mortyr Autonomus BASLICA OF THE RESURRECTION
JN 1228-35 GAL 27116 2 COR &1-10 GAL305-22 GAL 3:75-29; 4:1.5 GAL 4:8-21 1COR L»-: 51 215
14 COR 118-24 15 MIC524-3 16 L 736-50 17 ME E7-13 18 62045 19 ME E45-53 20 BM-30
N ST TR,
EXALTATION OF THE CROSS SATURDAY AFTER
TONES THE HOLY CROSS
oot e . Ao T Greoe. oty Euntothive,
Fother =, h heopista and their
1 Moty hi::l.q' 1‘ Great-martyr Euchemia 1‘ mS:PFunr? Hope and Ch:uir"r ;;;m: O’g::-l':ﬂ n C'EI_.C 1- Sub'gu':u?:‘:'idmt:‘u?ﬂ edes 1‘ ::‘sigll\-:ﬂ upu:.ux . it 1‘
G pl418 SI"'-I-ID GAL 472 GAL 6:2-10 EPH 11-9 100R 10:33-28
21 2 a 2 23 LK1s-25 24 LE 405 25 LK 4:16-22 26 27 LE 4:51-36
SUNDAY AFTER CONCEPTION OF ST. JOHN REPOSE OF 5T. JOHN
THE HOLY CROSS THE FORERUNNER APOSTLE AND THEGLDGIAN
TONEE
Leawe-toking of the: 1. Martyrs Colistmotos and his compaon:
Exohotion of the Cros Hismomartyr Phocas PFrotomartyr Theca Miotier Euphosyme ore
EPH 122-2%, 213 EPH 2:19-22; 31-7
28 29 LK 4:38-44 30 L 512-%
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER
THE HOLY CROSS
TOMET

Father Chariton the Confessor

Father Cyricicos the Anchorite

Hisrormary Gregery,
Bishop of Amert
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HOW & WHY do we make

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS?

AND WHAT
Witk your
right’hand... & The
DOES IT Jrenant... Claee B thump and
' ?’rft two
ingers (ome
M EA N ? lLO eﬁ7€r Z‘D
a point,

The last +wo Finaer reprefentm_
remain. flat a//'szt the a[{rz, the Holy Triity:
represmf/'ry he two natures Father, Son, and
of Christ:Human and Divine. Ho/y Spirit.

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER...
Touch your n'gh’r hand to 3our
forehead.

L/ { ".
-
AR
~ 9 34
v iy A »
N .
- [
£ LTS s

.-.AND O

first Yo your right shoulder, and then

...AND OF THE SON...
Touch your right hand to
your [Swer chest or be“}j-

v

THE HOLY SPIRIT--. Touch your right hand
You eft Shoulder.




To the parents of our young children

Rel ax! God put the wiggle
have to suppress it in Godos
Little Flower!

MDonodt be afraid to sit towar d
see and hear.

TQuietly explain the parts of the Mass to your children.
Theyol | |l earn quicklIly.
1Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the Mass responses out
loud. Have the kids sit, kneel and stand together with
you, too. Children best learn liturgical behavior by
copying you.
1If you need to step out of Mass with your child to calm them down or just to take

a wal k, feel free to do so, but please

children come to me. 0

{Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the
way they respond to the Church, to God, to Christ and to one another. Let
them know that they are always at home in this house of worship.

To the members of the parish:

A smile of encouragement is always welcome to parents with small, active
children. The presence of children is a gift to the Church and to our parish. They
give us, o0a future full of people. o
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"EveFﬁJerson who walks thfough our'doors is important to us, so if you ever feel like just
another number, we're doing something wrong and | give you permission to tell me about it."
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