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July 4th 2021 

 األحد السادس بعد العنرصة
 شفاء مخلع كفرناحوم 

 القيامة باللحن الخامس طروبارية
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Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Healing of the Paralytic  

Troparion of the Resurrection, (5th Tone ) 

Let us O Faithful praise and worship the Word coeternal with 

the Father and the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation.  

For He has willed to be lifted in the flesh upon the Cross, and 

to endure death, and to raise the dead by his glorious 

Resurrection. 

 

Troparion of St Basil 

Your voice has sounded all over the earth, that accepted your 

preaching. You gave a divine explanation of doctrine, and 

made clear the nature of creatures, and set a rule of life for 

men. Holy Father, and Kingly Priest, intercede with Christ God 

to grant us great mercy. 

 

Kondakion:  

O never failing Protectress of Christians and their ever present 

intercessor before the Creator, despise not the petitions of us 

sinners, but in your goodness extend your help to us who call 

upon you with confidence.  Hasten, O Mother of God, to 

intercede for us, for you have always protected those who 

honor you. 

 

http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gSoG7RG4sA-lGDWDfFIE4hFNeub9DgACqHVjFC25_XLZYIOxnKWCfvSk
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3gkI2Uk%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3A4ZovTontTErgD-KhDBkZAqs9QkFTlT-dWmDF16jJlbbjf1K3HeSg2ag&h=AT0l5abQIbAo_FiI6C90Jrc-zoSOPpjSiOu0Xz8dZmmbbOqnLKYOfBoKDMOrOVpIBM-PJOxEe5s7WvS5OeAhdguFWCFUmiLlnGaUn1xuJHbaD74fN0-3Hd3dRV
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Epistle, 6TH of Pentecost, PROKIMENON (Tone 5)  

You, O Lord, will keep us and preserve us always from this 

generation.  

Stichon: Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any holy man, for 

truthfulness has vanished from among the children of men.  

Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans 

BRETHREN, we have gifts differing according to the grace that has 

been given us, such as prophecy to be used according to the degree 

of faith, or ministry in ministering, or instruction in teaching, or 

exhortation in encouraging, or almsgiving in being generous with 

simplicity, or leadership in leading with discretion, or works of 

mercy in performing them joyfully. 

 

Let love be without pretense. Hate what is evil. Hold to what is 

good. Love one another with fraternal charity, being the first to 

honor the other. Be not slothful in zeal; be fervent in spirit, serving 

the Lord, rejoicing in hope. Be patient in tribulations, persevering in 

prayer. Relieve the saints’ needs, practicing hospitality. Bless those 

who persecute you: bless, and do not curse!  

ALLELUIA (Tone 5)  

Your favor, O Lord, I will sing forever; from generation to 

generation, my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.  

Stichon: For you have said, “My kindness is established forever.” In 

heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness. 

 

Gospel, 6th of Pentecost, Matthew 9: 1-8  

(Healing of a Paralytic at Capernaum.)  

At that time, getting into a boat, Jesus crossed over and came to his 

own town. And behold, they brought to him a paralytic lying on a 

pallet. And Jesus, seeing their faith, said to the paralytic, “Take 

courage, son; your sins are forgiven you.” And behold, some of the 

Scribes said within themselves, “This man blasphemes.” And Jesus, 

knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you harbor evil thoughts in 

your hearts? For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ 

or to say, ‘Arise, and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of 

Man has power on earth to forgive sins” then he said to the 

paralytic “Arise, take up your pallet and go to your house.” And he 

arose, and went away to his house. But when the crowds saw it, 

they were struck with fear, and glorified God who had given such 

power to men. 

 

 

 

Our church organizations: 

 

MAYA: organization of Melkite 

Catholics ages 18 – 26 (and at 

least 1 year out of high school) 

under patronage of our bishop, 

the Most Reverend Nicholas 

Samra.   

https://melkite.org/maya  

 

MYO: Provides a common 

forum for all the young people 

of St. Basil's Church, and that 

the Organization initiate, 

coordinate, and direct 

religious, social, educational, 

and humanitarian programs 

designed to promote the 

involvement of its membership 

in the Christian Faith and the 

Melkite tradition.  

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html 

 

NAMW: Promotes and 

supports vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life in 

the United States.   

https://melkite.org/namw  

 

 

 

https://melkite.org/maya
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
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SACRIFICIAL GIVING:  June 27, 2021:  Budgets:  $1,247.00:  Envelopes:  $1,215.00; Loose: $32.00; Stipends: 
$270.00; Candles: $87.00; Building Fund: $190.00; Melkite Support: $76.00; Donation: $300.00. 
 
NEXT WEEKEND, there will be a special collection taken up for the UPKEEP & MAINTENANCE OF THE CEMETERY. 
Please be generous and provide a peaceful resting place for our beloved deceased.    
 
GRAPE LEAVES:  The Food Fair Committee is appealing to all parishioners and friends to donate sufficient grape 
leaves to accommodate the needs of this popular cuisine.  Anyone willing to donate some leaves can bring them 
to the church and they will be stored in the freezer. Arrangements will be made by the Committee to freeze them. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Please be advised that the weekly bulletin has not been printed due to the COVID-19 guidelines and restrictions, 
but presently, information is available online, church Facebook page and on YouTube. 
 
FATHER DANIEL NASSANEY UPDATE:   Thank you all for your prayers and best wishes. They are my source of 
health and hope. I am doing well and try walking a mile each day. My left leg is still my weak leg. My balance 
remains unsteady, so I use a walking stick. I saw the plastic surgeon yesterday. He is happy with the healing of the 
wound where the cancer was removed. He emphasized that the closure is progressing well, but it will take a lot of 
patience as new skin will eventually form. I shall have a MRI and CAT SCAN at the end of July before seeing the 
surgeon who removed the tumor. Hopefully there shall be no cancer.  You remain always in my prayer. FR. DAN! 
 
GENERAL HOME VISITATIONS, SICK CALLS, HOSPITAL VISITS:  Father Ephrem has been fully vaccinated and is now 
available for these parish services. Just email him at office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com and leave him your 
message. PLEASE! NO GRATUITIES!   A cup of coffee or tea is just fine. He looks forward to in-person contact. 
 

THIS SUNDAY, July 4, 2021, is a day of celebration and parties. Have fun, and please drive carefully. 
 
FOR GOD'S BLESSING: It is not for me to glorify the country which I love with all my heart and soul. I may 
not ask your praise for anything admirable which the United States has been or done. But on my country's 
birthday, I may do something far more solemn and more worthy of the hour. I may ask for your prayers in 
her behalf: That on the manifold and wondrous chance which God is giving her... on her unconstrained 
religious life; on her passion for education and her eager search for truth; on her over-zealous care for the 
poor man's rights and opportunities, on her quiet homes where the future generations of men are growing; 
... on her wide gates open to the East and to the West; on her strange meeting of the races out of which a 
new race is slowly being born, on her vast enterprise and illimitable hopefulness - on all these materials and 
machineries of manhood, on all that the life of my country must mean for humanity, I am asking you to pray 
that the blessing of God, ... may rest forever.  
 
REFLECTION: “When someone loves you, the way they talk about you is different. You feel safe & comfortable.” 
- Jess C. Scott, The Intern. 

 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Ask and you shall 

receive, seek and you 

shall find, knock and it 

shall be opened," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos, Your Most 

Holy Mother, I knock, I 

seek, I ask that my prayer 

be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"All that you ask of the 

Father in My Name, He 

will grant you," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos Your Most 

Holy Mother, I humbly 

and urgently ask your 

Father in your name that 

my prayer will be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Heaven and earth shall 

pass away but My word 

shall not pass away," 

through the intercession 

of the Theotokos Your 

Most Holy Mother, I feel 

confident that my prayer 

will be granted.  

mailto:office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com


 

Prayer for the dead 

O God of all spirits and of all 
flesh, who have destroyed 
death, overcome the devil, and 
given life to the world: grant, O 
Lord to the souls of your 
servants, who have departed 
from this life, that they may rest 
in a place of light, in a place of 
happiness, in a place of peace, 
where there is no pain, no grief, 
no sighing. And since You are 
gracious God and Lover of 
mankind, forgive them every sin 
they have committed by 
thought, or word, or deed, for 
there is not a man who lives 
and does not sin: You alone are 
without sin, your righteousness 
is everlasting, and your word is 
true.  
For You are the Resurrection 
and the Life, and the Repose of 
your departed servants, O 
Christ our God, and we render 
glory to You, together with your 
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving 
Spirit, now and always and 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

TODAY, SATURDAY, JULY  3, AND SUNDAY, JULY 4, 2021:  SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST.  
COMMEMORATION OF OUR HOLY FATHER ANDREW OF CRETE, THE JEROSOLYMITAN. 
 
4:00 p.m.  DIVINE LITURGY:  
 
+    JOSEPH HARRAKA by niece Barbara, Doug Knapp & Family. 
+    REV. ARCHDEACON GEORGE YANY & ANGELA MAZZONE by Joe & Connie Fayan. 
+    MARY TAHAN by Ron & Ann Marie Pise. 
+    GILBERT R. DUBOIS by Hon. Thomas Lazieh & Sons. 
+    BARBARA FAGER by Annette Najjar. 
+    VICTORIA PROCHNIAK by Charles & Francine Robat. 
+    LOUIS, HELEN, STELLA, JOSEPH, LEO SALHANY by Mr. George Salhany. 
+    YVONNE HAGGAR COLABELLA by Annette Najjar. 
 
11:00 a.m. DIVINE LITURGY: 
 
+    LOUIS, MATILDE, & ELIAS SARKAS by Dr. Jennifer Sarkas. 
+    GEORGE LOZE (Valencia, Venezuela) by M/M Craig Kishfy & Family. 
+    CLAUDINE RABBAT by George & Sherine Mussalli & Family. 

+    GEORGE BOUDJOUK by Michael & Afaf Ashkar. 
+    MARIE CLAIRE CHOUHA by Jeffrey & Jessica Boudjouk. 
+    GEORGE DECKEY by Jane Jabren. 
+    GEORGEANNA DECKEY by St. Basil’s Social Committee. 
+    LOUIS P. KISHFY by Maryjoan Walsh. 
+    ALBERT J. KISHFY by Samir & Hanaa Boudjouk. 
+    FRANCIS A. SAGGAL by Carole & Tony Samaha. 
+    ELIAS J. KISHFY by Christine Durnin. 
+    JULIA & FRED KISHFY by M/M Norman E. Kishfy. 
+    YUSUF & BLANCHE MUSSALLI by Brian & Christine Gillmore. 
+    GEORGETTE A. SAGGAL by Wedad, Andrew & Fam; Peter & Fam. Kawa. 

Divine L i turgy Intent ions  



 I am sure that we have all 
felt stuck, trapped, or 
paralyzed in one way or 
another at some point in our 
lives.  Whether we were 
physically ill or caught in an 
unhealthy relationship or an 
unfortunate situation at 
work, life is full of 
circumstances where we 
seem to lack the strength to 
move forward in freedom.  
The same is true when we think about the spiritual life and our own 
personal characteristics.  Learning to put others before ourselves, to 
restrain various appetites and desires, and to stop behaviors to which 
we have become addicted are all very difficult things to do.  Sometimes 
we fall into despair and simply give up because we have had so little 
success in overcoming our paralysis.  Sometimes we feel helpless before 
the problems and challenges that we face. 
 
            The good news is that Jesus Christ gives us all solid grounds for 
hope in gaining strength, freedom, and salvation. This Tuesday is the 
great feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord, when we celebrate the 
revelation of His divinity to Peter, James, and John, for Christ was 
illumined brilliantly with light, and the voice of the Father proclaimed, 
“This is my beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased.”  At the same time, 
we continue in the Dormition fast as we prepare to celebrate on August 
15 how the Theotokos shared in the resurrection of her Son– body, soul, 
and spirit—and followed Him into the heavenly Kingdom upon her 
death. 
 
            Taken together, these feasts remind us that God’s salvation 
liberates us from captivity to the brokenness of our lives in our corrupt 
world, for the Son of God has truly taken on every dimension of our 
humanity and transfused it with holiness.  He was transfigured before 
His disciples and we too may be changed by uniting ourselves as fully as 
possible with the Lord.  His divinity will be revealed through us as we 
shine with light even as the paralyzed man was enabled to get up and 
walk toward his house.  As for him, the process of healing begins with 
the forgiveness of sins which Christ mercifully grants to all who come to 
Him with humble repentance.  His mercy is such that He forgave this 
wretched man without the fellow saying anything at all due to the faith 
of his friends who literally carried him to Christ.  Perhaps his paralyzed 
state was also a sign of his humility and dependence upon the Lord and 
an image of our collective sickness and decay.  The Savior did not stop, 
however, with forgiving his sins, for He transfigured his life by 
enabling—indeed, by ordering—him to get up, pickup his bed, and walk 
home. 
 
            The truth is that Christ says exactly the same thing to us all, for 
His forgiveness is not some kind of legal degree but a true participation 
in His life, holiness, and divinity which heals and transforms us into living 
icons of His salvation.  He calls and enables us all to live the kind of life 
described by St. Paul:  “Let love be without hypocrisy.  Abhor what is 
evil.  Cling to what is good.  Be kindly affectionate to one another with 
brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another…Bless those 
who persecute you:  bless and do not curse.”  No, it is not easy to live 
that way, especially in relation to people who have wronged us or whom 

we do not find it easy to 
like or in situations where 
we have trained 
ourselves to see only the 
bad in others and what 
else can go wrong.  
Likewise, it surely was not 
easy for the paralyzed 
man to transition from 
being an invalid to having 
an active life, for we tend 
to get used to whatever 

state of life we are in and find it stressful, frustrating, and scary to act 
differently.  No matter how miserable we make ourselves, we often 
prefer that to the difficult course of change for the better. 
 
             
            Even though we fall down like toddlers taking their first steps 
with some frequency, we must keep moving forward as best we can in 
the new life that Christ has given us.  Otherwise, we will end up rejecting 
Him because we will worship ourselves and attempt to make Him in our 
own image, to use Him simply to get what we want and disregard 
everything else to which He calls us.  Certainly, we are all inclined to do 
that because of our self-centeredness and pride, but that is precisely 
why we have to gain strength in denying ourselves so that we can 
refocus our energies on serving the Lord and our neighbors in whom He 
is present to us each day. 
 
            As anyone who has tried to fast, pray, show generosity to the 
needy, and forgive others learns very quickly, we all suffer from some 
degree of paralysis.  It is often astonishingly hard to inconvenience 
ourselves even a little bit in order to give attention to God and our 
neighbors or to restrain our slavery to our taste buds, stomachs, and 
bank accounts.  When the Church calls us to undertake these spiritual 
disciplines, it is not as a punishment or because God likes us to see us 
suffer.  It is because we need help in getting up from our beds and 
moving forward with our lives.  We are all too comfortable with the 
misery of our weakness and paralysis.  Our feeble struggles to embrace 
the spiritual disciplines reveal to us the truth about ourselves and should 
lead us to call in humility for the Lord’s help in serving Him more 
faithfully. 
 
I hope that we are all doing our best to be transfigured into the new 
life that Jesus Christ has brought to the world as the Second Adam in 
whom our corrupt, fallen humanity is healed, restored, and blessed.  I 
hope that none of us will rest content to lie in the bed of our passions, 
weaknesses, and self-indulgent addiction to life as we have come to 
know it on our own terms.  For our Savior did not come to make us 
feel better about ourselves, to help us succeed by worldly standards, 
or even simply to forgive us.  He came to make us participants in the 
life of the Holy Trinity, to become by grace what God is by nature.  Yes, 
that means shining with light and holiness as He did at the 
Transfiguration.  Let us take even the small, faltering steps of which we 
are capable to become more like Christ—to rise, take up our beds, and 
walk as best we can, trusting that His grace and mercy are healing us 
from our paralysis and weakness, and ushering us out of misery into a 
new and joyful way of living. 
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هغفواة لم خطاياك فالخطية ىه سب  أاله اد  المسيح يبح  عن شفةاء اإلنسةان هةن 

 ها يؤدب ا الرب بنهراض الةجةسةد بسةبة  خةطةايةانةا  يةؤدبة ةا 
ً
ا المرض دالداءد  ل ف:  أن  ث أ

ود  هةن كةنلة  ف  الةجةسةد يةكةف عةن ::-21:5ف  الةجةسةد لةن ال نةدان هةع الةعةالة  اعة  

ي الة ةفةن لةتةتةمةتةع بةالةية ةوة د 11:الخطية ااب) 
ود المسيح حيأ  يةغةفةر الةخةطةايةا فة:ةو فشةل 

 فالسيد الرب هو فاحص القلوب  الك د 

 

السيد المسيح ل  يق. أيما افرس أن أغفر الخطايا أها أن أشل  المرض  بة. أيةمةا أفرسة أن 

يقال  ذا أ   ذاد ألن ف  نظر ال اس أن األفرس هو أن يقال هةغةفةواة لةم خةطةايةاك هةن أن 

د فَّنع إبا لال هغفواة لم خطاياك فلن يرى أحد الةخةطةايةا  يقال ل  إحم. شيرك  إهش 

 ىه كغفر   لكن لو لال لة  إحةمة. شيةرك فة:ة ةا سةيةظة:ةر صةدلةع إن لةام الةروة.  حةمة. 

 شيرهد 

 

ي ايةعةان الشةبةاب عة ةدهةا وةاء ا 
 ف 
ً
ا عمن هو هذا المفلوج   يبد  أنع كان شابا ً ال نعل   ث أ

دد كةةفةةيةةد اعةة  األغةةلةة و أنةةع كةةان حةةديةة  »بةةع إا الةةمةةسةةيةةح  ألن لةةغةةة الةةمةةسةةيةةح لةةع  ي
يةةابةةّت 

السنددد  ال نةعةلة  هةَّت   ةيةف أصةابةع هةذا الةفةالةل أ  الشةلة. الةكةاهة.   ال نةعةلة  هة. كةان 
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ي هةطةلةع حةيةاكةع د أ غة. ف 
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ي الرس    ابما كان بلم هو السب  المةبةاش  فةيةمةا انةتةم إلةيةع هةن الشةلة. الةتةام  
 كمادى ف 

 هن نوا  ثالث: حال إن الشل. يرهز إا الخطية ع  أل 
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  بإيمان بدستوا اإليمان الة ةيةقةا ل  نةقةبة. كة. الةحةقةائةق اإللة:ةيةة الةعةقةيةديةة 
ّ
بتواضع نسل
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 عدم الثقة بالمسيح فسوي اب ا  حي ذاك ن ال هغفرة الخطايا  حي ذاك نثق بةنن بةإيةمةان 

 اواء  هحبة نحم. وميع الذين أصييوا بمرض الفةالةل الةر اي الةعةضةال هةن أصةدلةائة ةا 

 ألربائ ا   ننَئي ب:  أهام الةرب فسةوي لةية ةالةوا هةغةفةرة الةخةطةايةا  الشةفةاء الةتةام هةن وةمةيةع 
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  لد كلبست:ا ه. ل ا ثقة بنن باستطاعة المسيح أن فشل 
ً
أنفس ا أيضا

أهراض الخطايا  ل نِ  إبن إا الرب فسوي كما أَئ إليع بلم المخلع   ل قتِد بع بالصالة 

ي نفوس ا المريضة  نفوس أصدلائ ا  ألربائ ا  ك. هن يمتال إلي ا بصلة  كلم 
إليع كي فشل 

ال فوس الَّتي لد أصاب:ا فالل الالهباالة  فال صوم  ال صالة   ال كو يةةةةع صدلا د  ال بد 
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إليع الصلوا  الحااة بإيمان  اواء  هحبة  الدعاء المستمر ألو. أنفس ا  ألو. 

ي هرض أ  أل   فجنة ك فرج ع ا هذه الشدة  
ي ضيق أ  ف 

اآلخريند أل  يحدث ل ا أن   ا ف 

 هؤه يأ  كانوا لد وثوا أهام الرب  طليوا إليع بالصالة الحااة لي قذنا   لب. 
ً
بلم أن أناسا

ك:   الذين كت ع  أا اح:   الرب شفاعت: د أ  أن القدفسيأ  الذين علي ا أن نقتدل بس أ

ي فرد س ال عي  هع المسيح فشفعون في ا ل  ال شفاء ال فن  الجسد د 
 اآلن ف 
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Liturgical Calendar 

Jesus Christ, you travelled through towns and villages “curing every disease and illness.”  
At your command, the sick were made well.  

Come to our aid now, in the midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience your healing love.  
Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their strength and health through quality medical care. 
Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and neighbors from helping one another. 

Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders. 
Stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow. Be with those who have died from the virus.  

May they be at rest with you in your eternal peace. Be with the families of those who are sick or have died.  
As they worry and grieve, defend them from illness and despair. May they know your peace.  

Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals who seek to heal and help those affected  
and who put themselves at risk in the process. May they know your protection and peace.   

Be with our priests and spiritual care givers.  May they know that they are loved and cared for. 
Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act with charity and true concern for the well-being of the people  

they are meant to serve. Give them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that will help prepare for or prevent future outbreaks.  
May they know your peace, as they work together to achieve it on earth. 

Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this illness or only a few, 
 Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In place of our anxiety, give us your peace. 

For You are a God of mercy, kindness, and love, and we glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever and ever. Amen. 



Office of Vocations Message  



 
 

FOR GOD'S BLESSING  

It is not for me to glorify the country which I love with all my heart and soul. I may not ask your praise for 

anything admirable which the United States has been or done. But on my country's birthday, I may do 

something far more solemn and more worthy of the hour.  

I may ask for your prayers in her behalf:  

That on the manifold and wondrous chance which God is giving her... on her unconstrained religious life; on 

her passion for education and her eager search for truth; on her over-zealous care for the poor man's rights 

and opportunities, on her quiet homes where the future generations of men are growing; ... on her wide 

gates open to the East and to the West; on her strange meeting of the races out of which a new race is 

slowly being born, on her vast enterprise and illimitable hopefulness - on all these materials and machineries 

of manhood, on all that the life of my country must mean for humanity, I am asking you to pray that the 

blessing of God, ... may rest forever.  



 
 

DELICIOUS 
Middle Eastern Food for 

purchase, Cash bar, Beer & Wine 

Your support is needed to defray the cost of festival  

Personnel, Businesses, Memorial  banners are available 
Every measure will continue to be taken to keep everyone safe from the virus  

We look forward to you joining us! 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A CHURCH FUNDRAISER NO OUTSIDE FOOD/DRINKS/HOOKAH                 

ACTIVITITES  
for kids and the whole family  

Eid El Saydeh 
Summer Festival 

 

At St. Basil the Great Melkite Greek Catholic Church, RI 
15 Skyview Dr / Lincoln. RI 02865 / 401.722.1345 

Saturday, August 7th, 4:00 pm to 11:00 pm  

Sunday, August 8th from noon to 8:00 pm  
 

DJ John & George Maalouf 
Saturday 

Mitch Kaltsunas 
Sunday 



 The House of God Etiquette (Page 1 of 2) 

WHEN YOU ARRIVE AT CHURCH: 
•Remind yourself why you are here: Jesus Christ. You have an appointment every Sunday 

morning at 10:30am with Him, so you should not be late. Would you be late to any other 
appointment? Get extra rest so that you can make it to Church on time. 

•Shut off all beepers, phones, and electronic devices. NO text messaging! 
•As we sing in the Liturgy, “Let us lay aside all earthy care.” 
•When entering the Church, venerate/kiss the icon at the entrance, cross yourself in prayer, 

and light a candle. 
 
 
YOU MAY NOT ENTER THE CHURCH AT THE FOLLOWING PERIODS: 
•During the Entrance of the Holy Gospel 
•During the reading of the Epistle and the Holy Gospel 
•During the Sermon 
•During the Entrance of the Holy Gifts  
If you arrive during the above mentioned times, please wait at the back of the church.  
When you enter or exit the Church, use only the side aisles. No one is to use the middle aisle at 
any time during the service, except for the Communion line. 
 
YOU SHOULD NOT BE SEATED DURING THE FOLLOWING MOMENTS: 
•The singing of the Great Doxology (“Glory to Thee who has shown us the Light”) 
•At “Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father, Son, and of the Holy Spirit…” 
•During the Entrance of the Holy Gospel 
•During the reading of the Holy Gospel 
•During the Entrance of the Gifts 
•During the Consecration of the Gifts 
•During the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer (“Our Father”) 
•While the priest and deacon are distributing Holy Communion 
•Any time the priest blesses you with his hand or the cross 
 
 
CONDUCT IN CHURCH: 
It is important to keep a reverent attitude and demeanor in Church at all times. 
•Be on time! The proper time to arrive is before the service begins. 
•Should you have an emergency and think you will be late to Church, still come, pray, and give 

thanks to God for all things! 
•You are there to pray, so focus on the prayers and hymns of the Liturgy 
•Do not cross your legs while seated; please be firm while standing 
•Do not stand with your hands in your pockets  
•Do not chew gum; absolutely no eating or drinking 
•Do not talk during the Divine Liturgy, especially during the Gospel reading and in Communion 

line (wait until Coffee Hour to say hello) 
•Communion is not the end of Liturgy; do not leave until Liturgy is completely over and you 

have kissed the cross. You may not go to the Hall during Liturgy. 
 
 
MAKING THE SIGN OF THE CROSS: 
The sign of the Cross is extremely powerful due to the reminder it gives of Christ’s sacrifice. 
Tracing the sign of the Cross on ourselves serves as the accepting of that sacrifice and the 
blessing to emulate it in our everyday life. Making the sign of the Cross is the reception of the 
blessing bestowed on you by the Bishop or the Priest. It is the pious custom of devout people 
to trace themselves with the sign of the cross at important parts of the Divine Liturgy.  
 
WHEN TO MAKE THE SIGN OF THE CROSS: 
•At the beginning and end of prayers and services 
•Upon entering Church and leaving Church 
•At the mention of the “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit” 
•When offering glory or blessedness to God 
•At any prayerful invocation of God 
•When the priest exclaims “Peace be to all” 



 The House of God Etiquette .. Continued 

•When the priest blesses the faithful with his hand or cross 
•When the priest censes the people 
•During the Entrance of the Holy Gospel 
•During the Trisagion Prayers or Hymn (Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy...) 
•After receiving Holy Communion (after you have taken a few steps away from the chalice) 
 
 
BOWING YOUR HEAD: 
There are certain times in the service when parishioners should bow their heads: 
•When the priest exclaims “Peace be to all” 
•At the exclamation “Bow your heads unto the Lord” 
•When the priest blesses the faithful with his hand or cross or censer 
•When the priest or deacon bows toward the people during the services 
•During the Entrance of the Holy Gospel 
•When the Holy Gospel is read 
•During the Entrance of the Gifts 
•During the Consecration of the Gifts 
•When you feel you need to focus on the service as to not get distracted 
 
 
RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION: 
To receive Holy Communion a person should: 
•Prepare by prayer, by repentance, ultimately by receiving the Sacrament of Confession 
•Prepare by fasting from food and drink (except for those with medical reasons) upon rising in 

the morning at lease an hour before 
•Refrain from smoking or chewing gum upon rising in the morning 
•Ask forgiveness of anyone you have wronged 
•Offer forgiveness to anyone who has wronged you 
•Approach the chalice with reverence and thanksgiving, with arms crossed or hands folded 

with one’s mind on Christ 
•Say your name to the priest as you approach the Holy Chalice 
•Tilt your head back and open your mouth as wide as you can 
•You should NOT receive Holy Communion if you arrive to Church after the reading of the 

Gospel. 
•Quietly return to your place and recite the Thanksgiving prayers  

CHURCH ATTIRE: 
Use Good Judgment! Common Sense! We should 
offer Christ our “Sunday Best”, not our everyday 
or common wear. Our dress should always be 
becoming of a Christian, and exemplify Christian 
values. 
•No Sleeveless T-Shirts, No Tank-tops, No Sun-

glasses on head (or baseball caps) 
•No Gym Shoes, No shorts, No Flip-Flops 
•Dresses and skirts must fall below the knee and 

must be worn loosely; not tight 
•Ladies’ blouses should not be revealing and 

must cover the chest and shoulders 
•Excessive make-up must be avoided. Women 

who wear lipstick should make sure lips are 
dry before receiving Communion, kissing 
cross or the priest’s hand. 

•This attire is to be for all ages! 
•This attire is to help us realize how to respect 

our bodies, the Church, and to properly 
offer up prayer for our sins 

•This attire is to help us NOT become a distrac-
tion to others who are trying to focus them-
selves 



We are pleased to announce 
The Daily Divine Liturgy 

At St. Elias Chapel (St. Basil the Great Melkite Greek Catholic Church) 

Tuesday through Friday at 9 A.M. 

Saturday at 4 P.M. 

Sunday at 11 A.M. 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on 

Saturday 2:30 - 3:30 P.M. and Sunday 9:30 - 10:30 A.M.  



Mass intentions can be scheduled for those who have died, and on the occasion of a birthday, wedding anniversary, for healing for 
the conversion of sinners, for the grace to face the challenges in life, for the success in a new job, for those serving in the church and 
country in different levels, for good weather, bountiful harvest, for world peace, in thanksgiving for the blessings received, etc. You 
can find so many reasons to think about a Mass offering. We offer the Mass for a  specific intention because we believe in the 
immense spiritual value of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

 

The custom of giving offering to have Liturgies said for specific intentions is a laudable one and should be maintained as much as 
possible. Church teaching and Canon Law (nos. 942-958) provide important guidelines on how to preserve the dignity and 
appreciation of this practice. Overall, it should be well noted that Liturgy offerings are never to be viewed as a means of parish 
fundraising. 

 

COMMEMORATIONS OF THE DEAD: The Apostolic Constitutions refer to the repetition of the Mass on the third, ninth and fortieth 
days: "Let the third day be observed in remembrance of the dead with psalms, lessons, and prayers, because Christ rose from the 
dead on the third day. Let the ninth day be observed in remembrance both of the living and the dead, and also the fortieth day, in 
accordance with mourning customs of the Israelites at the time of Moses' death.  Finally, let the anniversary day be observed in 
memory of the dead." 

 

In contemporary Byzantine practice, the dead are commemorated on the ninth and fortieth days and on the anniversary of their 
departure from this world.  

 

Formerly under the jurisdiction of the local Latin Ordinaries before the Exarchate was established under the leadership of the late 
Bishop Justin Najmy of this Parish, all Melkites have been subject to the latter since its erection in 1966. The Constitution of the 
Melkite Eparchy which is now a sole Diocese since1976 still acknowledges this definitive protocol. Our parishes follow local discipline 
in the various customs e.g., clergy attire, stipends (Mass Offerings), etc. except in Liturgy and Ritual. Our relationship with the local 
Latin Dioceses and Latin pastors must be permeated with a spirit of love and friendship and cooperation. 

 

Effective January 1, 2008, which by-passed us, the schedule of offerings for Masses in parishes is now $25.00; Funerals: $300.00; 
Weddings: $300.00. 

 

Canon Law prohibits accepting stipends or offerings for Masses more than one year in advance (rolling calendar) Canon 953. The time 
within which Masses must be celebrated (1 year) begins the day the intention is received (Canon 955 #2.) 

 

May the memories of our beloved deceased be eternal and many thanks for your understanding and undivided attention in regard to 
these guidelines and restrictions. 

 LITURGY OR MASS INTENTIONS 
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