
 

 

St. Basil the Great 

Melkite Greek Catholic Church 

St 

 

January 14, 2024 

Address  

15 Skyview Drive 

Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865  

Tel (401) 722-1345  

Parish Website 

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

Facebook   

https://www.facebook.com/

StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek 

CatholicChurchRI/ 

YouTube  

https://bit.ly/3gkI2Uk 

Email 

office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

 

Office hours  

Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm  

 Divine Liturgy  

Winter Schedule Begins This week 

Saturday: 9:00 AM  

Sunday: 11:15 AM 

 

Pastoral Emergencies  

and anointing of the sick   

(401)722-1345  

Holy Mysteries 

 

Reconciliation 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will 
be available before and after the 
Divine Liturgy or by appointment 

 

Baptism 

Please arrange with the pastor 

 

Marriage 

A notice of at least 6 months should 
be given to the pastor, before the 
proposed wedding date to arrange 

for the required interview and 
instructions 

 صلاة الأنديفونة

 ،  
 الإله، ياا ناخ صاااباساا اامالاا ا الا ا،ا   الا اا  

يها الربُّ
َ
أ

  
سا ف 
ْ
سا، ثبت

َ
دس، أنرْ أذهان

ُ
  نخ الروحِ الق

 والتجديد الآ  

ارناا    الا اهاراا، وأ اها
اااساا ف    الارااا ، َّا َّ

نا ف 
ْ
د
َّ
الاي ان، وط

 الذي اذل ذاته فداً  عخ
َ
 أعضاً  كري ا ل لا،هك

 اله،اة الأاديا
ُ
رث
َ
 نفوسسا، حتّ َّ اذا بُررْنا بسع تك ن

 ناورُناا وتااقادالااساا، والا،اك ناارفاُ  الا ااجاد أياهااا 
َ
 أنا 

َ
لأناك

 الاب والابخ والروحُ القدسُ، الآن وَّ َّ أوان ... 

 

 
 نشيييييييييةيييييييييد امييييييييي يييييييييةييييييييي  ييييييييية  ييييييييي مييييييييي ييييييييي ييييييييي  امييييييييي ييييييييي  يييييييييي 
 
َ
 الادفاخَ ثا ثاا

َ
، وتارااا  انهدرت نخ الع  ا أيها الاتاها،  

أيام، لك  تعتقسا نخ الآلام، ف،ا ح،اتسا وتا،ااناتاساا، ياا رب 
 ال جد لك. 

 

 نشةد عةد امظهور   م    الاول 

 
ُ
  نااهاارِ الار ن،  ااهاارَ اللاااجاااو 

 يااا ربر ف 
َ
  اعااتاا ااا ر

ف 
 
 
 االشها ة، نلا ،اا

َ
 الآبا تقدم لك

َ
 صوت

َ
لا الوث، فإن

 
َ
 حاقا،اقاا

ُ
.  والروحُ باهاةا ااا حا ااناا  ياقياد

 
 نهبوبا

 
 أبسا

َ
أيار

 
ُ
 الالاه

ُ
الكا ا. ف،ا نخ  اهارَ واناارَ الاعاالاا، أياهاا الا الااةا 

 لك. 
ُ
 ال جد

 

 

 

 

 
ANTIPHON PRAYER of Theophany 
O Lord, who have saved us by the baptism of regeneration and 
the renewal coming from the Holy Spirit, enlighten our minds, 
uphold us in Faith, confirm us in Hope, fulfill us in Love, make 
us worthy members of your Christ, who sacrificed Himself in 
redemption of our souls, so that being justified by your Grace, 
we may inherit eternal life, For You are our Light and our 
Sanctification and to You we render glory, to the Father, and to 
the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and 
ever. 
 
Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 8)  

You descended from on high O Compassionate One; and 
consented to burial for three days that You might free us 
form suffering. O Lord, our life and our resurrection, glory to 
You! 

 

Troparion of Theophany (Tone 1) Sung twice 

At Your Baptism in the Jordan, O Lord, the worship of the 
Trinity was revealed: for the Father’s voice bore witness to 
You by calling You his Beloved Son, and the Spirit in the form 
of a dove confirmed the truth of these words. O Christ God 
who have appeared to us, and enlightened the world, glory 
to You. 

 

 

 
 Leave-taking of the Feast of the Theophany -  

Commemoration of our Holy Fathers who were martyred in Sinai and Raitho 

http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gSoG7RG4sA-lGDWDfFIE4hFNeub9DgACqHVjFC25_XLZYIOxnKWCfvSk
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3gkI2Uk%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3A4ZovTontTErgD-KhDBkZAqs9QkFTlT-dWmDF16jJlbbjf1K3HeSg2ag&h=AT0l5abQIbAo_FiI6C90Jrc-zoSOPpjSiOu0Xz8dZmmbbOqnLKYOfBoKDMOrOVpIBM-PJOxEe5s7WvS5OeAhdguFWCFUmiLlnGaUn1xuJHbaD74fN0-3Hd3dRV
mailto:office@stbasilthegreat@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Our church organizations: 

 

MAYA: Organization of 

Melkite Catholics ages 18 – 26 

(and at least 1 year out of high 

school) under patronage of our 

bishop, the Most Reverend 

Nicholas Samra.   

https://melkite.org/maya  

 

MYO: Provides a common 

forum for all the young people 

of St. Basil's Church, and that 

the Organization initiate, 

coordinate, and direct 

religious, social, educational, 

and humanitarian programs 

designed to promote the 

involvement of its membership 

in the Christian Faith and the 

Melkite tradition.  

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html 

 

NAMW: Promotes and 

supports vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life in 

the United States.   

https://melkite.org/namw  

 

 

 

 طروب رية ام ديس   سة يوس

  
ْ
ا 
َ
اا ارا
َ
  َّ  الأرض. فااناهاا تاد ت

 ف 
َ
ك
ُ
 نسطق

َ
لقد ذاع

 ،
 
ااا   لااهاا،ر

 
 باا،ااانااا

َ
ااساا  الااعااقااا ااد َّاا نااك، الااذي اااه باائَّ

 
َ
 أصاا  

َ
اا اا 

 
 الااكااا ااسااات، وناا 

َ
 طااباا،ااعااا

َ
وأوضااهاا 

 ،  ذو الاواهاساوت الا اااو  
. ف،ا أيها الآبُ الاراارُّ البشر

  ص ص نفوسسا. 
  بته   لى ال لاةِ  الإله ف 

 

نشةد امخت م )ام نداق( ميييةيد اميظيهيور  ي مي ي ي  
 امرابع

 تد ارتلاا 
َ
 لا لاكوناا يا رب، ونورُر

َ
الةومَ  هرت

 
َ
 عاخ ناعارفاا. لاقاد أتا ا 

َ
عااةاساا، ناهاخُ نُلااراها،اك

 أيها
َ
 و هرت

 السورُ الذي لا يُد   نسه. 

 

 الاحد امذي  يد امظهور

 نقدنا الرسالا

 عاةسا، اهلابا اتكالسا عا،ك
َ
ك
ُ
 لتكخ ياربُ رح ت

، ااالا الااتاقا،ا ا،   
 ااالاربَّ

َ
ابتهاجاوا أياهاا البادياقاون

 ياةقُ التلابة 

 

 )11-7: 4امرس مة )افسس 

 عاا  
ُ
اا  واحااد  نااسااا أعااطاا،اا ا الااسااعاا ااا

د
يااا  صااوة، لااك

 
َ
اد نقدارِ نوهراا ال الااةا . لاذلاك ياقاولع لا اا صاعا
 
ُ
اه
ُ
 وأعطى الساسَ عطايا. فكاون

 
الى العُ  ستّى سب،ا

 الى اساف  الارض؟ 
ً
نه نزلَ اولا

َ
 ه  هو  لا أ

َ
د صعا

 
َ
 فاو 

 
 ايضاا

َ
 الاذي صاعاد

ُ
الااه
ُ
 هاو ناف

َ
فالذي نازلَ 

  . وهاو الاذي ااعا  
ها ل، لأ َّ َّ شر اللا اواتا َّاا

 
 
يخ، وبعضاا  نُبشر

 
 أنب،ا  وبعضا

 
 وبعضا

ً
 رُسلا

 
اعضا

، لأااا    لأاا  تااكاا ا،اا ا الااقادالااا،  
 ونااعاااا اا،  

ً
رعااة

ع   الخدنا، لأا  بن،انا الادا ال لاة ، الى أن 
نانااتااي  ااا اا،اعُااسااا الى وحاادةا الاياا اان ونااعاارفااا ابااخِ 
، الى ناااقااادارِ تاااانااااا نااا  ا  الله، الى راااا   َّاااانااا  

 ال لاة . 

 

 هااويا

 ياربُ ارنااُ الى الاااد، الى اا،ا  فاجا،ا  
َ
ا راحا ك

 افم  
َ
 أعاخُ حقك

  
اااباااتّ  الى الاااااد، وف 

ُ
 ت
َ
لأناااك تااااااا ع  ن الااارحااا اااا
ك. 
ُ
أ حق  اللا اوات يُه،َّ

 

 

 انجةل الاحد امذي  يد عةد امظهور

 )17 -12: 4الانجةل ) تى 

ااا تااد 
َّ
 ان يااوحااس

ُ
  ذلاك الاازنااان، لاا ااا ساا اَ  الاااوع

ف 
 واااَ  

َ
ةَ  الى الاجااا،ا . وتارر الاساا

َ
ا، انصراَ ساا

د
ا

  
  عا  ااا ا الاراهار، ف 

  كفرناحوم التّ 
فلاكخَ ف 

ر   نا ت،َ  اأاع،ا الستّى 
فتال،ا، لةتاَّ

َ
 ون
َ
بولون

َ
تخوما ز

رضُ نفتال،ا، طريقُ الرهرِ 
َ
 وأ
َ
بولون

َ
رضُ ز

َ
القا  ع أ

  
نااا. الشااعاابُ الااجااالااُ  ف 

ُ
 اااااا،ااُ  الأ

ر
ُ الار ن ىُ اا عا

  ااقاعااا 
 ف 
َ
، والاجااللااون

 
 عا ا،ا اا

 
اصَر نورا

َ
ال ا اا أ

 عاااةاهاا ناور. وناساذ اذ  اباتادأ 
َ
شر 

َ
ال وتا و  لها أ

 
ُ
بَ ناااااوااوت  ُ  وياقااولع تااوباوا فااقااد أتا

ُ
 يَااواارِز

ُ
الااوع

 اللا اوات. 

Troparion of St Basil 

Your voice has sounded all over the earth, that accepted your 
preaching. You gave a divine explanation of doctrine, and made 
clear the nature of creatures, and set a rule of life for men. Holy 
Father, and Kingly Priest, intercede with Christ God to grant us 
great mercy. you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Kondakion of the Theophany (Tone 1) 

Today You have appeared, O Lord, to the universe, and Your 
light, O Christ our God, has been 

impressed upon us, who sing to You with full knowledge: You 
came and appeared, O 

Inaccessible Light. 

 

EPISTLE: Sunday after Theophany, Eph. 4:7-11 

May Your kindness, O Lord, be upon us, for we have hoped in 
You. 

Stichon: Exult, you just, in the Lord; praise from the upright is 
fitting. 

 

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians 

Brethren, to each one of us the grace was given according to 
the measure of Christ’s bestowal.  Thus, it says, “Ascending on 
high, He let away captives; He gave gifts to men (Ps.61:19).” 
Now this ascending, what does it mean but that He also 
descended first into the lower parts of the earth?  He who 
descended, He it is who ascended also above all the heavens, 
that He might fill all things.  And He himself gave some men as 
apostles, and some as prophets, and others as pastors and 
teachers, in order to perfect the saints for a work of ministry, 
for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity 
of the faith and of the deep knowledge of the Son of God, to 
perfect manhood, to the mature measure of the fullness of 
Christ. 

ALLELUIA:  (Tone 5) 

Your favor, O Lord, I will sing forever; from generation to 
generation, my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 

Stichon: For You have said, “My kindness is established 
forever.”   

In heaven You have confirmed your faithfulness. 

 

GOSPEL: Mt. 4:12-17, Sunday after Theophany 

At that time, When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, 
He withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and went to live in 
Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, 
that what had been said through Isaiah the prophet might be 
fulfilled: "Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the 
sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who 
sit in darkness have seen a great light, on those dwelling in a 
land overshadowed by death light has arisen." From that time 
on, Jesus began to preach and say, "Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand."                                                                                                                                                                   

 

https://melkite.org/maya
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
https://melkite.org/namw


 

Prayer for the dead 

O God of all spirits and of all 
flesh, who have destroyed 
death, overcome the devil, and 
given life to the world: grant, O 
Lord to the souls of your 
servants, who have departed 
from this life, that they may rest 
in a place of light, in a place of 
happiness, in a place of peace, 
where there is no pain, no grief, 
no sighing. And since You are 
gracious God and Lover of 
mankind, forgive them every sin 
they have committed by 
thought, or word, or deed, for 
there is not a man who lives 
and does not sin: You alone are 
without sin, your righteousness 
is everlasting, and your word is 
true.  
For You are the Resurrection 
and the Life, and the Repose of 
your departed servants, O 
Christ our God, and we render 
glory to You, together with your 
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving 
Spirit, now and always and 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 

THIS SUNDAY, JANUARY 14, 2024:  SUNDAY AFTER THE THEOPHANY.  LEAVE-TAKING OF THE THE-

OPHANY.  

                                                                                                                               

9:00 a.m: 
 
+    VICTORIA ALCHIKH (40 Day) by the Family. 
+    YOUSEF GEORGI DEEB (6 Month Anniv.) by his wife Katrine & Family. 
+    GATTAS ALCHIKH by Najib & Seda Hana & Family. 
+    DR. GHANEM G. HANA by Najib & Seda Hana & Family. 
+    IBRAHEEM HANA by Najib & Seda Hana & Family. 
+    WILLIAM T. ASERMELY by Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Gaglione & Family (SC). 
 
11:15 a.m: 
 
+    JOSEPHINE BASSALEH (40 Day) by her daughter Therese Chalhoub. 
+    MAGEE MARTINEZ by Charles, Francine, & Julie Robat. 
+    JOHN R. ROWEY by Micael & Afaf Ashkar. 

Divine L i tur gy Intent ions  



 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Ask and you shall 

receive, seek and you 

shall find, knock and it 

shall be opened," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos, Your Most 

Holy Mother, I knock, I 

seek, I ask that my prayer 

be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"All that you ask of the 

Father in My Name, He 

will grant you," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos Your Most Holy 

Mother, I humbly and 

urgently ask your Father 

in your name that my 

prayer will be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Heaven and earth shall 

pass away but My word 

shall not pass away," 

through the intercession 

of the Theotokos Your 

Most Holy Mother, I feel 

confident that my prayer 

will be granted.  

SACRIFICIAL GIVING:  January 7, 2024: Budgets: $6,048.00 (Envelopes: $5,930.00; Loose:  $118.00; Candles: $48.00; 

Stole Offerings: $125.00; Building Fund: $30.00; Addit’l Christmas Offerings: $40.00;  Initial Offerings: $155.00;  Fuel: 

$90.00; Addit’l Cemetery: $100.00.      

                          

Father Ephrem has now been here three and a half years and has been fully available for parish services. Just email 
him at office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com and leave him your message. PLEASE! NO GRATUITIES! A cup of coffee or 
tea is just fine. He looks forward to in-person contact this New Year. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Anyone who is planning an ENGAGEMENT/BAPTISM/MARRIAGE RECEPTION PLANS is kindly requested 

to notify a member of the clergy BEFORE reception/party plans are made.  The Clergy may be already scheduled for 

something else on the day that you have rented a hall/restaurant.  Following this policy will help avoid any later mis-

understandings. Our thoughts and prayers are directed to our elderly and sick parishioners in this joyous season. We 

ask the Emmanuel to strengthen your faith so that you may accept His will, and may He bring you peace, joy, and 

health for the coming year. 

 

2024 ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDARS are available-free for the taking-at both entrances of the Church.                        Fol-

lowing the liturgical cycle of the church year and remembering the Saints each day is an excellent way to attach your-

self more closely to the worshipping community that is the church. 

 

TODAY, there will be a special collection taken up for the UPKEEP, MAINTENANCE & IMPROVEMENT OF THE CEME-

TERY.  Please be as generous as you can, and we thank you for your continued support in providing a peaceful resting 

place for our beloved deceased. 

 

REFLECTION: “Nature does not hurry, yet everything is accomplished.”  -    Lao Tzu 

 

As an essential part of this NEW YEAR, we are all invited to return to the Father, to the communal banquet joy where 

divine mercy triumphs over wrong and injustice.  What better way can we begin anew than by attending the Divine 

Liturgy and receiving the Body and Blood of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ. 

ANY NEEDS OR THOUGHTS, CONCERNS, QUESTIONS, MISUNDERSTANDINGS, SUGGESTIONS, ETC. that you may 

have, please do not hesitate to contact any member of the Parish Advisory Council or any standing committee imme-

diately.  Explanations/Corrections/Discussions/Changes will never be made unless all bring these concerns to us. Let 

us remain the united and caring community that we are. 

 

ATTENTION PARENTS: Unless there is a real physical situation, excessive extended trips by your children to the rest 

rooms during Liturgy is unnecessary and distracting. 

 

CHURCH UNITY OCTAVE:  From January 18th to the 25th, the whole Church celebrates a Unity Octave in honor of the 

Chair of St. Peter. Prayers and supplications are addressed to God that He may hasten the day of reunion according to 

Christ’s prayer “that all may be one”, like You, O Father, and I are one.” This reunion of all Christians is to constitute 

the fullness of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. 

O Our Lord and God, Jesus Christ, on the eve of your redemptive suffering You frequently asked your Heavenly Father 

that your followers be one, as You are one with the Father and the Holy Spirit. We implore You, divine Master, to be-

stow upon all Christian Churches the unity of faith, of hearts and purpose, so that they become one flock under the 

leadership of One Shepherd according to your wish. Grant us, Lord to love one another as You loved us, so that, seeing 

our unity, the world may believe in You and embrace your message of peace and love. For You are the Prince of Peace 

and Lover of Mankind, and to You we render glory, and to your Eternal Father, and your all-holy, good, and life-giving 

Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen! 

mailto:office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com








 Following Jesus 
Kids bulletin 



في المقطع الإنجيلي من بشارة القديس متى الذي تقرأه الكنيسة في هذا اليوم الانطلاقة الفعليةّ لبشارة الربّ يسوع 
( . ويأتي هذا بعد أن تعععمعد 71:4في العالم، "ومنذئذ ابتدأ يسوع يكرز ويقول: توبوا فقد اقترب ملكوت السموات" )متىّ 

يسوع المسيح في نهر الأردن على يد القديس يوحنا المعمدان. والشهادة التي أتت من السماء قائلةً: "هذا هو ابعنعي 
( حيث جاءت الملائكعة تعمعدمعه. بعععد 1: - :1 7الحبيب الذي به سررتُ"، وبعد انتصاره على إبليس في التجربة )متىّ 

 ظهوره الإلهيّ كان لا بدّ له من أن يبدأ الكرازة بدءاً من الجليل، جليل الأمم.

وارتبطت الحياة أحبائي دائماً في ذهن الناس بالنور، لذلك سمّى يسوع ذاته "أنا نور العالم"، ليعني بذلعك أنعّه "حعيعاة 
العالم". ولذلك سُمّي عيد الظهور بعيد الأنوار. والترانيم تقول: "اليوم ظهرتَ للمسكونة يا ربّ، ونورك قد ارتسم علعيعنعا". 
وبذلك تتحقّق النبوءة التي سمعناها في هذا النصّ: "الشعب الجالس في بقعة الموت وظلمته أشرق عليه نور". ولكعن 
الإنجيلي متى عندما يستشهد بهذا الآية يذكرّنا بداود النبيّ المنشد: "إنيّ ولو سرتُ في وادي ظلال المعوت لا أاعا  

(. المؤمن لا يما  من أيّ شرّ، ولا يما  الموت حعيعن 17  12شرًّا، لأنكّ أنت معي. عصاك وعكاّزك هما يعزيّانني" )مزمور 
تأتي الساعة، لأنهّ واثق كداود من أنّ الله لن يتملىّ عنه ولن يدعه يرى فساداً طالما كان هو مستعدّاً بالتوبة الدائعمعة، 

 ومستنيراً بهدي النور الإلهيّ.

ودائماً تتردد كلمة التوبة، والتوبة كما يعرفّها الآباء القديسون هي "تغيير الذهن أو العقل"، التوبة ليست أن تبكي أو تنوح 
أو أن ترثي أحد ما، بل هي أن تغير ذهنك وطريقة تفكيرك، إن كنت تفكر دوماً بالمطيئة أو كنت منغعمعسعاً بعهعوى معن 
أهوائك، عليك أن توقف التفكير به أو عنه ولتبدأ التفكير بالأمور الصالحة، ويذلك تكون قد قمت بتغيير ذهنك عن التفعكعيعر 
بالشر للتفكير بالأعمال الصالحة، هذا هو المعنى الحقيقي للتوبة، إذا التوبة ليست حالة نفسية أو عصبية لعيعسعت أن 
تتوتر وتصرخ: قد تبت، قد تبت. بل هي بناء الذات، أي أن تعود لذاتك وتبنيها بناء صالحاً، لا أن تبكي وتعول أو أن تعععاتعب 

 نفسك، بل هي أن تغير ذهنك لتصلح حياتك، لتصلح ذاتك فتصبح إنساناً جديداً.

"توبوا فقد اقترب ملكوت السموات". الكتاب المقدّس برمّته، من البداية إلى النهاية، هو دعوة مفتوحة ودائمة إلى التوبة 
واكتسابها نمطاً في الحياة. فالله منذ البدء يحثّ الناس على التوبة، وبدء رسالة الربّ يسوع توجز كلّ هعذه العرسعالعة: 

 هي دعوة إلى التوبة. فما من أحد يقدر على أن يتلقّى نعمة الله ما لم يتطهّر بالتوبة عمّا ارتكبه من اطايا وآثام.

التوبة هي الطريق المؤدية إلى الحياة الأبدية، لأن الإنسان إذ عصى الكلمة الإلهية وسمع للشرير وتململت ثقته بعالله 
فقد الحياة ومات روحياً بالمطيئة، لذلك أتى يوحنا المعمدان يمهد الطريق أمام السيد المسيح ويدعو الناس إلى التوبة، 
وحين أتى يسوع واعتمد على يد يوحنا وانطلق إلى الجليل، أكد ضرورة العودة بالتوبة إلى الله لأن الإنسان الماطع  لا 
يمكنه أن يكون قريباً من الله، لأنَّه لا يمكن أن يلتقي النور مع الظلام، فبينما الله نور ويشرق علعى كعل العبعشعر، نعرى 

 المطيئة ظلاماً وموتاً للبشر، لا يشفى منه الإنسان بغير التوبة.

لذلك يتوجّب علينا أن نقضي على قساوة قلوبنا كي نستطيع أن نسمع صوته حين يناديعنعا إلعى العتعوبعة، "العيعوم إذا 
 (.18 59سمعتم صوته فلا تقسّوا قلوبكم" )مزمور 

وكلمة أايرة يجدر بنا الانتباه إلى أنّ بعض ما نظنهّ نوراً في العالم الحديث الذي نحيا فيه إنمّا هو ظلام يتلعبعّس لعبعاس 
 النور. علينا الاهتداء بالنور الحقيقيّ كي نميزّ بين ما هو حقّ وما هو باطل، فلا نحيا في الظلام متوهّمين أننّا في النور.

التوبة      



In the Gospel reading today, on this Sunday after Theophany, 
we hear the very first sermon that Christ ever gave in his public 
ministry: “Repent! For the Kingdom of God is at hand!” 

With just these few short words, Christ begins His earthly 
ministry, and he summarizes all of the Gospel that is to come. 
Yet the first word He says is “repent.” “Repent” in the original 
Greek literally means to “change one’s mind – to change one’s 
heart” and to “turn God-ward.” In order to see Christ and to 
believe in Him, we must repent. In order to inherit the 
Kingdom of Heaven, we must repent. In order to take even the 
first step, we must repent. 

Repentance is not a one-time thing, or some grand, romantic 
gesture. We who sin almost continually – if not in our actions, 
then in our thoughts – must constantly turn back to God and 
repent. To repent, we must die to ourselves and live to God. 
And we must die daily. And many times daily. Maybe 
thousands of little deaths each and every day – but death to 
sin and death to death. Repentance is a death that brings life! 
This sense of paradox is captured quite wonderfully in a quote 
written on a wall in St. Paul’s Monastery on Mt. Athos which 
says: “If you die before you die, then when you die, you will 
not die.” 

This is a constant battle from the moment we are born until 
our very last breath. 

Repentance is not simply an emotional state. It isn ’t simply 
feeling sorry, although this is part of it. Repentance is a turning 
from darkness to the light of Christ. It is about moving away 
from selfishness to selflessness, moving away from death to 
life. It is not some protracted, morose state of being. Instead, 
repentance brings true joy. When we truly repent and truly 
turn to God, then we receive the grace of God and we are 
joyful! When we turn to Christ in repentance, this turning 
brings life, light, joy and peace – the very fruits of the Holy 
Spirit. Our lives are new and different – full of joy. Full of life 
and vigor. This is what it means to repent. This is what Christ is 
saying when He says, “the Kingdom of God is at hand.” This 
Kingdom can be experienced here and now, if we repent and 

turn to God. 

Christ is the Way, the Truth and the Life – the Living Kingdom. 
Christ sets for us a banquet table, and He calls us together with 
Him and to dine with Him. He feeds us with His own self – His 
own sacrifice – the Body and Blood of our Lord. 

And why are these two statements linked together: “Repent” 
and “the Kingdom of God is at hand”? It is this way because 
Christ is “the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the 
world” (John 1:29). He has accomplished everything for us and 
for our salvation. He has reconciled us to God and has 
prepared and acquired for us the Heavenly Kingdom. All God 
requires of us is that we accept it. Our salvation is given to us 
by God free and complete, but we must accept it.  

Indeed, Christ offers us salvation, if only we will turn to Him. 
The Kingdom of Heaven and Christ the King are ineffably close 
to us – much closer than we can imagine. Closer to us than the 
beating of our own heart. Closer to us than our next breath. 
“Behold I stand at the door” of your heart, and knock, says 
Christ. “If any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will 
come in with him, and will dine with him, and he with 
Me.” (Rev. 3:20) It is only through repentance that we can 
open wide the doors of our heart to our Saviour, the Heavenly 
King. On this first Sunday after Theophany, let us recall our 
own baptism, and our own baptismal promises. Let us turn 
from our sins and fix our gaze on Christ. Through a true 
repentance let us open wide the doors of our heart to Christ 
and to the Kingdom of Heaven as we look ahead towards Lent 
– that great season of repentance. “Repent! For the Kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand!” Amen. 

 One word: Repentance 
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