
 

 

St. Basil the Great 

Melkite Greek Catholic Church 

St 

 

November 5, 2023 

Address  

15 Skyview Drive 

Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865  

Tel (401) 722-1345  

Parish Website 

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

Facebook   

https://www.facebook.com/

StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek 

CatholicChurchRI/ 

YouTube  

https://bit.ly/3gkI2Uk 

Email 

office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

 

Office hours  

Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm  

 Divine Liturgy  

Winter Schedule Begins This week 

Saturday: 9:00 AM  

Sunday: 11:15 AM 

 

Pastoral Emergencies  

and anointing of the sick   

(401)722-1345  

Holy Mysteries 

 

Reconciliation 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will 
be available before and after the 
Divine Liturgy or by appointment 

 

Baptism 

Please arrange with the pastor 

 

Marriage 

A notice of at least 6 months should 
be given to the pastor, before the 
proposed wedding date to arrange 

for the required interview and 
instructions 
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Troparion of the Resurrection (6th tone) 

The angelic powers were around Your tomb, and the 
guards became as dead, and Mary stood at the 
tomb, seeking Your spotless body; Then You 
despoiled Hades without being tried by it, and You 
met the Virgin O Bestower of life. O Lord, who rose 
from the dead, glory to You! 

 

Troparion of St Basil 

Your voice has sounded all over the earth, that 
accepted your preaching. You gave a divine 
explanation of doctrine, and made clear the nature 
of creatures, and set a rule of life for men. Holy 
Father, and Kingly Priest, intercede with Christ God 
to grant us great mercy. 

 

Kondakion, 

O never failing Protectress of Christians and their 
ever-present intercessor before the Creator, despise 
not the petitions of us sinners, but in your goodness 
extend your help to us who call upon you with 
confidence.  Hasten, O Mother of God, to intercede 
for us, for you have always protected those who 
honor you. 

 5th Sunday After the Holy Cross  

 الاحد الخامس بعد رفع الصليب
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Our church organizations: 

 

MAYA: Organization of 

Melkite Catholics ages 18 – 26 

(and at least 1 year out of high 

school) under patronage of our 

bishop, the Most Reverend 

Nicholas Samra.   

https://melkite.org/maya  

 

MYO: Provides a common 

forum for all the young people 

of St. Basil's Church, and that 

the Organization initiate, 

coordinate, and direct 

religious, social, educational, 

and humanitarian programs 

designed to promote the 

involvement of its membership 

in the Christian Faith and the 

Melkite tradition.  

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html 

 

NAMW: Promotes and 

supports vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life in 

the United States.   

https://melkite.org/namw  
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EPISTLE: Fifth Sunday After the Holy Cross, Eph. 2:4-10  

 

PROKIMENON: Ps.27: 9, 1 (Tone 6)  

O Lord save Your people and bless Your inheritance!  

Stichon: To You, O Lord, I have called: O my Rock, be not deaf 
to me!  

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians  

Brethren, God, who is rich in mercy, by reason of His very 
great love with which He has loved us even when we were 
dead by reason of our sins, brought us to life together with 
Christ, and you have been saved by grace. [God] raised us up 
together, and enthroned us togeth�er in heaven in Christ 
Jesus, so that He might show in future ages the overflowing 
riches of His grace, through His kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 
For by grace, you have been saved through faith: and that, 
not on your own, for it is God’s gift, and not the result of 
work which might have been a pretext for anyone to boast. 
For we are His workmanship, we who were created in Christ 
Jesus through good works which God has pre-planned so that 
we could walk in them.  

ALLELUIA: Ps.90: 1, 2 (Tone 6) He who dwells in the shelter of 
the Most High abides in the shadow of the God of heaven. 
Stichon: He will say to the Lord, “My wall, my refuge, my God 
in whom I will trust!”  

 

Gospel of the 5th Sunday after Holy Cross, Luke 66: 61-36 
(The Rich Man & Lazarus) 

At that time, the Lord told this parable; “there was certain 
rich man who used to clothe himself in purple and fine linen, 
and who feasted every day in splendid fashion.  And there 
was certain poor man, named Lazarus, who lay at his gate, 
covered with sores, and longing to be filled with the crumbs 
that fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come 
and lick his sores.  And it came to pass that the poor man 
died and was borne away by the angels into Abraham’s 
bosom; but the rich man also died and was buried in hell.  
And lifting up his eyes, being in torments, he saw Abraham 
far off and Lazarus in his bosom.  And he cried out and said, 
‘Father Abraham have pity on me, and send Lazarus to dip 
the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am 
tormented in this flame.’ But Abraham said to him, ‘Son, 
remember you in your lifetime have received your good 
things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now here 
he is comforted whereas you are tormented.  And besides all 
that, between us and you a great gulf is fixed, so that those 
who wish to pass over from this side to you cannot, and they 
cannot cross from your side to us.’ And he said, ‘Then, father, 
I pray you to send him to my father’s house, for I have five 
brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they too come into 
this place of torments.’  And Abraham said to him, ‘They have 
Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ But he 
answered, ‘No father Abraham, but if someone from the 
dead goes to them, they will repent.’ But he said to him, ‘If 
they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not 
believe even if someone rises from the dead.” 

https://melkite.org/maya
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
https://melkite.org/namw


 

Prayer for the dead 

O God of all spirits and of all 
flesh, who have destroyed 
death, overcome the devil, and 
given life to the world: grant, O 
Lord to the souls of your 
servants, who have departed 
from this life, that they may rest 
in a place of light, in a place of 
happiness, in a place of peace, 
where there is no pain, no grief, 
no sighing. And since You are 
gracious God and Lover of 
mankind, forgive them every sin 
they have committed by 
thought, or word, or deed, for 
there is not a man who lives 
and does not sin: You alone are 
without sin, your righteousness 
is everlasting, and your word is 
true.  
For You are the Resurrection 
and the Life, and the Repose of 
your departed servants, O 
Christ our God, and we render 
glory to You, together with your 
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving 
Spirit, now and always and 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

THIS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2023: FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS.  

COMMEMORATION OF THE HOLY MARTYRS GALACTION AND HIS WIFE EPISTEME.            

                                                                                                                                        

 1:00 a.m. DIVINE LITURGY:  
 
+    LOUIS P. MIRZA (50th Anniv.) by his children & their Families. 
+    SADIE B. TAGER (5th Anniv.) Daughter, Barbara, Doug & Family. 
+    MICHAEL MASSUD (67th Anniv. by wife & Families. 
+    WALTER J. LEMAY (Birthday Remem.) by His Wife, Shirley. 
+    WILLIAM A. BAKER (33rd Anniv.) by Caroline St. Germain & Family. 
+    LISA DUFAULT by Eric Bashour. 
 
66:65 a.m. DIVINE LITURGY: 

+    DIAB YOUNES & VICTOR YOUNES by Bassil & Samia Youakim Family. 

+    YOUSEF GEORGI DEEB by Farid & Iptesam Dib. 

+    ROSE & HOUNEIN KHOURY by Micheline Ghanem. 

+    JOHN R. ROWEY by Khalil & Wafaa Hilo. 

+    MAGEE MARTINEZ by Alberta Mardo. 

+    MICHAEL TAHHAN by Riad & Souhair Khoury.   
+    JULIA, FRED, & ELIAS J. KISHFY by M/M Norman E. Kishfy.                                                                              

Divine L i tur gy Intent ions  



 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Ask and you shall 

receive, seek and you 

shall find, knock and it 

shall be opened," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos, Your Most 

Holy Mother, I knock, I 

seek, I ask that my prayer 

be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"All that you ask of the 

Father in My Name, He 

will grant you," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos Your Most Holy 

Mother, I humbly and 

urgently ask your Father 

in your name that my 

prayer will be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Heaven and earth shall 

pass away but My word 

shall not pass away," 

through the intercession 

of the Theotokos Your 

Most Holy Mother, I feel 

confident that my prayer 

will be granted.  

SACRIFICIAL GIVING: OCTOBER 29, 2023: Budgets: $2,907.00 (Envelopes: $2,815.00, Loose: $92.00); Candles: $128.00; Stole 

Offerings: $295.00; Building Fund: $25.00; ; Addit’l World Mission Sunday: $38.00; Melkite Diocesan Support: $292.00; Reli-

gious Education Registration: $50.00; Addit’l Cemetery; $14.00.      

                                    

Father Ephrem has now been here three years and is fully available for parish services. Just email him at 
office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com and leave him your message. PLEASE! NO GRATUITIES! A cup of coffee or tea is just fine. 
He looks forward to in-person contact. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Anyone who is planning an ENGAGEMENT/BAPTISM/MARRIAGE RECEPTION PLANS is kindly requested to 

notify a member of the clergy BEFORE reception/party plans are made.  The Clergy may be already scheduled for something 

else on the day that you have rented a hall/restaurant.  Following this policy will help avoid any later misunderstandings/hurt 

feelings. ANY NEEDS, THOUGHTS, CONCERNS, QUESTIONS, MISUNDERSTANDINGS, SUGGESTIONS, ETC. that you may have, 

please do not hesitate to contact any member of the Clergy or Council immediately, Explanations/Corrections/ Discussions/

Changes will never be made unless all bring these concerns to us. Let us remain the united and caring community that we 

are. 

 

TIME, TALENT & TREASURE:  We are all links in a chain. A chain is as strong as its weakest link! What kind of link are you? Let 

us make this New Church Year the year that we give more of ourselves in the strengthening of the chain of St. Basil the Great 

Community. Hopefully, many more will step up in their real understanding of parish membership. 

 

CLEANLINESS & HEALTH: Please pick up after yourselves and the children during and following Coffee Hour; insects and ro-

dents are attracted by what we leave throughout and around the interior and exterior of the building; it takes but a few mo-

ments to clean up well. Cultural Center, hall, kitchen abar, should always be free of open food items. Everyone please take 

note. Hall dining tables, coffee serving areas, stainless steel tables, counters, sinks, stove etc. should be soap washed after 

every use and before leaving the building. The custodian does not always come in on our desired schedule. We should work 

together as a team rather than go against the grain. Thank you! 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES ARE IN PROGRESS:  All youth of our parish, whether they attend Catholic/Christian schools or not, 

should register and attend our Church School on a weekly basis. Parents will be doing a great disservice to their children and 

to the Melkite Church if they do not cooperate with us in trying to teach the beliefs, traditions, and spirituality of our Eastern 

Church to their children. We should be asking ourselves if this is part of the reason that we may lose our youth later. 

 

IN GOOD STANDING: For your Pastor to sign letters of recommendation, family and student school related papers, character 

reference or any civil document for a registered parishioner, one must be in good standing with the church spiritually and 

giving noticeable TIME, TALENT, & TREASURE on a regular and continuing basis to our parish. Did we ever consider that some 

of us might not be in good standing and may need to change that? 

 

VOCATION VIEW:  The rich man in today’s Gospel was not evil – he was simply blind and ignorant to the nature of his rela-

tionship with God and others. Even Abraham commented on the need for someone to preach firmly the basic truths of the 

faith. Paul is excited about God’s love, salvation and plan for a fuller life for all people, and he wants to share that truth. Pray 

for an increase of vocations to the priesthood, that we might have messengers to bring us the Good News, and thus live the 

abundant life the Lord offers. 

 

TURN CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR: Don’t forget to turn the clocks BACK one hour next Saturday, November 4th. The actual 

return to STANDARD TIME BEGINS AT 2:00 A.M. on Sunday morning, November 5th. If you neglect to adjust your time piec-

es, you may be the earliest bird up and around in your neighborhood. (And you will more than get “to church on time).  So, 

turn back the hour hand, and good sleeping….an extra hour of it. It’s been the hour you have been owed since Spring. 

 

REFLECTION: “Are you wrinkled with burden? Come to the Church for a face lift.” 

mailto:office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com
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لقد استخدخدي وعخالأ االخ خ   
لياضح لن  عخ  كخ خ  ع  عخ  
الدط و  التي نعيخهخ خ   الختخي 
وجب إن ننتبه الى التدلي عن   
 ت ك   لن جع ت ئبي  إلى حضخ  
ااب.إن الدطيئة التي وحمخلخ خ  
هخخ ا الخخمخخ خخئ هخخي  خخطخخيخخئخخة 
الإهم  ,  التي وجب إن نطخلخب 
غخخاخخ ان ع عخخلخخيخخ خخ .إن هخخ   
الدطيئة تحدث د ن إن تعخبخب 
لل ي وعمل   أي صدلة ناعيخة 

 لا تبد  بأن    طيئة ان   ليخعخم لخاجخادن ضخمخ  لائخحخة الخدخطخ وخ  
ااس سية )القتئ, الع قة,الزن  ....( التخي تعخبخب لخننعخ ن صخدلخة 
ناعية تجعئ الإنع ن وتاب  و جع ط لب  الغا ان .ان الم ئ واضح لاقخ  
ع.ك لله لم وح سب الغني على إهم له إو   بئ على إهم له لخلخقخ وخب 

  هن  تظ   أهمية الاصية )أحبب ق وبك كناعك (

 

إن  طيئة الغني انه لم و  الاقي  الج لس أل ي بيته  الملئ ب لق  ح كخي 
حي  وتمتع ها ب لمل ات  البيم الادم  العبب كي ذلك ها بخعخد  عخ  
ع لتم كزا على ذاته لا ونظ  لح جة الآ  و .لقد كخ نخم هخ   صخاخ ت 
الا وعيي  ال و  اعتب  ا الغنى دليئ رضى ع علخيخ خم, وعخالأ أ ضخح 
ل م بأن الاقي  كاكئ  الغني عاقب ليس بعبب غن   بئ ان نيتخه كخي 
استدداي ألااله اذ لم وطعم لع زر الج لس إل ي بيته.ك لا وعيي  تصخار ا 
أناع م كي لنزلة تااق ب قي البه  اال  ال ي جعل م لا وخدخضخعخان 

(ل ا ج ءهم وعالأ ب  ا الم ئ ليظ   ل م حقيخقخة 41لاقاا  وعالأ )عدد 
 ح ل م.

 

إن الغنى ك ن لظ   ل  لظ ه  اله ف عند الا وعيي   لقي س لقيمخة 
الم ء ل    كم  نع ف ان إن ش ف الإنع ن  قيمته كي أ لاقه  كض ئخلخه 
 الخخخخخمخخخخخاجخخخخخادن كخخخخخي لخخخخخعخخخخخ لخخخخخلخخخخختخخخخخه لخخخخخ  خخخخخ وخخخخخ .
ك لغني نظ  للاقي  نظ ن د نية, نظ ن العيد للعبد كلم وا  ، أن وعخطخيخه 
كع ن  بز.انه لم وا م أن العع دن الحقيقية هخي ان وخجخعخئ غخيخ   

 سعيدا انه ك قد ااوم ن, ك قد النعمة, ك قد الدلاص.

 

أل  لع زر ك ن كقي ا ل وض   غي  ق در على المهي  لم ونئ لطلخبخه لخ  
الغني المتمتع ب لمل ات.ل   المات ج ء على الاثني  ك ا ن  وة الارتبخ ط 
ب لع لم حيث انتقئ لع زر ل  ركقة ال لاب الى ركقة الملائ ة  جلس كي 
حض  إب اهيم.انه لم ونئ ذلك بعبب كق   بئ بعبب صخبخ   الخجخمخيخئ 
على لضض ااو ي  عدي ت ل   ك ن وعلم ان العن وة الإل ية ت عخ   .كخمخ  
إن الغني حي  انتقئ إلى الن ر ليس بعبب غن   بئ قع  ن قلبه  عخدي 
الاكت اث بص لح الآ  و .كنج ن لع زر  هلاك الغني لتاقا ن على عخبخ دن 
ع بقلب نقي  ضمي  ط ه .كمم   اغنى الن س أن ومجد ع كخيخنخجخا 
 لم   للاقي  ان و ي  ع  و لك كعند د الن  الع لم الآتي لا وعأ  ان 
كن  كق اء أي أغني ء بئ وعأ  كقط ع  القداسة التي بخد نخ خ  لخ  نخ   
ال ب ك لاقي  التجأ إلى رحمة ع  ن   غا ان الدط و  إل  الغني ك كتاخى 
ب لم    استغنى ع  ع. الاستغن ء ع  ع  الاكتا ء بم  د نه  طخيخئخة 

 و ت ب   ااغني ء  الاق اء على العااء.

 

بدأ الغني ألان وطلب )أي التجأ إلى الصلان (لهدن ح جته إل  حي  كخ ن 
على اارض لم و   لحت ج  إلخى الصخلان  ربخمخ  كخ ن وصخلخي الصخلان 
التقليدوة ب لم ت و دده  د ن ان و ان ل   ناع  لعنى  وتصار انه بخ لخك 
ودلص  وحعب لؤلن .إن الصلان بمعن ه  الحقيقي هي الصلخة لخع ع 
 العلاقة لع شدص اتع ف ب لتدروج على كئ صا ته  أتهبه به شخيخئخ  
كهيئ  .كلا ك ن قد طلب  ها على اارض الم ء اعطيم إليه انخ خ ر لخ ء 

حي )إن عطش احخد كخلخيخقخبخئ 
إلخخخي ()وخخخأ خخخ  لخخخ ء حخخخي 
لج ن  (.لنعأ  أناعن  هئ نأتي 
للصلان حيخ  نخحختخ ط كخقخط أي 
لإدالخخة الخخعخخلاقخخة لخخع ع, لخخع 
شدص وعالأ.انه ونتخظخ  لآتخي 
إليه, اجلس لعه, ك ئ سأت كخه 
ونتظ  طاولا. ان ابختخعخ دنخ  عخ  
الإنجيئ وجعلن  نبتعد ع  لع كخة 
شدص ع كي وعالأ  ب لتخ لخي 
كي  سنع ف صا تخه, رحخمختخه, 

 لحبته  كي  سنعيش ه   االار لع الآ  و .

 

 من هم الأغنياء الحقيقيين ؟
إن لع زر ك ن غني  كي ناعه كي شعار  لم  أدرك رحمة ع  لخ اكخقخة 
ع له, رضي بم  ها عليه لم وحعد الغني على ل ئدته  لا على لبعه 
بئ اشت ى الات ت العخ قخط لخ  لخ ئخدتخه  لخم وختخ لخ  بخئ سخ خم 
ص ب ا......وقا  النص )ل ت لع زر  حملته الملائ ة إلى حضخ  إبخ اهخيخم 
  إلخخخخخخخخ  الخخخخخخخخغخخخخخخخخنخخخخخخخخي لخخخخخخخخ ت  دكخخخخخخخخ  (.
 كمات لع زر لم وحعب لات  بئ انتق   ل  ع لم الان ء إلى ع لم البق ء.

 

 هن ك أل  أ    ها ذك  اسم لع زر  لا و ك  اسم الغني  هخ ا وخد  إن 
وعالأ وع ف   صته, أبن ء  الق وبي  لنه المتااضعي   لا وع ف المت ب و  
ان ع لا ونظ  إلى الن س بحعب ألاال م أ  عظمت م  جخمخ لخ خم بخئ 
ونظ  إلى ااوم ن  الاضيلة  القلب. ك لدلاص إذن لا وتاق  على الغخنخى 
 الاق  ل   على ااوم ن  نق  ن القلب  لد  ارتخبخ طخه بخ لله  تعخلخيخم 
حي تن  لله  العي   كق أرادته  ها ل  نعميه الغنى الخحخقخيخقخي  الخ ي 
 وخخحخخصخخئ عخخلخخى هخخ ا الخخدخخلاص وخخ خخان غخخنخخيخخ  لخخ خخمخخ  كخخ ن كخخقخخيخخ ا.
كدطيئة ه ا الغني لم   ان ت ان  طيئتن  نح  الياي,  طيئة الإهم  , 
الجماد, ال عئ, غي ب المب درات.وجب إن نهت ك ببخنخ ء عخ لخمخنخ   لخ  
حالن   ان نبي  اتح دن  لع ع كي المه كئ التي تااج ن  ب لخنخظخ  إلخى 
ل  حالن   ل  وحت جان, إن نقاي بمب درات كي لج   حي تن , إن نهختخ ك 
لع ع كي  لق شيء جدود, كي بن ء المل ات على اارض, إن نخبخنخي 
أناعن   نبني اا   ل   لا  نه  المحبة.الياي الاقم لاتاح لخنختخقخدي 
إلى ال ب لنن   الغا ان  ن ان كي حضنه ب لتابة,إن نخعخي إنخنخ   خطخ ن 
 ن تمي كي حض  ااب الغ ك  )تاباا كقد اقت ب لل ات ع(.إن ع وحبن  
 ساف ونعى كي كئ ل ن ن جع إليه, كلا رجع الغني إلخى ع  راجخع 

 ناعه  حي ته اصبح كي حض  ااب.

 

هل نرى حاجة الآخرين اليوم؟ هل لنا الررغر رة إر  فر نر رر  
الأخر؟ هل نستطيع الخروج من ذاتنا ونعط  للأخر وكرير ؟ فر 
الطرق كثيرة وعديدة وكل منا حسب فمكانياته ووإق قدراته قرد 
يكور بإطعام إقير أو فعطاء المال أو الخدمة الت  إرير را نرخررج 
من ذواتنا ونعط  للأخر من وقتنا ,من مرعررإرترنرا ,الرمر رم فر 
نستخدم الوزنات الت  أعطانا فياها الرب حين را نرنررى برركرة 

 الرب على ما أعطانا من وزنات .

  وكان فقير اسمه لعازر….وكان غني  



The gospel reading for the day 
gives us the name of the desper-
ately poor and miserable Lazarus, 
but leaves out the name of the 
rich man.  This detail shows us 
that God’s kingdom is not like 
worldly kingdoms, not like hu-
man society as we know it.  For 
the kind of wealth that makes people famous in this life counts for noth-
ing in the next.  And the kind of humility, the kind of complete trust in 
God that the poorest of the poor are in the best position to have, counts 
for little in today’s world; yet, it is only by that kind of humble trust that 
anyone will enter the kingdom of God. 

            No, the point is not that all the rich will be damned and all the poor 
will be saved.  Instead, it is that there are strong and deep temptations 
associated with focusing on wealth, possessions, and success in this 
world. For if we love ourselves, our riches, and our status more than God 
and neighbor, no matter how much or little we have, we will shut our-
selves out of the kingdom.  The name Lazarus means “One who has been 
helped,” and those whose miserable life circumstances do not encourage 
them to trust in money, power, or success are in a good position to learn 
that their help is in the Lord, in His mercy and love. 

            The rich man never learned that lesson, however.  He wore only 
outrageously expensive clothes and had a great feast every day.  He must 
have known about the poor beggar Lazarus.  He probably stepped over or 
around him every time he went in or out of his house.   Here was a dying 
man, lying on the ground, whose only comfort was the stray dogs who 
would lick his open sores.  All that Lazarus wanted were the crumbs that 
fell from the man’s table, you might say his garbage. But the rich man was 
so greedy and thoughtless that he apparently denied him even that.   Our 
Lord is quite clear about the consequences of such a life.  This man 
showed no mercy; he demonstrated no love for his wretched neighbor. 
Consequently, he cut himself off from the mercy and love of God. 

            His eternal suffering shows the reality of what it means to refuse to 
respond to our calling to live as those created in God’s image and like-
ness.  This man would not be like Christ in any way.  He showed what he 
thought of the Lord by treating his neighbor, surely one of “the least of 
these” who also bore the divine image and likeness, literally like 
trash.  And when he called for mercy from Father Abraham, he made no 
confession and did no repentance.  He cared only for himself and his 
brothers, and obviously had no concern for obeying Moses and prophets 
who had made clear the obligation of the Jews to care for the poor. 

            As we say in the prayers of the Church, we will all need mercy be-
fore the judgment seat of Christ.  We err, however, if we think of the 
Lord’s mercy as being available only in some arbitrary way at some point 
in eternity.  For we encounter Him every day in our neighbors, especially 
the poor, wretched, and inconvenient:  the widow, the orphan, and the 
stranger.  We participate in His mercy by showing mercy to them.  The 
rich man in the parable shaped himself decisively in unholy ways by his 
behavior; in contrast, we may shape ourselves decisively in holy ways by 
our behavior.  We never earn God’s mercy, but we will ultimately make 
offerings of our lives to God or to something else.  We will either worship 
and serve Him or ourselves.  Perhaps the Lord’s eternal judgment will be 
more a confirmation of who we have become than a shocking decree 
from out of the blue. 

            God knows our hearts and we can hide nothing from Him, either 
today or at any point in the future.  Our faith as Orthodox Christians goes 

to the heart, to the depths of 
who we are, but also reminds us 
that we are always in relationship 
with other people who are also 
the children of God.  We encoun-
ter Him in them.  Who we are in 
relation to Jesus Christ is shown 
each day of our lives in how we 

treat others, especially those who need our help, attention, and friend-
ship, as well as our enemies.  A Christianity that ignores “the least of 
these” is not worthy of the name.  Every human being is created in the 
image and likeness of God.  We bring judgment upon ourselves whenever 
we treat our neighbors, no matter who they are or how they have offend-
ed us, in ways that do not manifest the divine love and compassion. 

            Contrary to popular opinion, the Christian life is not about feeling, 
emotion, or sentiment.  No, it is a commitment, a sacrifice, an offering of 
ourselves to God. As St. Paul wrote, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is 
no longer I who live, but Christ Who lives in me; and the life I now live in 
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself 
for me.”  Surely, those who live that way will bear witness to the mercy of 
Christ by showing that same mercy to other people.  

            The Nativity or Advent fast starts on November 15 as we prepare to 
welcome Christ at His Nativity on December 25.  During those forty days, 
we should plan on giving the money that we save by eating a humble diet 
to those who do not have the basic necessities of life, as we have done as 
a parish for Syrian refugees and needy people in our own community. 
Think also of the crumbs from our tables, the small bits of time and ener-
gy, that we are all able to give:   to the sick and lonely who need visitors or 
at least a note or a phone call; to children who need tutors and mentors; 
to pregnant women in difficult situations who need our support to help 
them welcome their babies; and to the countless other people in our own 
neighborhoods who need God’s blessing in their lives in tangible, practical 
ways. 

            The hard truth is that, if we are not sharing our lives and blessings 
with others in some way, we will become just like the rich man who was 
too caught up with his own pleasure to worry about poor Lazarus.  We 
know where that path leads.  The good news is that Christ has shown us a 
better way which is open to us in every generation, in every walk of life, 
no matter how rich or poor we are.  For the money and power of the 
world will fade away; they do not last.  Only one thing lasts, and that is 
the selfless love of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ Who has con-
quered sin and death.  And we all have gifts and abilities that may become 
channels of His blessing and mercy to a world of people like Lazarus, 
whether their wounds are physical or spiritual or emotional.  

            We do not have to save the world; Christ has already done 
that.  We just have to be faithful:  to trust, believe, and follow our Savior 
in how we treat others.  He turned no one away empty-handed and nei-
ther should we.  If we claim His mercy and love for ourselves, we must do 
likewise for all who bear His image and likeness.  We must be Christians 
not merely in name, but also in how we live, even when it is inconven-
ient.  Then we will become living icons of the salvation that Jesus Christ 
has brought to a world of sin and death, and the Lazaruses of the world 
will know that they too are the children of God.  And together with them, 
we will all share in the mercy of a Lord Who raises the dead, heals the 
sick, feeds the hungry, and makes even the most miserable people guests 
at His heavenly banquet.     

The Poor Man Has a Name 
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