
 

 

St. Basil the Great 

Melkite Greek Catholic Church 

St 

 

April 16th, 2023 

Address  

15 Skyview Drive 

Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865  

Tel (401) 722-1345  

Parish Website 

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

Facebook   

https://www.facebook.com/

StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek 

CatholicChurchRI/ 

YouTube  

https://bit.ly/3gkI2Uk 

Email 

office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

 

Office hours  

Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm  

Divine Liturgies  

Sunday Divine Liturgy 

9:00 AM - 11:15 AM 

 

Pastoral Emergencies  

and anointing of the sick   

(401)722-1345  

Holy Mysteries 

 

Reconciliation 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will 
be available before the Divine 

Liturgy or by appointment 

 

Baptism 

Please arrange with the pastor 

 

Marriage 

A notice of at least 6 months should 
be given to the pastor, before the 
proposed wedding date to arrange 

for the required interview and 
instructions 

 صلاه الأنديفونة
اأ أراهاتن لاجابَاا ذا ا اه الا    نَ  الإله، ياا 

ُ
أيها المسيح

ااد الااماا اامااب ياا ،    ااا   خاا م َاا ااه الااءُ  الاامااامُ، ةَ
 َاأ الاُا   

ُ
س الإ سااا ن لإ

ا ا
ُ
ا  ن الا   شاه ِ ُُ ليلمُسن الا

 
 
اهااب ا

ُ
ِ 
ن
ا ا اح

ُ
ان ايامااتا اا شابحابشاه، اا  الا اماياب،  ايم

شااا اااا   الاااماااُاااياااء  شااا  ااابالااا اااا  أاااا اااالااا اااا   ااا  
ن
لااامااايااااَاااجاااه
 الُءيء 

 الإلاه،  رلاياه تاتاا  
ُ
 ا أيُهاا الاماساياح

ُ
لأته أتن  ياَج

  ، ا ا 
 
 الأربن  ة قاه الاماء

ن
الاماُاء،  رب اَاياه

  كل أ اا  رب  حت الءاح يأ. 
 . ا  الش ب: آَي 

 
مرات( 3نشيد القديس توما باللحن السابع )  

إذ كاا الم ر َخجبَا ً اشر ن َ ه اياهاا الاةاياا .  لاماا  
 
ُ
 شالجبَي ، ايها المسيح

ن
كاتن الاَباب َغلم    فن

 
 
 َساجاماياماا

 
الاله  ياَ  الكال  ذاء ل لا اا َاهاب ة قاا

 ش ميب ةقمجه. 
 

ا قندنداا النقنندينس تنومننا )بننالنلننحنن الن ننامنن(   شاالاايامااي 
اه  الفضابلايا ، أياهاا الاماساياح الإلاه، ذاسس شابَاا ذا ا ن
  الأَابابُ َاغالاما ، 

ن
الباحبن الةيا . اإته لما  خالان

 . ن  رلهن  َ   ائت الجبَي : أتن ةبر
ن
 حجف إليه

 
 
 
 
 
 

Antiphon Prayer  
O Christ God, You showed Thomas your side from which 
gushed blood and water, symbol of Baptism. You invited him 
to touch the wound by which mankind was healed from its 
ancient deep wound. We ask You to strengthen our faith in 
your Divinity and Humanity so that we may become witnesses 
to your glorious Resurrection by our words, our deeds and our 
way of life. 
For You are our Resurrection, O Christ, God, and to You we 
render glory and to your Eternal Father and your All-holy, 
Good and Life-giving Spirit, now and always and forever and 
ever  
 
 
Troparion of St. Thomas 7th Tone (3 times)  
While the tomb was sealed You shone forth from it, O Christ 
our Life, and while the doors remained closed, You stood 
among your Disciples, O Resurrection of all, and through them 
You restored a new spirit in us according to your great Mercy. 
 
Kontakion of St Thomas (8th Tone):  
O Christ God, Thomas explored Your vivifying side with an 
eager hand; and since You had entered the room while the 
doors were closed, He cried out with the other Apostles: “You 
are my Lord and my God.” 
 
 
 

 
Sunday of St. Thomas أحد القديس توما 

http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gSoG7RG4sA-lGDWDfFIE4hFNeub9DgACqHVjFC25_XLZYIOxnKWCfvSk
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3gkI2Uk%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3A4ZovTontTErgD-KhDBkZAqs9QkFTlT-dWmDF16jJlbbjf1K3HeSg2ag&h=AT0l5abQIbAo_FiI6C90Jrc-zoSOPpjSiOu0Xz8dZmmbbOqnLKYOfBoKDMOrOVpIBM-PJOxEe5s7WvS5OeAhdguFWCFUmiLlnGaUn1xuJHbaD74fN0-3Hd3dRV
mailto:office@stbasilthegreat@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Our church organizations: 

 

MAYA: Organization of 

Melkite Catholics ages 18 – 26 

(and at least 1 year out of high 

school) under patronage of our 

bishop, the Most Reverend 

Nicholas Samra.   

https://melkite.org/maya  

 

MYO: Provides a common 

forum for all the young people 

of St. Basil's Church, and that 

the Organization initiate, 

coordinate, and direct 

religious, social, educational, 

and humanitarian programs 

designed to promote the 

involvement of its membership 

in the Christian Faith and the 

Melkite tradition.  

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html 

 

NAMW: Promotes and 

supports vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life in 

the United States.   

https://melkite.org/namw  

 

 

 

 
 مقدمة الرسالة

 ل لملإ 
ق امن   بشه،  لا إلإ

ٌ
  ميبٌ ةب  ا   ميم 

 
 
تااايااابن  اااالاااح، لإلااهااا اااا يااالااا  اااةااابا الاااتبم ااااإا الاا ا  اا س

 التسبيح
 )20- 12: 5اعمال الرسل )

 
ٌ
ن شاالااه الاياااُ، ذااتل  ااس ايااء  الاات االلإ آيااال

فا
ااهاب َا اافااس  

 
ن الشاا اب.  كااتاابا كال

  اُااائابُ ةافاا    فا
 َاااأ 

ٌ
ن ة اسلإ  ااالااايااامااااا.  لاااب يااا اااأ اقاااء

 اقاااء   فا
ا اا يُااخااالااشااهااب، شاال كاااا الشاا اابُ  ا خاا يااأ يااُاا ا
 َاااأ ةذاااا     ساااام  

ٌ
يااا ااامااامُاااهاااب.  كااااا ذاااماااا اااال

تاهاب كااتابا   إلإ
، قاما ان شاالاتبس ، َانَا اي    

با ش ا ة ي ضمس
يختذبا شالمتضا اب الشاباة،،  يضا ابتاهاب  اس 
الُ شاشات ن  ا اء اذاجاياار     لاب رلإ

شس ، لاياما ن
َ
تُش   أ

ُ
ا

الايابن   اب ا ةِ
 
 س ش ض  َ هب.  كاا يُجاماُ  ايضاا

 الاامااتضا 
ن
ن قاابلااهااا، يااةااماالاابا

ذاامااهاابةُ الاامااءا الااما
ا  ااب 
ُ
ان شااالأة ا  الاا ااُااساا ، ااا اااتاابا ُ شااف َااي 

م
 الااماا اا 

 ةئيسُ الكه  لإ  كل َاأ َا اه،  حاب 
نُ ذميُ هب. اما

لامابا 
َ
.  أ
 
،  اَاجاد ا قساءا ا   اياي 

س
َأ َ حاب ال اء

ن الساُاأ الا ااُ. 
هب  س الات اللإ  ذا الابحاب فا

يءين
َ
أ

خاتذاهاب 
َ
،  أ
ً
 التبلإ اَباب الساُاأل لاياو

ُ
 َبك

ن
افجح

امابا الشا اابن 
 
ن الاهاياا ال،  كاال

افاابا فا   اا : اَضاابا   لإ
 شُمي ل كلماللإ ح   الةيا . 

 حللويا
  ا
 
،  تهلل للهلإ َخل

 حلبس تبجهج شالتبس
  امايابٌ  اس الاة ل  

ٌ
  امايابٌ،  َالاه

ٌ
اإا التبم الاه

ها. 
 
 كل
 

 )31-11: 20الانجيل )يوحدا 
ن 
ن  شااااياااا  ذلااااه الاااياااابلُإ  اااياااا ااااه،  حااااب الا ُ  فا

فا
 
ُ
 كااا الاجاابَاياا 

ُ
، قاياام

ٌ
،  الاَاباب َاغالااما  الا ا او،ل

ن 
    افن فا

ُ
 َأ اليهب ، ذامن  ساو،

 
ا خباا َُجم ي 

ااا  ااا  حاا ا  ُُ لااكااب.  لاامم الااب ااقلإ   ااا ن لااهااب: السااب
ا ا  ش ا

َ
ذ أ  إلإ

ُ
، ااافاا   الااجاابَااياا 

ُ
ااه ااب يااءيااه  ذاا اا ن

ُ
ةاح
َ
أ

: الساابُ لااكااب، كاامااا 
ً
  اااتاايااه

ُ
الااتب.   ااا  لااهااب  سااو،

كب.  لما  ا  ح ا تافا  
ُ
ة ل
ُ
تا أ
َ
ن ا بُ ة له أ

ة لما
َ
أ

اب 
ُ
اأ تافاتش نَ   ا الت  ن الاماء . 

ُ
ايهب   ا  لهب: خ

اات  لااهااب،  َااأ أَساا ااجااب خااشاااياااحااب 
ن
ااغااف
ُ
خااشاااياااحااب ش

ن  شر ال   يُمااُ  لاه 
 الا ما

ن
قء
َ
ن.  اا شبَا أ

َ
َسلإ 
ُ
أ

ا ذاامن  ساو،. ااماا  لاه  ُ، لب ي اأ َا اهاب قاي 
َ
الجبأ

 
 
ا  ا خت ا: إت ا  ء ةأي ا التب. اما  لهب إلإ

ُ
الجبَي 

ن 
 إلإ ا اين فا

ضا  
َ
،  أ ن ياءياهلإ

ل فا  المساَ  
ض ن  َبل

ةن
َ
لب أ

 َاأ. 
ُ
ن ذا ا ا لإ لا أ

ضا   ياء  فا
َ
،  أ َبض ل المساَ  

  شابَاا 
ً
  اخاو

 
يضاا
َ
ُ  أ
ُ
ُ  كااا شابَايا  ياا

َ
 ب ء  ماتايا لإ أ

ن 
    ااف فا

ٌ
َاا ااهااب. ااا با  سااو،  الاَاابابُ َااغاالااماا 

 لاكاب.  اب  اا  لاجابَاا:  حااللإ 
ُُ الب قلإ   اا  الساب

ك 
ن
،  حااااللإ ياااء

 م
ن
ااه اب حاااهاا اااا.   اااياااأ  ياااء إلإ اا ااا ن

 .
 
 َانَاأ  شال َانَا اا

ن اأ تا  
ُ
،  لا شا  ن ن ذ امر

ها فا   
ن
 ض

ن  الااهن   اا  لاه  سااو،:   لاه: ةبر
ذااب شابَااا   اا ن

َ
أ

اات ا  ن ياا شابَاا آَاا ان ناببر لالا ياأ لاب ين
ياجاما
َ
لأتاه ةأ

 شبَي  لإ 
نُ َا
َ
    ن  سو، أ

ً
ختن ةف   

ُ
 آَ با.  آياللإ أ

اان حاا    ااجاا ن
ُ
تاامااا ة ن حاا ا الااكااجاااب.  رلإ

ااب  فا
ن
ااكااج
ُ
لااب ش

 حاب اَاأُ ت.  لاجا ابا 
ن
 الماساياح

ن
  سو،

م
ا
َ
لجنَ با ش 

 شا مه. 
ُ
 لكب اذا آَ جب، الةيا 

 
Epistle Acts of the Apostle, 5:12-20, 
PROKIMENON (Tone 3)  
 Great is our Lord, and great is his power, and to his wisdom 
there is no limit.  
Stichon: Praise the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy endures 
forever.  
READING from the Acts of the Apostles 
In those days by the hands of the apostles many signs and 
wonders were done among the people (and with one accord, 
they all would meet in Solomon’s portico; but of the rest, no one 
dared to associate with them, yet the people made much of 
them. And the multitude of men and women who believed in the 
Lord continued to increase), so that they carried the sick into the 
streets and laid them on beds and pallets, in order that, as Peter 
went by, at least his shadow would fall upon some of them. And 
crowds also came to Jerusalem from neighboring towns, and 
they brought the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits — 
and all of them were healed. 
But the High Priest rose up, and all his supporters (that is, the 
members of the Sadducean sect), and being filled with hatred, 
they laid their hands upon the apostles and threw them into the 
public jail. But during the night, an angel of the Lord opened the 
doors of the prison, and led them out, saying: “Go, and standing 
in the temple, speak to the people all the words of this life.” 
ALLELUIA (Tone 8)  
Come, let us rejoice in the Lord, let us sing gladly to God our 
Savior!  
Stichon: For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all 
gods. 
 
Gospel of the Feast, John 20: 11-31  
When it was late, that same day, the first of the week, though 
the doors where the disciples gathered had been closed for fear 
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst and said to them, 
“Peace be to you!” And when he had said this, he showed them 
his hands and his side. The disciples therefore rejoiced at the 
sight of the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be to you! As 
the Father has sent me, I also send you.” When he had said this, 
he breathed upon them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit; whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven them; and 
whose sins you shall retain, they are retained.” Now Thomas, 
one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when 
Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have 
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands 
the print of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the 
nails, and put my hand into his side I will not believe.” And after 
eight days, his disciples were again inside, and Thomas with 
them. Jesus came, the doors being closed, and stood in their 
midst, and said, “Peace be to you!” Then he said to Thomas. 
“Bring here your finger, and see my hands; and bring here your 
hand, and put it into my side; and be not unbelieving, but 
believing.” Thomas answered and said to him, “My Lord and my 
God!” Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, Thomas, 
you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen, and yet 
have believed.” Many other signs also Jesus worked in the sight 
of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that believing you may have life in his name. 

https://melkite.org/maya
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
https://melkite.org/namw


 

Prayer for the dead 

O God of all spirits and of all 
flesh, who have destroyed 
death, overcome the devil, and 
given life to the world: grant, O 
Lord to the souls of your 
servants, who have departed 
from this life, that they may rest 
in a place of light, in a place of 
happiness, in a place of peace, 
where there is no pain, no grief, 
no sighing. And since You are 
gracious God and Lover of 
mankind, forgive them every sin 
they have committed by 
thought, or word, or deed, for 
there is not a man who lives 
and does not sin: You alone are 
without sin, your righteousness 
is everlasting, and your word is 
true.  
For You are the Resurrection 
and the Life, and the Repose of 
your departed servants, O 
Christ our God, and we render 
glory to You, together with your 
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving 
Spirit, now and always and 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

TODAY, APRIL16, 2023:  SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER.  THE SUNDAY OF ST. THOMAS. 
 
 1:00 a.m DIVINE LITURGY: 
 
    +ALBERT YANY  (1st Anniv.) by Joanne Yany & Family. 
    +MICHAEL YANY by his Family. 
    + JENNY KACHKAR by St. Basil’s Community. 
    +NANCY AISSIS by M/M V. Edward Fayan. 
    +IDA SHAKAN (36th Anniv.)  by her grand-daughters & Family.. 
    +JAMES G. ANTAYA by Lillian Antaya. 
    +CHARLES P. ANTAYA (34th Birthday Remem.) by Lillian Antaya. 
    +LILLIAN & FRANK LEE by Lillian Antaya. 
    +HARVEY & JANINE NASSANEY by Lillian Antaya. 
    +BILLY SALOME son of the late William & Florence Sarkas by the Family of the late Louis E. Azar. 
    +LOUIS AGAG by Maryjoan & Steve Walsh. 
    +JULIA & FRED KISHFY by Maryjoan & Steve Walsh. 
    +ABRAHAM & LOUISE ELIAS by the Family. 
    +RICHARD LONGTIN by Deborah Schnetzler. 
     
11:l5 a.m. DIVINE LITURGY: 
 
    + JENNY KACHKAR by St. Basil’s Community. 
    +TARIQ NAGM by Joseph & Yolanda Saggal. 
    +MICHAEL GEORGE BOUDJOUK (NJ) by Nelly Kishfy. 
    +GLORIA RAWAN RAZOOK by Kawsar Boudjouk & Family. 
    +MATILDE SARKAS by Dr. Jennifer A. Sarkas. 
    +LOUIS S. SARKAS by Dr. Jennifer A. Sarkas. 
    +ELIAS J. SARKAS by Dr. Jennifer A. Sarkas. 
 

Divine L i tur gy Intent ions  



 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Ask and you shall 

receive, seek and you 

shall find, knock and it 

shall be opened," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos, Your Most 

Holy Mother, I knock, I 

seek, I ask that my prayer 

be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"All that you ask of the 

Father in My Name, He 

will grant you," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos Your Most 

Holy Mother, I humbly 

and urgently ask your 

Father in your name that 

my prayer will be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Heaven and earth shall 

pass away but My word 

shall not pass away," 

through the intercession 

of the Theotokos Your 

Most Holy Mother, I feel 

confident that my prayer 

will be granted.  

 
SACRIFICIAL GIVING:  April 9, 2023:  Budgets: $4,814.00:  Envelopes: $3,646.00, Loose: $1,168.00; Candles: 
$144.72: Stole Offerings: $125.00; Addit’l  Fuel $15.00;   Building Fund: $90.00, Additil Melkite Support: $10.00; 
Easter Flowers: $300.00: Donation: $200.00:  Easter Offerings: $2,360.00;  Shepherd’s Care: $72.00;  Religious 
Education: $353.00. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Before making any ENGAGEMENT/BAPTISM/MARRIAGE RECEPTION PLANS, please contact the 
Church in advance.  We would rather not have you disappointed if you’ve already made commitments without 
checking our schedule  
 
GENERAL HOME VISITATIONS, SICK CALLS, HOSPITAL VISITS:  Father Ephrem has been fully vaccinated and is 
now available for these parish services. Just email him at office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com and leave him your 
message. PLEASE! NO GRATUITIES!   A cup of coffee or tea is just fine. He looks forward to in-person contact. 
 
SHEPHERD’S CARE:  The final Shepherd’s Care Program collection will be taken up today to help the needy, 
homeless, poor, to be distributed here and abroad for this noble cause. Please transfer the monies from the 
mite boxes to cash or check. This would be greatly appreciated, and then it will be forwarded to the Diocese of 
Newton for distribution to the respective beneficiaries. 
 
ARABIC EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 2023 SCHOLARSHIP:  Application, eligibility information and check list is 
available at aef-ri.org. All scholarships  and transcripts must be postmarked by April 15, 2023. Question(s) con-
tact: aef1966@cox,net 
 
 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN!  AL MASEEH QAM! KHRISTOS ANESTI! 
WITH APPRECIATION 

 
Thank you to all who made our Great Lent, Holy Week, and Easter Celebration beautiful and memorable: those 
who made donations, especially the eggs and sweet bread, those who offered flowers, altar servers, choirs, 
readers, ushers, Tomb -bearers, Shroud- bearers, errand runners, those who decorated, cleaned and set up the 
church, those responsible for the Easter Decorum of the Church, those who organized the chair layout, server 
coordinators, sacristans, those who contributed to the Easter Collection as their Love Gift, those who prepared 
the Social Hour in the Cultural Center following the Easter Vigil, the clergy, and to all those who came, prayed, 
worshipped and joined in the never-ending experiencing of Christ’s Passion, Death and Resurrection.  Many  
thanks to those who  decorated the Epitaphios (Tomb) and enhanced the sanctuary area by giving of their time 
and talents. OH! What can happen when we all work together for the honor and glory of God! 
 
 
REFLECTION:  “It is better to remain silent at the risk of being thought a fool, than to talk and remove all 
doubt of it.” 

 
 

mailto:office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com


 Following Jesus 
Kids bulletin 



 

As we continue to 
celebrate the glorious 
good news of this season 
of Pascha, we recall how 
Christ called doubting 
Thomas to faith in His 
great victory. “He said to 
Thomas, ‘Put your finger 
here, and see My hands; 
and put out your hand, 
and place it in my side; do 
not be faithless, but 
believing.’ Thomas 
answered Him, ‘My Lord 
and my God!’” Still bearing His wounds even in His glorified body as the 
God-Man, the Risen Christ brought Thomas to faith through the witness 
of His own deified flesh. 

The Apostles saw the Lord after His resurrection with their eyes, touched 
Him with their hands, heard His voice with their ears, felt His breath on 
their skin, and even saw Him eat food. (Luke 24: 36-43) The good news 
that “God is light and in Him is no darkness at all” comes from a 
resurrection in glory of a complete Person with a human body marked by 
the wounds of torture and crucifixion. His resurrection is not an escape 
from the body, but its fulfillment. The Eternal Word Who created us by 
breathing into the dust of the earth now breathes physically on His 
Disciples as He empowers them to carry out His ministry of bringing 
salvation to the world, even to the point of forgiving sins in His name. 
Here are powerful signs of what it means for human beings to be in the 
likeness of God and partakers of the divine nature by grace. 

These are not merely details of ancient history, but reminders that we 
participate in Christ’s Passover from death to life by how we live as 
whole, embodied persons. We were baptized physically with water into 
Christ’s death in order to put Him on like a garment, in order to rise with 
Him into a new life of holiness. To be blunt, the Christian life is not simply 
about our emotions, ideas, or opinions; it is not reduced to what we say 
we believe. For those who are truly in Christ will live in ways that 
manifest the brilliant life of the resurrection, that radiate the holy light of 
the Savior’s great victory over sin and death. As St. John put it, “If we say 
we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do 
not live according to the truth; but if we walk in the light, as He is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His 
Son cleanses us from all sin.” 

We are probably all tempted at times to think how much easier it would 
be to serve God if we did not have our particular set of bodily limitations 
and problems. Some are challenged by physical or mental illness, while 
others wrestle with passions for the pleasures of food, sex, alcohol, or 
other substances. Eating disorders and unrealistic expectations of what 
their bodies should look like ruin the health and well-being of some, 
while others struggle to accept that their male or female bodies are signs 
of who they are in God’s image and likeness. Many today ignore the 
sacredness of the intimate bodily union of man and woman, which makes 
two into one flesh. The epidemic of pornography in our culture reflects a 
repudiation of the sacredness of the flesh and blood through which we 
encounter the living icons of Christ. Some refuse to honor the bodies of 
their neighbors by becoming blind to the humanity of children in the 
womb, of people with skin of a different color, or of terminally ill patients 
in chronic pain. And whether it is greed, sloth, anger, or refusal to help 

the needy with our time, 
attention, and resources, 
there is no sin that does not 
show itself physically in some 
way in the lives of those who 
struggle with it. 

No matter what someone’s 
particular struggles, 
weaknesses, or failings are, 
we must respond with 
compassion, for we too are 
among the sick who need the 
Physician. Nonetheless, no 
physical condition can ever 

make us sin or do evil. The problem is not that we have bodies, but that 
we choose to remain in the tomb, that we would rather walk in the 
darkness than in the light. For it is no sin to be ill or to be tempted in any 
way. The Lord Himself suffered terribly on the cross and was tempted. It 
is a sin, however, to let any of our wounds become excuses for not 
walking in the light as best we can. It is a sin to let anything fill our lives 
with such darkness that we refuse to open our eyes—and our lives—to 
the good news of the resurrection. It is a sin when we think that God 
must remove this or that problem in order to earn our faithfulness, in 
order to be worthy of our devotion. As we celebrate Christ’s great victory 
over sin and death, we must not be afraid to expose our wounded selves 
to Him with humility as we say with St. Thomas “’My Lord and my God!’” 

Remember that the Savior has taken upon Himself even the worst bodily 
wounds. It is through them that He has brought life out of death and 
brilliant light out of the darkest tomb. He has conquered even death 
itself. Do you see what that means? Even our darkest inclinations 
ultimately do not stand a chance against His glory, if we will only expose 
them to Him, if we will only offer them to Him for healing. And though it 
probably will not happen instantaneously, our wounds will find healing as 
we move step by step further into His light. Darkness is simply the 
absence of light and it disappears when it is illumined. The same Lord 
Who conquered Hades and the tomb for our salvation, and Who invited 
Thomas to touch His wounds, will bring us as whole, embodied persons 
into the new day of His Kingdom if we will only keep turning as best we 
can from the darkness as we struggle to live faithfully each day in the 
midst of the problems, pains, and weaknesses that beset us. We must all 
take that journey one day at a time. 

The good news is that Christ does not ask us to conquer sin and death by 
our own power, for He has already done that. But He does ask us truly to 
have faith, which requires a faithful life, even as we constantly ask for His 
mercy and strength to participate as fully as possible in the joy of His 
resurrection. We will not do that with a fake spirituality that relies purely 
on emotions or ideas, but as whole persons of flesh and blood enlivened 
by the One Who made us in His image and likeness and even died and 
rose again for our salvation. So let us celebrate Pascha by walking in the 
light as best we can with all our wounds, for that is how we will open 
ourselves to the light that has made even the tomb radiant with the 
divine glory. If He can do that to a grave, just imagine what He can do 
with us. 

Seeing and Believing  



 

   سيبارفبةبابلةسةسادق ةظع

نحتفل اليوم بالأحد الثاني من الزمن الفصحي، والمُسمى أيضا بأحد "الرححرمرلإ ايلر.ريرلإ"  

! فمحبلإ الله هي هكذا عظيمرلإ، وهركرذا قحمباالله كم هو حائع واقع اييمان هذا في حياتنا:

 عميقلإ تجاهنا، محبلإ لا تنَقصُ، محبلإ تحافقنا يدا بيد، وتؤازحنا، وتنُ.ضنا، وتحشدنا 

في إنجيل اليوم، يختبح القديس توما حقيقلإ الححملإ ايل.يلإ، تلك الححمرلإ الرتري لر.را وجر   

ملموس، وج  يسوع، يسوع القائم من بين الأموات  لم يشأ توما أن يصرد  مرا قرالر.را لر  

التلاميذ: "لقد حأينا الحب"؛ لم يعد يكفي  وعد يسوع، الذي سربرو ونربرو بر : سرأقروم فري 

اليوم الثالث  أحاد أن يحى، أحاد أن يضع يده في أثَحَ المساميح وفي الجنب  فكيف كرانرت 

: فيسوع لم يُ.مل توما العنيد في عدم إيمان ؛ يعبي  أسربروعرا مرن الصبح حدة فعل يسوع؟

الوقت، لا يغلو أمام  الباب، ينتظح  فيتعحف توما على فقحه، وعلى قرلرلإ إيرمرانر   "حبري 

وإل.ي": ب.ذه الصيحلإ البسيبلإ والمفعملإ باييمان هي جواب  على صبح يسوع  لرقرد ترحك 

نفس  لتغمحه الححملإ ايل.يلإ، لقد حآها ماثللإ أمام ، في جحاح اليدين والحجرلريرن والرجرنرب 

 المفتوح، فيستحد يقين : أصبح إنسانا جديدا، ليس بعد غيح مؤمن، بل مؤمنا 

دعونا نتذكح أيضا ببحس: لقد أنكح يسوع ثلاث محات، في الوقت الذي كان يجب عرلرير  

أن يظل قحيبا من ؛ فعندما لمس القاع، هناك التقى بنرظرحة يسروع الرتري، بصربرح، وبردون 

"؛ وهرنرا يرفر.رم بربرحس، ويشرعرح  كلام قالت ل : "يا ببحس، لا تخف من ضعفك، ثو فيَّ

وكرم مرفرعرمرلإ برالرعربرف!   –بنظحة محبلإ يسوع ويبكي  كم هي حائعلإ نرظرحة يسروع هرذه 

 إخوتي وأخوتي دعونا ألا نفقد أبدا الثقلإ في ححملإ الله الحليملإ! 

لنتذكح لتلميذي عماوس: أصحاب الوج  الحزين، والرخربرى الرفراحغرلإ، برلا حجرا   لركرن 

يسوع لا ي.مل.ما: يسيح مع.ما على البحيو، وليس وحيدا! وبصبح يرفرسرح لر.رمرا الركُرترب 

المقدسلإ وكل ما قيل عن  في.ا ويتوقف ليتقاسم مع.ما الأكل  هذا هو أسلوب الله: فر.رو لا 

يفقد صبحه كما نفعل نحن، حاغبين في الحصول كلَّ شي  سحيعا، حتى مرع الأشرخراص  

إن الله صبوح معنا لأن  يحبنا، ومّن يحُب يتفر.رم، يرحجرو، يرثرو، ولا ير.رمرل، ولا يرقربرع 

الجسوح، ويعحف أن يغفح  دعونا نتذكح هذا في حياتنا كمسيحيين: الله يرنرترظرحنرا دائرمرا، 

 حتى عندما نبتعد عن ! ف.و قحيب دائما، وإن عدنا إلي  ف.و دائما مستعدة لاحتضاننا 

، مر.رمرا كران الرذنرب، ومر.رمرا كرانرت شجسسبابلعوفةاإليظي  إن صبح الله يجب أن يجد فينا

الخبيئلإ المحتكبلإ في حياتنا  لقد دعا يسوع توما لأن يضع يدا في جرحاح يردير  وحجرلرير  

وفي بعنلإ جنب   نحن أيضا بإمكاننا الدخول في جحاح يسوع، يمكننا لرمرسر  واقرعريرا؛ إن 

 هذا ما يحدث فعلينا في كل محة ننال الأسحاح بإيمان 

(  إن هذا م.م: شجاعلإ الاسترسرلام 5كلما زادت محاحم  كلما فاضت استحقاقاتي" )ن م، 

 لححملإ يسوع، والثقلإ في بول أنات ، وال.حوب دائما في حمى جحاح محبت   

قد يفكح أحدٌ مناّ قائلا: إن خبيئتي هكذا عظيملإ، وبعُدي عن الله كبعد الابن الأصغرح فري 

المثال اينجيلي، وعدم إيماني مماثل لشك توما؛ ليس لدي شجاعلإ الحجروع، أو الرترفركريرح 

في أن الله يمكن  أن يقبلني أو أن  ينتظحني أنا بالذات  ولكن الله يرنرترظرحك أنرت برالرذات، 

ويبلب منك فقب شجاعلإ الذهاب إلي   فكم من محة سمعت، فري خردمرتري الرحعرويرلإ: "يرا 

أبتي، أخبئتُ كثيحا"؛ والدعوة التي قدمتُ.ا دائما هي: "لا تخف، إذهب ل ، إن  ينرترظرحك، 

وسيقوم هو بكل شي "  كم من العحُوضِ الزمنيلإ التي نسمع.ا حولنا، لكن دعرونرا نسرمرح 

لعَحض الله من أن يلامسنا، ف.ذا العحض هو لمسلإ محبلإ  فبالنسبلإ لله نرحرن لسرنرا مرجرحد 

أحقام، بل أننا م.مون، بل أننا أهم شي  بالنسبلإ ل ؛ حتى وإن كناّ خبأة، فرنرحرن أعرز مرا 

 في قلب  

لقد شعح آدم بعد الخبيئلإ بالعاح، بأن  عحيان، وشعح بثقل ما فعلر ؛ لركرنَّ الله لرم يرترحكر : 

وإن كان قد بدأ في تلك اللحظلإ الابتعاد عن الله بسبب الخبيرئرلإ، فرقرد وجرد أيضرا الروعرد 

بالعودة، أي إمكانيلإ الحجوع ل   فقد سأل  الله مباشحة: "آدم، أين أنت؟"، كان يبحث عرنر   

لقد تعحى يسوع من أجلنا، لقد حمل على ذات  عاح آدم، وتعحي خبيئت  ليغسل خبيئرترنرا: 

إننا بجحاح  شفينا  تذكحوا كلمات القديس بولس: بماذا يمكنني أن أفتخح سوى بضرعرفري، 

وبفقحي؟ في ايحساس حقا بخبيئتي، وبالنظح إلى خبيئتي يمكنني أن أحى وأتقرابرل مرع 

 ححملإ الله، ومع محبت  والذهاب ل  للحصول على المغفحة 

لقد حأيتُ في حياتي الشخصيرلإ لرمرحات عرديردة وجر  الله الرححريرم، وصربرحَه: حأيرتُ فري 

أشخاص كُثح شجاعلإَ الدخول في جحاح يسروع وقرول: يراحب إنري هرنرا، فراقربرل فرقرحي، 

واخفِ في جحاحك خبيئتي، واغسل  بدمك  وحأيت دائما أن الله قد فرعرل، قرد اسرترجراب، 

 وعزى وغسل وأحبَّ 

الأخوات وايخوة الأحبا ، دعونا نتحك ححملإ الله لتغمحنا: واثرقريرن مرن برولِ أنراة الرتري 

تمنحنا كل الوقت؛ دعونا نتحلى بشجاعلإ الحجوع لبيت ، والسكن في جحاح محبت ، لنترحك 

أنفسنا لمحبت ، وللقا  بححمت  في الأسحاح المقدسلإ  سنشعرح برعربرفر ، الرذي مرا أحوعر ، 

وسنشعح بعناق  وعندئذ سنصبح، نرحرن أيضرا، أكرثرح قردحة لرترقرديرم الرححرمرلإ، والصربرح، 

 والمغفحة، والمحبلإ 

  

حسضقةابلفستظكسنا-ا٣١٠٢جمظعابلحقوقامحفويب  
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 The Divine Liturgy Schedule 
 

Sunday Divine Liturgy  

• 1:00 am  

• 11:15 am 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available  

Tuesday to Friday before or after the Divine Liturgy.  
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Byzantine Kids Magazine! 

Get a full yearly subscription: 12 monthly issues, delivered to your door, for only $10/issue!   
https://www.byzimom.com/product-page/byzikids-magazine-12-month-subscription 

 
The team at ByziKids Magazine strongly believes in the power of prayer!   

Proceeds from your subscription will be donated to the support of Eastern Christian monastic communities!   
For more information about the monasteries we help, see our mission statement on the ByziKids page of ByziMom.com!  

 

FREE Online Byzikids Magazine for April : 
https://tinyurl.com/2p9555wv 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c5D8LP8QZDlG_JP_UbRPXDuobGMhlNFw/view?fbclid=IwAR3JtjiLpVKaJuehABOp4hrR92itf3DZuJp477UQyER2Qt93qOOrXRE5-vY
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c5D8LP8QZDlG_JP_UbRPXDuobGMhlNFw/view?fbclid=IwAR3JtjiLpVKaJuehABOp4hrR92itf3DZuJp477UQyER2Qt93qOOrXRE5-vY
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c5D8LP8QZDlG_JP_UbRPXDuobGMhlNFw/view?fbclid=IwAR3JtjiLpVKaJuehABOp4hrR92itf3DZuJp477UQyER2Qt93qOOrXRE5-vY
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