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APPEND I X ! 2 !
!

CHURCH ING !O F ! AN ! IN FANT ! !
ON ! TH E ! 4 0 T H !DAY !

!
On!the!fortieth!day,!the!mother!and!the!child!come!to!the!Church!and!stand!in!
the!Narthex.!The!Priest,!wearing!his!exorasson!and!epitrachelion,!meets!them!
at!the!Church!door!and!says:!

!
Priest:!!Blessed!is!our!God!at!all!times,!now!and!always!and!
forever!and!ever.!
!

Reader:!!Amen.!
!
Holding!her!child,!the!mother!bows!her!head.!The!Priest!makes!the!sign!of!the!
cross!over!them!and,!putting!his!hand!on!the!head!of!the!child,!says:!
!

Priest:!Let!us!pray!to!the!Lord.!
!

Reader:!Lord,!have!mercy.!
!

Priest:!O! Lord! God! Almighty,! Father! of! our! Lord! Jesus!
Christ,! by! Your! word! You! created! all! creatures! both!
rational!and!irrational.!Bless!!this!child;!enable!him!(her)!
to! reach! maturity;! sanctify! him! (her);! give! him! (her)!
understanding,!wisdom!and! intelligence.! ! Since!You!have!
brought!him!(her)!into!existence!and!have!shown!him!(her)!
the!natural! light!of!day,*!grant! that! at! the! time!appointed!
by! You,! he! (she)! may! be! accounted! worthy! of! the!
supernatural!light!of!Heaven!and!be!included!within!Your!
holy!flock.!
!
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*If!the!child!has!been!baptized,!the!Priest!ends!the!prayer!saying:!For!You!are!
good,!O!our!God,!and! to!You!we!render!glory,!Father,!Son!and!Holy!Spirit,!
now!and!always!and!forever!and!ever.!
!

Through! Your! Only4Begotten! Son,! with! whom! You! are!
blessed,!together!with!Your!All4holy,!Good!and!Life4Giving!
Spirit,!now!and!always!and!forever!and!ever.!

Reader:!!Amen!
!
Putting!his!hand!on!the!mother’s!head,!the!Priest!says:!
!

Priest:!Let!us!pray!to!the!Lord.!
!

Reader:!!Lord,!have!mercy.!
!

Priest:!O!Lord!our!God,!who!came!for! the!salvation!of! the!
human!race,!come!also!to!Your!handmaid!N.,!and!through!
the! prayers! of! Your! honorable! presbyterate,! make! her!
worthy! to! seek! shelter! in! Your! holy! Church,! to! enter! the!
temple!of!Your!glory,!and!to!receive!the!precious!Body!and!
Blood! of! Your!Christ.! That!with! us! she!may! glorify! Your!
holy! name,! Father,! Son! and!Holy! Spirit,! now! and! always!
and!forever!and!ever.!
!

Reader:!!Amen.!
!
The!Priest!blesses!the!child!and!says:!
!

Priest:!Let!us!pray!to!the!Lord.!
!

Reader:!!Lord,!have!mercy.!
!

Priest:!O! Lord! our! God,! on! the! fortieth! day! You! were!
presented!as!an! infant! in!the!temple!according!to!the!Law!
by!Mary,!Your!holy!and!ever4virgin!Mother,!and!You!were!
carried! in! the! arms! of! Simeon! the! Just:! therefore,! Lord!
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Almighty,!Creator!of!All,!bless!this!child!who!is!presented!
to!You.! !Make!him! (her)! grow! in! every!good!deed!which!
pleases! You,! and! through! the! sign! of! Your! cross,! dispel!
from! him! (her)! every! adverse! power,! for! You! are! the!
guardian!of! children,!O!Lord.*!Make!him! (her)!worthy!of!
holy!baptism!and!of!the!grace!of!the!elect!of!Your!kingdom,!
and!guard!him!(her)!with!us,!through!the!grace!of!the!holy,!
consubstantial!and!undivided!Trinity.!
!
*If! the!child!has!been!baptized,! the!Priest!says:!Make!him!(her)! through!holy!
baptism!worthy!of!the!grace!of!the!elect!of!Your!Kingdom.!
!

For!all!glory,!thanksgiving!and!worship!belong!to!You!and!
also! to! Your! eternal! Father! and! Your! all4holy,! good! and!
Life4Giving!Spirit,!now!and!always!and!forever!and!ever.!
!

Reader:!!Amen.!
!

Priest:!Peace!!be!to!all.!
!

Reader:!And!to!your!spirit.!
!

Priest:!Bow!your!heads!to!the!Lord.!
!

Reader:!To!You,!O!Lord!!
!

Priest:!O! God,! Father! Almighty,! through! the! mouth! of!
Isaiah,!the!most!eloquent!of!the!prophets,!You!foretold!for!
us!the!incarnation!of!Your!Only4Begotten!Son!and!our!God!
from!a!Virgin.! !By!Your!benevolence,!and!the!cooperation!
of!the!Holy!Spirit,! in!the!last!days,!He!has!become!a!child!
from!her!for!the!salvation!of!mankind;!and!being!Himself!a!
true!law4giver,!He!permitted!Himself!to!be!brought!into!the!
Holy! Temple! after! the! days! of! purification! were! fulfilled!
according! to! the! prescriptions! of! Your! holy! Law! and!
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assented!to!be!carried!in!the!arms!of!Simeon!the!Just.! !We!
recognize! the! prototype! of! this! mystery! in! the!
aforementioned! prophet,! revealed! to! us! by! the! tongs! of!
embers.! ! We,! being! faithful,! also! imitate! this! mystery.!!
Now,! O! Lord,! Protector! of! the! children,! bless! this! child!
with!his! (her)!parents!and!godparents.*! !Grant! that,!at! the!
time! appointed! by! You,! he! (she)! may! be! born! again! of!
water!and!the!Spirit!and!number!him!(her)!among!the!holy!
flock!of!Your!reason4endowed!sheep!who!pray!in!the!name!
of!Your!Christ.!
!
*! If! the! child! has! been! baptized,! the! Priest! ends! the! prayers! here! and! passes!
immediately!to!the!Ekphonesis!
!

For!You!are! the!One!who!dwells!on!high!and!watch!over!
the! lowly,! and! we! render! glory! to! You,! Father,! Son! and!
Holy!Spirit,!now!and!always!and!forever!and!ever.!
!

Reader:!!Amen.!
!
The!Priest!takes!the!child!in!his!arms,!faces!the!Holy!Doors,!and!makes!with!it!
the!sign!of!the!cross,!saying:!
!

The!servant!(handmaid)!of!God!N!is!churched!in!the!name!
of!the!Father!and!the!Son!and!the!Holy!Spirit.!
!
Then!he!enters!the!church!saying:!
!

I! will! enter! Your! house! and! I! will! worship! at! Your! holy!
temple.!
!
In!the!middle!of!the!church!he!repeats:!
!

The!servant!(handmaid)!of!God!N!is!churched!in!the!name!
of!the!Father!and!of!the!Son!and!of!the!Holy!Spirit.!
!
He!advances!again!towards!the!Holy!Doors!saying:!
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In!the!midst!of!the!assembly!I!will!praise!You.!
!
Having!reached!the!Holy!Doors,!he!says!for!a!third!time:!
!

The!servant!(handmaid)!of!God!N.!is!churched!in!the!name!
of!the!Father!and!of!the!Son!and!of!the!Holy!Spirit.!
!
He!enters!the!Holy!Place!through!the!Holy!Doors!with!the!child,!be!it!a!boy!or!
a!girl.!Leaving!through!the!North!Door!he!says:!
!

Now! You! shall! dismiss! Your! servant! in! peace,! O! Lord,!
according!to!Your!word,!because!my!eyes!have!seen!Your!
salvation,!which!You!have!prepared!before! the! face! of! all!
peoples:! !A! light! to! the!revelation!of! the!Gentiles,!and! the!
glory!of!Your!people!Israel.!
!
The!Priest!returns!the!child!to!the!mother,!ending!the!Service!by!the!little!
dismissal:!

Dismissal!
!

Priest:!Glory! to!You,!Christ!God,! our!hope,!Glory! to!You!!!
May! Christ! our! true! God! have!mercy! on! us! and! save! us!
through!the!prayers!of!His!all4pure!Mother,!of!His!holy!and!
glorious!Apostles!worthy!of!all!praise,!and!of!all!the!saints,!
for!He!is!good!and!loves!mankind.!
!

Through! the! prayers! of! our! holy! Fathers,! O! Lord! Jesus!
Christ!our!God,!have!mercy!on!us.!
!

Reader:!!Amen.!
!
!
!
!
!
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