
 

 

St. Basil the Great 

Melkite Greek Catholic Church 

St 

 

June 11, 2023 

Address  

15 Skyview Drive 

Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865  

Tel (401) 722-1345  

Parish Website 

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

Facebook   

https://www.facebook.com/

StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek 

CatholicChurchRI/ 

YouTube  

https://bit.ly/3gkI2Uk 

Email 

office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

 

Office hours  

Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm  

Divine Liturgies  

Sunday Divine Liturgy 

9:00 AM - 11:15 AM 

 

Pastoral Emergencies  

and anointing of the sick   

(401)722-1345  

Holy Mysteries 

 

Reconciliation 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will 
be available before the Divine 

Liturgy or by appointment 

 

Baptism 

Please arrange with the pastor 

 

Marriage 

A notice of at least 6 months should 
be given to the pastor, before the 
proposed wedding date to arrange 

for the required interview and 
instructions 
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Troparion of the resurrection (1st tone) 
After the stone was sealed by the Jews and the while the 
soldiers were watching Your spotless body, You rose, O Savior, 
on the third day, bestowing life to the world. Therefore, the 
heavenly powers cried out to You, O Giver of life: “Glory to Your 
resurrection, O Christ! Glory to Your kingdom! Glory to Your 
economy, O You who alone are the lover of mankind!”  
 
Troparion of the Divine Body, (1st Tone)  
Christ, having loved His own, loved them until the end and gave 
them His Body and Blood as food and drink.  Wherefore let us 
offer them our veneration and say with fear: “O Christ, glory to 
Your presence, glory to Your compassion, glory to Your 
condescension: for You alone are the Lover of Mankind.” 
 
Troparion of St Basil The Great 
Your voice has sounded all over the earth, that accepted your 
preaching. You gave a divine explanation of doctrine, and made 
clear the nature of creatures, and set a rule of life for men. Holy 
Father, and Kingly Priest, intercede with Christ God to grant us 
great mercy. 
 

 2nd Sunday After Pentecost  

ي بعد العنصرة
 
 الأحد الثان

http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gSoG7RG4sA-lGDWDfFIE4hFNeub9DgACqHVjFC25_XLZYIOxnKWCfvSk
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3gkI2Uk%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3A4ZovTontTErgD-KhDBkZAqs9QkFTlT-dWmDF16jJlbbjf1K3HeSg2ag&h=AT0l5abQIbAo_FiI6C90Jrc-zoSOPpjSiOu0Xz8dZmmbbOqnLKYOfBoKDMOrOVpIBM-PJOxEe5s7WvS5OeAhdguFWCFUmiLlnGaUn1xuJHbaD74fN0-3Hd3dRV
mailto:office@stbasilthegreat@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Our church organizations: 

 

MAYA: Organization of 

Melkite Catholics ages 18 – 26 

(and at least 1 year out of high 

school) under patronage of our 

bishop, the Most Reverend 

Nicholas Samra.   

https://melkite.org/maya  

 

MYO: Provides a common 

forum for all the young people 

of St. Basil's Church, and that 

the Organization initiate, 

coordinate, and direct 

religious, social, educational, 

and humanitarian programs 

designed to promote the 

involvement of its membership 

in the Christian Faith and the 

Melkite tradition.  

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html 

 

NAMW: Promotes and 

supports vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life in 

the United States.   

https://melkite.org/namw  
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Kondakion of the Feast, 2nd Tone 
O Christ, do not turn Your face away from me: for I partake of 
the bread which is Your Body and of the wine which is Your 
Blood.  O Lord, let my sharing in these august mysteries be not 
for my judgment and condemnation, but for my eternal and 
everlasting life. 
 
 
Epistle: 2nd Sunday after Pentecost - Romans 2: 10-16 
PROKIMENON (Tone 1) Psalm 32:22,1 
May Your kindness, O Lord, be upon us, for we have hoped in 
You.  
Stichon: Exult, you just, in the Lord; praise from the upright is 
fitting.  
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans 
Brethren, glory, honor and peace to everyone who does good 
works, first to the Jew, then to the Greek, since with God there 
is no favoritism.  
 
For all those who have sinned without the Law will perish 
without the Law, and all those who have sinned under the Law 
will be judged under the Law. (Before God, indeed, it is not 
those who hear the Law who are just, but those who follow the 
Law who will be justified. When the Gentiles who do not have 
the Law do by nature what the Law commands, while they do 
not have the Law, they are their own law: they show the work of 
the Law written in their hearts. The conscience bears witness to 
them, even when conflicting thoughts accuse or defend them) 
on the day when God will judge the hidden secrets of men 
according to what I preach, through Jesus Christ.  
 
ALLELUIA (Tone 1) Psalm 17:48,506 
O God, You granted me retribution and made peoples subject to 
me and saved me from my raging enemies.  
Stichon: Therefore, I will proclaim You, O Lord, among the 
nations and I will sing praise to Your name.  
 
 
Gospel: 2nd Sunday after Pentecost,  
Matthew 4: 11-23 (Call of the First Disciples)  
At that time as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw 
two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and his brother 
Andrew, casting a net into the sea (for they were fishermen). 
And He said to them, “Come, follow Me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” And at once they left the nets and followed 
Him. And going farther on, He saw two other brothers, James 
the son of Zebedee, and his brother John, in a boat with 
Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and He called them. 
And immediately they left their nets and their father, and 
followed Him. And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues and preaching the Good News of the kingdom, and 
healing every disease and every sickness among the people.  

https://melkite.org/maya
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
https://melkite.org/namw


 

Prayer for the dead 

O God of all spirits and of all 
flesh, who have destroyed 
death, overcome the devil, and 
given life to the world: grant, O 
Lord to the souls of your 
servants, who have departed 
from this life, that they may rest 
in a place of light, in a place of 
happiness, in a place of peace, 
where there is no pain, no grief, 
no sighing. And since You are 
gracious God and Lover of 
mankind, forgive them every sin 
they have committed by 
thought, or word, or deed, for 
there is not a man who lives 
and does not sin: You alone are 
without sin, your righteousness 
is everlasting, and your word is 
true.  
For You are the Resurrection 
and the Life, and the Repose of 
your departed servants, O 
Christ our God, and we render 
glory to You, together with your 
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving 
Spirit, now and always and 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

THIS WEEKEND, SATURDAY, JUNE 10 & SUNDAY, JUNE 11, 2023: SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTE-
COST. OCTAVE OF THE FEAST OF THE DIVINE BODY.  
 
 5:00  p.m. DIVINE LITURGY: 
  
+    ANNA LEFRANCOIS by Deacon Gilbert & Mimi Altongy. 
+    ANNETTE NAJJAR by Mrs. Helen Lacy. 
+    MARION E. BAKER by Caroline St. Germain & Family. 
+    MARY SACKAL by Mr. Jared & Stephanie Hart. 
+    WILLIAM T. ASERMELY by Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Gaglione & Family (SC). 
+    RT. REV. ECONOMOS ROMANOS RUSSO by St. Basil’s Church Community. 
 
10:00 a.m. DIVINE LITURGY: 
 
+    WAGIH MAZLOUM by Dr. Naji & Marylou Mazloum. 
+    GREGORY NAZARIAN, ESQ. (6th Anniv.) by his mother Patricia & brother David & his Family. 
+    HON. JUDGE GEORGE NAZARIAN (50th Anniv.) by his wife Patricia & son David & Family. 
+    JUDITH NESSRALLA (14th Anniv.) by her sister Patricia Nazarian & Family. 
+    FRED KISHFY (54th Anniv.) by M/M Norman E. Kishfy. 
+    JOHN ROWEY by Faiz & Susan Albatal. 
+    GLORIA RAWAN RAZOOK by Deacon Gilbert & Mimi Altongy. 
+    RT. REV. ECONOMOS  ROMANOS RUSSO by St. Basil’s Church Community. 

Divine L i tur gy Intent ions  



 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Ask and you shall 

receive, seek and you 

shall find, knock and it 

shall be opened," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos, Your Most 

Holy Mother, I knock, I 

seek, I ask that my prayer 

be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"All that you ask of the 

Father in My Name, He 

will grant you," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos Your Most Holy 

Mother, I humbly and 

urgently ask your Father 

in your name that my 

prayer will be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Heaven and earth shall 

pass away but My word 

shall not pass away," 

through the intercession 

of the Theotokos Your 

Most Holy Mother, I feel 

confident that my prayer 

will be granted.  

 
SACRIFICIAL GIVING:  June 3 & 4, 2023: Budgets: $3,164.00: ( Envelopes: $2,920.00, Loose: $244.00);  
Candles:  $54.65    Building Fund::$750.00;  Stole Offerings:  $160.00; ;  Addit’l Melkite Support:  $105:00. 
 
GENERAL HOME VISITATIONS, SICK CALLS, HOSPITAL VISITS:  Father Ephrem has been fully vaccinated and is 
now available for these parish services. Just email him at office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com and leave him 
your message. PLEASE! NO GRATUITIES!   A cup of coffee or tea is just fine. He looks forward to in-person 
contact. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Anyone who is planning an ENGAGEMENT/BAPTISM/MARRIAGE RECEPTION PLANS is kindly 
requested to notify a member of the clergy BEFORE reception/party plans are made.  The Clergy may be al-
ready scheduled for something else on the day that you have rented a hall/restaurant.  Following this policy 
will help avoid any later misunderstandings/hurt feelings.  Thank you! 
 
GRAPE LEAVES:  The Food Fair Committee is appealing to all parishioners and friends to donate sufficient 
grape leaves to accommodate the needs of this popular cuisine.  Anyone willing to donate some leaves can 
bring them to the kitchen and they will be stored in the freezer. If Christine Durnin or Jane Hanna are not 
there, arrangements will be made to freeze them. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com
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THE POWER OF FORGIVENESS:  Forgivenss is a two way street. Just as we should strive to freely forgive those 
who have offended us, we should also readily seek forgiveness from those who have offended. May the pray-
er below help us to consider our actions and make reparation where necessary. 
 
Lord, open my eyes to my behavior each day. Open my ears to the way I speak to each soul I encounter. When 
I am short sighted or short spoken, may I be quick to recognize it and quicker still to seek reconciliation. Let 
me be humble enough to beg forgiveness of those I have hurt and let them be loving enough to grant it. 
 
 
SO DON’T FORGET US!  During  the summer months, many of our parishioners spend time away on vacation. 
And that’s great. We would respectfully ask that all make sure that they include the Lord during the time away 
by going to Liturgy wherever they are. Also, please remember that your Parish must maintain its (really, your) 
financial obligations during the summer months. Please do not neglect your responsibilities to maintain your 
spiritual home. A few send in their weekly support before they go away; a few make up for the weeks missed 
when they return. We thank all those who remember to display their love and support for their Church in a 
responsible manner. 
 
BUDGET ENVELOPE USERS:  If for any reason, you do not receive your budget-packets, please contact any 
member of the clergy immediately. In this way, we will be able to notify the company at once, and in turn 
they will mail you a 
first class packet. 
 
IN EVERY BLADE OF GRASS:  “Nature is a gift from God and every blade of grass is a sermon,” a preacher told 
his summertime congregation.  The next day, the minister was mowing his lawn when a member of the 
church came along. The parishioner stood and watched his pastor mow for a while. Then nodding his head in 
approval, he said, “Way to go, Pastor, cut ‘em short!.” 
 
WHAT IS PRAYER:  Prayer is not asking. It is a longing of the soul. It is daily admission of one’s weakness…It is 
better in prayer to have a heart without  words, than words without a heart…Properly understood and ap-
plied, it is the  most potent instrument of action.      -     Mohandas K. Gaaandhi 
 
ACTIONS TEACH:  If a child sees his parents day in and day out behaving with self-discipline, restraint, dignity 
and a capacity to order their own lives, then the child will come to feel in the deepest fibers of his being that 
this is the way to live. If a child sees his parents day in and day out living without self-restraint or self-
discipline, then he will come  in the deepest fibers of being to believe that that is the way to live.    -   M. Scott 
Peck in The Road Less Traveled 
 
REFLECTION:  “Silence is often misinterpreted but never misquoted.”   -     Unknown 



 
 
The family of St. Basil’s Church would like to congratulate our 2022-2023 high 
school and college graduates and those who earned higher degrees. 
  
In order to get a complete and accurate list, we ask you to submit the names 
in your household. Please follow the link below and fill out the form no later 
than June 11th, 2023. We will honor the graduates at the Divine Liturgy on 
Sunday, June 18, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. 
Honoring Graduates 2022-2023 - Google Forms 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ZZqNxmre2TT6qcic2006-KetsWq5dEUwvw1fZfe3KF4/edit?pli=1
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Kids bulletin 
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 In some ways, we may envy Peter, Andrew, James, and John for the clarity 
of their call.  On the day that Jesus Christ called them to leave everything 
behind and follow Him, there was no question what He wanted them to 
do.  The message was clear and they did as they were told. 

Of course, that was only the beginning of their ministry as disciples and 
apostles.  As we know from reading the rest of the gospels, these men did 
not have a clear understanding of who Christ really was until after His 
resurrection.  Nothing in their background had prepared them for this 
unusual kind of Messiah or for the great sacrifices that following Him would 
require.  But on the day that the Lord called His first disciples, He did not 
require perfect understanding.  He asked only that they leave behind the life 
that they had known and take the first steps in following Him. 

That was not a small thing, of course.  Imagine how hard it would be if Christ 
made very clear to you that He wanted you to give up the only occupation 
you had ever known, leave your family behind, and literally follow Him as He 
went around teaching, preaching, and healing the sick.  On that particular 
day, despite the enormity of this calling and their less than full 
understanding of it, these men did as they were told and became “fishers of 
men” for the Kingdom of God.   They were clearly chosen to be Christ’s 
disciples, but they certainly did not have it easy in any way for the rest of 
their lives. 

It is a blessing and a challenge to have a strong and clear sense of what God 
wants you to do in life.  How many holy people—from the very first 
Christians until this very day—die as martyrs or suffer abuse and 
persecution for their faithfulness to Christ?  To take even small steps toward 
a holy life requires struggle, persistence, and a willingness to endure tension 
within our own souls and usually with other people.  To lead a righteous life 
requires loving God with every ounce of our being and our neighbors as 
ourselves.  Try to do that seriously and you will find yourself fighting many 
battles, especially in your own soul. 

That was certainly true our Lord’s disciples, who failed with some frequency 
to obey or even understand what Christ expected of them.  They largely 
abandoned Him at His arrest and crucifixion, and it was not until He 
appeared to them after His resurrection and gave them a measure of the 
Holy Spirit that their eyes were truly opened.  It was not until the descent of 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost that they boldly and effectively became “fishers 
of men” whose preaching and miracle-working ministry brought multitudes 
into the life of Christ.    As a consequence of their apostolic ministry, they 
took up their crosses in suffering persecution, hardships of all kinds, and 
even death as martyrs.  The Lord did not call them to an easy life of special 
privilege, but to an extremely demanding one of sacrifice for the sake of the 
Kingdom. 

At the end of the day, He does the same with us all.  Of course, the details 
will be different.  We are not fishermen in first-century Palestine or the very 

pillars of the Church in the sense that they were.  St. Paul surely did not 
have us in mind when he wrote to the Romans about Jews and Gentiles. It is 
possible to get so caught up in the particular callings and circumstances of 
others such that we miss the larger point. To be perfectly clear, the larger 
point is that we are all fully responsible for hearing and responding to God’s 
calling in our lives, no matter how imperfectly we understand it or how 
difficult it is to obey. 

In many ways, we have much less of an excuse than Christ’s first disciples, 
for we have the benefit of their example and of so many generations of 
faithful people who have gone before us in following Jesus Christ. As 
Orthodox Christians, we have received the fullness of God’s revelation in the 
ongoing life of the Church by the power of the Holy Spirit.  But instead of 
patting ourselves on the back and simply taking pride in these great 
blessings, we must humbly accept the great responsibility that they give 
us.     Like the Jews of old, we must remember that it is no great thing to be 
a recipient of God’s requirements if we do not actually do what He 
requires.  Like the Gentiles mentioned by St. Paul, we must remember that 
it is no accomplishment to have a conscience that leads us in the right 
direction if we do not actually follow it.  And our participation in the Church 
will be of no benefit to us if we ourselves do not become living witnesses of 
our Savior’s victory over sin and death in our daily lives. 

In this season of the Apostles Fast, we want to become more like those 
blessed men who left everything behind in response to the Savior’s call, 
even though they often fell short.  Their understanding was imperfect and 
the same was true of their actions on many occasions.  But the Lord did not 
abandon or reject them, even when they abandoned Him.  He is merciful 
and calls us all to accept His mercy when we realize that we have not been 
doers of His will and have disregarded His calling. Like the apostles, we do 
not yet have perfect faith and obedience; but just like them, we are 
responsible to respond to the calling we have received as best we can.  To 
do so will never be easy or without sacrifice; we will often stumble along the 
path of discipleship.  But if we continue the journey with humble 
repentance, we will grow each step of the way in hearing Christ’s calling 
more clearly and in gaining the strength to obey Him more fully. 

As hard as it is to believe, Jesus Christ calls each of us with the urgency that 
He called those first disciples and apostles.  We are every bit as responsible 
for obeying Him as they were, indeed even more responsible because we 
have the benefit of their example.  They had to wait three years for Christ’s 
resurrection and the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, while we do not.  Far 
more than the Jews of the Old Testament or the ancient Gentiles, God has 
opened the eyes of our souls to know what He requires of us.  He has given 
us a great calling to share personally in His eternal and holy life.  There is no 
question about that.  The only question is how we will respond to the One 
Who says to each and every one of us: “Follow Me.” 

 “Follow Me” A call for all ! 
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Byzantine Kids Magazine! 

Get a full yearly subscription: 12 monthly issues, delivered to your door, for only $10/issue!   
https://www.byzimom.com/product-page/byzikids-magazine-12-month-subscription 

 
The team at ByziKids Magazine strongly believes in the power of prayer!   

Proceeds from your subscription will be donated to the support of Eastern Christian monastic communities!   
For more information about the monasteries we help, see our mission statement on the ByziKids page of ByziMom.com!  

 

FREE Online Byzikids Magazine for May : 
https://tinyurl.com/mswsxhj9 

https://www.byzimom.com/_files/ugd/2121a6_86d1ef2001a24769885ccc96e690d54f.pdf?utm_campaign=b60689c3-7ff5-4f14-97e4-4a99e1c46742&utm_source=so&utm_medium=mail&cid=53cf5ccb-18ff-4e16-b54d-09638bd05c10
https://tinyurl.com/mswsxhj9
https://tinyurl.com/mswsxhj9
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