
 

 

St. Basil the Great 

Melkite Greek Catholic Church 

St 

 

December 3,  2023 

Address  

15 Skyview Drive 

Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865  

Tel (401) 722-1345  

Parish Website 

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

Facebook   

https://www.facebook.com/

StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek 

CatholicChurchRI/ 

YouTube  

https://bit.ly/3gkI2Uk 

Email 

office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

 

Office hours  

Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm  

 Divine Liturgy  

Winter Schedule Begins This week 

Saturday: 9:00 AM  

Sunday: 11:15 AM 

 

Pastoral Emergencies  

and anointing of the sick   

(401)722-1345  

Holy Mysteries 

 

Reconciliation 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will 
be available before and after the 
Divine Liturgy or by appointment 

 

Baptism 

Please arrange with the pastor 

 

Marriage 

A notice of at least 6 months should 
be given to the pastor, before the 
proposed wedding date to arrange 

for the required interview and 
instructions 

  
 
 نشيد القيامة باللحن الثان
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Troparion of the resurrection (2nd tone) 

When You descended to death, O immortal Life, You 
destroyed Hades by the splendor of Your divinity. And 
when You raised the dead from below the earth, all the 
heavenly powers cried out to you: “O Giver of life, 
Christ our God, glory to You!” 

 

Troparion of St Basil 

Your voice has sounded all over the earth, that 
accepted your preaching. You gave a divine explanation 
of doctrine, and made clear the nature of creatures, 
and set a rule of life for men. Holy Father, and Kingly 
Priest, intercede with Christ God to grant us great 
mercy. 

 

Kondakion of the Preparation of the Nativity of our 
Lord,  (3rd Tone) 

Today the Virgin is on her way to the cave where she 
will give birth to the Eternal Word of God in an 
ineffable manner. Rejoice, therefore, O universe, when 
you hear this news, and glorify with the angels and the 
shepherds Him who shall appear as a new Child, being 
God from all eternity. 
 

 14th Sunday After the Holy Cross  

 الأحد الرابع عشر بعد عيد الصليب

http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gSoG7RG4sA-lGDWDfFIE4hFNeub9DgACqHVjFC25_XLZYIOxnKWCfvSk
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3gkI2Uk%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3A4ZovTontTErgD-KhDBkZAqs9QkFTlT-dWmDF16jJlbbjf1K3HeSg2ag&h=AT0l5abQIbAo_FiI6C90Jrc-zoSOPpjSiOu0Xz8dZmmbbOqnLKYOfBoKDMOrOVpIBM-PJOxEe5s7WvS5OeAhdguFWCFUmiLlnGaUn1xuJHbaD74fN0-3Hd3dRV
mailto:office@stbasilthegreat@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Our church organizations: 

 

MAYA: Organization of 

Melkite Catholics ages 18 – 26 

(and at least 1 year out of high 

school) under patronage of our 

bishop, the Most Reverend 

Nicholas Samra.   

https://melkite.org/maya  

 

MYO: Provides a common 

forum for all the young people 

of St. Basil's Church, and that 

the Organization initiate, 

coordinate, and direct 

religious, social, educational, 

and humanitarian programs 

designed to promote the 

involvement of its membership 

in the Christian Faith and the 

Melkite tradition.  

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html 

 

NAMW: Promotes and 

supports vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life in 

the United States.   

https://melkite.org/namw  

 

 

 

ون بعد العمصرة  رسالة الاحد ال ابع والعشر
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 الاحد الرابع عشر بعد عيد الصليب
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EPISTLE: EPHESIANS 6:10-11 

PROKIMENON (Tone 2)  

My strength and my courage is the Lord,  

and he has been my Savior.  

Stichon: The Lord has chastised me through his teaching, 

yet he has not delivered me to death.  

 

READING from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians: 

6: 10-11  

Brethren, be strengthened in the Lord and in the might 

of his power. Put on God’s armor that you may be able 

to stand against the devil’s wiles. For our fight is not 

against flesh and blood, but against the world-rulers of 

this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness 

on high. Therefore, take up God’s armor that you may be 

able to resist on the evil day and stand perfect in all 

things. Stand, therefore, wearing the belt of truth. And 

the breastplate of holiness and with your feet shod in 

the readiness of the Good News of peace, and in all 

things take up the shield of faith with which you will be 

able to put out all the flaming darts of the most wicked 

one. And take for yourselves the helmet of salvation and 

the sword of the spirit, that is, God’s word.  

 

ALLELUIA (Tone 2)  

The Lord shall hear you on the day of distress; the name 

of the God of Jacob shall defend you.  

Stichon: O Lord, save your king and listen to us on 

whatever day we call upon you. 

 

GOSPEL: Lk. 11:33-43, Fourteenth Sunday After the 
Holy Cross 
At that time when Jesus drew near to Jericho, a 
certain blind man was sitting by the wayside, begging; 
but hearing a crowd passing by, he inquired what this 
might be.  And they told him that Jesus of Nazareth 
was passing by.  And he cried out, saying, “Jesus Son 
of David, have mercy on me!” And they who went in 
front angrily tried to silence him.  But he cried out all 
the louder, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”  Then 
Jesus stopped and commanded that he should be 
brought to him.  And when he drew near, He asked 
him, saying, “What would you have me do for you?” 
And he said “Lord, that I may see.” And Jesus said to 
him, “Receive you sight, your faith has saved you.” 
And at once he received his sight and followed Him, 
glorifying God.  And all the people upon seeing it gave 
praise to God. 

https://melkite.org/maya
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
https://melkite.org/namw


 

Prayer for the dead 

O God of all spirits and of all 
flesh, who have destroyed 
death, overcome the devil, and 
given life to the world: grant, O 
Lord to the souls of your 
servants, who have departed 
from this life, that they may rest 
in a place of light, in a place of 
happiness, in a place of peace, 
where there is no pain, no grief, 
no sighing. And since You are 
gracious God and Lover of 
mankind, forgive them every sin 
they have committed by 
thought, or word, or deed, for 
there is not a man who lives 
and does not sin: You alone are 
without sin, your righteousness 
is everlasting, and your word is 
true.  
For You are the Resurrection 
and the Life, and the Repose of 
your departed servants, O 
Christ our God, and we render 
glory to You, together with your 
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving 
Spirit, now and always and 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2023: FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY 

CROSS.  FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT.  PROPHET ZEPHANIAH.  

                                                                                                                                          

 0099 a.m. DIVINE LITURGY:  
 
    +ANTHONY J. KUFFREY (6th Anniv.) by Caroline St. Germain & Family. 
    +ROSE POOLE (23th Anniv.) by Susan & David Yany & Family. 
    +JOHN POOLE (43th Anniv.) by Susan & David Yany & Family. 
    +GEORGE J. NASSANEY (34th Anniv.) by the Lazieh, Ghazal & Nassaney Families. 
    +VICTORIA (THOMAS) LAZIEH (30th Anniv.) by her children & grandchildren. 
    +The THOMAS, HOYEK, SADIE ABRAHAM, MENDONCA, BARBOUR, YAZBEK, IRANI, LAZIEH &      
NASSANEY FAMILIES by the Lazieh & Ghazal Families.                                                      
 
 11011a.m. DIVINE LITURGY:  

 

     +RAYMOND A. SAGGAL (11th Anniv.) of Australia by Joe & Yolanda Saggal. 

     +YOUSEF AGHIA (4th Anniv.) by his wife Rouaida & Children. 

+     JOSEPHINE SABBAGH by Wayne & Judy Rawan & Family 

     +YOUSEF GEORGI DEEB by M/M Bishara Tahhan.                                                                                                       
     +RALPH R. ROWEY by Thomas & Fran Nichols. 
     +JULIA, FRED & ELIAS j. KISHFY by M/M Norman E. Kishfy. 
       + MAGEE MARTINEZ by George J. Mardo. 

Divine L i tur gy Intent ions  



 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Ask and you shall 

receive, seek and you 

shall find, knock and it 

shall be opened," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos, Your Most 

Holy Mother, I knock, I 

seek, I ask that my prayer 

be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"All that you ask of the 

Father in My Name, He 

will grant you," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos Your Most Holy 

Mother, I humbly and 

urgently ask your Father 

in your name that my 

prayer will be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Heaven and earth shall 

pass away but My word 

shall not pass away," 

through the intercession 

of the Theotokos Your 

Most Holy Mother, I feel 

confident that my prayer 

will be granted.  

SACRIFICIAL GIVING: NOVEMBER 26, 2023: Budgets: $1,032.00 (Envelopes: $972.00, Loose: $60.00); Candles: 

$93.00; Stole Offerings: $150.00; Building Fund: $40.00; Melkite Diocesan Support: $282.00; All Souls Gift: 

$260.00.                   

                

Father Ephrem has now been here three years and is fully available for parish services. Just email him at 
office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com and leave him your message. PLEASE! NO GRATUITIES! A cup of coffee or tea 
is just fine. He looks forward to in-person contact. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Anyone who is planning an ENGAGEMENT/BAPTISM/MARRIAGE RECEPTION PLANS is kindly 

requested to notify a member of the clergy BEFORE reception/party plans are made.  The Clergy may be already 

scheduled for something else on the day that you have rented a hall/restaurant.  Following this policy will help 

avoid any later misunderstandings/hurt feelings.  

 

FLOWERS:  Many parishioners have followed the long tradition of donating poinsettias to the Church for the 

Christmas Season. If you would like to participate in this tradition, please sign your name on the bulletin board 

located outside the kitchen and give $10.00 donation to Barbara O’Rourke or call 401-636-1802. Since we have 

a larger sanctuary area to cover, we would appreciate your generosity in this regard to enhance the church at 

this most blessed season. 

 

VOCATION VIEW: God needs messengers to continually to call people to the great work of salvation, for the 

invited so often are distracted by other concerns. Often as Paul, observes, those called are not open            to 

those of “other” groups who are also called to form the Body of Christ in the parish. Priests are urgently needed 

for this saving ministry. Pray that God calls many, and that many respond. 

 

Please make this Christmas first and foremost a Spiritual Feast.  Make your peace with God in the MYSTERY OF 

CONFESSION.  Receive Him in Holy Communion. Begin the New Year reconciled to God and determine to wor-

ship Him regularly.  May Christmas bring a rebirth of grace to you individually, to your family and to our whole 

Parish Community. Together may we “grow to the full maturity of Christ”.  (Ephesians 4:15) during the year. 

 

A CHANGING WORLD:  To evangelize, we need to understand the culture which people live. Times are changing 

and so is the way people think and view things. What used to be called profiteering is now called inflation. What 

used to be called Christian discipline is now called unhealthy repression. What used to be called living in sin is 

now called a meaningful relationship. What used to be called perversion is now called an alternative lifestyle. 

We neglect the needy and call it self-preservation.  This is only a taste of what is to come. We are living in a time 

where there is a major shift in values. The Western world is slowly becoming de-Christianized. We need not 

only the power of the Holy Spirit, but to have our minds formed with solid Christian teaching and moral behav-

ior. 

 

TODAY, there will be a special collection taken up for the Religious Education Program. Please be generous in 

your support to help defray the cost of books, paper stock, visual aids and all that is involved to perfect our pro-

gram and meet present day standards in this field of education. 

 

REFLECTION:  To “let go” is not to judge, but to allow another to be a human being.” 

mailto:office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com


 Following Jesus 
Kids bulletin 



( حادثة الرجل الأعمى منذ ولادته، والذي أعاد إليييه يعيول الي يذير.  يذ  11-1، 9يروي الإنجيل )را. يو 
(، النور الذي ينيير ليايمياتينيا. 5المعجزة  ي علامة تؤكد ما قاله يعول عن نفعه: "أنا نور العالم" )الآية 

يعمل يعول عاى معتويين: عاى معتوى الجعد والروح. إنه يمنح الأعمى أولاا أن يرى بعيني الجعيد، 
(، أي بيعول. والآيات التي يذنعها ليعت معجزات لإذ يا  55ثم يقود  إلى الإيمان "بابن الإنعان" )الآية 

 الناس، بل تهدف إلى توصياهم إلى الإيمان من خلا  معيرة تحوُّ  وتوبة في داخل النفس.

 

أصَرَّ الفريعيون وعاماء الشريعة عاى رفض الاعتراف بالمعجزة، وطرحوا أسئاة ماكرة عاى اليرجيل اليذي 
بذر" )آية 

ُ
ا: كنت أعمى والآن أنا أ (. بييين عيد  55شُفِي. واجههم الأعمى بقوةّ الواقع: "أعرف أمراا واحدا

الثقة والعداء في قاوب الذين يحيطون به ويعألونه و م غير مؤمنين، بدأ الرجل الأعمى معيرة حيميايتيه 
ا إلى اكتشاف  وية الشخص الذي فتح عينيه، وإلى الاعتراف والإيمان به. في ال داية اعت ر  ني ييّ  تدريجا

(؛ وأخيراا قَ اِه عاى أنه المعيح وسجيد ليه )را. 55(، ثم اعترف به أنه رجل من عند الله )را. آية 11)الآية 
 (.5(. وفهم أن يعول، إذ منحه ال ذر، "ألهر فيه أعما  الله" )را. الآية 53 -53الآيات 

 

ا بهذ  الخ رة! بنور الإيمان، اكتشف الأعمى  ويته الجديدة. إنه الآن "خايقة جيدييدة"،  ليتنا نقو  نحن أيضا
قادر عاى رؤية حياته والعالم من حوله في ضوء جديد، لأنه دخل في شركة مع المعيح. لم يعد متعيولاا 
ا لاعمى وللأفكار المع قة. معيرة النور التي بيدأ يا  يي صيورة  ا من ق ل المجتمع؛ لم يعد ع دا مهمشا
ا يغيطيي وجيهينيا  ومجاز لمعيرة التحرر من الخطيئة التي نحن مدعوون إليها. تش ه الخطيئة حجاباا مُعْتمِا
ويمنعنا من رؤية أنفعنا والعالم بوضوح. المغفرة التي يمنحنا إيا  الله تزيل ستار الظل والظلا  وتيمينيحينيا 
ا. ليكن الذو  الذي نعيشه الزمن المناسب والثمين للاقتراب من الربّ يعول، طال ين رحيميتيه،  نوراا جديدا

 من خلا  طرق مختافة تقترحها عاينا الكنيعة الأ .

 

الرجل الأعمى الذي شُفِي، والذي يرى الآن بعيني الجعد والروح،  و صورة لكل شخص معمد، غيميرتيه 
النعمة، ف ددت الظامات فيه، ووضعته في نور الإيمان. لكن لا يكفي ق و  النور. يجب أن نذييير نيوراا. كيل 
واحد منا مدعو لق و  النور الإلهي ولإلهار  في حياتنا كاها. قا  المعيحيون الأوائل، ولا وتييون اليقيرون 
الأولى، أن جماعة المعيحيين، أي الكنيعة،  ي "سر القمر"، لأنها تعطي النور، الذي ليس نور يا، بيل 
ا يجب أن نكون "سر القمر": لإعطاء النيور اليذي نيقي يايه مين  النور الذي تعتق اه من المعيح. نحن أيضا
الشمس، أي المعيح، الرب. يذكرنا بذلك القديس بولس اليو  بقوله: "سيروا سيرة أبناء النور. فينن ثيمير 

(. إن بذار الحياة الجديدة التي وُضعت فينا في المعميوديية 9 -3، 5النور يكون في كل صلاح وبر وحق" )أف 
، وتحرق الشر الذي في قاوبنا، ثم تعمح لنا بيأن نشيع ونضييء   ي مثل شرارة النار، التي تطُهرنا أولاا

 لغيرنا.

 

لتعاعدنا مريم العذراء الكايةّ القداسة لنقتدي بالرجل الأعمى الذي ذكر  الإنجيل، حيتيى ييغيميرنيا نيور 
 المعيح ونعير معه عاى طريق الخلاص.
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  طريق الخلاص 



If we are sincere 

about asking God 

to “open our 

eyes,” to see as 

God sees, then 

we must also be 

willing to change 

the way we live 

our lives so that 

our lives reflect 

God’s point to 

view, and not 

ours. 

Here’s an 

example of how life changes once you’re given a new perspective. How 

many of you wear glasses or contact lenses? Then you might know what I 

am talking about. When I was in the 6th grade, I got my first pair of glasses. 

When I stepped out of the doctor’s office into the parking lot, the first thing 

I saw was this tree. Now, I had never in my life seen a tree like that. Before I 

got the glasses, I thought trees were just blobs of green and brown and red 

and orange. Theoretically, I knew what a tree looked like. I could see leaves 

and bark and such. But after I saw them through my new glasses, I realized 

that a tree was more than just leaves and bark. The leaves had lines, and 

edges, and curves. There were birds in the trees that I could see. There were 

cracks and grooves in the bark that I had missed before. 

Finally being able to see the detail, the intricacies of nature, and its true 

beauty is like how God sees each of us. In the first reading, God told Samuel 

that God doesn’t see as humans see. We can only see part of the picture, 

what’s on the outside of a person. But God sees deeper, into the heart of 

that person. God sees the fullness of that person’s potential. God sees that 

person’s intricate and detailed beauty. 

How differently we would act if each time we encountered our co-workers 

or neighbors or people on the street, we saw Christ. How differently we 

would treat our parents, our children, our spouse, and our classmates, our 

friends, our enemies. How differently we would treat the people who sit 

around us in church, the people we see here every week but to whom we 

never talk, the people who don’t speak our language, the people who don’t 

look, act, or think the way we do. How differently we would treat the 

beggar, the homeless, the people we label as failure, as sinner, the people 

we label as conservative, liberal, gay, straight, too old, too young, too dark, 

too light, too smart, too dumb, too much of something that doesn’t fit our 

point of view. Imagine if each time we encounter each other, each time we 

speak with one another, we “see” Christ, we “hear” Jesus. How different our 

world would be. 

Our Lord chooses to heal through the medium of mud. Ordinary mud, 

the stuff that we scrape off of our shoes, the stuff that we try to step 

over. Jesus took common dirt, mixed it with His own saliva and 

smeared it upon the blind man’s eyes. It all sounds very mysterious, 

and so it must have appeared to bystanders.  

Then the impossible happens, and people don ’t know what to think. 

Those who were Jesus’ enemies were prepared to condemn Him, the 

healed man, everything about the healing. It wasn ’t the right time, 

right place, or right person. Our Lord’s friends were prepared to give 

thanks to God and to rejoice. We do not need to ask ourselves about 

which camp we are 

in. We are His 

friends, and need to 

become more so. 

And the way to that 

deeper friendship is 

to consider how 

God acts in our 

lives, as He did in 

the life of the blind 

man. 

 

This mud, this 

healing, tells us a 

lot about how God acts through the most ordinary and common 

things of life—even through things that we try our best to stay away 

from. Those are oftentimes God’s chosen instruments. This includes 

people, unpleasant situations, and so many other things over which 

we have no control. For us, too, it is not always the “right” time, 

place, or even the “right” person who might mediate God’s grace to 

us. 

 

We have to remember that our lives are all about friendship with a 

God who became an ordinary man and lived most of his life in a most 

ordinary village, applying himself to the most humble occupations. He 

worked long hours and was paid for His labor. If we are always on the 

lookout for the extraordinary in religion we will only find what our 

imagination produces. 

 

Sometimes people drive themselves crazy imagining all sorts of 

extraordinary things about themselves and others which simply have 

no basis in reality. Strong mental images and strong feelings do not 

change reality, and they do not prepare us to receive God ’s 

intervention in our lives in the thousand and one humble ways that He 

chooses to make use of. This is why the advice of true mystics. The 

arena of Christian struggle and perfection, the venue of our spiritual 

growth, is the same earth upon which our Savior worked, prayed, 

preached, and suffered. As He enlightens us to see this, then 

our outlook becomes truly Christian, and we begin to  look out for the 

divine in daily life.  This blind man who found healing at the hands of 

Christ was not looking for it; that would have been most extraordinary 

and unusual. He was simply begging because he was, simply, blind. He 

was doing his best under the circumstances. And the Lord knew that 

and everything else about him and so chose him to receive this 

miracle that would lead to his confession of faith: “I do believe, Lord.” 

 

And in the midst of the bustling Temple area, where people were 

going about their ordinary business, he fell down and worshipped his 

God. Jesus also wills to fill our eyes with this light, so that they open 

to this startling discovery of faith: In the Lord ’s hands, the ordinary 

“clay” of daily life becomes a reason to believe.  

 

 The miracle of sight 
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The Holy Sacrament of Reconciliation is available be-

fore and after the Divine Liturgy or by appointment. 
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