
 

 

St. Basil the Great 

Melkite Greek Catholic Church 

St 

 

August 20, 2023 

Address  

15 Skyview Drive 

Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865  

Tel (401) 722-1345  

Parish Website 

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

Facebook   

https://www.facebook.com/

StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreek 

CatholicChurchRI/ 

YouTube  

https://bit.ly/3gkI2Uk 

Email 

office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

 

Office hours  

Tue-Fri 9:00 am to 4:00 pm  

 Divine Liturgy 

Saturday: 5:00 PM  

Sunday: 10:00 AM 

 

Pastoral Emergencies  

and anointing of the sick   

(401)722-1345  

Holy Mysteries 

 

Reconciliation 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will 
be available before the Divine 

Liturgy or by appointment 

 

Baptism 

Please arrange with the pastor 

 

Marriage 

A notice of at least 6 months should 
be given to the pastor, before the 
proposed wedding date to arrange 

for the required interview and 
instructions 

 نشيد القيامة باللحن الثالث

لتفرح السماويااو و يتاجاتاراي ا. لأا او ب    الا   

 بولماو و يصاو  
َ
ء المو   بسوعدهو ييطي

ً
صنع عزا

 
َ
بكَ  ا.موا و يأنقانناو ماو  اوج الا اما ا و يمانا 

 العول  عظ َ  ال حمةب 

 

 نشيد رقاد العذراء باللحن الاول 

ي  قادا  ماو تا  اتِ 
ةو يف  ي ي.دِتِكِ حَفظتِ البتول َّ

ف 

 ا.لهب فونكِ انتقلتِ الى الاما اوةِ باماو 
َ
العول و يو يالدة

اانااقاانِ اوَ مااو الاامااوِ  
ل
اكِ اُّ  الااماا اوةب يكِاافااوعااتاكِ ت

َّ
ن
َ
أ

 نفوسَنوب 

 

 طروبارية القديس باسيليوس
  
 
اات
َ
اِ ال
َ
ي ضا  ا  اب فاوناراو قاد ق

 ف 
َ
اك
ل
 ماناَاق

َ
لاقاد عا 

و 
ً
اااو   لااارااا  

ً
 ئااا اااوناااو

َ
ااانااات الاااعاااقاااو اااد ضااكماااكو الااانن باااه ئااابَّ

 
َ
 أ ااك 

َ
ااماات
 
 الااَااو اانااو و ينااظ

َ
 ةااباا ااعااة

َ
يأيلأااماات

و   عي الاكاراناو  الامالااو ي
اب فا او أ ااراو ار ل الا او   الاشا. 

ي  كص نفوسنوب 
  ئتر   لى المسيِ  الإله ف 

 
ي 
 قنداق الختام لرقاد العذراء باللحن الثان 

فل عو الِافاوعاةو يالا  اوءَ 
ُ
ك
َ
ي . ت
 ا.لهِ الت 

َ
ا  يالدة

ب 
.
اراو قاتٌ. ي. ماو 

 
اِ اَ
 
ا ادا و لا  يَط

َ
ي الان
 ف 
َ
الوة د

ي 
رو الى الم وةِ مو سكوَ ف 

َ
نرو اُّ  الم وةو نقل

َ
ب  بمو أ

ةب  عرو الدا ِ  البتول َّ
َ
 مستود

 
 
 

Troparion of the resurrection (3rd tone) 
Let all in heaven rejoice and all on earth be glad, for the Lord 
has exerted power with His arm: By death He has trampled 
upon Death and has become the firstborn from the dead. He 
has delivered us from the bosom of Hades and has granted to 
the world great mercy. 
 
Troparion of the Dormition 
In giving birth you have preserved your virginity and in 
falling asleep you did not forsake the world, O Mother of 
God.  You have passed to life being the Mother of Life.  
Through your intercession, save our souls from death 
 
Troparion of St Basil 

Your voice has sounded all over the earth, that accepted your 

preaching. You gave a divine explanation of doctrine, and made 

clear the nature of creatures, and set a rule of life for men. Holy 

Father, and Kingly Priest, intercede with Christ God to grant us 

great mercy. 

 

Kondakion of the Dormition, (Tone 2) 
Neither death nor the tomb could hold the Mother of God, our 
watchful Protectress and our unfailing hope. Since she is the 
Mother of Life. Christ who dwelt in her ever-virginal womb 
lifted her up to the eternal life  
 

 12th Sunday after Pentecost 

ي عشر بعد العنصرة
 
 الاحد الثان

http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gSoG7RG4sA-lGDWDfFIE4hFNeub9DgACqHVjFC25_XLZYIOxnKWCfvSk
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz893q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3gkI2Uk%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3A4ZovTontTErgD-KhDBkZAqs9QkFTlT-dWmDF16jJlbbjf1K3HeSg2ag&h=AT0l5abQIbAo_FiI6C90Jrc-zoSOPpjSiOu0Xz8dZmmbbOqnLKYOfBoKDMOrOVpIBM-PJOxEe5s7WvS5OeAhdguFWCFUmiLlnGaUn1xuJHbaD74fN0-3Hd3dRV
mailto:office@stbasilthegreat@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Our church organizations: 

 

MAYA: Organization of 

Melkite Catholics ages 18 – 26 

(and at least 1 year out of high 

school) under patronage of our 

bishop, the Most Reverend 

Nicholas Samra.   

https://melkite.org/maya  

 

MYO: Provides a common 

forum for all the young people 

of St. Basil's Church, and that 

the Organization initiate, 

coordinate, and direct 

religious, social, educational, 

and humanitarian programs 

designed to promote the 

involvement of its membership 

in the Christian Faith and the 

Melkite tradition.  

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.co

m/myo.html 

 

NAMW: Promotes and 

supports vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life in 

the United States.   

https://melkite.org/namw  

 

 

 

 
ي عشر بعد العنصرة

 الاحد الثان 
 مقدمة الرسالة

موا
 
مِوا لملكنو  ن

 
مواو  ن

 
نموا لإلرنو  ن    

الاوا تِ ب اوِ  
 
قاوا باو يادنو لال

 
يو  ميعَ ا.مٍ  صف

 ا.ئتروج
 

 )11-1: 11كورنثس   1الرسالة )
ااتااا ااا  باااهو  ا

َّ لااا ل ا.نااا ااا اااَ  الااانن ب.  ااا ل
 
ع 
ُ
ياااو ا اااوةو أ

 
 
  ِ 
ً
 به ايطاو

َ
 و 
ُ
يق لتموه يأنت  ثوئتو  ف هو يتخل

 تاكاوناوا قااد 
 
 
َ
 أ
َّ
اَا  باهو ِ  

ل
ات ا
َّ حاوفاظاتا  عالا اه ضاماو ب. 

اه 
ل
 مو قاد سسالامات

ً
 ال    اي 

ل
مت
 
ي سل
ب  ن 
ً
  بوةلا

ل
آمنت

 ماو أ اِ   اَاوياوناوو عا  
َ
 ماو 

َ
 المسي 

َّ
 
َ
: أ
ً
انو ايطو

ي الاياوُِّ الا اولاِ  
ناه قاوُّ ف 

َ
اتٌو يأ

ل
 ق
ل
اه
 
ن
َ
ي الكتا،و يأ

مو ف 
ي 
ااه تاا اءَن لااكاا اافااو ثاا  لااكثاات 

َّ
ن
َ
ي الااكااتاا،و يأ

عاا  مااو ف 
و 
ً
 مااو  ااماااِ ماا ااةِ ا   مااعااو

َ اب ثاا  تاا اءن  نااتس ا ع. 
ارا   قاديابثا  تاا اءن 

ل
لا  باوٍ  حات  ار و يهاعاط اناتس

 تا اءن لىي 
ل عقوَ و ث   ل ميعِ الا سا ب يآ اَ  الاَا ء

ي انااو اصا اا ل الا ساا و باا  
اقا ب  ن   ضالنااه لالااسء

ً
اناو ايطااو

  
ل
ي قد الأَراد 

و لكون 
ً
ي  سو 

سمَّّ
ُ
    أ
ً
 اللا

ل
لست

 عا  ماو اناو 
ل
ي ئاناعاماةِ اِلله لى 

 اللهب غات  ان 
َ
 نيسة

 
ل
َّ لا  تاكاو باوةالاةو با  تاعِا ات ي

ي ف 
اه الات 
ل
عل هو ينعامات

ي 
 اِلله الات 

ل
ناو با  ناعاماه

َ
انتس مو  م اعِارا و يلاكاو . أ

و لاكانا ناكا  ل يلاكانا 
َ
 انو أُّ ايل ك

ل
ب فسوء.  نت معي

 آمنت ب 
 لللواو

 فااك أ ازن الى ا.بادو باعادلِااك 
ل
 ياو    تاوضالات

َ
عالا اك

ي 
ي يانتِلت 

 نِ ت 
و يهيت مل ل لخكصي 

ً
 مموم و

ً
  و لىي  لرو

 
ي عشر بعد العنصرة

 الاحد الثان 
 )21 – 11: 11الانجيل )متى 

 يقاو : 
ل
 شو ٌّ يَ  و لاه

َ
ي علك الزمو و دنو الى يسو 

ف 
 
َ
اكحِ لاتاكاو  عم ل موَ ال َّ

َ
 ل ال ول و موعا أ

 
رو المعل   

َ
أ

و 
ً
ي صاولاماو

ون  دعل
َ
: لموعا ت

ل
 ا.بدية؟ فقو  له

ل
َ الم وة لىي

 ا  
ل
ارااد
ل
 ت
َ
و اللهب  يلكو ا   نت

ل
 ل
.
 ياحد

َّ
 ا 
.
مو صول 

؟  : ماو  ي
ل
الِ الاوَصاوياوب قاوَ  لاه

َ
َ  الم اوةو فالحاف

ل
د 
َ
ت

ِاارَااد 
َ
.ا و . س

َ
ازِ و . س

َ
ا و . ت

ل
اقاات
َ
قاوَ  يساو : . ت

حاِ ا،  قارااَ اك  انافاسِاكب 
َ
كو أ مَّ

ُ
 يأ
َ
بو 
َ
ن ُّ  أ
َ
ي و أ بولز 

 صِا اونو 
ل
انان راو مل

ل
رو قد حَفِظت

ُّ
 الِو : لنه ضل

ل
قو  له

 
ل
ارااد
ل
 ت
َ
انات
ُ
 يساو : ا   

ل
ي بَعاد؟ قاو  لاه

ت   ل
ل
فموعا  نق

ااهِ  َِ  يأعاا
َ
لاا،  يهااااع  مااو لااوَ لااك

َ
و فاالع
ً
 ضااوماالا

َ
  تااكااو 

َ
أ

ي الساامااوءو يتااعااوَ  
 لااك  اات  . ف 

َ
و فاا ااكااو    َ لاالاامااسااوناا

ااا  ااو سااامِااعَ الِااو   لااانا الاااَااكُّو م   ب فاالااامَّ ي
اات  اتااَ اااع 

 
ل
ب  فاااقاااوَ  يساااو   ضاااو  عا ماااوٍ   ااا ااات 

ل
و فاااِ ناااه

ً
حااااااااناااو

  
َ
ي  أ
ات 
َ
ا عا  غ ل  يَاعا.ل

ل
ه
َّ
 : ان
ُ
قو ل لَ

َ
 أ
َّ
لتكم نِه: المق

قااو ل لااَاا : اناااه 
َ
اامااويا ب بَاا  أ  السَّ

َ
اااكااو 

َ
ااَ  ماال

ل
يااد 

اَ  
ل
  ياد 

َ
قِ، ائ ةٍ مو أ

َ
ي ث
َ  َ مَ . ف 

ل
  يَد 

َ
سرَ ل أ

َ
 

ا 
 
اوا  اد

ل
ارِات هل ئل

ل
او سامِاعَ تاكما ان  اللهب  فالامَّ

َ
ي  ملكو 

غت 
  ليرا  

َ
 
َّ
ص؟ فمد

ُ
  يَخل

َ
 أ
 
 
َ
يقولوا: مو يَستَيعل اع

 الاناو و 
َ
 مساتاَاو   عاناد

ل  يقوَ  لر : علاك غات 
ل
يسو 

َو ب 
َ
ست ءٍ مل ي

 اِلله ف    ش 
َ
و عند مَّ

َ
 يأ
 

 النشيد لوالدة الاله 
 ا.لااه يحاادِ ب 

َ
ااكِو يااو يالاادة

ل
ااَ اا اا ء
ل
 ااماايااعل ا. اا ااوِ  ت

الِاَ ات 
ل
 الاَابا اعاةِ قاد غ

َ
اةو ا  حاديد ا ترو البتو ل النق َّ

 قااد 
َ
و يالاامااو 

ً
فاا ااكب .  الااو.دة حاافااظااتااكِ ئااتااو 

 الااو.دةِ 
َ
 لاالااماا ااوةب يااو مَااو  ي بااعااد

ً
صااوَ  لااكِ عاارهااونااو

اا   ا.لااه  االاا ي
َُّّ
ُ
ااهب فاا ااو أ  الاامااوِ  حاا َّ

َ
ئااتااو و يهااعااد
ب 
ً
كِ دا مو

َ
اث  مت 

Epistle 1 Cor. 11:1-11 
PROKIMENON (Tone 3)  
Sing praise to our God, sing praise!  
Sing praise to our King, sing praise!  
Stichon: All you peoples, clap your hands!  
Shout to God with cries of gladness!  
 
READING from the first epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians 
BRETHREN, I remind you of the Good News I preached to you, 
and which you received, and in which you stand, through which 
also you are being saved, if you hold fast to it as I preached it to 
you — otherwise you would have believed in vain. For I delivered 
to you first of all what I had also received: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that 
He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, and that 
He appeared to Kephas, and after that, to the Twelve. Then He 
was seen by more than five hundred brethren at one time, many 
of whom are still with us, while some have fallen asleep. After 
that, He was seen by James, then by all the apostles, and last of 
all, as by one born out of due time, He was seen also by me. For I 
am the least of the apostles, and am not worthy to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted God’s Church. But by God’s grace, I 
am what I am, and His grace in me has not been fruitless — in 
fact, I have labored more than any of them, yet not I, but God’s 
grace with me. Whether it be I or they (who speak), this is what 
we preach, and this you have believed.  
ALLELUIA (Tone 3)  
In You, O Lord, I have hoped: let me never be put to shame.  
In Your justice, save me and deliver me. 
Stichon: Be for me a protecting God, a sheltering house to save 
me. 
 
Gospel Matthew 11:11-21  
12th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
At that time a certain young man came to Jesus and said, “Good 
Master, what good work shall I do to have eternal life?” He said 
to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but God. But 
if you will enter into life, keep the commandments.” He said to 
Him, “Which?” And Jesus answered, - ‘Thou shalt not kill, thou 
shalt not commit adultery, thou shalt not steal, thou shalt not 
bear false witness, honor thy father and mother, and, thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself.” The young man said to Him, “All 
these I have kept; what is still lacking in me?” Jesus said to him, 
“If you will be perfect, go, sell what you have, and give to the 
poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow 
Me.” But when the young man heard these words, he went away 
sad, for he had great possessions. But Jesus said to His disciples, 
“Amen I say to you, with difficulty will a rich man enter the 
kingdom of heaven. And further I say to you it is easier for a 
camel to pass through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of heaven.” The disciples, hearing this, were 
exceedingly astonished, and said, “Who then can be saved?” And 
looking upon them, Jesus 
 
Hymn to the Theotokos of the Dormition, (Tone 1) 
All human generations bless you, O Mother of God.  The laws of 
nature were bypassed in you, for your birth-giving left you a 
virgin and your death became the herald of your life.  O you who 
remained virginal after having given birth, and alive after having 
died, O Mother of God, deign always to save your inheritance! 

https://melkite.org/maya
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/myo.html
https://melkite.org/namw


 

Prayer for the dead 

O God of all spirits and of all 
flesh, who have destroyed 
death, overcome the devil, and 
given life to the world: grant, O 
Lord to the souls of your 
servants, who have departed 
from this life, that they may rest 
in a place of light, in a place of 
happiness, in a place of peace, 
where there is no pain, no grief, 
no sighing. And since You are 
gracious God and Lover of 
mankind, forgive them every sin 
they have committed by 
thought, or word, or deed, for 
there is not a man who lives 
and does not sin: You alone are 
without sin, your righteousness 
is everlasting, and your word is 
true.  
For You are the Resurrection 
and the Life, and the Repose of 
your departed servants, O 
Christ our God, and we render 
glory to You, together with your 
Eternal Father and your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving 
Spirit, now and always and 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

THIS WEEKEND, SATURDAY, AUGUST 11  & SUNDAY, AUGUST 20, 2023:  TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PEN-
TECOST. SIXTH DAY OF CELEBRATION OF THE DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS. 
 
 1:00  p.m. DIVINE LITURGY: 
 
+    DONNA MAURICE (1th Anniversary) by her husband Glenn & Daughter Alicia. 
+    STEVEN KANAKRY (Birthday Remem.) by his parents and family. 
+    BARBARA CIMINI (Birthday Remem.) by the Family.. 
+    MARY  (SOUS) SACKAL by her sister Yvonne (Sous) Cantisano. 
+    AMAL ABYAD by the community of St. Basil’s Church 
 
10:00 a.m. DIVINE LITURGY: 
 
+   YOUSEF GEORGI DEEB (40 Day) by his wife Kathrin Bahbah Deeb & Children. 
+   MICHAEL TAHHAN (CA) by Aboud & Mira Saggal. 
+   JOHN R. ROWEY by Faiz & Susan Albatal. 
+   MARIE MARDO by Al & Lina Kishfy & Family. 
+   AMAL ABYAD by the community of St. Basil’s Church 

Divine L i tur gy Intent ions  



 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Ask and you shall 

receive, seek and you 

shall find, knock and it 

shall be opened," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos, Your Most 

Holy Mother, I knock, I 

seek, I ask that my prayer 

be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"All that you ask of the 

Father in My Name, He 

will grant you," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos Your Most Holy 

Mother, I humbly and 

urgently ask your Father 

in your name that my 

prayer will be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Heaven and earth shall 

pass away but My word 

shall not pass away," 

through the intercession 

of the Theotokos Your 

Most Holy Mother, I feel 

confident that my prayer 

will be granted.  

SACRIFICIAL GIVING;  August 12 & 13, 2023:  Budgets: $2,309.00 (Emvelopes: $2,268.00, Loose: $41.00);  Candles: 
$88.00;  Stole Offerings: $125.00;  Building Fund: $50.00. 
 
GENERAL HOME VISITATIONS, SICK CALLS, HOSPITAL VISITS:  Father Ephrem has now been here three years and is 
fully available for parish services. Just email him at office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com and leave him your message. 
PLEASE! NO GRATUITIES!   A cup of coffee or tea is just fine. He looks forward to in-person contact. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Anyone who is planning an ENGAGEMENT/BAPTISM/MARRIAGE RECEPTION PLANS is kindly request-
ed to notify a member of the clergy BEFORE reception/party plans are made.  The Clergy may be already scheduled 
for something else on the day that you have rented a hall/restaurant.  Following this policy will help avoid any later 
misunderstandings/hurt feeling 
 
SUMMER IS SLOWLY COMING TO A CLOSE:  Some people have been away on vacation, at summer homes, on busi-
ness trips, or visiting. A noticeable drop in the Sunday attendance and weekly donations has occurred with all of our 
parishioners not coming to Church on a regular basis during this time. As a result, your Parish has really suffered heav-
ily for these summer months as it attempts, with the assistance of those who are faithful, to maintain the buildings, 
offices and life work of the community. Please do not neglect your responsibilities of the expenses of your spiritual 
home that occur during the times that you are fortunately able to be away. Your support may be conveniently mailed 
in for each Sunday that you were and are away. Thank you for your anticipated, hopeful and loving concern! 
 
 First Formal Visitation  of Bishop Francois to RI which concurs with the 25th Anniversary of our monumental complex 
on the weekend of Saturday & Sunday, September 16 &17, 2023. Grand Banquet, Saturday, September 16 in the Cul-
tural Center @ 6:00 p.m.;  Solemn Pontifical Divine Liturgy, Sunday, 10 a.m.  Flyers with full details have been mailed  
to your household last week. Please read carefully and we look forward for each family and individuals to respond 
positively 100% to this momentous occasion. Your generation and those that  preceded you put their heart and soul 
into this project. This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
“To get something you never had, you have to do something you never did.” 
 
When God takes something from your grasp, He’s not  punishing you, but merely opening your hands to receive 
something better. Concentrate on this sentence, “ The will of God  will never take you where the Grace of God will not 
protect you,” Something good will happen to you today, something that you have been waiting to hear. ‘God our Fa-
ther, walk through my house and take away all my worries and illnesses and please watch over and heal my family in 
your name. Amen.’  Does God come first in your life?  If so, stop and Watch what He does. Amen! 
 
ANY NEEDS, THOUGHTS, CONCERNS, QUESTIONS, MISUNDERSTANDINGS, SUGGESTIONS, ETC. thay you may have, 
please do not hesitate to contact any member of the Clergy or Council immediately, Explanations/Corrections/ Discus-
sions/Changes will never be made unless all bring these concerns to us. Let us remain the united and caring communi-
ty that we are. 
 
REFLECTION: “When praying, don’t give God instructions – just report for duty.” 

mailto:office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com


 Following Jesus 
Kids bulletin 

Fill in the Blanks 



وأقولُ لكم أيضًا: "إنَّ 
مرورَ جملٍ من ثُقبِ 
إبرةٍ أيسرُ من أن 
يدخلَ غنيٌّ إلى 
ملكوتِ الله" )متى 

٩١:٤٢.) 

قد يبدو للوهلة 
الأولى أن الغِنى 
مرفوض إطلاقاً، لكن 
المقصود حقيقةً 

 مختلفٌ تماماً.

ليس الله ضِدَّ الوَفرة 
عند الناس على 

  الإطلاق

 

كان إبراهيم رجلًا غنيًّا، وكذلك إسحق ويعقوب وسليمان وأيوب 
 وغيرهم.

المشكلة ليست بوجود المال والممتلكات، بل بعبادتها وتأليهها 
 والاستغناء بها عن الله.

بالمقابل ليس الفقير عابداً لله حُكْماً، ولا يدخل الملكوت فقط لأنه 
فقير أو مُعدَم، وكم من غنيّ وفقير يتسلطّ عليهم الطمع والحسد 

 والطرق الملتوية، والله غير موجود في حياتهم.

ما دونّه الإنجيليّ يوحنا في سفر الرؤيا يوضحّ مقصد الله بدقةّ تامة 
 إذ يقول الربّّ له:

اكتب إلى ملاك كنيسة اللاودكيين: لأنك تقول: إنيّ أنا غنيّ وقد "
استغنيت، ولا حاجة لي إلى شيء، ولستَ تعَْلمَُ أنكّ أنت الشقي 
شيرُ عليك أن تشتري منيّ ذهباً 

ُ
والبائس وفقير وأعمى وعريان. أ

 (.٤١-١::٤مصفّى بالنار لكي تستغني" )رؤيا 

لا يمكن لأيةّ مادة فانية أن تجعلنا نستغني عن الله، ولا يمكن لأحدٍ 
أن يُلبسَِنا المجدَ ويعطينَا الغِنى الحقيقيّ إلّا الذي خلقنا وتجسّد 

 وصُلِب من أجلنا وأقامنا معه من بين الأموات.

يريدنا الربّّ أن نكون أغنياء به إذ خلقنا لحياة أبديةّ، وهذا ما ترتلّه 
 الكنيسة عند فرِاقنِا هذا العالم:

فحينئذٍ نسكن القبر حيث الملوك  -دون السماوات-إذا ربحنا العالم "
 والفقراء معًا".

بالحقيقة باطل هو كلّ ما في العالم الترابي، وفانٍ كلّ ما هو ترابي، 
ولا إله نستغني به، هنا وفي الملكوت، إلّا الربّّ يسوع المسيح له 

 المجد.

  

 الجمل وثقب الإبرة:

خلفيات الأمثال التي استعملها الرب يسوع المسيح كانت من 
البيئة التي بشّر بها، وكان يهدف من ذلك لأن يعرف الشعب 
اليهودي وكلّ من يسمعه أن المسيح أتى والخلاص مفتوح لكل 

 المسكونة وليس لشعب دون آخر.

 هناك مثل شعبي عند اليهود يقول:

 الإنسان حتى في أحلامه لا يرى جملاً يمر في ثقب إبرة"."

 كما هناك مقولة تنُسب إلى التلمود وتقول:

ثقب الإبرة ليس شديد الضيق بالنسبة لصديقين، بينما العالم كله "
 ”.لا يتسّع كفاية لعدوين

وكان يوجدُ ضِمنَ أحدِ أبوابِ أورشليم بابٌ صغير يُدعى ثقب الإبرة، 
وكان الحراّس يغلقون أبواب أورشليم قبل الغروب، ولا يفتحون الباب 
الرئيسي لأية قافلة تأتي بعد هذا الوقت، بل يفتحون الباب الصغير. 

أن يدخل من هذا الباب  -لضخامة حجمه-ولم يكن ممكناً للجمل 
الصغير )ثقب الإبرة( إلاّ بعد أن يلزمه الجمّال أن يركع على ركبتيه، 

ويقوم بإنزال حمولته لكي 
يستطيع العبور عرياناً من 

 كلّ ما كان يحمله.

هذا المشهد صورة 
لشيء أبعد بكثير، إذ 
علينا أن نخلع ما نحن 
متمسكون به لكي 
نتستطيع العبور، والله 
يعطينا أضعاف حمولتنا من 
نعمه غير المحدودة 
والمنبثقة من محبتّه 

 اللامتناهية.

من هنا المثل الذي 
استعمله الربّّ يسوع 

 المسيح يجمع أمرين:

 الأمر الأولّ: -

الذي يعتبر نفسه غنيًّا بممتلكاته الفانية وليس بالربّّ، خلاصه لهو 
 أكثر من مستحيل ولا حتى في الأحلام، وطريقه مغلق.

  الأمر الثاني: -

لا يقف أي عائق أمام الغني بالربّّ ودربه دائمًا مفتوح، ويجتاز كلّ 
 الصعوبات مهما ضاقت في وجهه.

 خلاصة:

من كان غنيًّا بالربّّ يسوع المسيح هو صديق الربّّ ويتخطى 
 المستحيلات وأمامه رحاب السماوات.

 ملاحظة:

كان الربّّ يسوع المسيح يستعمل الكثير من الأقاويل والعبارات 
ويمسحنها، ويتكلمّ بلغة يفهمها الناس تجمع بين البساطة 
الشعبيةّ والعمق اللاهوتي، وذلك من أجل تحقيق الخلاص لأنهّ أتى 
من السماوات وتجسّد وتنازل لخلاص جميع البشر لنقتبل الإلهيات 

 ويرفعنا إليه.

 تفسير لغوي:

 κάμηλοςمن  κάμηλονالكلمة في النص الأصلي اليوناني هي 
 Hأو الأنثى  O κάμηλοςويمكن أن تكون مذكرّ حيوان الجمل 

κάμηλος أمّا الحبل في اللغة اليونانيةّ التي كُتبت فيها الأناجيل هو ،

κάμιλος .ولا يكون إلّا مذكرّ فقط 

 للحبل. ιللجمل و  ηاللفظ مشابه إنمّا الفرق في حرفي 

 في اللغة العربيةّ هناك فرق بالتحريك لكلمة جمل.

بضم الجيم تعني حبل السفينة والحبل الغليظ من “  جُمَّل”إذ كلمة 
 القنب، ويقال له القلس.

ويختلف المفسّرون بين ضم الجيم وتشديد الميم ووضع فتحة عليها 
 ومنهم من يسكنّها لتخفيفها، ومنهم من فتح حرف الجيم.

هي اسم الكبير من الِإبل من الفصيلة الِإبليةّ، “  الجَمَلُ ”أمّا كلمة 
 وبقي تحريك الكلمة في هذا المعنى ثابت.

الجدير بالملاحظة أن في الأشوريةّ والأرامية والسريانية كلمة 
  تعني حيوان الجمل كما تعني حبل السفينة.“ جملو”

في هذا المثل الجمل كحيوان هو المقصود، أولًّا لأنهّ كان يُضرب به 
المثل لكبر حجمه، ثانيًّا لوجود هذا المثل شعبيًّا وكانوا يقصدون به 
حيوان الجمل وليس الحبل، وثالثًا هكذا أتت الكلمة في النص 

  اليوناني الأصلي.

ويلاحظ أن اليهود في السبي قبل التجسّد استعملوا كلمة فيل 
بدل الجمل في مثل مشابه تأثرًا بالبيئة البابليةّ ومحيطها التي كانوا 
يعيشون فيها، وهذا يزيد تأكيدًا أن المقصود بالمثل حيوان وليس 

 حبل السفينة.

 الغِنى الحقيقي  



This is the historic account of the rich young man or in Mark's Gospel, 
the rich young ruler. He’s three things - rich, young and a man. And I 
want to call my reflection today “Hang around Jesus”. 

 

So here we have this fairly confident chap coming up to Jesus. The 
passage says: “a man came up to Jesus.” Now, that's quite different 
from what we normally hear. The centurion said. “Lord, I'm not 
worthy to have you come into my house. Just say the word.” We have 
Zacchaeus going up a tree. He couldn't seem to get close to Jesus. And 
there was a blind man who said "Yes, I believe. Help, my unbelief." 
And the sorrow of the Phoenician woman who said: "We'll just gather 
up the crumbs under your table." 

 

But not this guy. He just rocked up to Jesus. He came full of 
confidence. He came to see what this Jesus was all about. He comes 
up to him and says "How do I get eternal life? Just tell me and I'll do it. 
I'm rich. I'm young. I can do just about anything that's within my 
power. What good thing must I do to get eternal life?” “Why do you 
ask me about what is good?” asks Jesus. “There's only one who is 
good? If you want to enter life, obey the commandments.” No 
problem for this guy. No problems at all. “I've kept the 
commandments”, he said. “I’ve done all these things.” 

 

How would you feel? How would you answer? The Lord Jesus, the Son 
of God, the one who obeyed the Father to the utmost. Would you say 
in front of him? “Yes. I’ve done all that. I’ve obeyed all those 
commands.” Jesus leans back. He's got his disciples around him. The 
man is waiting and thinking, “He’ll tell me one more thing and I can 
tick that one off as well. 

Then Jesus says: “sell all your possessions. Give to the poor. Then 
when you've done that, you're ready to sign up to be my disciple.” He 
completely undresses this man morally and shows his utter 
helplessness. Then the critical verse comes. It says, “When the young 
man heard this, he went away sad because he had great wealth.” 

 

Compare this story with Jesus when he was tempted by the devil and 
the devil shows him all the kingdoms of the world - the Byzantine 
Empire, the Roman Empire, the British Empire, the American Empire, 
all of them all through history. They all past before Jesus’ eyes. "Just 
bow down and worship me. And all this is yours," says the devil. 

 

But see what happens next. Jesus turns to his disciples. This is a real 
teaching point for the disciples. He says, “I'll tell you the truth. It's 
hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom. It's easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle.” Those who sew think of a needle you've 
got and the eye of that needle. Jesus said that it was easier for a great 
big, dirty camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of God. 

 

When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked 
“who then can be saved?” Peter and Andrew ran a fishing consortium 
around the Galilean Coast. They hired men. They still had the 
enterprise functioning in the background. They hadn't sold everything 
and given to the poor. So, they are completely stunned. Jesus looks 
and tenderly says “with man, this is impossible. But with God all things 
are possible.”  Now let's just pause it there. If that rich young man had 
hung around Jesus and said something like, “I can't do that, please 
help my unbelief. I can't sell all my possessions and give it away. Does 
that mean I've got to sell my penthouse on the Mediterranean coast? 
I've got a business deal coming up, in Gaul and it's going to reap me 
billions of shekels. I just can't do it. Please help me.” You know what, I 
think Jesus would have put his arm around this young man and said, 
“follow me and I'll show you what's going to happen in the kingdom of 
God.” 

 

The disciples were in the same boat. The previous conversation in this 
passage was on marriage where Jesus gave those incredibly 
impossible stands for marriage. And the disciples said, “who can get 
married then” It's not possible with your standards.” If only that rich 
young man had hung around Jesus like Peter did when he denied 
Jesus three times, when he said “I don't even know him. I've never 
been near him. I have nothing to do with him.” Peter just wept and 
wept. But he hung around Jesus.  Peter hung around the disciples. And 
then on that beautiful morning, the messenger said to the women, 
“Go and tell Peter and the other disciples. I'll see them up in Galilee”. 
And Peter sees Jesus cook fish on the shore and he jumps out of the 
boat. I think he might have almost walked on water. He was so full of 
affection and love as he raced and fell at the feet of Jesus. Judas 
didn't. Judas did not hang around Jesus and the rich young man did 
not hang around Jesus. 

 

When things seem too big for us, when we can't do anything to get 
away with a sin that we committed back in our childhood or in our 
youth, we've got to hang around Jesus. We've got to hang around his 
shed blood when we feel as if everything's going the wrong way and 
society is just crushing Christianity and we start to wonder, is it really 
true? We've got to hang around Jesus and recall the fact that he's 
risen from the dead and he's coming back.  And it might be a lot 
sooner than we think. 

 

We've got to hang around Jesus when sometimes we get really 
perplexed. Like the apostle Paul said, “I'm perplexed, but I'm not 
despairing.” We've got to hang around Jesus like Peter did. But Judas 
didn't. The rich young fellow didn't unless he came back later on. We 
don't know. We've got to hang around Jesus. And that's my message 
for us this today. Dear people, hang around Jesus, Amen. 

 Hang around Jesus 
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