
 

St. Basil the Great 

Melkite Catholic Church 

St 

November 23, 2025 

Address  

15 Skyview Drive 

Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865  

Tel (401) 722-1345  

Parish Website 

www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

Facebook   

Facebook Page - Click Here 

Email 

office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com 

 

 Divine Liturgy  

Sunday: 9:00 AM  

Sunday: 11:15 AM 

 

Pastoral Emergencies  

(401) 722-1345  

Holy Mysteries - Sacraments 

 

Confession - Reconciliation 

Available before and after the Divine 
Liturgy or by appointment 

 

 

Sacraments of initiation  

Baptism - Chrismation - Eucharist 

Please arrange with the pastor 

 

Marriage 

A notice of at least 6 months should 
be given to the pastor, before the 
proposed wedding date to arrange 

for the required instructions. 

 

Pastoral Staff 
Rt. Rev. Archimandrite John Azar 

Rev. Deacon Dr, Edmund Raheb 

Rev. Deacon Dr. Gilbert Altongy 

Parish Church Year Theme 
September 1, 2025 – August 31,2026 

 
In Christ,  

A New Beginning, A New Path! 

 
Ninth Sunday after the Holy Cross 

 أالحد التاسع بعد الصليب

http://www.stbasilthegreatchurch.com/?fbclid=IwAR0gSoG7RG4sA-lGDWDfFIE4hFNeub9DgACqHVjFC25_XLZYIOxnKWCfvSk
https://www.facebook.com/StBasilTheGreatMelkiteGreekCatholicChurchRI/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAd3p9kn-_zfQTXZlKATpi55v6R5ohfyvpRmA9f8lkeVK4dVsiA3ZdXBqEs0e3nJO0VVTYgnjAKeEbR&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDSkgmUm6nrAJUK6bXbouu76GQGW69Qu4V9dl1bVair1yYk7ZdOgCuBz8
mailto:office@stbasilthegreat@gmail.com


Epistle                         رسالة   



Gospel                          إنجيل  



 

Prayer for the Dead 

O God of all spirits and of all 
flesh, Who have destroyed 
death, overcome the devil, and 
given life to the world: grant, O 
Lord to the souls of Your 
servants, who have departed 
from this life, that they may rest 
in a place of light, in a place of 
happiness, in a place of peace, 
where there is no pain, no grief, 
no sighing. And since You are 
gracious God and Lover of 
mankind, forgive them every sin 
they have committed by 
thought, or word, or deed, for 
there is not a man who lives 
and does not sin: You alone are 
without sin, Your righteousness 
is everlasting, and Your word is 
true.  
 
For You are the Resurrection 
and the Life, and the Repose of 
your departed servants, O 
Christ our God, and we render 
glory to You, together with Your 
Eternal Father and Your All-
holy, Good and Life-giving 
Spirit, now and always and 
forever and ever. Amen. 

THIS WEEKEND, SUNDAY NOVEMBER 23, 2025 

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 

 

Divine L i tur gy Intent ions  

9:00 a.m.  DIVINE LITURGY 

 

HEALTH & SALVATION 

 

REPOSE IN THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM 

+ RT. REV. EXARCH JOSEPH S. HAGGAR BY GEORGE & NORMA & CHRISTOPHER KISHFY 

+ DONNA NAZARIAN SALHANY BY CHARLES FRANCINE & JULIE ROBAT 

+ PETER MASHATA (12th ANNIV.) BY EUGENIE MASHATA & FAMILY 

+ DECEASED MEMBERS OF MASHATA & SANKY FAMILIES BY EUGENIE MASHATA & FAMILY 

+ CLIFFORD & ROBERT VILLENEUVE BY SHIRLEY VILLENEUVE (WIFE & MOTHER) & FAMILY 

+ LINDA KOUSSA BY JOHN KOUSSA & FAMILY 

+ JERRY & MARY KOUSSA BY THEIR CHILDREN 

+ WILLIAM T. ASERMELY BY DR. & MRS. JOSEPH GAGLIONE 

+ GEORGE AMEEN (26th ANNIV.) 

+ MARGO KARDOUH BY DEACON GILBERT & MIMI ALTONGY  

11:15 a.m. DIVINE LITURGY   

 

HEALTH & SALVATION 

 

REPOSE IN THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM 

+ MIRIAM DIB DE CHAIJ (40-DAY MEMORIAL) BY HER BROTHERS ELIAS DEEB, FRED DIB & 

FAMILY 

+ RT. REV. EXARCH JOSEPH S. HAGGAR BY GEORGE LAZIEH & KAREN MCLOUGHLIN 

+ MARGO KARDOUH BY SAMIR & DOLLY CHOUHA 

+ MALAKEH CHAGHOURI-KARRAZ BY NAJAT KHOURY 

+ YASSIN ALANINI BY THE RAHEB FAMILY 

+ ADEL KHOURY BY MUFIDEH HANA 

+ HELENE CHARCHAFLIAH (BIRTHDAY REMEMBERANCE) BY ABOUD & MIRA SAGGAL 



 

Prayer for the Dead 

May their 
souls rest in 

a place of 
peace, where 

there is no 
pain, no grief 

and no 
sighing  
but life 

everlasting. 

Divine L i tur gy Intent ions  

NEXT WEEKEND, SUNDAY NOVEMBER 30, 2025 

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 

9:00 a.m.  DIVINE LITURGY 

 

HEALTH & SALVATION 

 

REPOSE IN THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM 

+ RT. REV. EXARCH JOSEPH S. HAGGAR BY WAYNE & JUDY RAWAN & FAMILY 

+ LINDA KOUSSA BY JOHN KOUSSA & FAMILY 

+ JERRY & MARY KOUSSA BY THEIR CHILDREN 

+ WILLIAM T. ASERMELY BY DR. & MRS. JOSEPH GAGLIONE 

+ MARGO KARDOUH BY DONNA & ROGER FERLAND 

11:15 a.m. DIVINE LITURGY   

 

HEALTH & SALVATION 

 

REPOSE IN THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM 

+ RT. REV. EXARCH JOSEPH S. HAGGAR BY VINCENT & BARBARA SUCCAR 

+ MALAKEH CHAGHOURI-KARRAZ BY JAMES & MARY BRIDEN 

+ YASSIN ALANINI BY MR. & MRS. GABRIEL & NAJAT PETERS 

+ ADEL KHOURY BY SHARBEL DAIKH 

+ MARGO KARDOUH BY THE RAHEB FAMILY 

+ DONNA NAZARIAN SALHANY BY SAMIR & DOLLY CHOUHA 

 



• REPOSED IN THE LORD:  +Pierre Hriz, son of  Bassel Hriz and Rita Nameh of Dubai, the brother of Christian Hriz, grandson of Atef Nameh and 

Fadya Khoury. He is also the great-nephew of Najat Khoury, Riad Khoury (Souhair), Mayada Khoury (Issa), Thomas Khoury and John Khoury; 

cousin to George Madour and Mary Briden of our parish.  May his soul rest in a place of peace, where there is no pain, no grief and no sighing 

but life everlasting! May his memory be eternal!  Please keep his soul and his family in your prayers.  

• EXPENSES: Saving money is on everyone's mind, especially ours. First off, mail from the church adds up. Changes in address without notifying us 

is an added expense for us. Bulk mailing needs to be cut down as email is less expensive. Let's cooperate with each other and find ways & areas 

where we can help the church to lower its expenses. 

• LITURGY OFFERINGS: A new donation guide was announced sometime back via Fr. Ephrem & Fr. Joe. It was repeated recently by our new 

priest. Still, it is being forgotten by those requesting Liturgies. Please refer to the announced information that was sent out to all. 

• INCOME: We kindly ask that you pay close attention to the financial figures that are posted each week. Let us consider what would be the re-

sponse of, for example, the utilities company not receiving your regular payment owed. A parish, continuously touted as one of the largest in our 

Diocese, is questionably lacking in the fair & responsible support by all of its people who consider themselves members. By the way, what does 

membership really mean? 

• COLLECTIONS/SOLICITATIONS of any kind, for any purpose, cannot be just assumed that permission is automatically granted. Parishioners: 

please be aware that the present collection of socks is not an official parish activity. Although a commendable undertaking for the homeless, the 

priest was never approached nor did he give any approval. We can't have individuals thinking that they have the right to bring a charitable activi-

ty into the parish without some sort of official "go ahead". This is chaotic and has put us in an embarrassing position. The activity is from the out-

side, not from within. Parishioners are free to make their own choice but are not under any obligation. This type of activity  competes with parish 

endeavors and will now, unfortunately, jeopardize individual attempts & requests in the future. 

• Please take and share photos of all our parish liturgical celebrations & events and forward them on time to our church office email 

address through-out the year. (Office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com) 

• Anyone Not Receiving The Bulletin Online? Do you personally know someone in this category of not knowing about our parish 

life? Please give your name/someone else's name personally to Fr. John. We are discussing this issue at present 

Did you know? Liturgy Intentions are not limited only to prayers for the deceased. Gratitude, successes, wishes, new ventures, promo-

tions, etc. are also reasons for requesting Liturgies on any given Sunday! 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING: NOVEMBER 16,2025: Budgets: $2,046.00 (E: $1,965 L: $81) ; Candles: $98; Stipends/Donations:$225; 

All Souls: $20; Saint Barbara: $970; Rental Hall: $400; Fuel Offerings: $382 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

• WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 26 @ 6:30 PM-THANKSGIVING EVE - VESPER LITURGY 

• SATURDAY DECEMBER 13@ 9:30 AM (NOTE THE TIME UPDATE!) - PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY SANDWICH MAKING FOR THE     HOMLESS. COME 
AND JOIN US DURING THIS SEASON OF GIVING THANKS FOR OUR OWN BLESSINGS 

• SUNDAY DECEMBER 21 - THE SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PARTY WILL FOLLOW THE 11:15 AM LITURGY.  

• WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 31@  5:00 PM - NEW YEAR'S EVE - VESPER LITURGY; FEAST OF THE CIRCUMCISION IN THE FLESH OF OURLORD, GOD 
AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST; FEAST OF OUR PARISH PATRON, ST. BASIL THE GREAT 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

REFLECTION: “BE DEVOUT: The church is not a theater or a place of amusement. You come to worship God, not to whisper, lounge or sleep. God’s house 

mailto:Office@stbasilthegreatchurch.com


 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Ask and you shall 

receive, seek and you 

shall find, knock and it 

shall be opened," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos, Your Most 

Holy Mother, I knock, I 

seek, I ask that my prayer 

be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"All that you ask of the 

Father in My Name, He 

will grant you," through 

the intercession of the 

Theotokos Your Most Holy 

Mother, I humbly and 

urgently ask your Father 

in your name that my 

prayer will be granted. 

 

O Jesus, Who has said, 

"Heaven and earth shall 

pass away but My word 

shall not pass away," 

through the intercession 

of the Theotokos Your 

Most Holy Mother, I feel 

confident that my prayer 

will be granted.  

• CONFESSION: THE HOLY SEASON OF PREPARING OURSELVES SPIRITUALLY FOR THE BIRTH OF 

THE SAVIOR IS UPON US. BESIDES ALL THE PREPARATIONS OF THE HOUSE, THE DINNER, THE 

OUTFIT, THE GIFTS, THE TREE, THE DECORATIONS, THE CARDS, THE TRIP TO NYC, ETC. WOULD 

NOT REFRESHING ONE'S SOUL AND PREPARING IT IN A CLEANSED WAY TO RECEIVE THE SON 

OF GOD BE A MOST IMPORTANT PART OF YOUR "CHRISTMAS SHOPPING LIST"?  

 

• REQUESTED LETTERS: IF THE PRIEST DOES NOT KNOW OR SEE YOU, IT WOULD BE MOST     

DIFFICULT TO PROVIDE YOU WITH LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION/CERTIFICATION/ETC. 

WHEN THERE IS A NEED BY YOU. 

 

• SHARING IN WRITING: PROVIDING THE PRIEST WITH AN ACTUAL WRITTEN MEMO OR AN 

EMAIL FOR SOMETHING THAT YOU WISH HIM TO DO/REMEMBER IS A BETTER WAY OF       

ASSURING YOUR WISH TO HAPPEN THAN MENTIONING IT TO HIM IN CONVERSATION. 

 

• TIME, TALENT & TREASURE: HOW DO YOU PERSONALLY THINK THAT YOU CAN OFFER     

YOURSELF IN THESE AREAS? 

 

• PARENTS: WITH CHILDREN WHO ARE HESITANT IN RECEIVING COMMUNION OR KISSING THE 

CROSS, WE STRONGLY RECOMMEND PRACTICING THE ACTIONS AT HOME WITH THE           

EXPLAINING WHAT ABOUNA IS DOING. 

 

• RECEIVING COMMUNION: THOSE WHO ARE NOT FOLLOWING CAUTION AND DIRECTIVES BY 

CONTINUOUSLY EXTENDING THEIR TONGUES OUT TO RECEIVE COMMUNION MAY RISK   

WAITING A LONG TIME WHILE DELAYING OTHERS. 

 

• SERVING IN THE HOLY PLACE: WELCOME TO YOUNG ADULT MALES FOR COMING FORWARD 

AND PARTICIPATING AS ALTAR SERVERS IN THE DIVINE SERVICES! 

 

• BEING TRUE TO OUR CHURCH: "THE COURAGE TO BE WHO WE ARE" - HOW MANY UNDER-

STOOD AND TOOK THIS BOLD LETTER OF +ARCHBISHOP JOSEPH TAWIL TO HEART? HOW 

MANY STILL LIVE AND ACT AS A MINORITY, THINKING THAT OTHER TRADITIONS ARE BETTER 

THAN OURS? 

 

• GIVING THANKS: HOW ACTIVE ARE WE IN ACTUALLY DEMONSTRATING WHAT THANKS-GIVING 

MEANS? 



Perhaps, for whatever reason, things were never taught or never learned. Perhaps, we have never heard it before.      

Perhaps, things were either not followed or changed from what was officially approved by our Church leaders. To avoid 

misunderstanding and/or disappointments, it is always advisable to check with the pastor before anything is assumed or 

put into effect, even if things have been done a certain way for a hundred years.  

(And from experience, the "new guy" will always bear the brunt of anything new/proper attempted!)  

 

 

ENGAGEMENT/BAPTISM/MARRIAGE PLANS -NECESSARY PREPARATION MANUALS & RELATED MATERIALS are availa-

ble for intended Churching a child, Baptisms, Engagement Ring Blessings, Marriages & Funerals. We all have a need & 

obligation to learn more and grow in our Christian life. Please reach out to Fr. John for details. 

Anyone who is planning an is kindly requested to notify a member of the clergy BEFORE reception/party plans are 

made.  The Clergy may be already scheduled for something else on the day that you have rented a hall/restaurant.     

Following this policy will help avoid any- later misunderstandings. 

 

BLESSINGS - As was mentioned in an earlier homily, our Byzantine Church has many blessings for different occasions 

and activities. Such blessings include Blessing of Rings, Removal of Crowns & Blessing of Icons, Blessing of homes and 

business, Crosses, Medals, other religious items, and  Traveler's Blessing. Anyone can request such blessings by notifying 

your priest. 

 

MYSTERY OF HOLY UNCTION (OIL) - Anyone ill in the hospital or at home or anticipating surgery, and wishing to be 

anointed, please call the rectory. In Byzantine theology, this is not considered as "Last Rites" but rather, strength for 

healing.  

 

CLERGY VISITS -We would be happy to visit those of our parish who are ill in hospitals/homes or those homebound. We 

offer the Anointing of the Sick or the Holy Eucharist for them. However, this assumes that someone from the family will 

call the church office and alert us to that situation and/or wish. 

 

 CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR PERSONAL INFO -PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE of any change of address or telephone 

number information. This cuts down on returned mail and time waste. Unfortunately, this has been an ongoing request 

but to no avail. Kindly give this your undivided attention. 

Informative Reminders 



DIVINE LITURGY INTENTIONS may and should be scheduled for those who have died, and on the occasion of a birth-

day, wedding anniversary, for healing for the conversion of sinners, for the grace to face the challenges in life, for the 

success in a new job, achievements, promotions, gifts in life, for those serving in the church and country on different 

levels, for good weather, bountiful harvests, for world peace, health, in thanksgiving for all blessings received, etc.  

 

One can find so many reasons to think about a Divine Liturgy reason and offering. We offer the liturgical service for a 

specific intention because we believe in the immense spiritual value of the Holy Sacrifice of the Liturgy.  

 

The custom of giving offerings to have Liturgies celebrated for specific intentions is a laudable one and should be 

maintained, taught and encouraged as much as possible. Church teaching and Canon Law (numbers 942-958) pro-

vide important guidelines on how to pre-serve the dignity and appreciation of this practice. Overall, however, it 

should be well noted that Liturgy offerings are never to be viewed as a means of parish fundraising.  

 

COMMEMORATION OF THE DEAD: The Apostolic Constitutions refer to the repetition of the Liturgy on the third, 

ninth and fortieth days after the passing of the loved one: "Let the third day be observed in remembrance of the dead 

with psalms, lessons, and prayers because Christ rose from the dead on the third day. Let the ninth day be observed in 

remembrance, both of the living and the dead, and also the fortieth day, in accordance with mourning customs of the 

Israelites at the time of Moses' death. Finally, let the anniversary day be observed in memory of the dead." This day is 

especially where we are taught that this is the actual re-birth, the new “birth day” in the kingdom of heaven, the 

better day of appreciative celebration.  

 

In our contemporary Byzantine practice, the dead are commemorated on the ninth and fortieth days and on the spe-

cial yearly anniversary of their departure from this world. Formerly under the jurisdiction of the local Latin Bishops 

before the Melkite Exarchate was established under the leadership of the late Bishop Justin Najmy of this Parish, all 

Melkites have been subject to the latter since its erection in 1966.  

 

The Constitution of the Melkite Eparchy, which is now an independent Diocese since1976, still acknowledges this de-

finitive protocol. Our parishes follow some local discipline in the various customs, e.g., clergy attire, stipends (Liturgy 

Offerings), etc. We follow established traditions according to the policies of the Melkite Bishop and above all, our 

Patriarch and Synod, especially in Liturgy and Rubrics. Our relationship with the local Latin Dioceses and Latin pastors 

must be permeated in a spirit of love, friendship and cooperation.  

 

Effective Oct. 25, 2025, the standard recommended minimum schedule of offerings (stipends/donations), to be given 

to the church itself, is as follows. Anything given additionally is always personal and optional but must be specified 

clearly. Liturgies in parishes $25.00       Funerals: $300.00         Weddings: $400.00  

 

Canon Law prohibits accepting stipends, offerings, donations for Liturgies more than one year in advance (rolling cal-

endar; see Canon 953). The time within 1 year that Liturgies must be celebrated begins the day the intention is re-

ceived (Canon 955 #2.)  

 

May the memory of our beloved deceased be eternal and we extend much gratitude for your understanding and 

attention regarding these directives, guidelines and restrictions.  

 

May your good works be blessed and increased and may God be given the glory! 

LITURGICAL INTENTIONS & OFFERINGS  



  Mira Saggal for tailoring a cloth to be used at our cemetery chapel for memorial services.  

 

 

 

To all who are open, understanding, learning, accepting, cooperating and growing! 

Thank You…. 



Divine Liturgy Schedule & Calendar 

Sunday 9:00 am  
(English)  

 

Sunday 11:15 am  
(English & Arabic) 

Divine Liturgy Schedule 

The Holy Sacrament of Confession (Reconciliation) is available  

before and after the Divine Liturgy or by appointment. 

If there is reasonable time for the priest to be available and if the faithful come on time, this Holy Mystery 

(Sacrament) is offered to all. However, let us understand that if someone arrives too close to the time of the Liturgy 

and requests Confession, the priest might not be able to accommodate everyone. This request may delay the 

"Prothesis" (preparation of the bread & wine), vesting of the priest, beginning of the scheduled Liturgy, which then 

would delay the start of  Sunday School & also adults who have parish commitments. The appropriate times dis-

cussed & considered presently are 8:30 am & 10:45 am. Remember also that the allotted time for Confessions 

should not extend into longer counselling-life behavior discussion sessions. 



To the parents of our young children  

 
Relax! God put the wiggle in children, so don’t feel you 

have to suppress it in God’s house. All are welcome here at 

Little Flower! 

•Don’t be afraid to sit toward the front where it is easier to 

see and hear. 

•Quietly explain the parts of the Mass to your children. 

They’ll learn quickly. 

•Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the Mass responses out 

loud. Have the kids sit, kneel and stand together with 

you, too. Children best learn liturgical behavior by 

copying you. 

•If you need to step out of Mass with your child to calm them down or just to take 

a walk, feel free to do so, but please come back! As Jesus said: “Let the 

children come to me.” 

•Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the 

way they respond to the Church, to God, to Christ and to one another. Let 

them know that they are always at home in this house of worship. 

 

 

To the members of the parish: 
A smile of encouragement is always welcome to parents with small, active 

children. The presence of children is a gift to the Church and to our parish. They 

give us, “a future full of people.” 















https://flocknote.com/melkite-pastoral-appeal/
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New England Stone 

15 Branch Pike  

Smithfield, RI 02917 

(401) 232-2040  

Monuments . Benches . Paving Blocks 

772 Dexter Street., Central Falls, RI 

www.massudflooring.com 

 Carpets-Vinyl-Hardwood-Laminate-Ceramic Tile 
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          (401) 724-6674 
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Mobile :  401-744-1532 
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Raheb Law 
 

Joseph Raheb, esq.       Alexander j. Raheb, esq. 

Samuel j. Raheb, esq.  Adrienne f. Raheb, esq. 

 

650 GEO. WASHINGTON HWY., #200 
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Regal Consulting Group  
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401-626-6619 
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Providence, RI 02903 
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401-274-8400    

Fax : 401-274-9242 
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Proud to be part of your community.  
401.233.4700 — www.navigantcu.org 

New location:  

3102 Mendon Rd. Cumberland, RI 02864 

Phone: (401) 658-1155  

 

 

https://nbgqa.com/new-england-stone/
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Gonsalves/Pastore Realty 
126 Broad Street, Cumberland,  

RI 02864 
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www.fayanlaw.com 

Park Printers, Inc 
Service-Quality-Affordability  

Full service Printing since 1976 

496 Power Road, Pawtucket, RI  

401-728-8650 

    A Brilliant Choice! 

   Carl J. Sahady 
   President 

   Narragansett Shopping Plaza 

   (Next to Stop & Shop) 

   Pawtuckett, Rhode Island 

 

Shirley A. Moon Lemay, CPIW 
 

Tel : 401-725-0070 

Fax : 401-726-2620 
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Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865 
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 “CUSTOMIZE YOUR DREAMS”  

SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM MADE JEWELRY & ON-SITE  

JEWELRY AND WATCH REPAIR WHILE YOU WAIT  

Cash 4 *Gold/Silver/Diamonds/Platinum*  

Sami Karraz, President - 508-643-3543  

ElieJewelers@comcast.net  

999 South Washington St., N. Attleboro, MA 02760  

(EMERALD SQUARE MALL LOCATED ON THE FIRST FLOOR)  

Feel Better Live Better  
 

Lincoln: 401.475.6599  

Cranston: 401.533.9616  

N. Smithfield: 401.597.5840  

Warwick: 401.737.4581  

E. Greenwich: 401.398.7988  

Providence: 401.276.0800  

Coventry: 401.615.3140  

Lincoln: 401.475.6599  

PATRICIA MELKOUN VP of Administration  

www.elitephysicaltherapy.com  

pmelkoun@elitephysicaltherapy.com  

   

Offshore Seafood 
‘Quality at its best’ 

Fresh  Frozen 
 

Bob Marcoux 401-737-3763 


